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Inthis, thefourth edition of Qualitative Research Methodsfor the Social Sciences, my
goa remainsidentical to that of previous editions: to offer a handbook for any-
oneinterested in but unfamiliar with qualitative research methods. | continueto
envision that this book will be used along with more general quantitative texts
traditionally used in aresearch methods course aswell asastand-al one core text
in courses on qualitative methods. Since the 1980s, the socia sciences have
developed a much more encompassing orientation toward research and have
embraced qudlitative techniques and texts in genera research courses. This
book, as a supplement to other methods texts, offers students a basic look at
qualitative research techniques and analytic strategies in a clear-cut fashion. As
a stand-al one text, Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences offers stu-
dents a solid grounding in many of the mainstream orientations commonly
used in qualitative research today.

In this edition, | have revised materia in the text and focused greater
attention on methodological rigor. The research style presented in this edition
remains chiefly sociological. The application of data-gathering and data-
analytic strategies, however, is not designed exclusively for students of soci-
ology or for sociologists. In fact, an increasing number of my readers have
come from the disciplines of English, nursing, education, socid work, and
business, besides the more traditional socid sciences such as psychology,
anthropology, and criminology.

The book's central purpose remains a desire to instruct inexperienced
researchers in ways of efectively collecting, organizing, and making sense
from qualitative data. This edition also seeks to demystify the research process.
| believe that what makes the research process frightening for many is afear of
the unknown. When novice researchers learn how a process or technique
works, it becomes comfortable, relaxed, and dare | say it—easy!

In keeping with my general pedagogical style, this edition of the book
moves readers beyond the point of collecting datawithout knowing what to do
with it. The goal is to get fledgling researchers to design, callect, and analyze
data and then to present their results to the scientific community. This fourth
edition continues to focus on current issues in the world of researchers, which
include a serious concern about ethical behavior and protocols in research and
a more reflexive and sensitive role for the researcher. Unlike many research
texts, which place ethics in the last chapter, creating the subliminal image of
ethics being less important than other elements in research, | have placed the
discussion of ethics in the third chapter. My intention in doing so is to impress
upon new researchers the importance of ethica concerns before they actually
begin the research collection, organization, and analytic processes.
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As in previous editions of this book, | emphasize a more reflexive
researcher role and recognize the benefits of this orientation. In several places
throughout this text, researcher reflexivity and researcher voice are explained
and discussed. In fact, the use of the first person (I, my, etc.), which | began
using in the second edition of thisbook, is a small example of my more reflex-
ive researcher's role and voice. The orientation offered in this text does not
fully embrace al elements of reflexivity but discusses several of the basic ele-
ments associated with this position. This is particularly true in the newly
added Chapter 7, Action Research, which discusses how the researcher may
collaborate with shareholding subjects in the research.

As something of atraditionalist, | continue to believe that researchers
learn their craft through a combination of trial and error and "getting their
hands dirty" with data. | also believe this process works best when guided by
a more experienced researcher—a mentor. Ye even this approach works
more effectively when the apprentice has a firm understanding of the basic
elements of the research process. This book is designed especially for accom-
plishing this purpose.

As has been true in each of the previous editions of this book, my per-
sonal bias as a symbolic interactionist guides my choices and explanations.
Once again, | admit that all the techniques presented have been grounded in
that theoretical approach. However, | continue to believe that the various
techniques and strategies offered in this book can be equally effective when
grounded in other theoretical perspectives. Inexperienced researchers should
thus take my presentation as suggestions and recommendations toward
establishing a research foundation and not as the only methodological orien-
tation available to them.

Findly, it is my deepest hope that after reading this book, students will
think about research in a positive and even playful manner. Research can be
extremely enjoyable when undertaken in the proper frame of mind. Even atrip
to Disneyland can be ruined if you focus too much on the costs, the congested
traffic, or the long lines. Many people go to Disneyland and never even notice
these inconveniences. Research can be like atrip to Disneyland: It can be excit-
ing, interesting, and rewarding. Buit first, you must open your heart and mind
to the research process.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Many books discuss a variety of socia scientific research methods; thus, you
may reasonably question why anyone would bother writing another text.
However, a close examination reveals that although a great many texts have
been written about such abstract concerns as research design and sophisti-
cated statistical procedures for tabulating quantitative data, few books have
concentrated on how to do qualitative research and analysis.

Severa fundamental texts were in vogue during the late 1960s and
1970s, but now many of these classic qualitative texts have been permitted to
go out of print (such as Becker, 1970; Bogdan, 1972; Bogdan & Taylor, 1975;
Denzin, 1978; Filstead, 1970; Glaser & Strauss, 1967; Schwartz & Jacobs, 1979;
Webb et a., 1966,1981). During the 1980s, severa publishers began pressing
books with qualitative orientations. Sage Publishing is responsible for a great
many of these works. For example, they developed a string of short works
called the Sage University Papers Series on Qualitative Research Methods. By
1989, the year the first edition of this text was published by Allyn and Bacon,
Sagehad published 16 booksintheir Qualitative Research Series. Alsoin 1989,
Sage came out with severa dightly lengthier works on qualitative methods
intheir Applied Social Research Methods Series(e.g., Denzin, 1989; Fetterman,
1989; Jorgensen, 1989).

A flutter of other qualitative reference works on methods arose during
the 1980s (e.g., Berg, 1989; Kirby & McKenna, 1989; Strauss & Corbin, 1989;
Van Maanen, 1988). Yet, even with these spurts of qualitative research mater-
ial, a decided imbalance remains in the literature on research methods in the
academic community. While many quantitatively oriented research texts are
published each year, only afew qualitative textbooks are available.

Ethnography saw a resurgence of sorts during the early 1980s, espe-
cidly among educational researchers (e.g., Bogdan & Biklen, 1982; Bredo &
Feinberg, 1982; Dobbert, 1982; Spindler, 1982). However, often these books,
like those published in the various Sage series, were limited to single tech-
niques. In 1987, Anselm Strauss produced an excellent text on qualitative
analysis, and by the 1990s, an increased number of qualitative handbooks
and sourcebooks became available. Some of the more notable ones included

1



2 CHAPTER ONE

Denzin and Lincoln (1994), Miles and Huberman (1994), and Weitzman and
Miles (1995). Y, many of these begin with the tacit assumption that data
already have been collected or that the researcher at least knows how to go
about the task of gathering data.

In contrast, this text focuses on innovative ways of collecting and analyz-
ing qualitative data from natural settings, which are characterized by main-
stream strategies, even though various dynamic—perhaps even radical—qual-
itative innovations have emerged during the past severa decades. But rather
than offering glossy definitions for these strategies or confusing novice
researcherswith smplified versions, this text concentrates on basic procedures.

QUANTITATIVE VERSUS QUALITATIVE
SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT

As Dabbs (1982) remarks, "Qualitative and quantitative are not distinct.” Yet
in many socid sciences, quantitative orientations are often given more
respect. This may reflect the tendency of the general public to regard science
asrelated to numbers and implying precision. It is not the purpose of thistext
to argue against quantitative procedures; it is, instead, to demonstrate the
fruitfulness and, often, the greater depth of understanding we can derive
from qualitative procedures. Thus, the orientation of this book does not
entirely either embrace or reject Kaplan's (1964, p. 206) statement that "if you
can measure it, that ain't it!"

Certainly, qualitative methodologies have not predominated in the
socia sciences. After dl, qualitative research takes much longer, requires
greater clarity of goals during design stages, and cannot be analyzed by run-
ning computer programs. Qualitative research methods and analytic strate-
gies are not associated with high-tech society in the ways quantitative tech-
niques may be. Nonetheless, as Bogdan (1972) makes clear, qualitative
research has left its mark conceptually and theoretically on the social sciences.
The lasting contributions to social understanding from qualitative research,
as well as the sheer number of contributing social thinkers, are significant.

Even though the virtue of qualitative research is seldom questioned in
the abstract, its practice is sometimes criticized for being nonscientific and
thusinvalid. However, these critics tended to lose sight of the probability fac-
tor inherent in quantitative practices and replaced it with an assumption of
certainty. Of course, some qualitative research projects have been just as
poorly conducted as have some quantitative studies, but one need not dis-
miss the entire qualitative school of thought just because some studies inad-
equately applied the paradigm and methods.

In his attempt to differentiate between quantitative and qualitative
approaches, Dabbs (1982, p. 32) indicates that the notion of quality is essential
to the nature of things. On the other hand, quantity is elementally an amount
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of something. Quality refers to the what, how, when, and where of athing-
its essence and ambience. Qualitative research thus refers to the meanings,
concepts, definitions, characteristics, metaphors, symbols, and descriptions of
things. In contrast, quantitative research refers to counts and measures of
things. This distinction is illustrated in Jackson's (1968) description of class-
room odors in an elementary school:

[The odors of the dassroom are fairly standardized. Schoals may use different
brands of wax and deaning fluid, but they dl ssem to contain Smilar ingredi-
ents, a sort of universal amdl which cregtes an arometic background that per-
meetes the entire building. Added to this, in each dassroom, isthe dightly acrid
scent of chak dust and the faint hint of fresh wood pencil shavings. In some
rooms, especidly a lunch time, there is the familiar odor of orange pedls and
peanut butter sandwiches, ablend that mingles in the late afternoon (following
recess) with the ddlicate pungency of children's perspiration.

It would be impossible to capture the odors that Jackson alludes to with any
type of count or measure. Clearly, certain experiences cannot be meaningfully
expressed by numbers. Further, such things as smells can trigger memories
long obscured by the continuing demands of life. Qualitative research strate-
gies provide perspectives that can prompt recall of these common or half-
forgotten sights, sounds, and smells.

Some authors associate qualitative research with the single technique of
participant observation. Other writers extend their understanding of qualita-
tive research to include interviewing as well. However, popular qualitative
research additionally includes such methods as observation of experimental
natural settings, photographic techniques (including videotaping), historical
analysis (historiography), document and textual analysis, sociometry, socio-
drama and similar ethnomethodological experimentation, ethnographic
research, and a number of unobtrusive techniques.

American colleges have become pragmatic places where students train
to get jobs rather than to obtain educations. As a consequence, students and
graduates of socia science programs increasingly use the research of others
and/or conduct research themselves. Thus, students must confront the myr-
iad problems associated with understanding empirical results as well as the
process of research itsdf. This book provides much needed assistance for dl
researchers, including the inexperienced, through a discussion of various
qualitative research strategies, design development, data organization and
presentation, and analysis procedures.

Like other texts on qualitative methods, this one emphasizes method-
ological strategies. However, methodology cannot be examined in a vacuum.
Instead, the core substance of qualitative sociologica practice, including
methods, theory, and substantive interests, has to be explored (Bogdan &
Taylor, 1975; Denzin, 1978; Lofland & Lofland, 1984; Miles & Huberman,
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1994). In this text, data-gathering techniques are intentionally coupled with
theoretical perspectives, linking method to theory. Data gathering, therefore,
is not distinct from theoretical orientations. Rather, data are intricately asso-
ciated with the motivation for choosing a given subject, the conduct of the
study, and ultimately the anaysis.

Advocates of such particular methodological styles of research as partic-
ipant observation are frequently more concerned with asserting or defending
their techniques than with indicating aternative ways of approaching the
study subject. In contrast, thisbook describes in detail seven primary ways to
callect qualitative data: interviewing, focus groups, ethnography, sociometry,
unobtrusive measures, historiography, and case studies. These action research
include an examination of the basic theoretical assumptions of each technique
and advice on how to start each procedure and how to resolve problems that
may arise. In addition, the technique of content analysisis related to grounded
theory and the use of narrative ethnographies. This book also considers the
ethical dimensions of conducting research on humans.

This fourth edition of Qualitative Research Methodsfor the Social Sciences
begins with the assumption that the reader knows little or nothing about the
research process. Chapter 2, therefore, offers a basic description of how to
design a research project.

USE OF TRIANGULATION RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY

Mogt researchers have at least one methodological technique they fed most
comfortable using, which often becomes their favorite or only approach to
research. This might be why many previous qualitative research texts presented
only a single research technology (participant observation, interviewing, or
unobtrusive measures). Further, many researchers perceive their research
method as an atheoretica tool (Denzin, 1978). Because of this, they fail to recog-
nize that methods impose certain perspectives on redity. For example, when
researchers canvass a neighborhood and arrange interviews with residents to
discusstheir views of somesocia problem, atheoretical assumption hasa ready
been made—specificdly, that redlity is fairly constant and stable. Similaly,
when they make direct observations of events, researchers assume redlity is
deeply affected by the actions of al participants, including themselves. Each
method thus reveds dightly different facets of the same symbolic redlity. Every
method is a different line of sight directed toward the same point, observing
socid and symbalic redity. By combining severd lines of sight, researchers
obtain abetter, more substantive picture of redlity; aricher, more complete array
of symbolsand theoretical concepts; and ameans of verifying many of theseele-
ments. The use of multiplelines of sight isfrequently called triangulation.

Triangulation is a term originally more common in surveying activities,
map making, navigation, and military practices. In each case, three known
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points or objects are used to draw sighting lines toward an unknown point or
object. Usualy, these three sighting lines will intersect, forming a small trian-
glecdledthetriangle of error. The best estimate of thetruelocation of the new
point or object is the center of the triangle, assuming that the three lines are
about equal in error. Although sightings could be done with two sighting
lines intersecting at one point, the third line permits a more accurate estimate
of the unknown point or object (Berg & Berg, 1993).

Triangulation was firgt used in the socia sciences as a metaphor describ-
ing a form of multiple operationalism or convergent validation (Campbell, 1956;
Campbell & Fiske, 1959). In these cases, triangulation was used largely to
describe multipl e data-coll ection technol ogies designed to measure asingle con-
cept or congtruct (data triangulation). However, Denzin (1978, p. 292) intro-
duced an additional metaphor, lines of action, which characterizesthe use of mul-
tiple data-collection technologies, multiple theories, multiple researchers,
multiple methodologies, or combinations of these four categories of research
activities.

For many researchers, triangulation is restricted to the use of multiple
data-gathering techniques (usualy three) to investigate the same phenome-
non. This is interpreted as a means of mutual confirmation of measures and
validation of findings flick, 1983; Knafl & Breitmayer, 1989; Leedy, 1993;
Mitchell, 1986; Sohier, 1988; Webb et al., 1981). Fielding and Fielding (1986, p.
31) specifically address this aspect of triangulation. They suggest that the
important feature of triangulation is not the ssmple combination of different
kinds of data but the attempt to relate them so as to counteract the threats to
validity identified in each.

Denzin (1978) insists that the multiple-methods approach is the generic
form of this approach. But triangulation actualy represents varieties of data,
investigators, theories, and methods. Denzin (1978, p. 295) outlines these four
categories as follows:

(1) Daatriangulation has three subtypes: () time, (b) space, and (C) person. Per-
son andysis, inturn, hasthreelevels (a) aggregate, (b) interactive, and (¢) cal-
lectivity. (2) Invedtigator triangulation congsts of using multiple rather than sin-
gle obsavers of the same odbject. (3) Theory triangulaion condgts of using
multiple rather than smple perspectivesin relation to the same st of objects. (4)
Methodologicd trianguletion can entail within-method triangulation and
between-method triangulation.

The research literature continues to support Denzin's (1970,1978) recom-
mendation to triangul ate during research. For example, Goetz and LeCompte
(1984) describe its use as a means of refining, broadening, and strengthening
conceptual linkages. Borman, LeCompte, and Goetz (1986) similarly stressthat
triangulation alows researchers to offer perspectives other than their own.
Chava Frankfort-Nachmias and David Nachmias (1996, p. 206) suggest that
~searchers can "minimize the degree of specificity of certain methods to
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particular bodies of knowledge," by using "two or more methods of data col-
lection to test hypotheses and measure variables; this is the essence of triangu-
lation." Unfortunately, the practice of triangulation often does not move much
beyond a single theoretica explanation or an aternative hypothesis (Fielding
& Fidding, 1986; Hammerdey, 1984). This cursory use of the triangulation
dtrategy failsto capture the essence of what Denzin (1978, p. 28) describesasthe
"logic of triangulation”:

| conclude that no single method will ever meet the requirements of interaction
theory. While participant observation permits the careful recording of situations
and salves, it does not offer direct data on the wider spheres of influence acting on
those observed. Because each method revedl s different aspects of empirica redlity,
multiple methods of observations must be employed. Thisistermed triangul ation.

In amanner smilar to those of Denzin (1978) and Webb et a. (1981), this
book stresses severa discrete yet intertwined strategies and techniques
involved in each of the seven primary research schemes. In fact, the decision to
discuss fidd research strategies under the broad umbrella of ethnography
ensures the inclusion of awide combination of elements, such as direct obser-
vation, various types of interviewing (informal, formal, semiformal), listening,
document analysis (e.g., |etters or newspaper clippings), and ethnomethod-
ologica experimentation. Spradely (1979) cdls this creating "an ethnographic
record.” Novice researchers are thus instructed in the use of research strategies
composed of multiple methods in a single investigation. Denzin (1978, p. 101)
also suggests that triangulation includes multiple data-collection procedures,
multiple theoretical perspectives, and/or multiple analysistechniques. The use
of multiple research-design strategies and theories increases the depth of
understanding an investigation can yield (see aso Janesick, 19%4; Miles &
Huberman, 1983).

QUALITATIVE STRATEGIES:
DEFINING AN ORIENTATION

A smplistic explanation of qualitative techniques might lead researchers to
believe in the adequacy of any procedure resulting in nominal rather than
numerical sorts of data. Such an assessment, however, fails to appreciate both
the theoretical implications of qualitative research and the basic purpose of
scientific research in general. We do not conduct research only to amass data.
The purpose of research is to discover answers to questions through the
application of systematic procedures.

Qualitative research properly seeks answers to questions by examining
various socid settings and the individuals who inhabit these settings.
Qualitative researchers, then, are most interested in how humans arrange
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themselves and their settings and how inhabitants of these settings make
sense of their surroundings through symboals, rituals, social structures, social
roles, and so forth.

Research methods on human beings afect how these persons will be
viewed (Bogdan & Taylor, 1975). If humans are studied in a symbolically
reduced, statistically aggregated fashion, there is a danger that conclusions—
although arithmetically preciss—may fal to fit reality (Mills, 1959).
Qualitative procedures provide a means of accessing unquantifiable facts
about the actual people researchers observe and talk to or people represented
by their personal traces (such as letters, photographs, newspaper accounts,
diaries, and so on). As a result, qualitative techniques alow researchers to
share in the understandings and perceptions of others and to explore how
people structure and give meaning to their daily lives. Researchers using
gualitative techniques examine how people learn about and make sense of
themselves and others.

As Douglas (1976, p. 12) suggests, the methods used by socid scientists
fdl along a continuum from totally uncontrolled (and perhaps uncontrollable)
techniques arising in natural settings to totally controlled techniques of obser-
vation. It remains, then, for researchers to choose their procedures keeping in
mind the problems that may arise in specific research settings among certain
research groups and in unique research circumstances. The anaysis of qualita-
tive data allows researchers to discuss in detail the various socia contours and
processes human beings use to create and maintain their socid redlities.

Thisisnot to suggest that qualitative methods are without methodol ogi-
cd rigor. In fact, good qualitative research can be very rigorous. As will be
demonstrated in the chapters that follow, qualitative methods can (and should)
be extremely systematic and have the ability to be reproduced by subsequent
researchers. Replication and reproducibility, after al, are central to the creation
and testing of theories and their acceptance by scientific communities.

In some methodological situations, this may include the use of various
descriptive or nonparametric statistics (frequency distributions, proportions,
ratios, chi-square, €tc.). On the other hand, the orientation presented in this
text should not be understood as intentionally promoting stark positivism.
Rather, the intention is to offer an introductory level of information develop-
ing and conducting high-quality qualitative research. From my perspective,
this means research that can stand the test of subsequent researchers examin-
ing the same phenomenon through similar or different methods.

Theoreticdly, this explanation of the general purpose of qualitative
research derives from a symbolic interactionist perspective that is central to
the concept of qualitative methodology presented here. Symbolicinteractionis
an umbrella concept under which a variety of related theoretical orientations
may be placed. The theme that unites the diverse elements of symboalic inter-
action is the focus on subjective understandings and the perceptions of and
about people, symbols, and objects.
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FROM A SYMBOLIC
INTERACTIONIST PERSPECTIVE

Symbalic interactionism is one of several theoretical schools of thought in the
shcid sciences. It involves a set of related propositions that describe and
explain certain aspects of human behavior. Human beings are unique animals.
What humans say and do are the results of how they interpret their socid

world In other words, human behavior depends on learning rather than bio-
logicd instinct. Human beings communicate what they learn through sym-
bofs the most common system of symbols being language. Linguistic symbols
amount to arbitrary sounds or physical gestures to which people, by mutual

agreement over time, have attached significance or meaning. The core task of

symbolic interactionists as researchers, then, is to capture the essence of this
process for interpreting or attaching meaning to various symbols.

. The substantive basis for symbalic interaction as a theory is frequently
attributed to the social behavioral work of Dewey (1930), Cooley (1902), Parks
(1915) Mead (1934,1938), and several other early theorists, but Blumer is con-
sidered thefounder of symbolicinteractionism. Infact, he coined theterm sym-
bolic interaction. In articulating his view of what symbolic interaction is,

Blumer (1969) first establishes that human beings account for meaning in two
basic ways- First, meaning may be seen as intrinsically attached to an object,

event phenomenon, and so on. Second, meaning may be understood as a
"psychical accretion” imposed on objects, events, and the like by people.

Blumer (1969, p. 5) next explains:

Symbdlic interactioniam . . . does not regard meaning as emanating from the
intringc makeup of the thing, nor does it see meaning as arising through psy-
chaogicd dements between people. The meaning of athing for aperson grows
out of thewaysin which other persons act toward the person with regard to the
thing- Thar actions operate to define the thing far the person; thus, symbalic
interactionism sees meanings as sodid products formed through activities of
peopleinteracting.

Blumer thereby suggests that meanings derive from the social process
of people or groups of people interacting. Meanings allow people to produce
various redlities that constitute the sensory world (the so-called real world),
but because these redlities are related to how people create meanings, redlity
becomes an interpretation of various definitional options. Consequently, as
Thomeas dates, "It is not important whether or not the interpretation is cor-
rec].__Jf men define situations as real, they are real in their consequences’
(Thomas & Swaine, 1928, p. 572).

For ingtance, the first day of each semester, studentswalk into their class-
room and see someone who appears to be the professor. This supposed profes-
sor beginsto lecture, distribute syllabi, discuss course requirements, and con-
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duct various other traditional first-day activities. Few, if any, students ask to see
the professor's credentials. Ye the students, within certain limits, perform their
roles as students so long as this professor continues to perform the role of
instructor. Suppose that several weeks into the semester, however, the classis
notified that the person they assumed to be a professor is redly a locd dog
catcher who has no academic credentials. The question then becomes whether
the redlity of the classroom experience during the previous weeks is void
merely because the dog catcher was incorrectly interpreted as a professor.
Although it would remain to be seen whether any information conveyed by the
dog catcher was accurate, certainly, the classroom remained a classroom and
students continued to perform their expected roles. From Thomas's perspec-
tive, these youths had defined the reality as a class, and it became one for them.

Symboalic interactionists tend to differ dightly among themselves regard-
ing the relative sgnificance of various aspects of an interactionist perspective.
Severd basic e ements, however, tend to bind together even the most diverse
symbolic interactionists. First, dl interactionists agree that human interactions
form the central source of data. Second, there is a general consensus that par-
ticipants' perspectives and their ability to take the roles of others (empathy) are
key issues in any formulation of a theory of symbolic interaction. Third, inter-
actionists agreewith Thomas (Thomas & Swaine, 1928) concerning "definitions
of a situation": How inhabitants of a setting define their situation determines
the nature and meaning of their actions as well as the setting itsdf.

Objects, people, situations, and events do not in themselves possess
meaning. Meaning is conferred on these elements by and through human
interaction. For example, the videocassette recorder (VCR) in a college class-
room may be defined by the professor as a teaching device to be used for
showing educational videos. For the student using a VCR in his or her dor-
mitory to view rented movies, this instrument may be seen as a source of
entertainment and pleasure, and for the inmate held in a maximum security
prison who watches home movies sent from his or her family, it may be con-
sidered a window to the outside world. The meanings that people attach to
their experiences and the objects and events that make up these experiences
are not accidental or unconnected. Both the experiences and the events sur-
rounding them are essential to the construction of meanings. To understand
behavior, one must first understand the definitions and meanings and the
processes by which they have been created. Human behavior does not occur
on the basis of predetermined lockstep responses to preset events or situa
tions. Rather, human behavior isan ongoing and negotiated interpretation of
objects, events, and situations (Bogdan & Biklen, 1992). For the researcher to
understand the meanings that emerge from these interactions, he or she
either must enter into the defining process or develop a sufficient apprecia
tion for the process so that understandings can become clear.

Although socid roles, institutional structures, rules, norms, goals, and
"telike may provide the raw material with which individuals create their def-
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initions, these elements do not by themselves determine what the definitions
will be or how individualswill act. In essence, symbolic interactionism empha-
sizes socid interactions (action with symbolic meaning), negotiation of defini-
tions, and emphatic role-taking between humans (Gecas, 1981; Turner, 1978).

WHY USE QUALITATIVE METHODS?

Many researchers believe that the socia sciences have depended too much on
sterile survey techniques, regardless of whether the technology is appropri-
ate for the prablem. For instance, nurses, when encouraged to do research at
all, are strongly urged to use scientific strategies of quantification over more
sociologicaly or anthropologically oriented ones considered less scientific.
Unfortunately, clinica settings in which nurses are likely to conduct their
research fal to meet most quantitative requirements for representativeness
and sufficiency of sample size to alow dtatistically meaningful results.

For instance, let us say the average number of beds in a critical care unit
varies between 8 and 12. Even when there are multiple units (such asin amed-
ical intensive care unit or a cardiac intensive care unit), typicaly fewer than 40
cases are available at any given time. With regard to research strategy, such a
situation should preclude most quantitative investigations. On the other hand,
40 cases would prove ample for a number of qualitative strategies. In fact, as
Chapter 8 describes, a setting such as a hospital would provide researchers
with numerous opportunities to implement unobtrusive measures.

It is also important to examine the reasons for the charge that qualita-
tive methods are nonscientific. As Schwartz and Jacobs (1979, p. 4) point out,
"There are many, in both qualitative and quantitative sociology, who advo-
cate and bask inthevalue of science." Further, Borman, LeCompte, and Goetz
(1986, p. 51) have argued that criticism of qualitative approaches arises out of
an "erroneous eguation of the term 'empirical’ with quantification, rather
than with any real defect in the qualitative paradigm itsdlf." Although vari-
ous technologies may be used by different researchers, it turns out that every-
one is doing science, provided that science is defined as a specific and sys-
tematic way of discovering and understanding how socia redlities arise,
operate, and impact on individuals and organizations of individuals.

Scientific researchers may thus emphasize a more positivist view or
may be primarily interested in individuals and their so-caled life-worlds. In
the case of the former, positivists utilize empirical methodol ogies borrowed
from the natural sciences to investigate phenomena. Quantitative strategies
serve thispositive-science ideal by providing rigorous, reliable, and verifiably
large aggregates of data and the statistical testing of empirical hypotheses.

In the case of life-worlds, researchers focus on naturally emerging lan-
guages and the meanings individuals assign to experience. Life-worlds
include emotions, motivations, symbols and their meanings, empathy, and
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other subjective aspects associated with naturally evolving lives of individu-
als and groups. These elements may also represent their behavioral routines,
experiences, and various conditions affecting these usual routines or natural
settings. As Schwartz and Jacabs (1979) suggest, many of these elements are
directly observable and as such may be viewed as objective. Nonethel ess, cer-
tain elements of symbolism, meaning, or understanding usually require con-
sideration of the individual's own perceptions and subjective apprehensions.

A PLAN OF PRESENTATION

Having briefly outlined the basic assumptions and qualitative orientations of
symbolic interaction, it is now possible to weave in various methodol ogical
strategies. Chapter 2 provides the basic information necessary for under-
standing the research enterprise. This chapter discusses the research process
and proposes a spiraling model to follow when developing a research agenda.
Chapter 2 aso offers advice to the novice researcher about how to organize
and conduct a literature review.

Chapter 3 considers a number of ethical concerns that are important for
new investigators to understand before actually conducting research. Among
the salient issues considered are covert versus overt research concerns, pri-
vacy rights, human subject institutional review boards, and informed consent
in human subject research.

In addition to providing a general discussion of various forms and
styles of traditional interviewing techniques, Chapter 4 uses a kind of sym-
bolic interaction known as dramaturgy and suggests an effective research
strategy for conducting in-depth interviews.

Chapter 5 also addresses the area of interviewing but moves toward a
speciadized style, namely, group interviews or focus groups. This chapter
examines the early origins of focus-group interviews, their development dur-
ing the past severa decades, and their growing use in the social sciences.

Chapter 6 builds on the foundation constructed by Chapters 1 through
4 and extends the research process into the natural setting by examining
ethnography. Along with interviewing, Chapter 6 discusses watching and lis-
tening, fidd notes, and a number of other field research concerns. This chap-
ter examines ethnography both as a means of collecting data (what some call
the new ethnography) and asan end initsdf (narrative ethnographic accounts).

Chapter 7 considers a recent dynamic mode of research, namely, action
research. Action research has asubstantial history in educational and nursing
research, but is moving rapidly into broader scientific endeavors, as well.

While Chapters 4,5, and 6 separately address the concept of interviewer
reactivity, Chapter 8 offers several strategies that avoid reactivity entirely: It
explores the use of unobtrusive measures.
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As foreshadowed dlightly in Chapter 8, the use of certain unobtrusive
data has grown quite specialized. Chapter 9 examines a specidized and sys-
tematic use of certain kinds of running records, namely, historiography. In
addition to the use of records, Chapter 9 considers oral histories and life his-
tories as variations in historiography.

Chapter 10 examines a technique used to study individuals in their
unique settings or situations. Thistechniqueiscommonly called the case study
method. This chapter also discusses how case studies may be undertaken on
communities and organizations.

Chapter 11, An Introduction to Content Analysis, dovetail swith each of
the preceding chapters on research technique. Included in this chapter are
recommendations for how novice researchers may organize their data and
begin to make sense of what may be volumes of notes, transcripts, and trace
documents and artifacts. Chapter 11 also briefly considers the use of comput-
ersto assi¢t in this data-management scheme.

Chapter 12, the find chapter, offers recommendations for how novice
qualitative researchers can disseminate their research findings.

Trying It Out, asection at the conclusion of each of the data-collection tech-
nique chapters, offers suggestions for practicing each of the seven strategies.
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CHAPTER 2

DESIGNING QUALITATIVE
RESEARCH

This chapter considers various ways of thinking about and designing
research. It includes discussion of the relationships among ideas and theory,
concepts—and what | have long believed is the most difficult facet of
research—namely, operationalization. This chapter further offers a strategy for
conducting literature reviews and explains the importance of carefully
designing and planning research in advance. Let's begin with some thoughts
about ideas, concepts, and theory.

THEORY AND CONCEPTS

In the natural sciences, there are certain patterns of relationships between
things that occur with such regularity that they are deemed laws. occurrences
of universal certainty. There are no such laws found in the socia sciences. This
does not, however, mean that social life operates in a totally chaotic or com-
pletely irrational manner. Rather, socid life operates within fairly regular pat-
terns and, when carefully examined, these patterns make considerable sense.
One primary purpose of socia scientific research is to make sense from these
various patterns. Thisis accomplished by creating, examining and testing, and
refining theory. What then is theory? Theory can be defined as a general and,
more or less, comprehensive set of statements or propositions that describe
different aspects of some phenomenon (Babbie, 1998; Hagan, 1993; Senese,
1997). In an applied context, theories can be understood as interrelated ideas
about various patterns, concepts, processes, relationships, or events. In a for-
mal sense, socia scientists usually define theory as a system of logica state-
ments or propositions that explain the relationship between two or more
objects, concepts, phenomena, or characteristics of humans—what are some-
times called variables (Babbie, 1992, Denzin, 1978; Polit & Hungler, 1993). The-
ory might also represent attempts to develop explanations about reality or
Waysto classfy and organize events, describe events, or even to predict future
occurrences of events (Hagan, 1993).

15
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In order to construct theories, one needs some smaller components or
what Jonathan Turner (1989, p. 5) calls the "basic building blocks of theory,"
namely, concepts. Concepts, then, are symboalic or abstract elements represent-
ing objects, properties, or features of objects, processes, or phenomenon.
Concepts may communicate ideas or introduce particular perspectives, or
they may be a means for casting a broad generaization. In terms of ideas,
concepts are important because they are the foundation of communication
and thought. Concepts provide a means for people to let others know what
they are thinking, and alow information to be shared. Thus, instead of
describing a youth who is involved with drugs and/or crime, truancy, or
problems with parents and other adults, | might simply use the concept of
delinquent to communi cate these same elements (ideas).

An important part of developing socia scientific theory isfirgt to define
relevant concepts that will be used in a given research project. Aswill be dis-
cussed later in this chapter, one of the most important reasons researchers
turn to previous studies and relevant literature about a topic to be studied is
to identify relevant concepts and their definitions. Whenever a concept is
used, it is important that the researcher makes clear what meaning is being
attached to that term; in other words, what ideas are being attached. For
example, aresearcher may undertake aresearch project that intends to exam-
ine alcoholism. But what exactly does this researcher mean by the concept
alcoholism? Without further specification, some readers may interpret this
concept to mean someone who drinks until blacking out. Others might
understand the term to convey an image of someone who drinks to a point
where he or she cannot hold a job. Stll other people might interpret alco-
holism as referring to people who cannot maintain regular relationships with
other people. In effect, without specification concepts may represent a num-
ber of diverse meanings. (Later this will be discussed as operationalization.)

IDEAS AND THEORY

Every research project has to start somewhere; typicaly, the starting point is
anidea. Sometimes this idea originates because of a particular problem or sit-
uation one actually experiences. For example, a nurse might observe a
coworker coming to work under the influence of acohol and begin to think
about how alcohol would influence nursing care. From this thought, the idea
for researching impaired nurses could arise. A counselor a a delinquency
detention center might notice that many of her clients have been battered or
abused prior to their run-ins with the law. From this observation, she might
wonder how abuse might be linked with delinquency and how she could

investigate thislinkage. Or an elementary school teacher might notice that the -

most disruptive children in the class eat large amounts of sugary junk food
during lunch. The teacher might think about the possibility that junk food is
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in some way related to children's behavior and might wonder how he could
test such an idea.

In some situations, ideas move from information you hear but may not
actually experience yoursdlf. For instance, you're sitting at home listening to
the news, and you hear a report about three youths from wealthy families
who have been caught burglarizing houses. You wonder: Why on earth did
they do something like that? What motivates people who don't need money
to steal from others? Or, you read in the newspaper that a man living around
the corner from you has been arrested for growing marijuana in his garage.
You think back to the times you passed this man's house and smiled a greet-
ing a him. And, you wonder: Why didn't | reglize what he was up to? Who
was he going to sdl the marijuana to anyhow? From these broad curiosities,
you might begin to think about how these questions could be explored or
answered and how you might research these phenomena.

The preceding examples serve two important purposes. Firg, they point
out how ideas promote potentia research endeavors. But second, and perhaps
more important, they suggest a central research orientation that permestes this
book. This orientation isthe attitude that the world is aresearch laboratory, and
that you merely need to open your eyes and earsto the sensory redlity that sur-
rounds al of usto find numerous ideas for research. In fact, once you become
familiar with this orientation, the biggest problem will be to filter out al the
many possible researchable ideas and actually investigate one!

Most experienced qualitative researchers will agree that if you drop a
qualitative investigator into any neighborhood, he or she will manage to
identify a research idea, develop a research plan, and project potential
research findings. This notion islikely to contrast dramatically with the inex-
perienced researcher's fear that he or she cannot even think of anything
worthwhile to research. There may be considerable truth to the optimistic
view of experienced researchers. This does not mean, however, that al
research ideas will be equally easy or interesting to research.

Some ideas will be more difficult to investigate than others. This is
because those who control access to a given location—what the literature calls
gatekeepers—or the subjects themselves may be reluctant or resistant to
cooperate. Gatekeepers are discussed in greater detail in Chapter 6. Also,
some ideas may initially seem extremely interesting, but become rather plain
or uninspiring upon further investigation.

So, you begin with an idea. But how is this related to theory? There are
some who argue that ideas and theory must come before empirical research.
Thishasbeen called thetheory-before-research model (Nachmias& Nachmias,
1992, p. 46). This orientation has been nicely described by Karl Popper (1968),
who suggests that one begins with ideas (conjectures) and then attempts to
disprove or refute them through tests of empirical research (refutation).

In contrast to the theory-before-research proponents, there are some who
~gue that ressarch must occur before theory can be developed. This orientation,
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resear ch-before-theory, can beillustrated by astatement from Robert M erton (1968,
p. 103):

Itismy centra thesisthat empirica research goesfar beyond the passverole of
veifying and testing theory; it does more than confirm or refute hypotheses.
Research plays an attive role: it paforms a least four mgor functions, which
help shape the development of theory. It initiates, it reformulates, it deflects, and
it darifies theory.

In other words, research may suggest new problems for theory, require theo-
retical innovation, refine existing theories, or serve to vary past theoretical
assumptions.

The approach offered in this book views theory-before-research and
research-before-theory as highly compatible. Often, methods texts and
courses describe the research enterprise as a linear progression. In this pro-
gression, you begin with an idea, gather theoretical information, design a
research plan, identify a means for data collection, analyze the data, and
report findings. This may be diagramed as follows:

Idea-> Theory -> Design -> Data Callection -> Andysis-> Findings

For the most part, this orientation resembles the theory-before-research
model. But it could aso be drawn as the research-before-theory model:

Idea -> Design -» Data Callection -» Theory ->Andysis -» Findings

In either case, you have the feding that each of these componentsis a distinct
and separate successive stage, that you firg derive an idea and then move on
to either theory or design and so forth. In essence, it seems that you complete
various necessary tasks of each stage and then move forward, leaving the
completed state behind.

In this chapter, | argue for a different model for the research enterprise,
amodel that encompasses both the research-before-theory and theory-before-
research models. Thisis possible because the proposed approach is conceived
as spiraling rather than linear in its progression. In the proposed approach,
you begin with an idea, gather theoretical information, reconsider and refine
your idea, begin to examine possible designs, reexamine theoretical assump-
tions, and refine these theoretical assumptions and perhaps even your origi-
nal or refined idea. Thus, with every two steps forward, you take a step or
two backward before proceeding any further. What results is no longer alin-
ear progression in a single, forward direction. Rather, you are spiraling for-

ward, never actudly leaving any stage behind completely. This spirding

approach may be drawn as follows:
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To smplify following individual elements of this model as they are dis-
cussed, let's redefine the stages dightly, as follows:

Literature _ bataCollection  Apgygs S
ldea _*~R, . —*~Design —*- and —e and -*eDissemination
view Organizétion 'Findings

As shown here, you begin with some rough idea for a research study.
The next stage in this process is to begin thinking and reading about this top-
ical idea. Thisis accomplished as you begin the literature review.

LITERATURE REVIEW

After developing arough idea for research, you begin to examine how others
have aready thought about and researched the topic. Let's say an idea for
some research begins with an interest in alcohol use by male college students.
You might formulate a rough question for research, such as: What is the rela-
tionship between college and drinking among American maes? This rough
statement already shows elements of refinement. It has been limited to con-
sideration of only American males. The next step is to visit the library to get
started on a literature review. To begin, you can consult any of a number of
available cumulative indexes. These indexes contain many thousands of jour-
nal and monograph references, indexed by both authors' names and subject
topics. In some cases, you will find these as bound texts in the reference sec-
tion of the library. In other cases, these indexes may be computer based and
require both some assistance and a small charge to use.

In many larger public libraries and in a growing number of colleges and
universities, these cumulative indexes have been placed in CD-ROM format.
K you have never used one of these indexes or are unfamiliar with the use of
computers, you might want to consult the reference librarian at your library.

The next task is to begin to think creatively about cryptic subject topics
related to your rough research idea or question and to search for these topicsin
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the indexes. For the example above, you might make a list that includes "alco-
hol use," "collegiate acohol use," "acohol on campus,” "drinking," "maesand
alcohal," "Americans and alcohol,” "social drinking," "substance abuse in col-
lege," "campus problems," and so forth. It isimportant to devel op a number of
different subject areas to search. Some will be more fruitful than others, and per-
haps some will yield little information. This is because both the print versions
and computer-based versions of indexes are created by humans. Because of this,
indexes unavoidably suffer from the problem of terminological classfication
bias. In other words, even though these indexes are cross-referenced, if you do
not use the sameterm or phrase used by the original indexer, you may not locate
entries he or she has referenced.

For instance, several years ago, | became interested in the idea of doing
research about women in policing. More directly, | was interested in the effect
of policing on femde officers. | asked my graduate student to seeif she could
locate some material about female police officers. When she returned the next
day, she reported that there was virtually nothing in any of the index data-
bases on the topic "female police officers." | asked if she had tried "women in
policing,” or "women police officers” or even "minorities in policing."
Sheepishly, she explained she had not thought to do that and returned to the
library. The next time she returned to my office, she carried alist of literaly
dozens of references for me to consider. The lesson to be learned from thisis
that you must not be too restrictive in your topics when searching for refer-
ence materialsin indexes. In fact, most CD-ROM-based indexes provide users
with a thesaurus to assist them in locating subject terms used to index mate-
rial on the CD-ROM.

Avoid becoming too computer dependent during your literature search.
Again, since computer listings are limited by the way they have been indexed,
not al the information that is relevant for a study may be recognized in a com-
puter-based search. While revising this book, | asked another graduate assis-
tant, a bright, first-year doctoral student, to locate some recent material on
"active informed consent.” This ethical concern is discussed in Chapter 3. My
graduate assistant is very well versed in computers and surfing the Internet.
Naturally, he sought an answer to my request by diving right into the Internet.

| waited several daysbefore asking him if he had located any recent arti-
cles or chapters on this subject. He informed me that there were none. | asked
if he had goneto the library and looked up "informed consent,” "passive con-
sent,” "active consent,” or any similar topics. With anote of anger in histone
he informed me that he had done better. He had checked with various
Internet information sources. | then asked if he had gone to the library and
physically looked through the last several years of such journals as Journal of
Ethics, or Social Problems, or any educational, nursing, or medical journals.
With even more anger, because | was questioning his work, he informed me
he had not. He also naively insisted that if he couldn't find it through the
computer, it wasn't there!
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| suggested we take atrip to the library together. (In fact, I literally took
him by the hand and walked him to the library.) Together we scoured the
library, and within fifteen minutes had located about four potentialy usable
items. My graduate assistant admitted that these items had not shown up in
any of his computer searches.

The moral to this story is simple. Computer searches and the vast infor-
mation available via the Internet are wonderful places to begin. They can pro-
vide enormous amounts of information. Frequently, however, there is no
absolute replacement for simply physically thumbing through journal indexes.

You have now presumably located the relevant reference indexes for the
research idea and have used cryptic subject termsto locate alist of references.
The next task is to locate severa of these pieces of literature and begin read-
ing about the topic. You aso will need to continue trying to expand this liter-
ature search. You can do thisby locating several fairly recent articles and con-
sulting their reference pages. Frequently, this search will yield additional
pieces of information that were not generated by the original index search.

Asyou are doing thisliterature searching, keep records on which pieces of
literature you have obtained and notes about what each one says. There are
numerous ways you can keep records and notes during a literature review.
What followsisthe two-card method, along-standing abeit very time-consuming
srategy. Inexperienced writers and researchers may want to try using it farly
precisgly. More experienced investigators may decide to make variations on it.
In any event, it provides a means for developing an extremely systematic litera-
ture review.

The Two-Card Method

As indicated by the name, this strategy requires you to create two types of
4 x 6-inch index cards. Thefirst is the author card. Annotate each with the ref-
erence information for every article of literary material you locate and exam-
ine. Whenever possible, you should aso include the library cal numbers.
Severa of my students in recent years have preferred to use electronic index
cards, as provided in some computer software packages. Although any entry
format on the card or electronic card can be used, | recommend that you use
aconsistent entry style (see Figure 2.1).

Author cards should be kept in aphabetical order to ensure that you will
always have complete information for citations and the ability to locate the doc-
ument at a later time. Even fairly experienced writers have misplaced a docu-
ment or returned it to the library, only to find they need it or the citation mate-
rial later. Often, even with considerable effort, these writers are unableto locate
the necessary information. Author cards provide a kind of insurance against
"ot having the correct information when you need to write up references or
check up on information. Also, should you continue researching in this area,
you will have a head start on future literature reviews.
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[ Aut hor's Nane]

Berg, Bruce L.,

[ Dat e] iTitle of document and publication
1992 i nformati on]

Law Enforcement: An Introduction to
Police in Society. Boston, Mass.:
Al'lyn and Bacon

[Library Call #]

FIGURE 21 Author Card

The second type of card is caled the topic card. Topic cards aso should
follow a consistent pattern and include the author's name, the date of the
publication, abrief topical label, and a short verbatim excerpt (see Figure 2.2).
Since the author cards contain the title and publication information, dupli-
cating those details on the topic cards is not necessary.

Many students have either been taught or have developed similar note-
taking strategies. In some cases, these other strategies cal for the use of legal-
length note pads. This technique, however, inhibits your ability to sort
through or organize the excerpts, short of cutting sheets into pieces.

[ Topi c Label] Police Detective
[ Aut hor's Nane]

Berg, Bruce (1992:p83)
[ Verbati m Quot e]

Detective, as a noun, nakes its first appearance in |ay
parlance in the 1840s in order to identify the police
organi zati onal position of an investigator (Kl ockars,
1985; Kuykendal, 1986, 175) . The central function of
early detective work in police organizations was

appr ehensi on.

FIGURE 2.2 Topic Card
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Additionally, these other strategies usually ask you to paraphrase the mater-
ia you take down as notes. Certainly, paraphrasing is somewhat less tedious
to accomplish than the verbatim annotation of excerpts, as promoted in my
plan. However, there are several critical reasons why | recommend the use of
verbatim quotes on these topic cards.

First, it reduces the physical amount of material you will ultimately use
when you get down to writing reports about the research. Anyone who has
undertaken a large writing project, even a term paper, should relate to the
problem of having stacks of photocopies and piles of books cluttering the
room. Trying to find some specific piece of information under such circum-
stances is quite burdensome.

Second, you can very quickly sort the topic cards into their categories
(e.g., placing al the cards about police detectives together). In this manner,
you can assemble the piles into an organized sequence that will reflect how
you plan to write the report or paper. This alowsyou to read through the rel-
evant materials for each section rather than repeatedly reading through all
the material in order to write a single section.

Third, topic cards alow you to assess whether multiple authors actually
have made similar statements about issues or situations. In turn, you are able
to make strong synthesized statements regarding the work or arguments of
others. For example, "According to Babbie (1992), Frankfort-Nachmias and
Nachmias (1996), and Leedy (1993), design isacritically important element in
the development of a research project.”

If you, as an investigator, paraphrase material on the topic cards, it is
possible that you might slant or alter meanings. Without intending to, you
might have misread, misinterpreted, or poorly paraphrased material. When
you go through the topic cards looking for agreement among authors, you
might find paraphrased statements that seem to represent smilar ideas but
that actually do not accurately represent the sentiments of the original
authors. Using verbatim excerpts ensures that this will not occur. Either the
authors did say similar things or they did not.

The obvious question at this juncture is; How much should you anno-
tate on the topic cards? While there are no hard and fadt rules, | recommend
only about two to four paragraphs. The purpose of these cards is to reduce
the amount of material ultimately necessary for the writer-investigator. To
completely transcribe works tends to defeat this purpose. Bear in mind that
you might find three or four different topics in a short article, or you might
find 9x or seven. Likewise, you might find 10 or 12 topics to excerpt from a
book, or you might find only a single topic worthy of excerpting.

Usually the excerpt will fit on a single card (front and back). However,
on occasion, you might find it necessary to use a second or even athird card.
«isimportant to number or letter subsequent cards in order to keep them in
correct sequence. In the event that you find an enormous cache of simply
Wonderful material, you can make a note of this on the card. This is a better
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strategy than copying 10 or 11 cards. Simply excerpt the usual three or four
paragraphs and then write something like "more great material!" In this case,
you will want to have the source nearby when you write the paper.

Excerpting on topic cards can be fairly tedious. You should not plan on
spending many hours at a time writing topic cards. Instead, plan to spend
only an hour or so at each topic card writing session. Even small amounts of
time, such as 10- or 15-minute intervals, can be successfully used for this pur-
pose. Remember, what this strategy loses in excitement, it gains tenfold in
organization and effective writing later.

This strategy aso is very portable. You can dip index cards into your
pocket, bag, briefcase, or backpack along with a book or photocopy of some
article. While waiting for a doctor's or dentist's appointment, you can easily
be reading and excerpting material. Or you might do topic cards while riding
atrain or bus. Theimportant thing to remember isthat asyou are reading and
creating topic cards, you also should be thinking about the material.

As mentioned previoudly, the two-card method is especialy effective
for the inexperienced researcher. For those more experienced—at least at
library based literature review endeavors—various alternatives are certainly
available. Some of theseinvolve abstracting, or excerpting material, or various
paraphrasing techniques. However, even farly systematic paraphrasing
strategies move one further away from the verbatim excerpting of material.
This, in turn, runs the serious risk of misinterpretation, misuse, or misappli-
cation of the origina author's intended meaning. | would encourage students
to experiment with the two-card method, and to make various modifications,
such as, perhaps, placing the material on a computer (creating electronic
cards). Alternatively, one might create a systematic listing or a kind of index
of the topics and abbreviated versions of the topic card contents.

The basic idea of the two-card method is to cut down on the physica
volume of material necessary for writing a comprehensive or exhaustive lit-
erature review. In addition, while undertaking the review of literary materi-
als, the researcher's thoughts should begin to turn toward refinement of the
original research idea or question. What are some specific research questions
that need to be considered in the eventual research? How have others theo-
rized about the topic? How have others researched the topic? What have oth-
ers found in previous research? Is there an interesting angle or approach that
would set your research apart from that of others or refine findings offered by
past research? You aso should begin to consider exactly how you will frame
your research questions or problems.

FRAMING RESEARCH PROBLEMS

Research problems direct or drive the research enterprise. How you will
eventually conduct a research study depends largely upon what your
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research questions are. It isimportant, therefore, to frame or formulate a clear
research problem statement. Remember, the research process begins with an
idea and only arough notion of what is to be researched. Asyou read and col-
lect information from the literature, these rough questions must become
clearer and theoretically more refined.

Let us return to the original research ideac What is the relationship
between college and drinking among American males? After reading through
some of theliterature, you might begin to refine and frame thisidea as a prob-
lem statement with researchable questions:

Problem Statement. This research proposes to examine acohol drinking
behaviorsin social settings among college-age American men.

Research Questions. A number of questions are addressed in this research
including (although not limited to) the following:

1. What are some normative drinking behaviors of young adult American
men during socia gatherings where acohol is present?

2. How do some young adult American men manage to abstain from
drinking (e.g., avoidance rituals) while in socid situations where alco-
hol is present?

3. How do young adult American men define appropriate drinking
practices?

4. How do young adult American men define acoholism?

These questions did not just happen spontaneoudly. They were influ-
enced by the literature about drinking practices among Americans. They
resulted after the investigator began thinking about what issues were impor-
tant and how those issues might be measured. Thisrequired the researcher to
consider various concepts and definitions and perhaps to develop opera-
tionalized definitions.

OPERATIONALIZATION AND
CONCEPTUALIZATION

When someone says, "That kid's a delinquent,” most of us quickly draw
some mental picture of what that is, and we are able to understand the mean-
ing of the term delinquent. If, however, someone were to ask, "How would
you define a delinquent?' we would probably find that some people think
about this term differently from others. For some, it may involve a youth
under the lega age of adult jurisdiction (usually between 16 and 18 years of
4ge) who commits law violations (Bynum & Thompson, 1992). For others, a
delinquent may be smply defined as a youthful law violator (Thornton &
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Voigt, 1992). Still others may requirein their definition some notion of ayouth
who not only breaks a law but who is aso convicted in court of this law vio-
lation (Siegd & Senna, 1988). In other words, there are a number of possible
definitions for the concept delinquent.

If you, as a researcher, are interested in studying the behavior of delin-
quent girls, you will first need to clearly define delinquent. Because humans
cannot telepathically communicate their mental images of terms, there is no
way to directly communicate which possible meaning for delinquent you
have in mind. To ensure that everyone is working with the same definition
and mental image, you will need to conceptualize and operationalize theterm.
Thisprocessiscalled operationally defining aconcept.

Operational definitions concretize the intended meaning of a concept in
relation to a particular study and provide some criteria for measuring the
empirical existence of that concept (Frankfort-Nachmias & Nachmias, 1996,
Leedy, 1993).

In operatively defining aterm or concept, you, as a researcher, begin by
declaring the term to mean whatever you want it to mean throughout the
research. While it isimportant for your readersto understand what you mean
when, for example, you use the concept delinquent, they need not necessarily
agree with that definition. Aslong as they understand what you mean by cer-
tain concepts, they can understand and appraise how effectively the concept
works in your study

Once defined, the concept needs some way to be measured during the
research process. In quantitative research, this means creating some index,
scale, or similar measurement indicator intended to calculate how much of or
to what degree the concept exists. Qualitative investigators also need agree-
ment over what a concept means in a given study and how that concept is to
be identified and examined. How will the researcher gather empirical infor-
mation or data that will inform him or her about the concept?

Consider, for example, the concept weight. As a researcher, you might
define the concept weight as the amount of mass an object possesses in terms
of pounds and ounces. Now everyone holds the same concrete meaning and
mental image for the concept weight. How shall this concept be measured?
Operationally, weight can be determined by placing an object on a scale and
rounding to the nearest ounce. This operational definition clearly tells others
what the concept is designated to mean and how it will be measured.

Unfortunately, not al concepts are as easy to define as weight or as easy
to measure. Polit and Hungler (1993), for example, suggest that many con-
cepts relevant to research in nursing are not operationalized smply. For
instance, in nursing research, the quality of life for chronically ill patients may

be defined in terms of physiological, socia, and psychological attributes. If

the nurse researcher emphasi zes the physiological aspects of quality of life for
chronically ill patientsin his or her definition, the operationalized component
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may involve measuring white blood cell counts or oxygen output, assessing
invasive surgical procedures or ventilation procedures, measuring blood
pressure, and so forth.

If, on the other hand, quality of life for chronicdly ill patients is defined
socidly, the operationalized elements of the definition would need to measure
family or socid support, living arrangements, self-management skills, inde-
pendence, and similar socid attributes. Likewise, if the nurse researcher usesa
more psychological conceptualization, the operationalized measures would be
directed along the lines of the patients' emotional acceptance of chronic illness.

Let's try another illustration of defining and operationalizing. Say you
are interested in studying to what degree or extent people are religious. To
begin, you must definethe concept religious. For thisexample, religiouswill be
defined as how actively one is involved with his or her religion. Next, you
must decide what kinds of information inform others about someone's active
involvement in religion. After consulting the literature, you decide that you
know how religious someone is by knowing whether that person believesin
a divine being, attends organized religious services on some regular basis,
prays at home, reads religious materials, celebrates certain religious holidays,
readily declares membership in a particular religion, participates in religious
socia organizations, and contributes to religious charities.

In effect, you, the researcher, are saying, "I can't immediately appre-
hend a person's religiousness. But | can think about what elements seem to
go into making up or representing observable behaviors | understand to
mean religious." By obtaining information regarding the subset of observable
attributes delineated earlier to represent religious, you can study religious-
ness. Again, as you are thinking about what observable attributes might
make up some concept, you should be perusing the literature. By spiraling
back into the literature stage, you can seek ways of how others have exam-
ined the concept of religious. You may borrow some of these previous attrib-
utes for religious, or you may create others.

In some forms of qualitative research, the investigator is not as rigor-
ously concerned with defining concepts in operational terms as outlined here.
This is because some forms of interpretative and phenomenological research
seek to discover naturally arising meanings among members of study popu-
lations. However, in many cases of qualitative research, failure to define and
operationalize concepts will spell disaster. If, as a researcher, you have not
made clear what your concepts mean, your results may be meaningless in
terms of explanatory power or applicability. If you have not thought about
how data will be collected to represent attributes of the concept, it will be
very difficult for you to determine answers to research questions. And if you
have not worked with the literature in developing relevant meanings and
measurable attributes, it will be impossible for you to see how eventual
results fit into this extant body of knowledge.
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Your next problem, then, is determining exactly how information about
various attributes will be obtained. As you reach this point, you move one
foot forward toward the design stage of the research enterprise. Naturaly,
your other foot will remain in the literature stage.

DESIGNING PROJECTS

The design for aresearch project is literally the plan for how the study will be
conducted. It is a matter of thinking about, imagining, and visualizing how
the research study will be undertaken (DeBakey & DeBakey, 1978; Leedy,
1993). Or, as Vderie Janesick (1994) metaphorically describesit, designis the
choreography that establishestheresearch dance.

The design stage of research is concerned with a series of important deci-
sions having to do with the research idea or question(s). What types of infor-
mation or data will be gathered and through what forms of data-collection
technologies? Where will the research be undertaken, and among what group
or groups of people (questions of Site, setting, and sample)? In doing research,
you must decide whether to use one data-collection strategy aone or to com-
bine several strategies (data triangulation). Will you undertake the study alone
or with the assistance of others (multiple investigators triangulation)? You
must consider whether the study will be framed by a single overarching theory
or by severa related theories (theoretica triangulation). How much will the
project cost in time and money, and how much can you actually aford? Are the
data-collection strategies appropriate for the research questions being asked?
Wheat will the data look like once they have been collected? How will the data
be organized and analyzed?

In effect, during the design stage, you, the investigator, sketch out the
entire research project in an effort to foresee any possible glitches that might
arise. If you locate a problem now, while the project is till on the drafting
board, there is no harm done. After the project has begun, if you find that con-
cepts have been poorly conceived, that the wrong research questions have
been asked, or that the data collected are inappropriate or from the wrong
group of people, the project may be ruined.

Researchers in the socia sciences typically conduct research on human
subjects. The design stage is the time when you, the researcher, must consider
whether ethical standards and safeguards for subject safety are adequate. You
must make certain that subjects will be protected from any harm. Chapter 3
discusses issues of research ethicsin detail. For now, regard the design stage
as the time when ethical proprieties such as honesty; openness of intent;
respect for subjects; issues of privacy, anonymity, and confidentiaity; the
intent of the research; and the willingness of subjects to participate voluntar-
ily in the research are appraised.
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Setting and Population Appropriateness

During the research design phase of a project, the investigator needs to con-
sider arationae for identifying and using a particular setting as a data collec-
tion site (Marshal & Rossman, 1999). Also, a decision must be made regard-
ing who will serve as the researcher and the research study population. The
study site or setting should be alocation where:

1. Entry or accessis possible.

2. The appropriate people (target population) are likely to be available.

3. Thereis a high probability that the study's focuses, processes, people,
programs, interactions, and/or structures that are part of the research
question(s) will be available to the investigator; and

4. The research can be conducted effectively by an individual or individu-
als during the data collection phase of the study (e.g., an African Amer-
ican researcher should not undertake research among members of the
Ku Klux Man).

The research question is generally regarded as the primary guide to the
appropriate site or setting selection (Flick, 1998, Marshall & Rossman, 1999;
Silverman, 1999). For example, if the researcher's question(s) has to do with
why some battered women remain with their battering spouses, the data col-
lection site will have to be some place related to battered women and some
place that is safe. This might be a shelter for battered women and children. If
the research question has to do with the formation of informal cliquesin high
schools (e.g., jocks, nerds, druggies, etc.), then, adifferent data collection loca-
tion would be necessary. In this case, the setting would need to be one where
high-school aged youths are likely to gather, and may actually involve sev-
eral locations (e.g., aloca park, skating rink, public pool, restaurant, etc.).

In many cases, the decision to use a particular research siteistied closgly
to obtaining access to an appropriate population of potential subjects. Poor
study ste sdection and/or poor sample decisions may weaken or ruin even-
tual findings. One must be careful to identify an appropriate population, not
merely an easly accessible one. For instance, let's say you wanted to conduct a
study investigating the opinions or practices of Native Americans. One easy
way of locating asite and popul ation might be to turn to college students. After
all, college students are easy to locate on college campuses. They are likely to
be willing to take part in an interview—either out of curiosity or to help out
another student. But, one must ask the question: What pertinent information
will the average non-Native American college student have regarding how
Native Americans think, perceive their socid world, or practice their particular
life styles? In other words, if you want to know about Native Americans, then
you need to locate a setting where Native Americans can be accessed.
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Sometimes, a researcher identifies what they believe to be an appropri-
ate study population, but they cannot immediately see where an appropriate
setting might be for data collection. For example, several years ago, | had a
student interested in conducting a study about fear of crime among the blind.
On the surface, this sounds like a pretty good research topic. The problem
arose when | asked him how (and where) he planned to access such a popu-
lation of potential subjects. He thought for a while and made a trip to the
library before returning to me to announce that he wanted to conduct inter-
views. | agreed that that might be an acceptable way to collect data on peo-
ples perceptions of their fear of crime. | next asked the student: Where are
you going to locate subjects? This question created a new problem for the stu-
dent, who was so proud that he had determined a means for data collection
that he had not thought about where he would locate subjects to interview.

Severa days later the student returned with a plan and a story of his
own. The student told me that he had discussed his need to access blind peo-
ple to conduct a study of their perceptions of fear of crime with another fac-
ulty member. The faculty member—who was obviously not terribly versed in
methods—suggested that the student simply go to one of the large introduc-
tory classes and divide the class in hdf. Then, he suggested that the student
have haf the class place blindfolds over their eyes, and spend a period of
time walking around campus (ushered by one of the other non-blindfolded
students). Following this experience, the students could switch off, so both
groups experienced blindness. Next, the class could be administered a pencil
and paper survey about their fear of crime, having now experienced the pre-
cariousness of not being able to see. The student immediately recognized that
thiswould not be an appropriate setting or sample for his study. Wisdy, how-
ever, he did not argue with the faulty member, but rather thanked him, and
explained that he wanted to conduct a more qualitative study.

The student then explained his actua plan to me. He indicated that he
intended to attend a summer camp for the blind sponsored by several non-
profit agencies. He had learned that the population of the camp came from
the entire state, and that no one who wanted to attend was ever turned away
(those who could not afford to pay were awarded camp scholarships). Thus,
the camp contained a population from various socioeconomic strata, races,
ages, and both men and women. The student spent the summer and was able
both to conduct nearly 60 interviews and some limited participant observa-
tion (Rounds, 1994).

Sampling Strategies

Thelogic of using a sample of subjectsis to make inferences about some larger
population from a smaller one—the sample. In quantitative research, the inves-
tigator iskeenly concerned with probability sampling. The concept of probability
sampling isbased on the notion that a sample can be selected that will mathe-
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matically represent subgroups of some larger population (Senese, 1998). The
parameters required for creating these probability samples are quite restrictive
but alow the investigator to make various inferential hypothesis tests (using
various gtatistical techniques). The most commonly discussed probability sam-
ple is the simple random sample. The simple random sample most closdy
approximates the ideals in probability sampling. To accomplish a smple ran-
dom sample, each element in the full population must have an equa and inde-
pendent chance of inclusion in the eventual sample to be studied. Smple ran-
dom sampling typicdly begins with a full listing of every element in the full
population to be investigated. Oncethisligt of dl of the elements has been con-
structed, the size of the sample must be determined. Once this has been accom-
plished, a random numbers table, computer, or other procedure for randomly
selecting el ements from the list will be applied (see Figure 2.3).

The socia sciences often examine research situations where one cannot
select the kinds of probability samples used in large-scale surveys, and which
conform to the restricted needs of a probability sample. In these situations,
investigatorsrely upon nonprobability samples.

In nonprobability sampling, the investigator does not base his or her sam-
ple selection on probability theory. Rather, efforts are undertaken (1) to create a
kind of quasi-random sample, and/or (2) to have a clear idea about what larger

:URE 2.3 Probability Sampling Strategies

PLE RANDOM SAMPLING. Typically, this procedure is intended to produce a rep-

itative sample. The process draws subjects from an identified population in
a manner that every unit in that population has precisely the same chance
anility] of being included in the sample.

ATIC RANDOM SAMPLING. The use of a systematic sample provides a con-
uent way to draw a sample from a large identified population when a printed list of
ulation is available. In systematic sampling, every nth name is selected from
Usually the interval between names on the list is determined by d|V|d|ng the
er of. persons desired in the sample into the full population. For example, if a
sample of 80 was desired, and the population list contained 2,560 names, the
hes would divide 2,560 by 80. The resulting 32 becomes the interval be-

n‘nam«3s on the list. It is important, however, to begin the list at some random
sia ng ‘place. Frequently, researchers select a number between 1 and 20 (usually
.from :a random numbers table) and begin at that location on the list and then
at ewry nth name—in our example, at every thirty-second name on the list.

ATIFIED RANDOM SAMPLING. - A stratified sample is used whenever researchers
-ensure that a certain segment of the identified population under examina-
__‘epresented in the sample. The population is divided into subgroups (strata),
. pendent samples of each stratum are selected. Within each stratum, a par-
npling fraction is applied in order to ensure representativeness of propor-
g > full population. Thus, sampling fractions in some strata may differ from
1IPpsg; thers in the same sample. Stratified samples can be used only when
Afwﬂt{ n is-available to divide the population into strata.
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group or groups the sample may reflect. Nonprobability samples offer the ben-
efits of not requiring a list of all possible elementsin a full population, and the
ability to access otherwise highly sengtive or difficult to research study popula-
tions. For example, it would be very difficult to undertake astudy of active pros-
titutes, since it would be virtually impossible to create a list of al of the prosti-
tutes even in a given area. At best, one might create a listing of al the known
prostitutes. Thus, frequently inthe socia sciences, aresearcher ispresented with
interesting and potentialy important research questions that cannot be
answered by aprobability sampling technique. From the perspective of qualita-
tive research, nonprobability sampling tends to be the norm. The following sec-
tions describe the four most common types of nonprobability samples.

Convenience Samples. The convenience sample is sometimes referred to as
an accidental or availability sasmple (Babbie, 1998; Mutchnick & Berg, 1996).
This category of sample relies on available subjects—those who are close at
hand or easily accessble. For example, it is fairly common for college and
university professors to use their students as subjects in their research proj-
ects. Thistechniqueisused al too frequently and has some serious risks asso-
ciated with it. Specificaly, often aresearcher is interested in studying charac-
teristics or processes that college students simply are not equipped to offer
information about. Consider again, for example, the suggested use of blind-
folded students to study fear of crime among the blind.

Under certain circumstances this strategy is an excellent means of obtain-
ing preliminary information about some research question quickly and inex-
pensively. For example, if an investigator were interested in examining how
college students perceive drinking and drunkenness, he or she could easily
make use of a convenience sample of college students. If, on the other hand, the
researcher was interested in studying sef-images among blue collar workers,
he or she could not use this convenience sample of college students and simply
ask them to pretend that they are blue collar workers when answering the
researcher's questions. In other words convenience samples must be eval uated
for appropriateness of fit for a given study.

Purposive Sampling. This category of sampling is sometimes called judg-
mental sampling. When devel oping a purposive sample, researchers use their
specia knowledge or expertise about some group to sdect subjects who rep-
resent this population. In some instances, purposive samples are selected
after field investigations on some group, in order to ensure that certain types
of individuals or persons displaying certain attributes are included in the
study. Despite some serious limitations (for instance, the lack of wide gener-
alizability), purposive samples are occasionaly used by researchers. Delin-

quent youths, for example, who might not appear in sufficient numberstobe

meaningful under more traditional random techniques, might be purpo-
sively sampled (Glasner et al., 1983).
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Snowball Sampling. Another nonprobability sampling strategy, that some
may see as smilar to convenience sampling, is known as snowball sampling.
Snowballing is sometimes the best way to locate subjects with certain attrib-
utes or characteristics necessary in a study. Snowball samples are particularly
popular among researchers interested in studying various classes of deviance,
sengitive topics, or difficult to reach populations (Lee, 1993).

Thebasic strategy of snowballing involves first identifying several people
with relevant characterigtics and interviewing them or having them answer a
questionnaire. These subjects are then asked for the names of other people who
possess the same attributes as they do.

If you wanted to learn about, say, drug use or theft by nurses, the use of
some sort of probability sample would seem out of the question. But, through
use of a few informants, field investigations, or other strategies, the
researcher might identify a small number of nurseswith these characteristics.
By asking these first subjects for referrals of additional nurses, the sample
eventually "snowballs" from a few subjects to many subjects (see for exam-
ple, Dabney & Berg, 1994).

Quota Samples. A quota sample begins with a kind of matrix or table that
creates cells or stratum. The quota sampling strategy then uses a nonproba-
bility method to fill these cells. The researcher may wish to use gender, age,
education, or any other attributes to create and label each stratum or cell in
the table. Which attributes are selected will have to do with the research ques-
tion and study focuses. Next, one needs to determine the proportion of each
attribute in the full study population. For instance, let's say a researcher
wants to study perceptions of violence among people in the United States,
with a special interest in people over the age of 65. Census data would pro-
vide the researcher with reasonable estimates of people over the age of 65, as
well as various categories under the age of 65. The research could create var-
ious age cohorts—people over 65, 45-65, 25-<+A, and under 25. Next, the
researcher could determine the proportion of people in each of these age
groups. Following this, the investigator could select a region of the country
and sample people in that area, identifying the same proportion of people for
each age cohort as identified in the census data.

DATA COLLECTION AND ORGANIZATION

Asyou begin visualizing how the research project will "unfold, cascade, roll,
and emerge" (Lincoln & Guba, 1985, p. 210), you also must imagine what the
data will look like. Will raw data be audiotape cassettes that result from long
interviews? Will data comprise dozens of spiral notebooks filled with field
notes? Will the data include photographs or video recordings? Will they
entail systematic observational checklists or copies of files containing medical
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or crimina histories? Could data actually be the smudges Ieft on a polished
counter or glass display case? Just what will the research data look like?

Furthermore, what will you do with the data to organize them and
make them ready for analysis? That many students fal down at this stage of
the research process and find themselves lost, even after taking several
research courses, isinteresting to note. While most research courses and text-
books are excellent at describing the basic structure of research, few movethe
student into the areas of data organization and analysis. Typicadly, the results
are that students come up with excellent ideas for research, conduct solid lit-
erature reviews, produce what sound like viable research designs, and even
collect massive amounts of data. The problem arises, however, at this point:
What do they do with the collected data?

If you were doing quantitative research, there might be an easy answer
to the question of organization and analysis. You would reduce the data to
computerizable form and enter them into a database. Then using one form or
another of packaged statistics for the social sciences, you would endeavor to
analyze the data. Lamentably, qualitative data are not as quickly or easily
handled. A common mistake made by many inexperienced or uninformed
researchers is to reduce qualitative data to symbolic numeric representations
and quantitatively computer analyze them. As Berg and Berg (1993) state, this
ceases at once to be qualitative research and amounts to little more than a
variation of quantitative data collection.

How qualitative data are organized depends in part upon what the data
look like. If they are in textual form, such as field notes, or can be made into
textual form, such as a transcription of a tape-recorded interview, they may
be organized in one manner. If they are video, photographic, or drawn mate-
ria, they will require a different form of organization and analysis. But
regardless of the data form, you must consider this issue during the design
stage of the process. Again, this pointsto the spiraling effect of research activ-
ities. If you wait until data have actually been collected to consider how they
are to be organized for analysis, serious problems may arise. For example,
you may not have planned for adequate time or financial resources. Or you
might collect data in such a way that they should be systematically orga
nized, coded, or indexed as they were collected and not after the fact. In any
event, you must direct thought toward how data will be organized and ana-
lyzed long before you begin the data-collection process.

Typicdly, theimmediately collected raw data are not immediately avail-
able for analysis. Rather, the raw data requires some sort of organizing and
processing before it can actually be analyzed. Field notes, for example, may
fill hundreds of pages of notebooks or take up thousands of megabytes of
space on a computer disk. These notes need to be edited, corrected, and made
more readable, even before they can be organized, indexed, or entered into a
computer-generated text analysis program file. Recorded interviews must be
transcribed (transformed into written text), corrected, and edited; aso before
being somehow indexed or entered into a text-based computer analysis pro-
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gram. The volume of pages of qualitative raw data can sometimes be quite
daunting to the inexperienced researcher. Thus, understanding how data can
be organized and managed is very important. This directs our attention to
notions of data storage and retrieval.

DATA STORAGE, RETRIEVAL, AND ANALYSIS

As Huberman and Miles (1994) suggest, "How data are stored and retrieved
is the heart of data management. . . ."A clear and working storage and
retrieval systemiscritical if one expectsto keep track of the reams of datathat
have been collected; to flexibly access and use the data; and to assure sys-
tematic analysis and documentation of the data. In thisway the study can, in
principle, be verified through replication.

Levine (1985), Walfe (1992), and Huberman and Miles (1994) dl argue
that data management and data analysis are integrally related. There are, in
fact, no rigid boundaries between them. The main concerns are as follows:

1. A system that ensures high-quality accessibility to the data.

2. Documentation of any analysis that is carried out; and

3. Retention and protection of data and related analysis of documents
after the study has been completed.

From the perspective of this book, and in keeping with the preceding three
issues, data analysis can be defined as consisting of three concurrent flows of
action: data reduction, data display, and conclusions and verification (see also
Huberman & Miles, 1994, pp. 10-12).

Data Reduction. In qualitative research, data reduction does not necessarily
refer to quantifying nominal data. Qualitative data needs to be reduced and
transformed in order to make it more readily accessble, understandable, and
to draw out various themes and patterns. Data reduction acknowledges the
voluminous nature of quaitative datain the raw. It directs attention to the need
for focusing, smplifying, and transforming raw data into a more manageable
form. Frequently, data reduction occurs throughout the research project's life.
For example, asin-depth interviews are completed and hours of audiotapes are
created, the interviews are also transcribed into print by word-processing pro-
grams and/or computer-based textual analysis formats. As the project contin-
ues, further elements of data reduction will occur (written summaries, coding,
development of grounded themes, identification of analytic themes, consider-
ation of relevant theoretical explanations, etc.). This data-reduction and trans-
formation process occurs throughout the span of the research.

Data Display. The notion of data display is intended to convey the idea that
data are presented as an organized, compressed assembly of information that
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permits conclusions to be analytically drawn. Displays may involve tables of
data; tally sheets of themes; summaries or proportions of various statements,
phrases, or terms; and similarly reduced and transformed groupings of data.
These displays assist the researcher in understanding and/or observing certain
patterns in the data, or determining what additional analysis or actions must
be taken. Aswith the activity of data reduction, the development of displaysis
not really a separate step, but rather a component of the analysis process.

Conclusions and Verification. The last analysis activity | will discussis con-
cluson drawing and verification. Throughout the research process the investi-
gator has been making various informed evauations and decisions about the
study and the data. Sometimes these have been made on the basis of material
found in exigting literature (as the researcher spirals back and forth to the liter-
ature). Sometimes these evaluations and decisions have arisen asaresult of data
as they are collected (based on observations in the field, statements made dur-
ing interviews, observations of patternsin various documents, etc.). Yet, experi-
enced researchers do not make definitive conclusions during these preliminary
periods in the research process. Rather, they hold an open and perhaps even a
skeptica point of view. In fact, some of the tentative outcomes have aided in
data-reduction and data-display activities. Eventualy, after the data has been
collected, reduced, and displayed, anaytic conclusons may begin to emerge
and define themselves more clearly and definitively.

Veification is actualy a two-fold consideration. First, conclusions
drawn from the patterns apparent in the data must be confirmed (verified) to
assure that they are real, and not merely wishful thinking on the part of the
researcher. This may be accomplished by the researcher carefully checking
the path to his conclusion (i.e,, retracing the various anaytic steps that led to
the conclusion). Or, it may involve having another researcher independently
examine the displays and data to see if he or she will draw comparable con-
clusions, a kind of inter-coder reliability check.

Second, verification involves assuring that al of the procedures used to
arrive at the eventual conclusions have been clearly articulated. In this man-
ner, another researcher could potentially replicate the study and the analysis
procedures and draw comparable conclusions. The implication of this second
verification strand implies that qualitative analysis needs to be very well doc-
umented as a process. In addition to its availability to other researchers, it
permits evaluation of one's analysis strategies, saf-reflection, and refinement
of one's methods and procedures.

DISSEMINATION

Once the research project has been completed, it is not realy over. That is,
doing research for the sake of doing it offers no benefit to the scientific com-

DESIGNING QUALITATIVE RESEARCH 37

munity or to the existing body of knowledge it might inform. Research, then,
is not complete until it has been disseminated. This may be accomplished
through reports submitted to appropriate public agencies or to funding
sources. It may include informal presentations to colleagues at brown-bag
lunches or forma presentations at professional association meetings. It may
involve publishing reports in one of a variety of academic or professiona
journals. Regardless of how the information is spread, it must be dissemi-
nated if it is to be considered both worthwhile and complete. Chapter 12
explains how you may go about disseminating your research results. For the
purposes of designing research projects, it is important to bear in mind that
this stage of the research process isintegral to the whole.

TRYING IT OUT

There are a number of ways you can practice aspects related to the planning
of research. What follows are only a few suggestions that should provide an
opportunity to gain some experience. While these are useful experientia
activities, they should not be confused with actually conducting research.

Suggestion 1: Locate three or four different textbooks on juvenile delin-
quency. Look up the definition of delinquent either in the text or in the glos-
sary. Remember, you might need to try looking under "juvenile delinquent,”
depending on how the term was indexed. Now consider the differences, if
any, that exist between each text's definition, and write a single synthesized
definition.

Suggestion 2. LocatetheIndex to the Social Sciencesinacollege or university
library. Use this index to find 10 sources of reference material for a potentia
study on child abuse. Remember to be creative in developing topicsto look up.

Suggestion 3. Identify six concepts and operationally define each. Be sure
to consult relevant literature before terms are defined. Do not just make up
definitions. When operatively defining how each concept will be measured,
be certain these operations conform to both relevant literature and the quali-
tative paradigm.
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CHAPTER 3

ETHICAL ISSUES

Socid scientists, perhaps to a greater extent than the average citizen, have an
ethical obligation to their colleagues, their study population, and the larger
society. The reason for thisisthat socia scientists delveinto the socid lives of
other human beings. From such excursions into private socia lives, various
policies, practices, and even laws may result. Thus, researchers must ensure
the rights, privacy, and welfare of the people and communities that form the
focus of their studies.

During the past several decades, methods of data collection, organiza-
tion, and analysis have become more sophisticated and penetrating. As a con-
sequence, the extent or scope of research has become greatly expanded. With
this expansion has come increased awareness and concern over the ethics of
research and researchers.

To alarge extent concerns about research ethics revolve around various
issues of harm, consent, privacy, and the confidentiality of data (Punch, 1994).
This chapter considers these important ethical concerns as associated with
research in general and with qualitative research in particular.

As Babbie (1983) accurately points out, "All of us consider ourselves
ethical; not perfect perhaps, but more ethical than most of humanity." Unfor-
tunately, one problem in social science is that ethical considerations are sub-
jective. Researchers eager to gain access to some population that might oth-
erwise be difficult to reach may really not see that their plans are unethical.
Some overly zealous researchers, while realizing that certain of their practices
may be unethical, nonetheless plunge forward, justifying their actions under
the excuse that it isn't illegal!

Many experienced researchers can tell with regret war stories about
having violated sometenet of ethicsin their less experienced years. The trans-
gression may have involved alowing some gatekeeper to manipulate sub-
jects to take part in a study (under veiled threat of some loss of privilege), or
it may have involved some covert investigation that resulted in subtle inva-
sionsof privacy. In any case, these now experienced researchers are still likely
to fed somewhat embarrassed when they think about these instances—at
least one hopes they do.

0y



40  CHAPTER THREE

Often, glaring violations of ethical standards are recognized nearly as
soon as the researchers have conceived them. Frequently, during planning
stages, particularly when conducting research together with a colleague, eth-
ica problems are identified and worked through. This is not to say that prac-
tices that might appear unethical to others outside the study are aways elim-
inated. Rather, the process, like much of qualitative research, is a negotiation,
a tradeoff for the amount of access to subjects the researchers are willing to
accept in exchange for the amount of ethical risk they are willing to take.

It is not difficult to understand that injecting unknowing subjects with
live HIV or AIDS virus is unethical. It may not be quite as easy to see that
studying drug dealers and then turning over their addresses and fidd notes
as evidence to the police is dso unethical. This latter example is somewhat
more difficult to see because a law-abiding attitude is probably so well
ingrained in most researchers that the logica response seems obvious—
namely, if citizens can assist the police, they have amora obligation to do so.
However, precisdly because such tensions between logic and ethics exigt,
careful consideration of ethical issuesis critical to the success or failure of any
high-quality research involving humans.

The firg portion of this chapter examines some of the historical back-
ground of research ethics, including some of the mgjor events that influenced
current ethical research practices. Ethica elements commonly considered
important when researchers involve human subjects in their research are then
addressed.

RESEARCH ETHICS IN
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

There are dmost as many historicd explanations for the current interest in
research ethics as there are research books on college library shelves. Some
authors point to the Civil Rights movement during the late 1950s and 1960s as
having raised researchers awareness of ethical issues (Barber, 1973). Other
writers suggest that current concerns result from attempts to control federdly
funded research as available funds grew in quantum leaps following World
Wer 1l (Smith, 1967; Sykes, 1967). Still others point to particular studies with
especidly questionable ethics as "controversid" or "provocative," creating
concern over the rights and welfare of human subjects (Babbie, 1998, p. 447ff).

There is, however, general agreement that current concerns about
research ethics grew out of biomedical research, particularly the ghoulish tor-
ture and dismemberment perpetrated under the guise of medical research by
Nazi scientists during World War 11. For instance, in the name of science, Nazi
physicians exposed subjects to freezing temperatures, live viruses, poisons,
malaria, and an assortment of untested drugs and experimental operations
(Berger, 1990; Burns & Grove, 1993). This wartime medical research led in
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1949 to the Nuremberg Code, which established principles for research on
human subjects, most notably that subjects must voluntarily consent to partic-
ipatein astudy (Wexler, 1990, p. 81).

This ethical canon became the foundation of the Declaration of Helsinki,
adopted by the World Health Organization in 1964 and revised in 1975
(Levine, 1986). It was also the basis for the "Ethical Guidelines for Clinical
Investigation" adopted by the American Medical Association in 1966 (Bower
& de Gasparis, 1978). Y¢, asKatz (1972) indicates, years|ater and thousands
of miles away from the bloodstained walls of Nazi operating rooms,
extremely risky—sometimes fata—research was being carried out on
unknowing patients herein the United States. Consider, for example, the case
of two research physicians at the Brooklyn Jewish Chronic Disease Hospital,
who during the mid-1960s injected a suspension containing live cancer cells
into 22 unsuspecting elderly patients (Levine, 1986). Although media and
public pressure brought an end to the experiment, neither physician was ever
prosecuted on any sort of crimina charge (Hershey & Miller, 1976).

Interestingly, before the 1960s, few laws regulated the research process.
AsBower and de Gasparis (1978) suggest, with the exception of medical mal-
practice laws, virtually no federd or state statutes regulated research. Conse-
quently, no legal redress was available to subjects, even if they believed they
had been wronged by abehavioral scientist. Highly questionable practicesin
research throughout the late 1950s and 1960s repeatedly demonstrated the
need for regulation and control of studies involving human subjects.

For instance, among the more glaring violations of ethical practices was
astudy conducted by the U.S. Public Health Service known as the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study (Brandt, 1978; Jones, 1993). This project, which spanned more
than 40 years, was alongitudinal study whose purpose was to identify a pop-
ulation of syphilitic black men and to observe in these subjects, over aperiod
of time, the conseguences of untreated syphilis. One of the study's original
creatorsis attributed as having made the following prophetic statement about
the project: "It will either cover us with mud or glory when completed"
Qones, 1993, p. 112).

Although the researchers on the study did not themselves infect the
subjects, once the study had begun, the investigative team actively interfered
with the lives and health of the subjects without their consent (Jones, 1993).
The study began in 1932 when no cure for syphilis existed. After a cure (peni-
cillin) was identified in the 1950s, the research team actively sought to keep
the existence of the treatment from their subjects. This included offering free
so-called treatment and health services to the sample of men, as well as con-
tacting local African American physicians and instructing them not to treat
(for syphilis) any of the 400 men involved in the study.

. To ensure that an autopsy could be done on any subject who died dur-
™8 the experiment, the team offered free burial services. Surviving family
Members typically were unaware that free burial was conditional on
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allowing an autopsy. The study ended in 1972 &fter it was exposed by the
news media and public pressure forced officids to terminate the study. Esti-
mates of the number of men who died directly from advanced syphilis range
from 28 to 100 subjects (Brandt, 1978). Shortly after termination of the study,
the Department of Health, Education, and Wdfare (the parent agency of the
U.S. Public Health Service) appointed a panel that concluded that the
research had been "ethically unjustified."

On May 16,1997, 65 years after it had begun—and 23 years dfter it had
ended—President Clinton publicly apologized to the families of the subjects,
and the eight surviving subjects in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study (Clinton,
1997). In his remarks, President Clinton stated:

The eight men who are survivors of the syphilis sudy a Tuskegee are aliving
link to a time not so very long ago that many Americans would prefer not to
remember, but we dare not forget. It was atime when our nation faled to live
up to its idedls, when our nation broke the trust with people that is the very
foundation of our democracy. It is not only in remembering that shameful past
that we can make amends and repair our nation, but it isin remembering that
past that we can build a better present and better future. And without remem-
bering it, we cannot make amends and we cannot go forward.

S0, today America does remember the hundreds of men used in reseerch
without their knowledge and consent. We remember them and their family
members. Men who were poor and African American, without resources and
with fen dternatives, they beieved they had found hope when they were
offered free medical care by the United States Public Hedlth Sarvice They were
betrayed.

The United States government did something wrong—adeeply, profoundly,
moraly wrong. It was an outrage to our commitment to integrity and equality
for dl our citizens

Tothe survivors, to the wives and family members, the children and grand-
children, | say what you know: no power on Earth can give you back the lives
logt, the pain suffered, the years of internd torment and anguish. What was
done cannot be undone. But we can end the Slence. We can stop turning our
heads avay. We can look a you in the eye and findly say on behdf of the Amer-
ican people, what the United States government did was shameful, and | am
oIy

While the president's remarks were a good beginning to restoring con-
fidence in poor ethnic communities, the "negative legacy” of the Tuskegee
study continues to impede researchers efforts to conduct an assortment of
research projects, particularly those involving minorities (Shalala, 1997).

Many other biomedical experiments conducted during the sixties were
also "ethically unjustified” (Hershey & Miller, 1976), and during this same
period, many behavioral scientists were involved in potentially ethically
unjustified research as well—for example, Stanley Milgram's experiment on
following orders and control. Milgram (1963) was interested in learning
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about human tendencies to obey authority figures. To observe this phenome-
non, he told voluntary subjects that they were to teach another person, sup-
posedly another volunteer subject, a simple word-association task. The other
volunteer, however, was actually another investigator on the study.

The subject/teacher was instructed by Milgram to administer an electric
shock to the learner (the confederate in an adjacent room) whenever the
learner made a mistake. The subject/teacher was told that this eectric shock
was intended to facilitate learning and should be increased in intensity pro-
gressively with each error. Many of the subjects obediently (in fact, glesfully)

~ advanced the shock levels to potentialy lethal levels.

In redlity, the supposed learner received no shocks at all. Rather, each
time the subject/teacher administered a shock, a signal indicated that the
learner should react as if shocked. Nonetheless, the deception aroused con-
siderable emotional anguish and guilt in the subjects.

Another example of research with questionable ethical tactics is
Humphreys's (1970) study of casual homosexual encounters called Tearoom
Trade. Humphreys was interested in gaining understanding not only about
practicing homosexuals but also about heterosexuals who briefly engaged in
homosexual encounters. In addition to observing encounters in public
restroomsin parks (tearooms), Humphreys devel oped away to gain access to
detailed information about the subjects he covertly observed.

While serving as a watch queen (a voyeuristic lookout), Humphreys
was able to observe the encounters and to catch a glimpse of the participants
car license plates. Once Humphreys had their license plate numbers, he was
able to locate their home addresses through the local department of motor
vehicles. Next, he disguised himsalf and deceived these men into believing
that he was conducting a survey in their neighborhood. The result was that
Humphreys managed to collect considerable amounts of information about
each of the subjects he had observed in the tearooms.

Shortly after the publication of Humphreys's work in 1970, there was a
considerable outcry against the invasion of privacy, misrepresentation of
researcher identities, and deception commonly being practiced during the
course of research. Many of the controversies that revolve around Hum-
phreys's research remain key ethical issues today. Paramount among these
issues are the judtifications that the subject matter was of critical importance
to the scientific community and that it simply could not have been investi-
gated in any other manner.

Naturaly, this begs the question of considering the potential benefit of
a research project weighed against the potential harm. This utilitarian argu-
ment essentially sets up a kind of scale where risk and harm are placed on
°ne side and benefits are placed on the other side (see Figure 3.1). If the deter-
mination is that the amount of benefit outwei ghs the amount of potential risk
" harm, then the research may be seen from an ethical point of view as per-
missible (Taylor, 1994). This notion, of course, assumes that there is no poten-
tial serious risk of harm, injury, or death possible for any research subject.
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Potential Rigk
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FIGURE 3.1 The Research Risk Benefit Scale

In the case of Humphreys's study, there are many researchers who
maintain that the social, legal, and psychologica policy changes that have
resulted far outweigh any minor invasions of privacy. This is not to suggest
that there are not other researchers who argue that the research was unethi-
ca no matter how great the benefits have been.

FROM GUIDELINES TO LAW:
REGULATIONS ON THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Early attempts to devise rigorous biomedical experimentation guidelines
faled. One mgor reason was the inability to develop a single code of ethics
that, as Bower and de Gasparis (1978, p. 5) put it, "could cover with equal
adequacy and flexibility the entire range of biomedical experimentation.”
However, in 1966, the Surgeon Genera issued what may have been the first
officid rules concerning al Public Health Service research. This statement
specified that any research financidly supported by the Public Health Service
was contingent on a review by an institutional committee. The committee
was charged with the responsibility of ensuring that study procedureswould
not harm human subjects and that subjects were informed of any potential
risks (and benefits) from their participation.

Severd revisions of this general policy occurred during 1967-1969.
Findly, in 1971, the Department of Hedlth, Education, and Wefare (DHEW)
published a booklet entitled "The Institutional Guide to DHEW Policy on Pro-
tection of Human Subjects,”" which extended the requirement of an institutional
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review committee to all DHEW grant and contract activities involving human
subjects. In addition, thisbookl et required researchersto obtain informed consent
from subjects before including them in the research.

In 1974, the National Research Act was passed by Congress, and the
National Commission on Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedica and
Behaviora Research was created by Title 11 of this law. The National Research
Act directed dl institutions that sponsored research to establish ingtitutional
review committees, today more commonly called institutional review boards
(IRBs). Locdly based in-house IRBs were now charged with the responsibility
of carefully reviewing any proposed research that involved human subjects.

Among several other issues, IRBs were expected to ensure that research
investigators had considered both potential risks and benefits to subjects, that
important scientific knowledge could be derived from the project, that legally
informed consent would be obtained from each subject, and that the rights
and interests of subjects were protected (Liemohn, 1979).

Another important piece of research-related legisation is the education
amendments of 1974. These laws, better known as the Buckley Amendments,
were intended to protect the privacy of parents and students (Holden, 1975).
In essence, these laws limited access to officid records concerning (and iden-
tifying) an individual, and they prohibited release of such personal informa-
tion (with some exceptions) to anyone ese without written consent of the stu-
dent (and the parent in the case of minors).

Findly, the Privacy Acts of 1974 offered additional legal assurances
against invasive research on human subjects. This legidation was primarily
designed to protect citizens from large private corporations and federd insti-
tutions and from the release of potentialy erroneous information and records.
In addition, however, it provided individuals with judicial machinery for
redressing indiscriminate sharing of personal information and records without
prior written consent—including when obtained by deceptive researchers. A
far number of these regulations are informally overseen by institutional review
boards. Let us consider IRBs in greater detail.

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARDS (IRBS)

Whenever someone brings up the topic of institutional review boards, he or
sheruns the risk of evoking strong feelings among socia science researchers.
Some researchers see IRBs as handcuffs impeding their search for scientific
answers to socia problems. Some researchers simply believe that contempo-
rary IRBs have grown too big for their breeches and that they tend to over-
step their perceived purpose and limits. Other researchers say IRBs are
daffed with clinicians unable to understand the nuances of certain socia sci-
“ntific styles of research. Indeed, there are many who view IRBs as villains
rather than as necessary—let aone virtuous—ingtitutions. Idedlly, IRBs

___8%<ould be seen as a group of individuals who sdflessy give their time and
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expertise to ensure that human subjects are neither physically nor emotion-
aly injured by researchers. lronicdly, while few researchers today really
believe that IRBs are not necessary, these same individuals are likely to view
IRBs in less than positive terms.

In the academic community of the 1990s, research continues to uphold
its position as a critically important element. Fundamentally, and somewhat
atruigtically, research holds the promise of important revelations for collec-
tive thinking and changes for the better in society. At a more pragmatic level,
socid science research, especialy federaly funded studies, offers the acade-
mician opportunities for publication that, in turn, form the rungs in academic
promotion and tenure ladders. In contrast to this atruistic and practical
research optimism, however, are the previously mentioned research studies
of the recent past that exploited human subjects in deplorable ways. The
question that remains unanswered, however, is. Exactly what are the institu-
tional review boards' duties?

IRBs and Their Duties

Among the important elements considered by IRB panels is the assurance of
informed consent. Usually, this involves requirements for obtaining written
informed consent from potential subjects. This requirement has drawn heavy
critical fire from socid scientists (Fields, 1978; Gray, 1977; Meyer, 1977). Qual-
itative researchers, especialy those involved in ethnographic research, have
been particularly vocal. Their concerns often pertain to the way that formal
requirements for institutional review and written informed consent damage
their specia field-worker/informant relationships (Berg et a., 1992; Cassdll,
1978; Taylor & Bogdan, 1998; Wax, 1977).

The National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects, created
by the National Research Act of 1974, hasreviewed its own guidelines (Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Wefare, 19783) and offered revisions (Federa
Regiger, 1978). These revisions are more specific about the role the IRB should
play than previous documents were. For example, the Federal Register states
that board members may be liable for legal action if they exceed their author-
ity and interfere with the investigator's right to conduct research. These revised
guidelines also recommend that the requirement for written informed consent
could be waived for certain types of low-risk styles of research.

Because their research procedures are more formalized and require con-
tacts with subjects, the more limited and predictable characteristics of quan-
titative methodol ogies are generally simpler to define. As aresult, the specific
exemptions for styles of research that can be expedited through IRBs largely
are quantitative survey types, observation in public places, research involv-
ing educational tests (diagnostic, aptitude, or achievement), and archiva
research (Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1978b).

The temporary (usually single visit) and forma nature of most quanti-
tative data-gathering strategies makes them easier to fit into federa regula
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tions. In quantitative research, confidentiality is also rather easy to ensure.
Written consent slips can be separated out from surveys and secured in inno-
vative ways. It becomes a smple task to ensure that names or other identi-
fiers will not be connected in any way with the survey response sheets.

Qualitative research, especially ethnographic strategies, present greater
challenges to IRBs. To be sure, most qualitative researchers will make every
effort to comply with federal regulations for the protection of human subjects.
However, compliance is not always easy. In order to ensure consistency, lists
of names are sometimes maintained even when pseudonyms are used in field
notes. Furthermore, the very nature of ethnographic research makes it ideal
for studying secret, deviant, or difficult-to-study populations. Consider, for
example, drug smugglers (Adler, 1985) or crack dealing (Jacobs, 1998). It
would be amost impossible to locate sufficient numbers of drug smugglers
or crack dealers to create a probability sampling or to administer a meaning-
ful number of survey questionnaires. Imagine, now, that you also needed to
secure written informed-consent slips. Itisnot likely that anyone could man-
age these restrictions. In fact, the researcher's personal safety might be jeop-
ardized even by announcing his or her presence (overt observation). Itissim-
ilarly unlikely that you would have much success trying to locate a sufficient
number of patrons of pornographic bookstores to administer questionnaires.
Ye observational and ethnographic techniques might work very well (see, for
example, Tewksbury, 1990).

Many qualitative researchers have arrived at the same conclusion about
the relationship between researcher and subjects in qualitative research;
namdy, that the qualitative relationship is so different from quantitative
approaches that most conventional procedures for informed consent and pro-
tection of human subjects amount to little more than ritual (Bogdan & Biklen,
1992). For example, Tewksbury (1995) located voluntary participants for a
study of sex and danger in men's same-sex in public, encounters, by posting
notices on socid service agency bulletin boards, college campuses, and through
personal contacts (avariation of snowballing discussed in Chapter 2).

In the kind of research for which these guidelines have been written, sub-
jects and researchers have very circumscribed relationships. The researcher
presents some survey or questionnaire to the subject who, in turn, fills it out.
Or, the researcher describes the requirements of participation in some experi-
ment, and the subject participates. In these quantitative modes of research, it is
@ fairly easy task to predict and describe to the subject the content of the study
and the possible risks from participation. As Janice Morse suggests, at some
institutions, the IRB requires distribution of a "Bill of Rights," whenever asub-
ject isincluded in an experiment (Morse, 1994, p. 338).

With qualitative research, on the other hand, the relationship between
"searcher and subject is frequently an ongoing and evolving one. Doing
qualitative research with subjects is more like being permitted to observe or
take part in the lives of these subjects. At best, it may be seen as a socid con-
tract. But asin al contracts, both parties have some say about the contents of
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the agreement and in regulating the relationship. While it is not difficult to
predict possible risks in quantitative survey studies, this task can be quite a
Pproblem in some qualitative research projects.

- Consider, for example, a study where a researcher seeks to observe the
gambling behavior of people while drinking alcohol at taverns (McSkim-
fing, 1996). Can the researcher actualy determine whether people who are
drinking alcohol and gambling as part of their social worlds will be at risk
because the researcher is present in the same tavern watching them? Cer-
tainly, any time people consume acohol and engage in something as volatile
as gambling there is the potential for violence. From the standpoint of the
IRB, a declaration from the researcher that there is no greater risk to subjects
because the researcher is present observing their behaviors is likely to be auf-
ficient; in short, the research project itsdf does not increase or cause risk. Of
course, this does nothing to diminish the usual risk of these behaviors.

Some researchers may have thrown in the towel, and, in order to avoid
confrontations with IRBs, simply never research certain controversial topics.
That is, these researchers may have taken the moral position that not all top-
ics are appropriate for academic study. This, however, could lead to a serious
problem.

Clarifying the Role of IRBs

Initidly, IRBs were charged with the responsibility to review the adequacy of
consent procedures for the protection of human subjects in research funded
by the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. This mandate was
<oon broadened to include areview of all research conducted in aninstitution
receiving any funds from DHEW—even when the study itsdf did not
(Burgtein, 1987, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 1989).

Part of the institutional review boards' duties, was to ensure that sub-
jedts in research studies were advised of both the potential risks from partic-
ipation and the possible benefits. This task seems to have evolved among
0me IRBs to become an assessment of risk-to-benefit ratios of proposed stud-
ies. In some cases, thisis based upon the IRB's impression of the worth of the
dudy. In other cases, this may be based upon the IRB's presumed greater
knowledge of the subject and methodological strategies than potentia sub-
jeds are likely to possess (Bailey, 1996; Burstein, 1987). Thus, in many cases,
1RBs and not subjects, determine whether the subject will even have the
option of participating or declining to participate in a study.

According to the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR, 1993, Article45, Part
46,101-110) there are a number of research situations that do not require a
full-blown institutional review. These projects are subject to what may be
termed an expedited review. Expedited reviews may involve a read-through
and determination by the chair or a designated IRB committee member rather
then review by the full committee. Usually, studies entitled to an expedited
review are evaluations of educational institutions that examine normal edu-
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cationa practices, organizational effectiveness, instructional techniques, cur-
ricula, or classroom management strategies.

Other types of research subject areas may receive an expedited review
or no review, depending on the specific ingtitutional rules of a given univer-
Sity or research organization. These areas include certain survey procedures,
interview procedures, or observations of public behavior. The CFR provisions
that exclude research areas from review state:

1. Theinformation obtained is recorded in such a manner that the partici-
pants cannot be identified.

2. Any disclosure of the participants' response outside the research cannot
reasonably identify the subject.

3. The study and its results do not place the participant at risk of criminal
or civil liability, nor will it be damaging to the participants' financia
standing, employahility, or reputation. Thus, for example, an observa
tiona study where subjects are not identified.

4. Theresearch will be conducted on preexisting data, documents, records,
pathological specimens, or diagnostic specimens, provided these items
are publicly available or if the information is recorded by the investiga-
tor in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified.

In effect, the governmental regulations as established by the CFR alow certain
types of research to be undertaken without any review by an IRB, and rather
depend upon the professiona codes or ethics of the researcher, or on the vari-
ous more redtrictive rules of a particular university or research organization.

Today, many IRBs have further extended their reach to include evalua-
tion of methodological strategies, not, as one might expect, as these methods
pertain to human subject risks but in terms of the project's methodological
adequacy. Thejustification for this, apparently, is that even where minimum
risks exigt, if a study is designed poorly, it will not yield any scientific benefit
(Berg et al., 1992).

During the past severa years IRBs seem to have begun to moralize rather
than assess the potential harm to subjects. As an example, consider the follow-
ing situation that arose recently during an IRB review of a proposal at a mid-
sized university on the East Coast. The project was designed to examine ethno-
graphicaly the initiation of cigarette smoking and acohol consumption among
middle- and high-school aged youths. The design caled for identified fidd
researchers to spend time in public places observing youths. The idea was to
observe how smoking and acohal fit into the socia worlds of these youths.

Severd IRB committee members were extremely concerned that ethnog-
raphers would be watching children smoking and drinking without notifying
their parents of these behaviors. During a review of this proposal with the
Whvedtigator, these committee members argued that it was unthinkable that no
uttervention would be taken on the part of the fieldworkers. They recom-
menged that the researchers tell the youths' parents that they were engaging in
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these serious behaviors. The investigator explained that thiswould actually be
abreach of confidentiality and potentially expose the subjects to serious risk of
corporal punishment.

One committee member asked, What if the youth was observed smoking
crack; wouldn't the fieldworker tell his or her parents then? The investigator
reminded the committee that these observations were to be in public places.
The fieldworkers did not have a responsibility to report to the parents what
their children were doing—no matter how potentially unhealthy it may be. The
investigator further explained that there was no legd requirement to inform on
these subjects, and, in fact, to do so would make the research virtually impos-
sble to conduct. The committee member agreed that there may be no lega
requirement, but went on to argue that there certainly was a mora one!

Eventually, a compromise was struck. The researcher agreed to include a
statement in the proposal indicating that if the fieldworkers observed what
they believed were children engaging in behavior that would likely result in
immediate and serious personal injury or imminent death, they would inter-
vene. Of course, such a statement seemed unnecessary for the researcher, since
it was already agreed upon by the research team. It did, however, appease the
committee members who continued to grumble that the parents should be
informed about their children's behavior.

Active versus Passive Consent

Another type of moralizing has recently arisen over the controversy sur-
rounding active versus passive informed consent by parents of children
involved in research. Active consent may be defined as the "forma written
permission by an informed parent or legal guardian that allows a child to par-
ticipate in a research project” (Deschenes & Vogd, 1995). Passive consent is
usually based on the assumption that parental permission is granted if par-
ents do not return a refusa form after being informed about the study's pur-
pose (Deschenes & Vogd, 1995; Ellickson & Hawes, 1989).

Even the federa government has gotten into the picture. In 1995, they
began considering a bill that would require active consent for research involv-
ing children. If this legidation had passed, it would have put a considerable
damper on the research undertaken by many educational researchers.

In the past, researchers who have employed an active consent style have
reported that it yields unacceptably low response rates. This translates into
the underrepresentation of relevant study subjects, often the very ones
involved in or at risk from the study behaviors (Kearney et al., 1983; Severson
& Ary, 1983; Thompson, 1984).

To avoid excluding relevant study subjects, many researchers have turned
to the passive consent method (Ellickson & Hawes, 1989). The moral questions
here rests on the argument that passive procedures do not fully inform parents
about the research or give them sufficient opportunities to refuse participation.
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Some researchers question whether parents have actually intentionally decided
to alow their child to participate and have conscioudy not sent in the refusa
notice. Inthis case, one might interpret non-response as more of an indicator of
sloppy or lackadaisical parental attitudes—but not necessarily consent.

Active consent requires informed consent rigor that may be too strin-
gent for many qualitative research endeavors. This is especidly true since
most qualitative projects implement a series of diligent data safeguards such
asremova of identifiers to ensure confidentiaity. Carefully designed passive
consent procedures can avoid various negative consequences of active con-
sent, while gtill ensuring parents are being informed.

The use of active consent begs the question of how extensive it must be,
and how it should be implemented in qualitative research. For example, if an
investigator is interested in observing the interactions between children at
play and during their studies, how extensive would the active consent need
to be? Certainly, if observations are being made in a classroom, al of the par-
entswould need to be notified, but would all have to actively agree before the
researcher could enter the room? If one parent said no, would that mean that
the child could not be included in the researcher's notes, or that the research
could not be undertaken? If the researcher wanted to observe this class of
children on the playground, would he or she need the active consent of the
parents of every child in the school?

Again, these concerns seem to direct themselves more to quantitative
than qualitative studies. In most quantitative projects, a researcher can easily
avoid giving a survey to any child or exclude the child from inclusionin some
experiment, if he or she has not obtained a parental consent. Smilarly, a
researcher could exclude youths from an interview study if they fal to pro-
vide written permission from their parents. It is not as easy, however, to
exclude youths from school-based observational studies. Thus, if aresearcher
desires to undertake this type of research, under the guidelines of active con-
sent, he or she might not be able to. Naturally, this suggests, once more, the
push toward what could be called "research of the sterile and mundane.”

IRBs in today's research community are quite complicated groups of
people dealing with a myriad of difficult technological, ethical, and recently
moralistic problems. A reasonable question to ask is, Who in his or her right
mind would want to serve on such a panel? This, however, brings us to the
question of exactly who serves on the review boards?

Membership Criteria for IRBs

The federal regulations specify that "each IRB shall have at least five members
Wn‘h varying backgrounds to promote complete and adequate review of

"®search activitiescommonly conducted by theinstitution" (Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, 1993, p. 7). Therearea so provisionsthat IRBs should not be composed
entire|y of women, men, single racial groups, or one profession. Furthermore,
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each IRB should contain at least one member whose primary work does not
includethe sciences or socid sciences (e.g., lawyers, ethicists, or members of the
clergy). However, federd guidelines do not articulate how to sdect or locate
IRB members, what research qualifications members should have, what
lengths members' terms should be, or how to establish an IRB chairperson. The
federal regulations do require that "assurances' be submitted to the Office for
Protection from Research Risks, Nationa Institutes of Health.

Among these assurances must be a list of IRB members names, their
"earned degrees; representative capacity; indications of experience such as
board certifications, licenses, etc." (Code of Federal Regulations, 1993, p. 6). While
no suggestion is given about what types of degrees people should have in order
to st on the IRB, the allusion to board certification and/or licenses does convey
the notion of clinicians rather than socid scientists. While many socid scientists
may believe that their institution's IRB is composed of clinicians, it islikely that
it isnot. The possibility may exist, however, that members of IRBs themselves
have never conducted research on human subjects or, for that matter, conducted
any research. The federa regulations do not require that IRB members have a
research history; hence, the situation that some do not is quite conceivable.

Institutional review boards are redly ill in their infancy. They are cer-
tainly a necessary element in maintaining safe and ethical research in the
socid sciences. Exactly what their role should be, who should hold board
positions, and what scientific role they should play in the research commu-
nity remain to be worked out.

There are no quick fixes for establishing IRBs that are able to ensure both
safety to human subjects and unhampered research opportunities for investi-
gators. As the serious ethical infractions that occurred before the advance of
IRBs demonstrate, socid scientists left to their own designs sometimes go
adray. On the other hand, researchers may be correct in their stance that IRBs
|eft to their own devices may grow too restrictive. Nonetheless, IRBs should be
able to operate in concert with researchers rather than in opposition to them.
Socid scientists need to become more involved in the IRB process and seek
waysto implement board goals and membership policiesthat are responsive to
changing times, socia values, and research technologies.

ETHICAL CODES

During the past severa decades, changing socid attitudes about research as
well as changing legidation have led professional associations to create codes
of ethical conduct. For example, the American Nurses' Association developed
Human Rights Guidelinesfor Nurses in Clinical and Other Research (1975). The
American Sociologica Association produced its code of ethics during the early
1980s (American Sociologica Association, 1984, 1992). Ethical guidelines for
psychologists emerged in the American Psychological Association (American
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psychological Association, 1981) in a document entitled "Ethical Principles of
psychologists’ and againin 1984 in a document entitled "Ethical Principlesin
the Conduct of Research with Human Participants’ (American Psychological
Association, 1984). The American Society of Criminology has not formally
adopted a code of ethics. Hagan (1993), however, suggests that most criminol-
ogists and crimina justice researchers tend to borrow from connate disci-
plines. Certainly, paramount among these borrowed elementsisthe avoidance
of harm to human subjects.

SOME COMMON ETHICAL CONCERNS
IN BEHAVIORAL RESEARCH

Among the most serious ethical concerns that have received attention during
the past two decades is the assurance that subjects are voluntarily involved
and informed of dl potential risks. Yet even here there is some controversy.

In general, the concept of voluntary participation in socia science
research is an important ideal, but ideals are not aways attainable. In some
instances—such as the one illustrated by Humphreys's (1970) study—violating
the tenet of voluntary participation may appear judtified to certain researchers.
Typicdly, such judtifications are made on the basis of an imaginary scae
described as tipped toward the ultimate socid good as measured against the
possible harm to subjects.

Another argument against arbitrary application of this notion of volun-
tary participation concerns the nature of volunteering in general. First, if dl
socid research included only those persons who eagerly volunteered to par-
ticipate, little meaningful understanding would result. There would be no
way of determining if these types of persons were similar to others who
lacked this eagernessto volunteer. In other words, both qualitative and aggre-
gated statistical data would become questionable.

Second, in many cases, volunteer subjects may in reality be coerced or
manipulated into volunteering. For instance, one popular style of sample
identification is the college classroom. If the teacher asks the entire class to
voluntarily take part in a research project, there may be penalties for not sub-
mitting even if the teacher suggests otherwise. Even if no punishments are
intentionally planned, if students believe that not taking part will be noticed
and might somehow be held against them, they have been manipulated.
Under such circumstances, as in the case of the over-eager volunteers, confi-
dence in the data is undermined.

) Babbie (1992) similarly notes that offering reduced sentences to inmates
*n exchange for their participation in research—or other types of incentivesto
Potential subjects—represents yet another kind of manipulated voluntary
consent. As Martin et a. (1968) suggest, voluntary participation in studies
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among prisoners results from a strange mix of altruism, monetary gain, and
hope for a potential way of enhancing their personal prestige and/or status.

A third judtification for not gaining the voluntary consent of subjectsis
suggested by Rainwater and Pittman (1967). They believe that socid science
research enhances accountability in public officials. Consequently, research in
many public institutions must be conducted covertly (thus, without volun-
tary participation on the part of subjects) if it is to be meaningful—and in
some instances if it is to be conducted at all.

In contrast to these judtifications for not abtaining voluntary participa-
tion, Kelman (1972) outlines how various invasions of privacy and manipu-
lations of research subjects occur in fairly powerless segments of society and
organizations. On the one hand, researchers might justify thisinvasion as the
conduct of do-gooders who focus on such disadvantaged groups as drug
abusers, the unemployed, and the poor because social service agencies are
interested in helping people with social problems. On the other hand,
researchers can create as strong a case for socia agencies desires to get a
firmer grip on these disadvantaged groups, and certainly government agen-
cies use socia science research to formulate their policies (Lakoff, 1971).

Regardless of the justification, because of their lack of political, social, and
financial power, these disadvantaged groups are more accessible to researchers
than many more powerful groups are. In consequence, researchers must be
responsive to these conditions and clearly explain to subjects the rights and
responsibilities of both the researchers and the participants.

No hard and fast answers exist for resolving the dilemma of voluntary
participation. Researchers must balance how voluntary subjects participa
tion will be against their perceptions of personal integrity; their responsibili-
ties to themselves, their profession, and their discipline; and the ultimate
effects for their subjects. In other words, in the end, researchers must define
for themselves what is ethical in research.

PHYSICAL AND ETHICAL DANGERS IN
COVERT RESEARCH

A smilar ethical concern centers on the decision about whether to enter the
field as an overt (announced) or covert (secret) investigator. The highly illegal
nature of certain deviant careers and activities—the very thing that may make
them sociologicaly interesting—may preclude overtly investigating them.
The adoption of a covert research role, however, must be carefully considered,
for in addition to potentially violating the rights of the subjects, thereisared
possibility that the researchers themselves might come to some harm or lega
complication. Patricia Adler, for example, explains her attempt to strike a bal-
ance between overt and covert researcher roles (Adler, 1985, pp. 17,27):
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In discussng this issue [whether to overtly or covertly investigate drug traf-
ficking] with our key informants, they dl agreed that we should be extremdy
discreet (for both our sakes and theirs). We carefully approached new individu-
asbefore we admitted that we were sudying them. With many of these people,
then, we took a covert posture in the ressarch setting. . . . Confronted with
secrecy, danger, hidden aliances, misrepresentations and unpredictable
changes of intent, | had to use a ddlicate combingtion of overt and covert roles

There is aso the problem, particularly when conducting covert fidd research
on deviants, that onewill necessarily break the law (Adler, 1985; Becker, 1963;
Carey, 1972; Polsky, 1969; Tunnell, 1998). Again, Patricia Adler (Adler, 1985,
p. 23) provides an excdlent illustration of the various levels of illegality one
might become guilty of:

This [law violation] occurs in its most innocuous form from having "guilty
knowledge": information about crimes that are committed. Being aware of
mgor dealing and smuggling operations made us an accessory to their com-
mission, since we failed to notify the police. We broke the law, secondly, through
our "guilty observations," by being present at the scene of a crime and witness-
ing its occurrence.... Lagtly, we broke the law through our "guilty actions," by
taking part in illegd behavior ourselves. Although we never dealt drugs (we
were too scared to be serioudly tempted) we consumed drugs and possessed
them in small quantities.

Kenneth Tunnell (1998, p. 208) makes a similar observation:

Whenever we as researchers gain entry into the world of deviants and person-
aly learn the activities of hustlers, thieves, and drug peddlers, for example, we
become privy to information normally accessible only to occupants of such
trades. A resultant problem, and one described by other ethnographers, is that
legal authorities may learn of the research and exact damning information from
researchers.

Although deception may be seen as a minor ethical violation by some
investigators, it remains a serious breach of ethical conduct for others (Kd-
man, 1967). The decision about whether to assume an overt or a covert
researcher role, then, involves a negotiated and, | will hope, a balanced
weighing of the potential gains against the potential losses.

Some socia scientists, such as Ka Erikson (1967, 1995), argue that
covert research and its associated deception jeopardizes the ability of future
researchers to undertake investigations by violating the trust and goodwill of
similar subjects and/or the public. Other social scientists such as Jay Mitch
Miller (1998, p. 50) counter this argument by maintaining that many of the
Wnds of settings that would interest researchers, and that require covert
™estigations, tend to be restricted areas occupied by people who are already
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suspicious of strangers because of the potential threat of legal sanctions asso-
ciated with their behaviors. In effect, researchers interested in various aspects
of deviance, drugs, or other criminal behaviors, aready deal with resistant
and distrustful populations.

Asregards research ethics, researchers must counterbalance their various
socid responsbilities. These include responsibilities to themselves, their disci-
pline or profession, to the pursuit of knowledge, the society, and their subjects.

The orientation supported in this text is that there are situations where
covert research is both necessary and ethically justified. The determination
depends on what you are studying, how you plan to conduct the study, and
what you plan to do with the results. For example, powerful and elite groups
in society are difficult to access, and consequently, social scientists tend to
avoid them and concentrate their research efforts on more powerless groups
(Hertz & Imber, 1993; Miller, 1998; Taylor & Bogdan, 1998). To be sure, there
are far more studies of poor people than there are of paliticians; nurses than
doctors, employees of corporations than CEOs of corporations, the working
class than celebrities, and so forth. Researchers reveal the faults and frailties
of these undergroups, while the powerful and elite go unscathed. Covert
strategies of research, then, may be the only means by which to investigate
the powerful and elite. Such research, then, may well be morally and ethically
judtified. Nonetheless, the orientation supported here is to be cautious about
the use of deception. | am especialy cautious about outright deception of
anyone merely for the sake of conducting a study that is only adding another
research notch to an investigator's metaphoric gun handle, or simply to expe-
dite the research, or because the research study will alow one to complete a
degree requirement.

Other concerns related to decisions about ethical research practices can
more easily be detailed and considered. Elaboration of each of these elements
may assist researchers (particularly the inexperienced) in determining how to
deal with ethical concerns in research. These elements include informed con-
sent and implied consent, confidentiality and anonymity, securing the data,
and objectivity and careful research design.

INFORMED CONSENT AND IMPLIED CONSENT

Issues surrounding informed consent grow out of the concern to avoid—or at
least identify and articulate—potentia risk to human subjects. Risks associ-
ated with participation in socia scientific research include exposure to phys-
ical, psychological, or socia injury.

Informed consent means the knowing consent of individuals to partici-
pate as an exercise of their choice, free from any element of fraud, deceit,
duress, or similar unfair inducement or manipulation. In the case of minors
or mentally impaired persons, whose exercise of choice is legally governed,
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consent must be obtained from the person or agency legaly authorized to
represent the interests of the individual.

In most institutionally sponsored research, consent must be ensured in
writing. Typicaly, informed consent slips contain awritten statement of poten-
tial risk and benefit and some phrase to the effect that these risks and bene-
fits have been explained. As arule, these dips are dated and signed by both
the potential subject and the researchers or their designated representative.

There are chiefly two rational es behind the requirement to obtain signed
informed consent dips. Firgt, they systematicaly ensure that potential sub-
jects are knowingly participating in a study and are doing so of their own
choice. Second, signed consent dlips provide IRBs a means by which to mon-
itor (by examining signed dips) the voluntary participation of subjects.

Obtaining a signed informed consent slip, as may be obvious, presents
initsdf adight ethical dilemma. A written record of the subjects names (and
frequently their addresses as well) means that a formal record of participants
exigts. In order to preserve privacy, these dips are usually kept under very
careful guard by the principal investigator(s) and are revealed to IRBs only if
guestions arise concerning ethical practices in a given study.

Sometimes in large-scale survey questionnaire studies, separate signed
informed consent dips are ediminated and replaced with implied consent.
Implied consent isindicated by the subject taking the timeto complete the lengthy
guestionnaire. In these circumstances, explanations of the study's purpose and
potential risks and benefits are explained at the beginning of the survey.

A smilar kind of implied consent can replace a signed consent dip
when researchers conduct tape-recorded in-depth interviews. In this
instance, the interviewers fully explain the nature of the project and the
potential risks and benefits at the beginning of each interview. Next, the inter-
viewers ask the subjects if they understand the information and are still will-
ing to take part in the interview. Affirmative responses and completed inter-
views serve the purpose of implying consent in the absence of a signed
consent dip. The benefit of this particular style of informed consent is the
elimination of any record of the subjects names. This procedure is particu-
larly helpful when interviewing people who might otherwise refuse to take
part in astudy. To alarge measure, this type of implied consent is related to
the next topic—namely, confidentiaity and anonymity.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND ANONYMITY

Although confidentiality and anonymity are sometimes mistakenly used assyn-
onyms, they have quite distinct meanings. Confidentiality is an active attempt
to remove from the research records any elements that might indicate the sub-
jects identities. In aliteral sense, anonymity means that the subjects remain
nameless. In some instances, such as self-administered survey questionnaires,
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it may be possible to provide anonymity. Although investigators may know to
whom surveys were distributed, if no identifying marks have been placed on
the returned questionnaires, the respondents remain anonymous.

In most qualitative research, however, because subjects are known to the
investigators (even if only by sight and a street name), anonymity is virtually
nonexistent. Thus, it isimportant to provide subjectswith ahigh degree of con-
fidentidity.

Researchers commonly assure subjects that anything discussed between
them will be kept in strict confidence, but what exactly does this mean? Nat-
urdly, this requires that the researchers systematically change each subject's
real name to a pseudonym or case number when reporting data. But what
about the names of locations? Names of places, in association with a descrip-
tion of certain characteristics about an individual, may make it possible to
discover a subject's identity (Gibbons, 1975). Even if people are incorrect
about their determination of who isbeing identified, the results may nonethe-
less make people wary of cooperating in future research. Researchers, there-
fore, must always be extremely careful about how they discuss their subjects
and the settings as well (Hagan 1993; Hesdler, 1992).

Keeping Identifying Records

It is not unusual for researchers, particularly ethnographers, to maintain sys-
tematically developed listings of real names and pseudonyms for people and
places. As| will discussin detail in Chapter 6, the use of such systematic lists
ensures consistency during later analysis stages of the data. However, the exis-
tence of such lists creates a potential risk to subjects. Although court battles
may eventualy ater the situation, socia scientists are presently unable to
invoke professiona privilege as a defense against being forced to reveal names
of informants and sources during criminal proceedings. John Van Maanen
(2983 once refused to turn over subpoenaed materials in a case of aleged
police brutality on the questionable grounds of resear ch confidentiality; he does
not indicate that his efforts were successful. In other words, under normal con-
ditions, lists of names and places can be subpoenaed a ong with other relevant
research notes and data.

Strategies for Safeguarding Confidentiality

In effect, researchers may be placed in an ethical Catch-22. On one hand, they
have a professional obligation to honor assurances of confidentiality made to
aubjects. On the other hand, researchers, in most cases, can be held in con-
tempt of court if they fail to produce the subpoenaed materials. Still, investi-
gators can take several possible steps to safeguard their reputations for being
religble concerning confidentiality.
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Firgt, as will be discussed in Chapter 6, researchers may obtain a Federal
Certificate of Confidentiality. Under provisions set forth as conditions of
award, investigators cannot be forced to reveal notes, names, or pertinent infor-
mation in court. Unfortunately, few of the many thousands of researchers who
apply are awarded a Federal Certificate of Confidentiality.

A second tack, which is more effective, is to avoid keeping identifying
records and lists any longer than is absolutely necessary. Although this may
not prevent the courts from issuing a subpoena and verbally questioning
investigators, the likelihood of this occurring is reduced in the absence of
written records. In the mid-1980s, a court case resulted in afederal judge rul-
ing in favor of a sociologist's right to protect subjects by refusing to release his
field notes to agrand jury investigating a suspicious fire at a restaurant where
he worked and conducted covert research (Fried, 1984; see discussion of the
Brgjuha case in Chapter 6). This case, however, has yet to result in significant
changes in judicia attitudes about the nature of research and field notes.
Certainly, the potential for legal problemsis likely to persist for some time.

Because of the various precedents and differing state statutes, speculat-
ing or generalizing about how a particular case may be resolved is impossi-
ble (see Boruch & Cecil, 1979; Carroll & Knerr, 1977). Even if researchers
choose to risk imprisonment for contempt, the fact that there exists a moral
obligation to maintain their promise of confidentiality to the best of their abil-
ity should be apparent.

SECURING THE DATA

Although court-related disclosures provide particularly difficult problems,
they arerare cases. A more likely—aswell as more controllable—form of dis-
closure comes from careless or clumsy handling of records and data. In other
words, researchers must take intentional precautions to ensure that informa
tion does not accidentally fdl into the wrong hands or become public.

Researchers frequently invent what they believe are unique strategies to
secure pieces of research information. More often than not, though, these
innovations simply represent attempts to separate names or other identifiers
from the data. Regardless of whether you store data in multiple locations or
place them in metal boxes inside locked closets or alocked desk drawer, pre-
cautions against accidental disclosure must be taken.

Precautions should aso be taken to ensure that research-related infor-
mationisnot carelesdy discussed. Toward thisend, signing astatement of con-
fidentiality is common for each member of a research team. Thisis sometimes
referred to as a personnel agreement for maintaining confidentiality (see Figure
32). These statements typically indicate the sensitive nature of the research
and offer a promise not to talk to anybody about information obtained dur-
ing the study.
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This form is intended to further ensure confidentiality of data obtained during the
course of the study entitled "Drinking by American College Students During Social
Gatherings." All parties employed in this research will be asked to read the follow-
ing statement and sign their names indicating they agree to comply.

I hereby affirm that | will not reveal or in any manner disclose
information obtained during the course of this study. | agree to discuss
material directly related to this study only with other members of the

research team. In any reports, papers, or published materials | write, | agree
to remove obvious identifiers.

Name:

Signature:

.Project. Director's Signature:

FIGURE 3.2 Personnel Agreement for Maintaining Confidentiality

Although a signed statement of confidentiaity may not stand up in court
if an investigator is subpoenaed, it does provide at least some assurance that
personnel on the research team will not indiscriminately discuss the study.

OBJECTIVITY AND CAREFUL
RESEARCH DESIGN

Although you may take an assortment of complicated measures to ensure
confidentiality, perhaps the most effective strategy is to think through the
project carefully during the design stage. Slovak (1983, pp. 458"159), for
example, details how a student once approached him about conducting a
study of the effects of television violence on children. As Slovak reports, this
is an interesting and potentially important research topic. The student was
encouraged to develop a research design, which she did. Her plan was to
select a sample of children and then randomly assign them to either an exper-
imental or control group. Next, the experimental group was to be given the
treatment of watching a selection of violent cartoons, while the control group
would watch nonviolent cartoons. Following this treatment, the children
were to be observed during play and assessed on the basis of whether they
played aggressively or passvely. The hypothetical premise was that the
experimental group would play more aggressively than the control group.
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Slovak (1983, p. 459) points out that although the student's design was
essentially feasble technically, it was ethically unacceptable. His explanation
follows:

Let's presume, for the sake of argument, that my student's hypothesis was cor-
rect—that watching violence did lead to aggressive behavior among children.
Were that the case generaly, it should also hold among the particular children
she planned to study. In that event, the latent function of her project would have
been nothing less than to "cause" an experimental group of children to be
aggressive.

One might speculate that even if aggression were aroused in the exper-
imental group of children, its effects might be short-lived. However, even the
short-lived aggressive behavior might have some lasting harmful effects on
some of these children. As previously discussed, although researchers cer-
tainly do have aprofessiona responsibility to search for knowledge, they aso
have an ethicd responsibility to avoid exposing subjects to potential harm.
Assessing long-range consequences of socia research participation, although
highly problematic, is nonetheless necessary.

Nurse researchers may have additional ethical problems because some
of their research overlaps into the biomedical realm. Polit and Hungler (1993,
pp. 354-345), for example, outline a number of research problems and poten-
tia ethica dilemmas that each may involve. Two of these sample problems
are shown below (Palit & Hungler, 1993, p. 354):

Research Problem: How empathic are nurses in their treatment of patients
in intensive care units?

Ethical Dilemma: Ethical research generaly involves having subjects be
fully cognizant of their participation in a study. Yet if the researcher informs the
nurses serving as subjects that their treatment of patients will be observed, will
their behavior be "normal"? If the nurses' behavior is distorted because of the
known presence of observers, the value of the study would be undermined.

Research Problem: Does a new medication prolong life in cancer patients?

Ethical Dilemma: The best way to test the effectiveness of interventionsis
to administer the intervention to some subjects but withhold it from others to
seeif differences between groups emerge. If the intervention is untested (eg., a
new drug), however, the group receiving the intervention may be exposed to
potentially hazardous side effects. On the other hand, the group not receiving
the drug may be denied a beneficia treatment.

As these examples suggest, some research situations place the researcher
in an ethical bind. On the one hand, researchers want to advance scientific
knowledge and understanding in the most rigorous manner possible. On the
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other hand, they must be careful not to violate the rights of subjects or to place
them in harm's way.

Even if researchers can protect subjects from harm during the course of
research, they must also consider what happens thereafter as a direct result of
the research. Particularly when conducting policy-laden research on various
drug or crime-involved subjects, what investigators learn from these subjects
may change the subjects' lives—and not necessarily for the better. Dissemi-
nating results that provide law enforcement agencies with improved tech-
niques for interception could be construed as causing harm to the subjects
(Lakoff, 1971).

In addition to deciding against a given project during the design stage,
researchers may consider possible ways of protecting the interests of subjects
both during and following the actua study. By carefully considering possible
harm to subjects in advance, researchers can sometimes avoid personal
embarrassment and breaches of confidentiality.

The practice of researchers ensuring confidentiality in order to obtain
the cooperation of subjects is likely to continue. It is quite important, there-
fore, that novice researchers recognize the potential tension between what
might be called academic freedom and enforcement of the laws of theland. As
Hofmann (1972) points out, sociad scientists must be responsible—and
accountable—for their actions. With this firmly in mind, researchers ulti-
mately may continue to question whether their ethical practices are justified
by their ends. The ethical judtification of research must be considered situa-
tionally, case by case.

TRYING IT OUT

You have been asked to sit on an institutional review board to consider a pro-
fessor's planned research project. The summary for this project follows:

My proposed research will involve an ethnographic study of interactions
among workers and inhabitantsin a shelter for the homdess. | proposeto enter
the setting under the cover of being a homdess person mysdf. | will covertly
take notes and sysematicdly dter dl names and identifying titles. | plan to
examine interactions among the shelter workers aswell as among the residents
of the shdlter. Naturdly, | will augment my observetions with numerous infor-
md interviewswith subjects

After reading the preceding summary proposal, answer the following
guestions:

1. What are some of the important ethical concerns to consider regarding
this proposed research project?
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2. If you were the researcher, how might you justify conducting a covert
project of this sort?

3. How might a project be proposed that would likely provide similar
information but would not require covert entry?

4. What safeguards should the researcher take to protect the subjects in the
proposed project?
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CHAPTER 4
.....m

A DRAMATURGICAL LOOK
AT INTERVIEWING

Usudly, interviewing is defined simply as a conversation with a purpose.
Specificaly, the purpose is to gather information. This standard definition of
interviewing has been discussed in this manner by Denzin (1978), Spradley
(1979), Patton (1980), De Santis (1980), Lincoln and Guba (1985), Salkind
(1991), Frankfort-Nachmias and Nachmias (1996), Babbie (1992; 1998), L eedy
(1993), and Marshall and Rossman (1999).

Unfortunately, the consensus on how to conduct an interview is not
nearly as high. Interviewing and training manuals vary from long lists of spe-
dfic do's and don'ts to lengthy, abstract, pseudotheoretical discussions on
empathy, intuition, and motivation. The extensive literature on interviewing
contains numerous descriptions of the interviewing process. In some cases,
being a good interviewer is described as an innate ability or quality possessed
by only some people (and not by others). Interviewing, from this perspective,
has been described as an art rather than a skill or a science. In other cases,
interviewing has been described as a game in which the respondents receive
intrinsic rewards (Holmstrom, cited in Manning, 1967). In till other
instances, interviewing has been described as a technical skill you can learn
in the same way you might learn to change a flat tire. In this case, the inter-
viewer is like a laborer or a hired hand (Roth, 1966). In many sources, inter-
viewing is described as some sort of face-to-face interaction, although exactly
what distinguishes this type of interaction from others is often left to the
imagination (Leedy, 1993; Salkind, 1991).

To be sure, there is some element of truth to each of the preceding char-
acterizations. Certainly, anybody can be instructed in the basic orientations,
strategies, procedures, and repertoire (to be discussed later in this chapter) of
interviewing. Gorden (1992), for example, offers a clear, step-by-step descrip-
tion of how to go about the process of interviewing. To alarge extent, Gorden
(1992) and others offer the basic rules of the game. Furthermore, there is
assuredly something extraordinary (if not unnatural) about a conversation in
which one participant has an explicitly or implicitly scripted set of lines and
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" the other participant does not. To judge any of these characterizations exclu-

svely, however, seems somewhat inadequate. Just as some artists and actors
are perceived by their peers to be exceptional while others in the fidd are
viewed as mediocre, so can this assessment be made about interviewers. The
previous characterizations have served little more than to circumscribe what
might be termed the possible range of an interviewer's ahility; they have not
added appreciably to the depth of understanding about the process of inter-
viewing or how you might go about mastering this process.

This chapter is devoted to the latter effort and draws upon the symbolic
interactionist paradigm, the stream of symboalic interaction more commonly
referred to asdramaturgy.

DRAMATURGY AND INTERVIEWING

This chapter attempts to illustrate dramaturgy's beneficial effects on inter-
viewing beyond the interviewer training stage. Discussions will include
types of interview structures, survey construction, the interviewer role, the
roles of theinterviewer (socid roles played by the investigator), rapport, reac-
tivity, and accessing difficult or sensitive material." -

Research, particularly field research, is sometimes divided into two sepa-
rate phases—namely, getting in and analysis (Sheffir et a., 1980). Getting in is
typicaly defined as various techniques and procedures intended to secure
accessto a setting, its participants, and knowledge about phenomena and activ-
ities being observed. Analysis makes sense of the information accessed during
the getting-in phase. As a consequence, any literal boundaries between these
two phases may well be blurred—if they redlly exist—during the actual process
of research.

Nonetheless, this chapter will reclarify the two phases and consider
each phase as distinct. In the case of the former, getting in means learning the
ropes of various skills and techniques necessary for effective interviewing
(Geer et d., 1968; Gorden, 1987; Lofland, 1976; Sheffir et al., 1980; Taylor &
Bogdan, 1998). Regarding the latter, as this chapter will show, there are a
number of waysyou may go about making sense out of accessed information.

Let us look at the process of interviewing, specifically the notion of
interviewing, as an "encounter” (Goffman, 1967) or as a "face-to-face interac-
tionary performance” (Babbie, 1992,1998). All discussions of interviewing are
guided by some model or image of the interview situation, and here inter-
viewing is perceived as a "social performance” (Goffman, 1959), organized
around the premise that interviewing isbest accomplished if guided by adra-
maturgical model (Burke, 1957,1966).

Dramaturgy, as atheoretical perspective, involves the elements and lan-
guage of theater, stagecraft, and stage management. This theoretical perspec-
tive is derived in part from the symbolic interactionists general assumption
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that humans perceive and interact in reality through the use of symboals.
Drama, then, is a mode of symboalic action in which some individuals act
symbolically for others who watch symbolicaly. In the case of the former, the
term used to describe acting individual sis usually smply actor. In the case of
thelatter, thereferencetypically issocial audience or simply audience.

The symbolic action that passes between actor and audience is caled a

social performanceor aperformance. Inthischapter, thelanguage of dramaturgy

is applied metaphorically to a concrete situation—namely, the interview.
More theoretical and detailed discussions of dramaturgy may be found in
Burke, 1957,1966; Goffman, 1959; Messenger et al., 1962, and more recently,
Douglas, 1985; and Peshkin, 1988.

The dramaturgica orientation offered in this chapter is similar in some
ways to what Douglas (1985) terms credtive interviewing. Cresdtive inter-
viewing involves using a set of techniques to move past the mere words and
sentences exchanged during the interview process. It includes creating an
appropriate cimate for informational exchanges and for mutual disclosures.
This means that the interviewer will display his or her own fedlings during
the interview, aswdl as dlicit those of the subject. However, the dramaturgi-
ca orientation presented here is also similar in many ways to what Holstein
and Gubrium (1995 cal active interviewing. From their perspective, the
interview is not arbitrary or one-sided. Instead, the interview isviewed as a
dynamic, meaning-making occasion where the actual circumstance of the
meaning congtruction is important (Holstein & Gubrium, 1995). Where the
proposed dramaturgical model differs most from the active interview is its
emphasis on the interviewer using the constructed relationship of the inter-
viewer and subject to draw out information from the subject. The various
devices used by the dramaturgical interviewer, therefore, moves this orienta-
tion slightly doser to the creative interviewing model.

TYPES OF INTERVIEWS

No consideration of interviewing would be complete without at least some
acknowledgment of the mgor interview structures. These are sometimes
referred to as “the family of qualitative interviews' (Rubin & Rubin, 1995).
Some sources meantion only two—namely, forma and informa (Fitzgerad &
Cox, 1987, pp. 101-102). Other sources refer to this research process as either
structured or ungtructured (Fontana & Frey 1994; Leedy, 1993). However, at
least three mgor categories may be identified (Babbie, 1995; Denzin, 1978;
Frankfort-Nachmias & Nachmias, 1996; Gorden, 1987; Nieswiadomy 1993): the
standardized (formd or structured) interview, the unstandardized (informal or
non-directive) interview, and the semistandardized (guided-semistructured or
focused) interview.
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© The Standardized Interview

The standardized interview uses a formally structured schedule of interview
guestions. The interviewers are required to ask subjects to respond to each
guestion. Therationale here, of course, is to offer each subject approximately
the same stimulus so that responses to the questions, idedlly, will be compa-
rable (Babbie, 1995). Researchers using this technique have fairly solid ideas
about the things they want to uncover during the interview (Schwartz &
Jacobs, 1979). In other words, researchers assume that the questions sched-
uled in their interview instruments are sufficiently comprehensive to dicit
from subjects al (or nearly dl) information relevant to the study's topic(s).
They further assume that al the questions have been worded in a manner
that allows subjects to understand clearly what they are being asked. Stated
in dightly different terms, the wording of each question is equally meaning-
ful to every subject. Findly, they assume that the meaning of each question is
identical for every subject. These assumptions, however, remain chiefly
"untested articles of faith” (Denzin, 1978, p. 114).

In sum, standardized interviews are designed to dlicit information
using a set of predetermined questions that are expected to dlicit the subjects
thoughts, opinions, and attitudes about study-related issues. Standardized
interviews thus operate from the perspective that one's thoughts are intri-
cately related to one's actions. A typical standardized interview might look
likethisdiet history Q. Berg, 1986):

. When is the firg time you eat or drink on atypical day?

. What is the first thing you eat?

. When is the next time you eat or drink?

. What do you eat or drink?

. When is the next time you eat or drink?

. What do you eat or drink?

. What else do you eat or drink on atypica day?

. How many times a week do you eat eggs? Cheese? Milk? Fish?
Bedf? Pork? Beans? Corn? Grits? Bread? Cereal? Ice Cream? Fruits?
Vegetables?

9. Which protein foods do you like best?
10. Which protein foods do you not eat?
U. What foods do you like to eat between meals?

co~NO T~ WN PR

The Unstandardized Interview

In contrast to the rigidity of standardized interviews, unstandardized inter-
views do not utilize schedules of questions. Naturally, unstandardized inter-
views operate from a different set of assumptions. First, interviewers begin
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with the assumption that they do not know in advance what al the necessary
guestions are. Consequently, they cannot predetermine fully a list of ques-
tions to ask. They also assume that not al subjects will necessarily find equal
meaning in like-worded questions—in short, that subjects may possess dif-
ferent vocabularies.

In an unstandardized interview, interviewers must develop, adapt, and
generate questions and follow-up probes appropriate to the given situation
and the central purpose of the investigation. Schwartz and Jacobs (1979, p. 40)
note that this results in appropriate and relevant questions arising from inter-
actions during the interview itsdf.

Unstandardized interviews are sometimes used during the course of
field research to augment fied observations. Such unstructured interviews
allow researchers to gain additional information about various phenomena
they observe by asking questions of participants. This type of interview may
also be useful for establishing rapport or what Douglas (1985) cals "chit
chat." In some other instances, unstandardized interviews are useful when
researchers are unfamiliar with respondents’ life styles, religious or ethnic
cultures or customs, and similar attributes.

The Semistandardized Interview

Located somewhere between the extremes of completely standardized and
completely unstandardized interviewing structures is the semistandardized
interview. Thistype of interview involves the implementation of a number of
predetermined questions and/or specia topics. These questions are typically
asked of each interviewee in a systematic and consistent order, but the inter-
viewers are allowed freedom to digress; that is, the interviewers are permit-
ted (in fact expected) to probe far beyond the answers to their prepared and
standardized questions.

Again, certain assumptions underlie this strategy. First, if questionsareto
be standardized, they must be formulated in words familiar to the people being
interviewed (in the vocabularies of the subjects). Police officers, for example, do
not spesk about al categories of persons in a like manner. Specia terms they
useinclude "scrots’ (derived from theword scrotum), used as aderogatory slur
when describing an assortment of bad guys; "skinners,” used to describe
rapists; and "clouters,” used to describe personswho break into automobilesto
gteal things. Questions used in a semistandardized interview can reflect an
awareness that individual s understand the world in varying ways. Researchers
thus approach the world from the subject's perspective. Researchers can
accomplish this through unscheduled probes (described in greater detail in the
following interview excerpt) that arise from the interview process itsdf.

One study of adolescents' involvement in alcohol, drugs, and crime
(Carpenter et al., 1988) used, in part, a semistandardized interview schedule.
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Although many of the primary questions asked each of 100 subjects derived
from the predetermined schedule, the youths' perceptions were often more
fully elaborated after being asked an unscheduled probe. For example, while
the schedule asked a number of questions about various drugs the subjects
might have tried, following the subjects lead in order to uncover fully their
substance-use patterns, their beliefs about drugs, and the value they placed
on using certain drugs was frequently necessary. An example of scheduled
and unscheduled questions and probes from interview transcript number 116
illustrates this (Berg, 1982).2

SCHEDULED QUESTIONS
Interviewer: Haveyou ever tried angel dust?
Subject:  Yes Once.

SCHEDULED PROBE
Interviewer: Tdl me about that.

Subject: Oh, | was working at the Adam's Field Days [a local fair].
And, um, theway it was set up was, likewe'd goinat 9 in the morn-
ing, and work till 5 p.m. And we would take an hour break. And
then, set up again for the night. And when we took an hour break,
two of the guysthat | was working with, one's name was Bill and the
other one's name was Tom, asked me if | wanted to go get high. And
| said "yeh, sure." So we walked back to Tom's trailer and we rolled
a couple of joints, and we smoked. And nothing happened. | didn't
fed anything at al for along time. And then we went back to work,
and | was working in the booth, um, and all of the sudden, like,
everything was going in and out of focus. And | thought, okay, this
is creepy. I'mjust, you know, super buzzed. But then people's faces
started, started turning into prisms, um, and stuffed animals that we
were giving away were like huge lions and tigers and 20-foot stuffed
snakes, and they started coming real. They'd come toward me, and
like the snake was dlithering down on the walls and comin’' toward
me. And, um, .... [Response continues for another half page] [The
next morning] | found out | had smoked Arizona weed laced with
angel dust. So | never smoked with them [Bill and Tom] again. That
was a really bad experience for me. ...

UNSCHEDULED PROBE
Interviewer: Did you ever try angel dust intentionally?

Subject: No.
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UNSCHEDULED PROBE

Interviewer: Would you have smoked the pot, if you had known it
was laced?

Subject: No.

UNSCHEDULED PROBE
Interviewer: How come?

Subject:  Too scared to. I'd be afraid, you know, like, something that hap-
pened would happen. And, you know, I've heard about people who've
had bad trips df it. And | just, | was not up for abad trip. So, you know,
that's why | never done acid, any acid or anything. | don't think I'm
ready to. | would like to, you know, do a hallucinogenic drug. | would
liketo do acid at least once, just to seewhat it's like, but, I'm too scared
for it, right now. And | think with my mental state, that it would affect
thehigh. And, you know, | could fresk mysdf out really bad. So until |
get mysdf into a state [of mind] where I'm surethat | want to do it, and
I'm with somebody that | trust, you know at thetime, ‘cause| won't do
it alone.... [response continues half page further],

UNSCHEDULED PROBE

Interviewer: How about if someone was to offer you some, say, acid,
free acid right now? Would you try it?

Subject: It has happened to me, and no, | did not try it.

THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

Traditiondly, the term survey refers to both interviews and pencil-and-paper
questionnaires. In this text, the term survey, unless otherwise indicated, is
exclusively used in the context of interviewing. Typicdly, the choice to use an
interviewing technique rather than a survey questionnaire technique is based
on the selected procedure's ability to provide maximum opportunity for com-
plete and accurate communication of ideas between the researcher and the
respondent (Cannell & Kahn, 1968, p. 554). Among other things, this notion
of accurate communication of ideas implies that researchers have clear ideas
about the type of information they want to access and about the purpose and
aims of their research.

Theinterview is an especialy effective method of collecting information
for certain types of research questions and, as noted earlier in this chapter, for
addressing certain types of assumptions. Particularly when investigators are
interested in understanding the perceptions of participants or learning how
participants come to attach certain meanings to phenomena or events, inter-
viewing provides a useful means of access (Taylor & Bogdan, 1998, p. 99).
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- However, interviewing is only one of a number of ways researchers can

obtain answers to questions. The determination of which data-gathering tech-
nique to useis necessarily linked to the type of research question being asked.

For instance, Becker (1963) suggests that if you are interested in know-
ing how frequently a subject smokes marijuana (how many times daily,
weekly, monthly, and so on), then you may effectively use a questionnaire
survey. If, however, you are interested in the sensation of marijuana smoking
(the emotion-laden sensory experience as perceived by the subject), a more
effective means of obtaining this information might be an open-ended inter-
view question (Mutchnick & Berg, 1996).

A similar consideration is necessary when you determine what sort of
structure an interview should have. For example, Rossman (1992) used semi-
structured interviews in his examination of the development of Superfund
community relations plans (Superfunds are federal funds offered to assist com-
munitiesin environmental clean-up activities). Rossman (1992, p. 107) explains:

Because of the nature of the information collected, applied researchers who
develop community relations plans are best advised to use interviews and inter-
viewers. Questionnaires lack the flexibility that is required to capture the subtle
character of risk definition, especially a risk that is often defined ambiguously
within a community. Risks such as those associated with Superfund sites are a
mgjor part of the community's socia structure, but are less crystallized than risk
associated with crime, or even natural environmental risk.

Conversely, Miller (1986) found that in her study of female street hustlers, an
unstructured interview served her purposes best. Miller (1986, p. 26) writes:

Seventy women agreed to taped interviews with me during which they shared
with me the details of their lives. Specia attention was paid to the initiation of
these women into street hustling and the development of a career as a street
hustler. Although the same broad topics were introduced during each interview,
many of my questions changed over time.

Ellis, Kiesinger, and Tillmann-Healy (1997, p. 121) wanted to gain a
more reflexive and intimate understanding of women's emotional experi-
ences, and decided to use an interactive approach and a more or less unstruc-
tured interviewing style:

[Wq view interviewing as a collaborative communication process occurring
between researchers and respondents, although we do not focus on vaidity and
bias. For us, interactive interviewing involves the sharing of personal and socia
experiences of both respondents and researchers, who tell (and sometimes
write) their stories in the context of a developing relationship.

Thus, when determining what type of interview format to use, you
*nust consider the kinds of questions you want to ask and the sorts of answers
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you expect to receive. Thisline of thought naturally leads to consideration of
how to create questions and an interview schedule.

SCHEDULE DEVELOPMENT

Thefirg step to interview construction has already been implied: Specificdly,
researchers must determine the nature of their investigation and the objec-
tives of their research. This determination provides the researchers with a
starting point from which to begin developing a schedule of questions.

Sditiz et d. (1959), Spradiey (1979), Patton (1980), and Polit and Hungler
(2993) suggest that researchers begin with akind of outline, listing al the broad
categories they fed may be relevant to their study. This preliminary listing
dlows them to visualize the genera format of the schedule. Next, researchers
should devel op sets of questionsrel evant to each of the outlined categories. The
interview schedule for a study of volunteer police officers (Berg & Doerner,
1987) was developed by firgt listing general relevant areas gleaned from aread-
ing of the literature. (See Chapter 2 on the spiraling nature of the research
process.) These included:

1. Demographics

2. Police-related questions

3. Organizational memberships

4. Friends and family involved in police work

5. Persondity style (passive, aggressive, authoritative, and so on)
6. Leisure activities

Following this, separate lists of questions for each of the sx mgor the-
matic categories were developed. For instance, under demographics, we
listed questions about birth date, level of education, marital status, and so
forth. Under police-related questions we asked, "What would you say are the
reasons you joined the reserve officers unit?' "How long have you been a
reserve officer?" "Have you ever served as a regular police officer any-
where?' and so on. The purpose of these questions was to dlicit information
about how the subjects' relationships corresponded to various attitudes and
behaviors described elsewhere in the interviews.

Question Order, Content, and Style

The specific ordering (sequencing), phrasing, level of language, adherence to
subject matter, and genera style of questions depend on the educational and
socid leve of the subjects aswell astheir ethnic or cultural traits, age, and so
forth. Additionally, researchers must take into consideration the central aims
and focuses of their studies.
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In order to draw out the most complete story about various subjects or Sit-
uations under investigation, four types or styles of questions must be included
in the survey instrument: essential questions, extra questions, throw-away
questions, and probing questions.

Essential Questions. Essential questions exclusively concern the centra
focus of the study. They may be placed together or scattered throughout the
survey, but they are geared toward eliciting specific desired information. For
example, Glassner and Berg (1980,1984) sought to study drinking patternsin
the Jewish community. Consequently, essential questions addressing this spe-
dfic theme were sprinkled throughout our 144-structured-question survey
instrument. For instance, among a series of questions about friends and peo-
ple the family feds proud of, the following question was introduced: "Has
anyone in the family ever thought anyone else drank too much?' Later dur-
ing the interview, among general questions about ceremonia participation in
the Jewish holiday of Passover, the interviewer systematically asked:

Thereisaquestion that we are alittle curious about, because there seemsto be

some confuson onit. During the Passover gory, there are seven or eight places

it spesks about lifting a glass of wine. And there are three or four placeswhich

speek directly of drinking the wine. In some peopl€e's homes they drink a cup

eech time, and in some people's homesthey count asip asacup. How isit done
inyour home?

Another regularly scheduled question during this segment of the interview
asked: "Another question that interests us is, what becomes of the cup of
wine for Elijah [ceremonially poured for the Angel Elijah]?' Later, during a
series of questions centering on Chanukkah observance styles, the inter-
viewer asked: "What drinks are usually served during this time?’

Separating these essential questions, however, were numerous other
essential questions addressing such other research concerns as ritual know-
ledge and involvement, religious organization membership, leisure activities,
and so on. In addition, there were three other types of questions intended for
other purposes.

Extra Questions. Extra questions are those questions roughly equivalent to
certain essential ones but worded dightly differently. These are included in
order to check on the reliability of responses (through examination of consis-
tency in response sets) or to measure the possible influence a change of word-
ing might have.

Throw-Away Questions. Frequently, you find throw-away questions
toward the beginning of an interview schedule. Throw-away questions may be
essential demographic questions or general questions used to develop rapport
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between interviewers and subjects. You may also find certain throw-aways
sprinkled throughout a survey to set the interviewing pace or to allow a
change in focus in the interview. Throw-away questions, as the term implies,
are incidental or unnecessary for gathering the important information being
examined in the study. Nonetheless, these throw-away questions may be
invaluable for drawing out a complete story from a respondent.

On occasion, throw-away questions may serve the additional purpose
of cooling out the subject (Becker, 1963; Goffman, 1967). On these occasions,
a throw-away question (or a series of them) may be tossed into an interview
whenever subjects indicate to the interviewers that a sensitive area has been
entered. The interviewer offhandedly says something to the efect of, "Oh, by
the way, before we go any further, | forgot to ask you ..." By changing the
line of questions, even for only a few moments, the interviewer moves away
from the sensitive area and gives the interviewee a moment to cool out.

Probing Questions. Probing questions, or simply probes, provideinterview-
ers with away to draw out more complete stories from subjects. Probes fre-
quently ask subjects to elaborate on what they have aready answered in
response to a given question—for example, "Could you tell me more about
that?' "How long did you havethat?' "What happened next?' "Who else has
ever said that about you?' or smply, "How come?' Along similar lines,
Lofland and Lofland (1984, p. 56) write:

Ininterview [ . . . the emphasis is on obtaining narratives or accounts in the
person's own terms. You want the character and contour of such accounts to be
set by the interviewees or informants. You might have a genera idea of the
kinds of things that will compose the account but till be interested in what the
interviewees provide on their own and the terms in which they do it. As the
informants spesak, you should be attentive to what is mentioned and aso to
what is not mentioned but which you fed might be important. If something has
been mentioned about which you want to know more, you can ask, "You men-
tioned ; could you tell me more about that?" For things not mentioned,
you might ask, "Did ?' or "Was a consegquence?”

Often, interviewers incorporate a structured series of probes triggered by
one or another type of response to some essential question. Probes, then, are
intended to be largely neutral. Their central purposeis to dicit more informa:
tion about whatever the respondent has already said in response to a question.

Wording of Questions. In order to acquire information while interviewing,
researchers must word questions so that they will provide the necessary data.
Thus, you must ask questions in such a manner as to motivate respondents to
answer as completely and honestly as possible. Asin the saying about com-
puters, "garbage in, garbage out," soitisin interviewing. If the wrong ques-
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tions are asked or if questions are asked in a manner that inhibits or prevents

a respondent from answering fully, the interview will not be fruitful—
garbage will come out. Denzin offers the following guidelines for formulat-
ing interview questions (Denzin, 1970, p. 129):

Questions should accurately convey meaning to the respondent; they should
motivate him to become involved and to communicate clearly his attitudes and
opinions; they should be clear enough so that the interviewer can easily convey
meaning to the respondent; they should be precise enough to exactly convey
what is expected of the respondent...; any specific question should have as a
god the discerning of aresponse pattern that clearly fits the broad contents of
the investigation ... ; if questions raise the possibility of the respondent's lying
or fabricating (which is always a possibility), care should be taken to include
questions that catch him up, or revea to him and the interviewer that his pre-
vious answers have been incorrect.

COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY

Perhaps the most serious problem with asking questionsis how to be certain
the intentions of the questions have been adequately communicated.
Researchers must always be sure they have clearly communicated to the sub-
jects what they want to know. The interviewers language must be under-
standable to the subject; idedly, interviews must be conducted at the level or
language of the respondents.

Becker and Geer (1957, pp. 28-29) note the seriousness of knowing the
language of the interviewee both in order to ask understandable questions
and to interpret correctly what the interviewee saysin response. They state:

Although we speak one language and share in many ways in one culture, we
cannot assume that we understand precisely what another person, speaking as
amember of such agroup, meansby any particular word. Ininterviewing mem-
bers of groups other than our own, then, we are in somewhat the same position
as the anthropologist who must learn a primitive language, with the important
difference that, as Icheiser has put it, we often do not understand that we do not
understand and are thus likely to make errors in interpreting what is said to us.

When developing surveys that will be applied to a large and diverse
general population, many researchers choose what may be termed the zero
order level of communications. I n suchinstances, thewords and ideas conveyed
by survey questions are simplified to the level of the least sophisticated of all
potential respondents. Although this should tend to minimize potential com-
munication problems with a range of respondents, it may aso create some
problems: The more sophisticated respondents may react negatively to ques-
tions asked in too simplistic a manner.
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When you are investigating a homogeneous subculture, this problem
becomes somewhat less criticd. However, when interviewing a cross section of
subjects on the same tapic, you may need to consider varying levels of language.

Similarly, you must alow for specia languages (both real and symbalic)
that certain groups may use. For example, in the Glassner and Berg (1980,1984)
study, the interviewer needed to be moderately versed in Yiddish idioms in
order both to conduct many of the interviews and to assist transcribersin accu-
rately reproducing interview transcripts. In another instance, when Berg and
Doerner (1987) conducted a study of volunteer police officers, the interviewer
needed a genera understanding of "cop speak," the jargonized symbolic lan-
guage frequently used by police officers illustrated earlier in this chapter.

More recently, Murray (1991) points out that serious problems may arise
if researchersignore diaect differences, sometimes termed language codes in
linguistics. For example, the phrases used in Black English or Chicano Span-
ish are genuine modes of communication that may be lost on interviewers not
versed in these dialects.

A FEW COMMON PROBLEMS
IN QUESTION FORMULATION

Severa other problems arise when constructing interview questions. Among
the more serious ones are afectively worded questions, double-barreled
guestions, and overly complex questions.

Affectively Worded Questions

Affective words arouse in most people some emotional response, usually neg-
aive. Although these questions may not be intended as antagonistic, they
nonetheless can close down or inhibit interview subjects. For instance, the
word why, in American culture, tends to produce in most people a negative
response. One possible explanation has to do with the punitive connotation of
this question, asin "Why did you do that wrong thing?" Consequently, when
subjects mention some form of conduct or an attitude and are then asked by
theinterviewers, "Why?" they may not respond accurately or completely. On
the other hand, if asked in response to these same statements, "How come?"
they may offer complete responses in a relaxed manner.

Kinsey, Pomeroy, and Martin (1948) similarly found that when affective
topics were considered, neutralizing the sense of the questions (reducing
their affects) improved the likelihood of a full answer. They cite, as an exam-
ple, asking subjectsin astudy of human sexudity, "Do you masturbate?' Vir-
tually al the initia respondents answered immediately, "I never mastur-
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bate." Ye, when the question was reworded—"About how many times a
week would you say you masturbate?'—suddenly many respondents were
willing to offer responses. The second version of the question tends to neu-
tralize or normalize the afect (sensitivity) of the question. Asking how often
one masturbates implies that others do so as well, thereby reducing the afect
of theword and concept masturbate.

The Double-Barreled Question

Among the more common problems that arise in constructing survey itemsis
the double-barreled question. This type of question asks a subject to respond
simultaneously to two issuesin asingle question. For instance, one might ask,
"How many times have you smoked marijuana, or have you only tried
cocaine?’ It should be noticed that the two issues in this single question are
dightly unrelated. In the firgt clause, the question asks the frequency of mar-
ijuana usage. The second clause confuses the issue and asks whether mari-
juana or cocaine have ever been used by the subject.

The logical solution to the double-barreled question, of course, isto sep-
arate the two issues and ask separate questions. Failure to separate the two
issues may yield some answers, because people tend to be obliging during
interviews and may answer almost anything they are asked, but analysis of a
response to a double-barreled question is virtually impossible.

Complex Questions

The pattern of exchange that constitutes verbal communication in Western
society involves more than listening. When one person is speaking, the other
is listening, anticipating, and planning how to respond. Consequently, when
researchers ask along, involved question, the subjects may not really hear the
question in its entirety. Their response, then, may be only to some small por-
tion of a greater concern woven into the complex question. Thus, keeping
questions brief and concise alows clear responses and more effective analy-
gsof the answers.

Question Sequencing

The arrangement or ordering of questions in an interview may significantly
affect the results. Interviews typically begin with mild, nonthreatening ques-
tions concerning demographic matters. These questions tend to be easy for
the subjects to answer and alow interviewersto devel op rapport through eye
contact and general demeanor. As the interview conversation proceeds, more
complex and sensitive questions may be introduced.
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PRETESTING THE SCHEDULE

Once researchers have developed the instrument and are satisfied with the
general wording and sequencing of questions, they must pretest the sched-
ule. Idedly, thisinvolves at least two steps. First, the schedule should be crit-
icaly examined by people familiar with the study's subject matter—technical
experts, other researchers, or persons fitting the type to be studied. This first
step facilitates the identification of poorly worded questions, questions with
offensive or emotion-laden wording, or questions revealing the researchers
own biases, personal values, or blind spots.

The second step in pretesting before the instrument can be used in areal
study involves several practice interviews to assess how effectively the inter-
view will work and whether the type of information being sought will actu-
aly be obtained. Chadwick et al. (1984, p. 120) suggest five questions for
ng an instrument:

1. Has the researcher included dl of the questions necessary to test the
research hypothesis?

2. Do the questions dicit the types of response that were anticipated?

3. Isthelanguage of the research instrument meaningful to the respondents?

4. Arethere other problemswith the questions, such as double meaning or
multiple issues embedded in a single question?

5. Findly, does the interview guide, as developed, help to motivate
respondents to participate in the study?

A careful pretest of the instrument, although time consuming in itsdlf, usually
saves enormous time and cost in the long run.

LONG VERSUS SHORT INTERVIEWS

Interviewing can be a very time-consuming, abeit valuable, data-gathering
technique. It is also one that many uninitiated researchers do not fully under-
stand. This is particularly true when considering the length of an interview.
Many quantitative researcherswho dabble at interviewing are convinced that
interviews must be short, direct, and businesslike. Some who use interviews
over the telephone even recommend keeping them to no more than about five
minutes (Hagan, 1995). As a result, one issue surrounding interviews is
exactly how long or short they should be.

There are several waysto answer this question, but al will immediately
direct your attention back to the basic research question(s). If potential
answers to research questions can be obtained by asking only a few ques-
tions, then the interview may be quite brief. If, on the other hand, the research
question(s) are involved, or multi-layered, it may require a hundred or more
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guestions. Length aso depends upon the type of answers constructed
between the interviewer and the subject. In some cases, where the conversa-
tion is flowing, a subject may provide rich, detailed, and lengthy answers to
the question. In another situation, the subject may respond to the same ques-
tion with a rather matter-of-fact, short, cryptic answer.

Obvioudly, the number of questions on the interview scheduleis at least
partially related to how long an interview islikely to take. On the average, an
interview schedule with 165 questions is likely to take longer than one with
only 50 questions. Y, there are several misconceptions about long interviews
that sometimes creep into research methods class lectures. For instance, some
researchers believe that most subjects will refuse to engage in an interview
once they know it may last for two or more hours. Others maintain that sub-
jects may not remain interested during a long interview, and it will end in a
withdrawal. Or, conversely, some researchers believe that short interviews do
not provide any useful information. In fact, | am certain that such conditions
do occasionally occur. However, they do not represent binding rules or even
terribly viable guidelines.

Interviews, unlike written surveys, can be extremely rewarding and
interesting situations for both the interviewer and the subject. Believing that
subjects would quickly weary with awritten survey containing 175 questions
may be true. | for one believe such a situation is boring. However, talking
with an interviewer about things that matter to the interviewee and doing so
in away that provides him or her with appropriate feedback often provides
subjects with a kind of intangible yet intrinsic reward. For subjects to com-
ment after a long interview that they did not actually realize so much time
had aready passed is common. | will liken this to reading a good book. At
some time or another, most of us have begun reading some exciting or engag-
ing novel, and not realized that hours had actually passed. Soitiswith awell-
run long interview. Even after several hours, there is often afeeling that only
minutes have passed.

Certain types of research lend themselves to longer interviews than oth-
ers. For example, when one conducts alife history, the researcher is interested
in the life events of those being interviewed (Rubin & Rubin, 1995). In this
case, the interview may go on for avery long time, perhaps carrying over to
several separate sessions on different days. On the other hand, the interview
may involve a single topic and require only a brief interview situation.

To suggest that al interviews must be lengthy if they are to yield useful
information is not accurate. In 1989, Cal Larson and | conducted interviews in
amaximum security prison among an assortment of inmates (Berg & Larson,
1989). Our research question involved an interest in the ways inmates per-
ceived predetermined or fixed sentences—a flat length of time such as 5 years
or 10 years—compared to their view of indeterminate sentences—a time range
suchas5to 10yearsor 10to 20 years. Wewere not interested in the family back-

grounds or socia experiences of inmates who committed particular categories
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of crime. We were not interested in determining explanations for why or how
inmates committed their particular crimes nor whether inmates had received
deals or plea bargains, or any of an assortment of other interesting but uncon-
nected issues. We simply wanted to know about their views of determinate and
indeterminate sentences and a number of related questions. As a result, we
focused directly on these issues, and the interviews lasted an average of about
45 minutes.

What we learned, however, was very interesting and important infor-
mation. First, inmates reported they seldom think about getting caught when
they commit acrime. Asaresult, theidea of aparticular crime carrying along
fixed sentence did not offer any deterrence to their committing the crime
(Berg & Larson, 1989). Second, severa armed robbers indicated that if they
did become concerned about lengthy fixed sentences, they would likely leave
no witnesses, whereas their previous crimina style was to avoid harming
bystanders. In short, we learned that fixed sentences might have the unin-
tended effect of increasing the level of violence associated with some crimes.

You should understand that length is a relative concept when conducting
interviews. Some topics and subjectswill produce long interviewswhile others
will create short ones. Further, different styles of interviewing, such asinterac-
tive or interpretive orientations, that require the development of arelationship
between researcher and subject, may last not only long durations, but multiple
sessions (Hertz, 1995; Kvale, 1996; Miller, 1996). What isimportant to remem-
ber isthat simply because an interview contains many questions or only afew,
does not in itsdlf immediately trandate into along or short interview.

TELEPHONE INTERVIEWS

Related to the question of interview length is the role of telephone interviews
in qualitative research. Telephone interviews are not a mgor way of collect-
ing qualitative data. To be sure, telephone interviews lack face-to-face non-
verbal cues that researchers use to pace their interviews and to determine the
direction to move in. Ye, researchers have found that, under certain circum-
stances, telephone interviews may provide not only an effective means for
gathering data, but in some instances—owing to geographic locations—the
only viable method. In fact, the primary reason that one might conduct a
gualitative telephone interview isto reach a sample population that isin geo-
graphically diverse locations. For example, if an investigator is interested in
studying how nursing home directors define elder abuse, one might consider
conducting in-person interviews with some sample of nursing home direc-
tors. However, given that nursing home facilities may be at some distance
from one another, as well as from the location of the interviewer, conducting
interviews by telephone may be a logica resolution.
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Qualitative telephone interviews are likely to be best when the
researcher has fairly specific questions in mind (a forma or semistructured
interview schedule). Qualitative interviews are aso quite productive when
they are conducted among peopl e with whom the researcher has already con-
ducted face-to-face interviews, or with whom they may have developed a
rapport during fieldwork (Rubin & Rubin, 1997). There are severa important,
necessary steps to accomplish a qualitative telephone interview. First, the
investigator must establish legitimacy; next, the researcher must convince the
potential subject that it isimportant for them to take part in the research; and
findly, the researcher must carefully assure that the information he obtains is
aufficiently detailed to contribute meaningfully to the study.

This firg step can be accomplished in severa ways. For example, the
interviewer might mail aletter to the prospective subject explaining the nature
of the research and that they will be called to set an appointment for the actua
interview. The letter should be on officid letterhead, and may contain support-
ive documentation (e.g., letters of support from relevant or significant people
in the community, newspaper stories about the researcher or the study, etc.).

The second step will arise when the investigator initialy contacts poten-
tia subjects and attempts to convince them to take part. This cal will actually
accomplish severa things. It will allow the subjects to ask questions and raise
any concerns they might have about the study or their participation. It will
also provide an opportunity for the investigator to gain some sense of the
individual and to begin developing a kind of relationship and rapport as well
as an opportunity to convince the individual to participate in the study if the
individual is resistant.

These calls should be made during normal working hours and
researchers should break the ice by introducing themselves, and ascertaining
whether the individual has received the letter and accompanying materials.
Cdlls should be made approximately one week to ten days following the
mailing of the letters of introduction. After the initia introduction, the
researcher might ask if the individual has any questions. Next, using a polite
and friendly but firm affirmative statement, the researcher should ask,
"When would it be convenient for me to cdl you back to conduct the inter-
view?' Recognize that not al subjects will immediately agree to take part,
and the researcher may need to do alittle convincing. This may offer the addi-
tional benefit of forging a rapport with the subject.

The find step inthis process is actually conducting the telephone inter-
view. It is important that the researcher be mindful about general issues of
rapport and deference ceremonies, but not to allow this concern to become
fear. The researcher will be unable to read visual cues and must, therefore,
rely entirely on verbal messages and cues. If the researcher has managed to
craft some sort of fledgling relationship and rapport, then the interview
should flow fairly well.
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CONDUCTING AN INTERVIEW: A NATURAL
OR AN UNNATURAL COMMUNICATION?

Everyone actually has received some training and has experience in inter-
viewing. Children, for example, commonly ask mom or dad questions when-
ever they see or experience something different, unusual, or unknown. In
school, students ask their teachers questions and respond to questions put to
them by teachers. People regularly observe exchanges of questions and
answers between teachers and other students, siblings and parents, employ-
ers and employees, and among friends. Thus, one might assume that since
everyone has received tacit training in both asking questions (sending mes-
sages) and answering questions (receiving messages), the research interview
isjust another natural communication situation. But the research interview is
not a natural communication exchange.

Beyond acquiring the ability to send and receive messages while grow-
ing up in society, people aso learn how to avoid certain types of messages.
Goffman (1967) has termed this sort of avoidance evasion tactics. Such tactics
may involve aword, phrase, or gesture that expresses to another participant
that no further discussion of a pecific issue (or in aparticular area) is desired.
Conversaly, people aso usually acquire the ability to recognize these evasion
tacticsand, in anatural conversational exchange, to respect them. This sort of
deference ceremony (Goffman, 1967, p. 77) expresses a kind of intrinsic
respect for the other's avoidance rituals, hi return, there is the unspoken
expectation that this respect will be reciprocated in some later exchange.

As anyone who has ever conducted an interview aready knows, this sort
of deference ceremony simply cannot be permitted during the course of a
research interview. In fact, the emergence of evasion tactics during the course
of an interview are among the most serious obstacles to overcome—but over-
come them you must! At the same time, you do not want to jeopardize the
evolving definition of the situation, the potential rapport with the subject, or
the amount of fddfication and gloss a subject may fed compelled to use dur-
ing the interview. As Gorden (1987, p. 70) suggests, "If dl respondents said
nothing, responded with truth, or said 'l won't tell you!" the task of the inter-
viewer would be much simpler. Unfortunately, the respondent can avoid
appearing uncooperative by responding voluminously with irrdlevancies or
misinformation, and this presents a challenge to the interviewer." In other
words, the interviewer must maneuver around a subject's avoidance rituals in
amanner that neither overtly violates social norms associated with communi-
cation exchanges nor causes the subject to lie. :

Qualitative interviews may appear similar to ordinary conversationsin
some way's, but they differ in terms of how intensely the researcher listens to
pick up on key words, phrases, and ideas (Rubin & Rubin, 1997). They differ
aso in terms of the kinds of nonverbal cues that the investigator will watch
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for in order to effectively identify the interviewee's emotional state, deference
ceremonies, and even lies. One way these obstacles can be handled is through
use of the dramaturgical interview.

THE DRAMATURGICAL INTERVIEW

There are a number of necessary terms and el ements connected with under-
standing the dramaturgical interview and learning how to maneuver around
communication-avoidance rituals. Central to these is the differentiation
between the interviewer's role and the roles an interviewer may perform. As De
Santis (1980, p. 77) suggests, theinterviewer may be seen as"playing an occu-
pational role," and "society can be expected to have some knowledge, accu-
rate or inaccurate, about the norms which govern the role performance of
various occupations.” For instance, in our society, one might expect a farmer
to wear jeans, not afine three-piece suit, whileworking in the field. Smilarly,
one can expect certain things about appearance, manner, style, and language
connected with other occupational roles, including that of an interviewer. For
example, Maccoby and Maccoby (1968, p. 462) state:

What are some of the rolesin which respondents may perceive an interviewer?
Much depends, of course, on the auspices of the study and the setting of the
interview. If the study has been sponsored by a prestigeful ingtitution and cov-
ers topics on which the interviewer might be assumed to have expert know-
ledge, the interviewer may find himsdlf placed in a role Smilar to that of the
family doctor; he is consulted for advice on the respondent's problems.

The implication of the preceding description of the role of an inter-
viewer is that preconceived notions do exist among interviewees, but these
notions are malleable. Since a subject's preconceptions about interviewers
may be based on both correct and incorrect information, the actual concep-
tion of the interviewer role rests on the definition of the situation established
during the course of the interview itsdf.

In a number of sources on interviewing, the interviewer's role is dis-
cussed in terms of biasing effects, or reactivity (Babbie, 1995; Chadwick et al.,
1984). But the role of the interviewer is not necessarily established in granite,
nor do the interviewer and interviewees operate within a vacuum! As Kahn
and Cannell (1957, p. 62) suggest, "The role of the interviewer ... is deter-
mined in part by the expectations of others." Itis, therefore, within the capac-
ity of an interviewer to afect (without biasing results) the notions, even pre-
conceived ones, subjects may have about the interviewer'srole.

Many roles are available to an interviewer. Regardless of any precon-
ceived notion and expectation about the interviewer's role as perceived by
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the interviewee, it *° possible (within certain limits) for the interviewer to
shape, dlter, and °'°" create desired role images. Gorden (1987, p. 213)
describes this as rol®'*\"S- He explains that "role-taking is a conscious selec-
tion, from among one's actua role repertory, of the role thought most appro-
priate to display to ® particular respondent at the moment."

As explained ™ the "ext section, by changing roles, the interviewer can
dso effectivdy cif®“™ " many of the avoidance tactics an interviewee
might otherwise effectively use.

Interviewer Roles and Rapport

One dominant theme in the literature on interviewing centers on the inter-
viewer's ability to develop rapport with an interview subject. Connected to
the notion of rapp®" **™ interviewee's expectations of the interviewer's
role (in an occupati°™ sense of the term role). It is often assumed that if the
interviewer measures up to the interviewee's role expectations, the inter-
viewer is awarded the prize of good rapport with the subject. If, on the other
hand, the interviewer fails to measure up to these role expectations, the inter-
viewer is turned av*?’ from the door (either literally or figuratively).

However, thi® simplistic assumption does not explain situations in
which an intervieW® did not entirely correspond to a subject's interviewer-
role expectations but was nonethel ess permitted to conduct an interview—for
instance, when an interviewee says something to the effect of, "Oh, you're the
interviewer; you're nothing like | thought you'd be!"

Much of the literature of interviewing, especialy in relation to the con-
cepts of reactivity &ld rapport, suggests that the interviewee's conception of
the interviewer centers around aspects of appearance and demeanor. Overt,
observable characteristics such as race, gender, ethnicity, style of dress, age,
hairstyle manner of speech, and general demeanor provide information used
by an interviewee to confirm or deny expectations about what an interviewer
ought to be like. The negative, reactive effects of an interviewer's observable
socia characteristics®"d personal attributes are extensively discussed in the
literature on interviewing (see Burns & Grove, 1993; De Santis, 1980; Gorden
1975, 1980,1987; Ni**"i®d°my, 1993; Patton, 1980). In each source, however,
the emphasis is on the effect an interviewer's characteristics have on obtain-
ing the interviewee's consent to participate in an interview. Another theme
emphasized in theliterature is the potential bias arising from the effects of the
interviewer's attributes.

There is little question that, as Stone (1962, p. 88) states, "Basic to the
communication of the interview meaning is the problem of appearance and
mood. Clothes diten tell more about the person than his conversation.” Is it
really sufficient merdy to look the part? If a man dons an ermine cape and
robe, places a gdd crown on his head, attaches a perfectly sculpted crepe
beard to his face, d&™ regally struts about, is this a guarantee that he will
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perform King Lear in an adequate, let alone convincing fashion? To be sure,
the interviewer's appearance, accreditation, sponsorship, and characteristics
are important to interviewing (see, for example, Benny et al., 1956). All of
these, of course, are within the absolute control of the interviewer. Attributes
of appearance are in many ways analogous to the old door-to-door vacuum-
cleaner salesman's trick of placing a foot between the open door and its
jamb—a trick that neither ensured a sale nor prevented the injury of the
salesman's foot as the door was slammed shut.

Similarly, there are no guarantees that the interviewer will, simply by
looking the part, be granted or afforded good and relaxed rapport. Further-
more, if an interviewer relies passively on appearance, credentials, and gen-
eral socid characteristics, there is till the very real danger that the inter-
viewer will be unable to deal adequately with the role expectations perceived
by the interviewee.

Evenif aninterviewer is attentive to differences in class, gender, society,
and race, it is impossible to know in advance whether all these differences
have been accounted for. Nor, for that matter, is it possible to know in
advance whether various strategies undertaken by the interviewer will be
interpreted correctly (as intended) by the interviewee. Rapport, like inter-
viewer role development, must be actively sought and worked out.

For example, in the course of conducting a door-to-door canvass of a
variety of neighborhoods, an interviewer found an interesting response to his
presence.® The neighborhood he had entered had recently been subjected to a
rash of daytime burglaries. As a result, neighborhood watch groups had
formed, and al strangers in the neighborhood were immediately considered
suspect. The interviewer knew this neighborhood was chiefly composed of
middle-class Italian and Irish Catholic families. Knowing this, and following
al the good literature on reactivity to differences, he had dressed accordingly
in a dark suit with his hair trimmed and combed. He was carrying a dark
briefcase containing aletter of introduction written on alocal university's sta-
tionery and a photo identification card issued by the school. Nonetheless,
because of the way the community had defined the presence of strangers, this
interviewer met with an unusual reception. In spite of al of his credentials
and appearance, he could not, merely by looking the part, break through the
preconceived notions that had emerged in this community. He was treated as
acriminal suspect.

Throughout the entire day, the interviewer failed to arrange even asin-
gle interview. At the sixteen homes he approached, only three times had
people even acknowledged his presence by answering the doorbell. How-
ever, in at least Sx other homes, people were at home: He saw eyes peering
out from behind curtained windows and he heard hushed voices and bark-
ing dogs being quieted by whispering owners.

From the three persons who did answer their doorbells (but who were
careful to stay behind the safety of their locked doors), the interviewer
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learned what the problem was. Severa evenings earlier, the neighborhood
watch group had shown a film wherein criminals took on a variety of occu-
pational roles in order to gain access to homes. The film included criminals
impersonating door-to-door interviewersl Now things began to make sense,
even if people recognized the interviewer's intended appearance as their
expected image of a criminal impostor.

The interviewer realized he needed to assure the neighborhood that he
was, in fact, who he claimed to be and posed no criminal threat. He sought a
more acceptable stage than their front steps and recruited a convincing sup-
porting cast to assist him.

Among the three people who were willing to speak with the inter-
viewer was a man in his late fifties who the interviewer later learned was a
family court judge. The judge suggested that the interviewer consider
attending one of the neighborhood watch meetings "if you realy are on the
level." The interviewer took this cue as both a test of his legitimacy as a
researcher/interviewer and an opportunity to present himself in a more
acceptable setting. The judge informed the interviewer that a watch meeting
was planned for that evening. He offered the name and telephone number of
the watch committee's chairperson. The judge also indicated that the inter-
viewer could mention to the chairperson that he (the judge) had actually
seen the letter of introduction in the interviewer's briefcase.

After calling and explaining the situation—and aso carefully mention-
ing the judge by name severa times as someone who had seen his creden-
tiads—the interviewer convinced the chairperson to mention the study that
night. He told the interviewer, "I might mention that a study is going on in
the area provided that you are in attendance this evening, and only if | can
check out the story with your department at the university." The interviewer
had certainly gotten his foot in the door but still had to make the sae. It
remained to convince the neighborhood residents that he was who he
claimed and, moreover, that they should take part in the study.

At the meeting that evening, the interviewer used every conversaion
with other attendees to explain the project he was working on. He was aso
careful to speak very loudly when talking with people who appeared to be
important to the meeting (in order to be seen speaking with these individuals).
These central characters included the three police officers attending and lectur-
ing at the evening's meeting, a locd city councilman credited with having
spearheaded this watch group, the watch chairperson, his co-chairperson, and
severd people who were simply seated near the interviewer in the audience.
Additionaly, the interviewer persuaded the chairperson to cal on him during
the evening so that he could explain the project and offer his department’s tele-
phone number so that people could cdl and confirm his story for themselves.

All theinterviewer's actions were intentional, had been carefully planned
ealier that day, and were, in effect, fully scripted. Dramaturgically, however,
the actual script used when speaking with central characters was less impor-
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tant than the image of the interviewer speaking with these reputable people.
Although they didn't know it, these central characters became the inter-
viewer's supporting cast. Merely by patiently listening to the interviewer, these
characters supplied him with sufficient moral legitimacy for the audience to
accept the interviewer for what he was—a red research interviewer.

The next day, the interviewer went to ten homes and was received by
eight occupants, al of whom were willing to participate in the study
(although only three matched the necessary demographics for the sample).
Severd individuals mentioned that they had seen the interviewer at the
neighborhood watch meeting the previous night. Some specificdly men-
tioned having seen the interviewer speaking with one of the central charac-
ters; they said that since these people fdt it was al right to speak with him,
the interviewer must be for real. The interviewer's performance at the watch
meeting had indeed been successful—he had sold his vacuum cleaner.

It should be clear from the preceding illustration that while looking the
part of an interviewer (in the occupational sense) is certainly necessary, play-
ing the part (in the dramaturgical sense) is as, or perhaps more, important.
Thisillustration also demonstrates how, as Douglas (1985) implies, the inter-
viewer can serve as a determinant of what goes on.

Peshkin (1988, p. 51), reflecting on his research on school and commu-
nity in the Midwestern town of "Mansfield" (Peshkin, 1978) elaborates a sim-
ilar use of a supporting cast:

Mr. Tae Mandidd's bdoved and charismatic superintendent of schodls,
arranged our trangition fram the high schod to the community. Hewould intro-
duce me to the mayor, for example, or to Mandfidd High Schoal's oldest living
graduate and venerable ex-newspaper editor. Such people couldn't refuse Tatels
request that they meet me; moreover, they were very curiousto learnwho | was
and what | was doing.

Interviewers clearly can make effective use of elements and actors in the natural
environment in order to develop working relationships with their subjects.

The Interviewer as a Self-Conscious Performer

The performance of the interviewer, asillustrated in the preceding anecdotes,
isnot at dl haphazard. Actions, lines, roles, and routines must be carefully pre-
pared and rehearsed in advance and thus constitute a sel f-consci ous performance.
The literature on interviewing techniques often describes interviewers
who react spontaneously to responses offered by interviewees in areas not
scheduled on the interview instrument. Interviewers are described as using
their insight and /or intuition to formulate the next question or probe almost
ingtinctively. However, even though following up subject areas initiated by
interviewees is important (even when the areas may not have been seen as
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relevant during the interview's design stage), the notion that interviewers
respond spontaneoudly is faulty. The use of terms such as intuition likewise
seems loose and inaccurate.

Goode and Hatt (1952, p. 186) voiced a similar concern more than 30
years ago. They stated: "This is 4, unfortunate term [intuition] since for many
it possesses overtones of vagueness, subjectivity and even mysticism."

Perhaps a more accurate understanding of the meaning of interviewer's
intuitioniswhat Archer (1980) cdlssocial inter pretations. The process of socid
interpretation, athough not fully understood, is nonetheless evidenced by con-
vincing empirical research (see Archer & Akert, 1977,1980). Even when inter-
viewers are presented with a unique response by an interviewee, it is highly
unlikely that a smilar (spontaneously created) action or statement is required
from the interviewers. In the mgority of interview situations, even novice inter-
viewers will use some version of socid interpretation and draw on a response
taken from their repertoire of tactics (discussed in detail in a following section).
Lincoln and Guba (1985) have smilarly mentioned the effects of tacit know-
ledge with regard to nonverbal cues relevant to communications between
senders and receivers—in other words, subtly and often implicitly learned
pieces of knowledge that trigger associations between actions and meanings.

More recently, Holstein and Gubrium (1995, p. 7) indicate that inter-
viewers often have some preconceived notion about their subjects:

If only tacitly, thereis always a modd of the research subject lurking behind per-
sons placed in the role of interview respondent. Considering the epistemol ogical
activity of theinterview requires usto ask how interviewersrelate to respondents,
as imagined subjects, arid to the conversations they have with those subjects.

Socid Interpretations and the Interviewer

Social inter pretationsare defined asthe affected messagestransferred from one
acting individual to another through nonverbal channels. These nonverbal
channels include body gestures, fadd grimaces, signs, symbols, and even
some phonemic sounds such as tongue clicks, grunts, sighs, and similar visi-
ble indicators of communication (eg., physical proximity between participant
actors, their blocking, and ¢, forth). As Gorden (1987, p. 75) suggests, inter-
viewers must hear not only ,hat the subjects say, but also how they say it.

Nonverbal channels include avariety of diverse elements. Each of these
elements, taken individually provides only a fragment of the information nec-
essary for an accurate social interpretation. When rendered in combination, or
asArcher and Akert (1980, p. 396) desribeit, "in symphony,” they provide suf-
ficient cues and clues to convey dear messages and sociad meanings.

These nonverbal channels of communication, together with more obvi-
ous verba channels, make yp the conversational interaction situation or what
has been called full channel communication.
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Socid interpretations are not instinctive but learned, and can be accu-
rately made in a matter of seconds (Archer & Akert, 1977,1980; Rosenfdd &
Civikly, 1976; Rosenthal et a., 1979). Socid interpretations are formed by
observing the complex presentation of clues in red-life situations, from
filmed versions of these interactions, or from till photographs in which even
the nonverbal channels have been frozen in motionlessness as well as silence.

Throughout the interview process, the interviewer and the interviewee
simultaneously send and receive messages on both nonverbal and verbal chan-
nels of communication. This exchange is in part a conscious socid perfor-
mance. Each participant is aware of the other's presence and intentionally says
something and/or acts in certain ways for the other's benefit. However, to
some extent, the interactions in an interview are also unconscious, which does
not necessarily mean unintended. Unconscious behaviors should be understood
as second-nature behaviors. An illustration of this sort of second-nature (auto-
matic) interaction can often be observed when someone answers the tel ephone.
The telephone voice is frequently almost melodic, even when only moments
before the same voice may have been raised in angry shrieks directed toward a
spouse or child. The socid performance, of course, is for the benefit of whoever
has just telephoned. Following the call, this individual's voice may again be

- raised in tones of anger—just as quickly and unconsciously.

Whenever interviewers realize they have trespassed on some unpleas-
ant area of arespondent's life, or an area the respondent does not want to talk
about, it is not due to intuition or insight. This realization is derived from a
socid interpretation of the messages sent by the interviewee. The ways inter-
viewers respond to these messages, however, will have a profound effect on
the quality of the interview as a whole. For example, if interviewers ignore
what they have interpreted as a very senditive area and plunge ahead, they
may force the respondent to lie, change the subject, not respond, or withdraw
from the interview. If, on the other hand, interviewers do defer to the avoid-
ance rituals used by the respondent, they may lose valuable information nec-
essary to the study.

However, if aninterviewer, in response to the clues, offers some demon-
stration that he or she has received the message and will at least, to some
extent, respect the interviewee's desires, the interview will probably con-
tinue. Itisaso likely that the interviewer will be able to direct the respondent
back to this unpleasant area at a later point in the interview.

The use of socid interpretations as described above certainly resembles
Goffman's (1967) deference ceremony. There are, however, severa critical dis-
tinctions, perhapsthe most sgnificant being that the deferenceis only temporary.

It has been suggested previoudly that throughout the performance, you as
an interviewer must be conscious and reflective. You must carefully watch and
interpret the performance of the subject. Your interpretations must be based on
the cues, clues, and encoded messages offered by the interviewee. Included in
the information these interactions supply may be the communication of a
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variety °f moods, sentiments, role portrayals, and stylized routines, which rep-
resent theinterviewee's script, line cues, blocking, and stage directions. You, the
intervi®'®" then must play several other roles simultaneously with that of inter-
viewed A°Y rnust participate as an actor but must serve as director and choreo-
graph™ * well.

The Interviewer as Actor. As an actor, you must perform your lines, rou-
tines, “nd movements appropriately. This means that in addition to reciting
scripted lines (the interview questions), you must be aware of what the other
actor (™ interviewee) is doing throughout the interview. You must listen
careful* t° line®“esin order to avoid stepping on the lines of the interviewee
(interrupting before the subject has completely answered a question). In addi-
tion, & °ctor, you must remain nonjudgmental regardless of what the inter-
viewed ™%y Fy- A y°! want people to openly tak about their fedings and
views y°" must refrain from making any negative judgments—either ver-
baly o* through visual cues. The best way to accomplish thisisto accept peo-
ple fd " "° and what they are; avoid making judgments of their actions,
bdiefd * ° gtyles, even in your mind.

The lu*rviewer as Director. At the same time as you are performing as actor,
you m”t 0 serve as director. In this capacity, you must be conscious of how
you _\/etfoTm linesand move, aswell asof theinterviewee's performance. Asan
interviewer, you must reflect on each segment of the interview as if you were
aulside the performance as an observer. From this vantage point, you must
ase=ss the adequacy of your performance (for example, whether you are
resPor2ding correctly to line cues from the interviewee and whether you are han-
dling abi dance messages appropriately). Thismay include demonstrating both
verbdly and visualy that you are empathic to things the interviewee has said.
An apf"i"g"°d>? brief comment such as "I understand what you mean," or
"l ;g My °ffe sufficient positive reinforcement.

The Interviewer as Choreographer. The various assessments made in the
role of director involve aprocess similar to what Reik (1949) described as"lis-
tening"*th the third ear." By using what you have heard (in the broadest
sense of this term) in a self-aware and reflective manner, you as interviewer
manad€ to control the interview process. As aresult, as choreographer, you
can effectivdy block (choreograph) your own movements and gestures and
soript y°U" ° " " response lines.

pfam this dramaturgical perspective, you as interviewer do not respond
to any communication, verbal or nonverbal, scheduled (on the interview) or
initiate by the subject, by means of spontaneous intuition or innate insight.
Ingeed the entire interview performance is a sdlf-conscious socia perfor-
mance ~°" 2"d the interviewee are constantly in the process of performing
and ev*®ting your own and each other's performance. Using these assess-
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ments, both participants are able to adjust scripts and movements in response
to messages sent and received throughout the interview.

THE INTERVIEWER'S REPERTOIRE

Interviewers make adjustments throughout the interview consisting largely of
switching from one role to another or altering their style of speech, manner, or
set of lines. These devices comprise the interviewer's repertoire. Interviewers
seldom genuinely improvise a spontaneous technique or strategy during the
course of an actual interview. Certainly, a new technique would hardly be
tried unless the repertoire of standard strategies had already been exhausted.

Preparation is a mgor guideline in interviewing. Thisis not to say that
you should not actively pursue a topic initiated by the interviewee. How-
ever, even when interviewers pursue unplanned leads, they still can do it in
a consistently scripted, rather than novel, fashion. At the very least, inter-
viewers should be prepared with a series of scripted questions that may be
triggered by virtually any possible topic area. These questions, very smply,
include "Who with?" "Where?' "How come?' "How often?' "How many?"
and a variety of similar questions relevant to the specifics of the study. In
other words, during the design stages of the research, one must think about
the possibility that unanticipated subject areas might arise. Consequently,
even the unanticipated can be planned for!

For example, although one of the mgor fod in the Jewish drinking
study conducted by Glassner and Berg (1980,1984) was alcohol use, we were
also interested in our subjects possibleinvolvement in other drugs. However,
this interest was incidental, and we were thus only interested in drug use if
the subjects raised the issue. For example, whenever a subject initiated a dis-
cussion connected with marijuana use, regardless of where in the structured
interview it occurred, the interviewer pursued the topic through use of a
series of systematically scripted questions. Following the completion of the
guestion series, the interviewer returned to the place in the interview sched-
ule from which he had digressed. The use of a consistent and systematic line
of questions for even unanticipated areas is particularly important for relia-
bility and for possible replication of a study. This is especidly true when
interviewing from a dramaturgical perspective. Since interviewers as actors,
directors, and choreographers may not be able to provide future researchers
with detailed descriptions of the various character portrayals, routines, and
devices they used during individual interview performances, it is crucia that,
at least, a comparable script exigts.

The idea of interviewers possessing a repertoire of prepared lines, rou-
tines, and communication devices sometimes conjures up the image of alittle
black bag of dirty tricks. It should not. As suggested earlier in this chapter, the
research interview is not a natural communication interaction. It is necessary
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when mterwewmg to remain incontrol of the interaction. Smilarly, the inter-
viewers ahility to move gracefully into and out of avariety of characterizations
should not be seen as phony behavior. The characterizations are also compo-
nents of the interviewers' repertoire, and they provide interviewers with the
means of effectively conducting research interviews without violating socia
norms or injuring subjects.

An interviewer's ability to accurately read lines and cues offered by an
|nterV|ewee and to play effedti,ly to them is not some insincere ploy
intended only to obtain desired information. Quite the contrary-if these
were the only objectives, there would be no reason to vary roles and/or char-
acters to adjust to the subject's responses. The various tactics and character-
ized roles used by dramaturgical interviewers alow interviewees to fed
more comfortable. The performance is thus not a phony one. Zurcher (1983
p. 230) writes:

Why do we sdlect aparticular role for enactment? Why do we conform to some
roles and modify or create others? What influences our choices or strategy for
resolving role conflict or mergmality? Why do we acoept some identities and
rgedt others? The circumgtances of the sodd seiting and the sodidization
process m which we find oursdves indrumentaly &fet the character of our
role sdections and enactments

Extending Zurcher's (1983) notions on role enactments, one can see that
in many stuatlons character projections present effective opportunities to
develop or mcrease rapport. For example, one rapport-building tool that can
be used before beginning an interview is chatting (Berg & Glassner, 1979,
Douglas, 1985). By briefly speaking with the subject on non-study-related
issues, such as the weather, sports, family, cars, television, the movies, and so
forth, the interviewer develops rapport with the interviewee even before the
interview has begun.

. As Goffmen (1967) aptly states, the initial self-projection of the inter-
viewer commits them to being w n atandwho they purport to be. Thus, when
interviewers |dent|fy themselves as such, namely, as research interviewers,
they are committed to portrayi ng , convinaing characterization of this roIe
How they develop the character is variable and dependent on the other par-
ticipants) in the interview performance.

~Asthe interview unfolds f.om the initid encounter, various modifica
tions, aIteratlons and adaptations used by the interviewer may be added to
the initial prOJectlon of the interviewer's character. It is essential, of course,
that these additions neither contradict nor ignore earlier character develop-
ments or theinitial projection of salf. Instead, these additions should be built
on previous expressions of the interviewer's projected image.
For example, during the Glassner and Berg (1980, 1984) study, while
arrangmg for initial interview appointments by telephone, | found it was
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important to amend my initial projection as simply an interviewer: | needed

- toexpressthefact that | wasamarried interviewer. | came to add this element

intentionally to my character projection as a result of a number of line cues
expressed to me by female potential interviewees. They usually asked what
s the interviewer was and then paused after learning that | was the inter-
viewer. Many of these women then amended their character projections. Each
explained that shewould consent to the interview provided that her husband
could be present. Picking up on this line cue, | originally went into a well-
rehearsed series of lines on the confidential nature of the interview and my
concern that she be comfortable to speak fredy throughout the interview. |
carefully added that her husband could certainly be present but would have
to refrain from answering any questions | put to her, at least until she had
completed her own answers. Although this tended to work effectively (these
women did conditi onaIIy consent to the interview), it was along and some-
what involved script.*

Almost by accident, | discovered | could easily indicate that | was mar-
ried. | accomplished this by simply pausing in my conversation with female
interviewee prospects and asking my wife a question (usually having to do
with booking an interview date). In most cases, | would carefully attempt to
have the telephone pick up my wife's voice when she answered. In some
cases, however, | put the questions to my wife when she was not even at
home, and the performance was nonetheless effective in altering my charac-
ter projection. Suddenly, | no longer posed any further threat to these female
subjects (at least not on the basis of my possibly being an unmarried male).

My character amendment had not contradicted or ignored my original
and initia role projection. | was ill the interviewer, but | was now addition-
aly known to be married. My performance did not trick the subjectsinto doing
something they fundamentally did not want to do. Rather, the performance
was a sincere attempt to reduce the potential interviewees fears and anxi-
eties—in short, to make them fed more comfortable with the idea of being
interviewed.

Interviewers' Attitudes and Persuading a Subject

Attitudes toward the interview process strongly afect the quality of the
resulting research. One interesting and fairly common assumption novice
interviewers make is that subjects will not discuss certain topics with them.
Interestingly, however, once subjects have been persuaded to participatein an
interview, they often tell far more intimate details than the interviewers
would ever want to know.

The problem actually involves getting novice interviewers over the firgt
few nervous moments when they attempt to persuade potential subjects to
take part in the research. Naturally, if everybody always happily participated
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in research projects, there would be no problem for novice interviewers.
Unfortunately, people often resist or are skeptical and need to be convinced.

When they meet this sort of resistance, novice interviewers are often panic
stricken. Nervousnessisto be expected, especidly if you areunprepared. Onthe
other hand, countless interviewers have aready encountered this situation and
have developed a number of effective responses. Knowledge of these responses
should both reassure novice interviewers and provide a means of persuading
the mgority of resistant individuals to take part in a research project.

Some individuals will not cooperate regardless of how persuasive one is
or how they are approached. Backstrom and Hursh (1981) offer avariety of typ-
ica statements by skeptical potential subjects, along with sample responses. As
they suggest, subjects tend to ask, "Why me and not someone else?' and insist,
"I smply don't have the time." For example, a potential subject might ask,
"Why [or how] was| picked?' Thebest answer isasimpleand direct one: "You
were chosen by chance according to a random selection procedure.”

Itis aso sometimes necessary to convince subjects that what they have to
say isimportant. For instance, a common response from a potential subject is,
"Gee, | don't know too much about [whatever the subject is]; maybe you
should interview someone else.” Again, smplicity isthekey: "It isn't what you
know about [whatever the subject ig], just what you think about it. I'm inter-
ested in your opinions."

If potential respondents insist that they simply have no time, researchers
may be faced with a somewhat more difficult problem. Severa strategies may
be necessary. Fird, depending on the actua length of time required for the
interview, interviewers may volunteer to conduct it during late evening hours
(if that is convenient for the subject). Or they may suggest conducting the inter-
view in severa segments, even during lunch breaks at the work gite, if that is
possible. Frequently, if interviewers smply indicate that they realizetimeisan
important commodity and they really appreciate the sacrifice the potential sub-

ject will be making, some accommodation will be made. In the Glassner and
Berg (1980,1984) study, for example, interviews were conducted at the homes
of individuals or in their offices, and periodically began aslate as 11:30 at night
or asearly as 5:30 in the morning. In other words, it isimportant to be flexible.

Developing an Interviewer Repertoire

Onefind question that naturally arises is how neophyte interviewers develop
their repertoires. People do not usually wake up one morning and suddenly
decide, I'm going to run out and conduct research using interviews to collect
my datal People aso do not become expert interviewers immediately after
reading books on interviewing. Interviewing requires practice. Whether first
attempts at conducting interviews are called pilots, role-playing, pretests,
practice interviews, mock interviews, or any other euphemism, they all mean
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interviews. Certainly, reading about how to interview, particularly ethno-
graphic accounts, offers neophyte interviewers some necessary strategies and
tactics. However, without actually conducting interviews, students cannot
manage to develop appropriate repertoires.

Perhaps the most effective way to learn how to interview is by role-play-
ing with more experienced interviewers. Although many sources on inter-
viewing recommend role-play, few specify that at least one participant should
be experienced. To have two inexperienced interviewers role-play with each
other seems anal ogous to having two plumbers teach each other neurosurgery.
It is particularly fruitless, furthermore, to have neophyte interviewers assume
the role of interviewees. Although it would be impossible for even the most
experienced interviewer to characterize dl the different kinds of individuas
and sorts of responses neophytes will encounter in the fidd, it is, however, far
less likely that neophytes could perform the role of interviewee adequately. It
is, however, possible for experienced interviewers to draw upon their actua
past performances and to develop composite characterizations of different
interviewee types. By working with these projected characterizations in the
process of amock interview, neophytes are afforded an opportunity to acquire
various lines and routines necessary for maintaining control over the entire
interview performance.

Techniques to Get New Resear chers Started

Sometimes, during the course of an interview, you will notice that the intervie-
wee answers only in single word responses, or very short statements. In order
to create more complete and detailed interviews (to literally draw out the
depth) interviewers must use various strategies and devices from their reper-
toire. In an effort to give new interviewers a few techniquesto start their reper-
toire, | will address the uncomfortable silence, echoing, and letting people talk.

Uncomfortable Silence. The technique of uncomfortable silence involves
conscioudy creating a long silent pause after asking the interviewee a ques-
tion, even if the interviewee offers only one word or a cryptic response. In
normal conversationa interactions, particularly in Western society, people
have a very difficult time with silence while talking with someone. The nat-
ural reaction when such a silence continues for a prolonged period is for the
interviewee to say something. In some cases, they will repeat their brief
answer. In other cases, they will provide additional and amplifying informa-
tion. In il other situations, they will state, "1 have nothing else to say,” or
some similar comment. Rarely, however, will they simple st silently for too
long. | recommend that this period of silence extend only for a maximum of
45 seconds. Try to count dowly to yoursdf ("one, Mississippi, two, Missis-
sippi,” and so forth) while offering the interviewee good eye contact.
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Echoing. Tfr®® *$2 tendency in interviewing to try and communicate that
you understand what the interviewee is talking about. Some sourceswill even
recommend that the interviewer periodically state "I know what you mean,"
or "that happened to metoo," (Taylor & Bogdan, 1998, p. 100). | will argue that
this can be disastrous, especidly for a new interviewer because it is unlikely
that anovice iU make a short statement and leaveit at that. The greater prob-
ability will be (*"d to alarge extent the more natural conversational response)
the interviewer " discuss in detail his or her similar experience, shifting the
focus from the interviewee to the interviewer. This does not effectively convey
that the intervi®'®" *° P%y™8 attention to the interviewee. Instead, it says,
"Listen to me. I™?"® something more important to say than you do."

Howevef/ it is important to convey the idea that you as interviewer are
hearing what i° being said, and that you are genuinely listening and under-
stand. This cai* ~° accomplished through echoing what the interviewee has
just said. For example, consider the following exchange.

Tak: Wh®"I firgt tried using marijuana, | fdt realy scared. | was, like,
really °V* °f control. | was &l alone and | really didn't like how it felt.

IntervieW®"  That must have been a scary feding.

Jadk  Yed/ | was not really interested in trying marijuana again too
soon. At least, | wasn't going to do it alone. | figured it would be bet-
ter with a group of friends.

While the intervi®'®" has added nothing new to the exchange, he or she has
conveyed that fte or she was listening. In turn, the interviewee is encouraged
to continue.

Letting People Tak. From a dramaturgical perspective this actually means
the interviewer must not step on the interviewee's lines. In other words, avoid
unintentional interruptions. People speak at different paces, and with varying
breathing and pausing rates. Just because a subject has made a one-sentence
statement and paused, does not mean he or she may not intend to continue with
eight or ten more sentences. Theinterviewer must assessthe way a subject tends
to answer questions, and adjust his or her own pace and desire to ask probing
questions. Inexperienced interviewers frequently cut of their interviewees sm-
ply because they " ® anxious to get through their schedule of questions. Thiscan

be a serious migake that will radically reduce the quality of the resulting inter-

view. The answer is. Let people talk! Better to be alittle dow at firgt with your

questions, thanto congtantly cut doff the interviewee by stepping on their lines.

Taking the Show on the Road

After neophyte interviewers have become novices and have developed their
repertoire, they 8°"°ady to play their role before an audience. Just as a musi-
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ca show seldom opens on Broadway until it has played smaller cities such as
Boston or New Haven, novice interviewers should aso not run immediately
into the field. Broadway productions take the show on the road in order to
obtain feedback from critics and audiences. In a similar manner, novice inter-
viewers must try out their performances in front of an audience of competent
critics, who may include experienced interviewers and/or the kinds of peo-
ple they may be interviewing for a given study.

This sort of going on the road should alow interviewers to polish their
performances. The most effective way to accomplish this is a dress
rehearsal—that is, conducting an interview as if it were the real thing. This
will also provide the novice with an opportunity to try out various strategies
for drawing out fuller and more complete details. Following this dress-
rehearsal period, novice interviewers should be ready to enter the field.

The Ten Commandments of Interviewing

Borrowing an idea from Salkind (1991, p. 135; 1996), | have constructed the
following ten points, or ten commandments of interviewing. | believe they
nicely summarize the basic rules for conducting a decent interview. Better
interviews will result only from practice and interviewer self-development.

1. Never begin aninterview cold. Remember to spend severa minuteschat-
ting and making small talk with the subject. If you are in the subject's
home, use what's there for this chatting. Look around the room and ask
about such things as photographs, banners, books, and so forth. The
idea hereis to set the subject at ease and establish awarm and comfort-
able rapport.

2. Remember your purpose. You are conducting an interview in order to
obtain information. Try to keep the subject on track, and if you are
working with an interview schedule, always have a copy of it in front of
you—even though you should have your questions memorized.

3. Present a natural front. Because your questions are memorized, you
should be able to ask each one as if it had just popped into your head.
Be relaxed, affirmative, and as natural asyou can.

4. Demonstrate awar e hearing. Be sureto offer the subjectsappropriate non-
verbal responses. If they describe something funny, smile. If they tell
you something sad, look sad. If they say that something upset them, try
to console them. Do not present yoursdlf as uninterested or unaware.

5. Think about appearance. Be sureyou have dressed appropriately for both
the setting and the kind of subject you are working with. Generdly,
business attire is most appropriate. If you are interviewing children, a
more casua appearance may be more effective. Remember to think
about how you look to other people.

6. Interviewin a comfortable place. Be surethat thelocation of theinterview
is somewhere the subject feds comfortable. If the subject is fearful about
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being overheard or being seen, your interview may be over before it
ever starts.

7. Don't be satisfied with monosyllabic answers. Be aware when subjects begin
giving yes-and-no answers. Answers like these will not offer mdch
information during analyss When this does occur, be sure to probe
Wlth queﬂlons such as, " canyou tell me alittle bit more about that?'
or “What else happened?' Even a simple pause and an uncomfortable
silence might yield additional information.

8. Berespectful. Be sure the subject fedsthat he or sheis anintegral part of
your research and that any answer offered is absolutely wonderful
Often subjects will say things like, "You don't really want to know how
| feel about that." Assure them that you realy do!

9. Pract|ce pract|ce and practice some more. Theonly way to actually become
prof|C|ent at interviewing is to interview. Although this book and other
manuals can offer guidelines, it is up to you as a researcher to develop
your own repertoire of actions. The best way to accomplish this task is
to go out and do interviews.

10. Becordial and appreciative. Remember to thank the subject when you fin-
ish, and answer any questions he or she might have about the research
Remember, you are alway's a research emissary. Other researchers may
someday want to interview this subject or gain access to the setting you
were in. If you mess things up through inappropriate actions, you may
close the door for future researchers

KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

If you have ever attended the liy . performance of a pretty good comedlan

you may have noticed that he or she ssamed to know the audience Thé
comedian seemed to know how , ,, . nuue material the audience wanted and

would tolerate. He or she even may have used locd names of people or places
m the routine. In fact, in the case of redly good comedians, they may even
have mcorporated certain local insider jokes during the course of the routine

All of these thi ngs were because the comedian had taken the time to prepare
and get to know the audience.

Wheninterviewing, itislikewise advissble to know your audience Inthis
case, however, it means understandi ng the group or groups from which you
draw your subjects During the past severa years | have worked with anum-
hehidl AT A ddie_Eastan graduate students They are a constant
reminder tome that it is very important to understand the culture of your
research subjects. Often, the kinds of questionsthat we in the West take for
granted create significant cultural dilemmas far certain groups.

For instance, one of my graduate sudents was developing a disserta-
hon project to examine delinquency in Tawan The student, who was Chi-
nese, began developing questions from information he found in the literature
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Among the original questions we discussed was what seemed to be a
fairly innocuous one: " About how often do you date?' The student explained
that he could not ask Chinese adolescents this question. | was abit surprised,
being somewhat ignorant about Chinese culture. He went on to explain that
proper Chinese adolescents do not date as we Westerners think about dating.
In other words, an adolescent boy and girl would never go of on their own
to the movies, or roller skating, or any other traditional date. In fact, such an
activity would be viewed by most proper adults as indecent since dating
tends to have sexual connotations in Taiwan. Furthermore, it would be impo-
lite to ask adolescents such a question. He also explained that this did not
mean that Taiwanese adolescents did not have their own form of dating. This
variation in dating might be called group dating. In this form, five or sx male
friends will meet five or dx girls at a skating rink—not so much by chance as
by design. Once there, the groups tend to pair dff, but they would never
describethisasadate.

The solution to this problem was to craft a question that asked whether
the youths ever intentionally went to certain locations with friends of the
same gender to meet with groups of friends of the opposite gender.

In another situation, one of my students from Jordan was interested in
examining issues of delinquency among a population of incarcerated Jordan-
ian youths. His study population included both male and female delinquents.
Among the questions commonly asked, according to the literature he
reviewed, pertained to sexual activity. He came to me quite upset. He
explained that under Idamic law he ssimply could not discuss sexual activity
with young girls. Not only would it be improper for him, and embarrassing
to the girls, it might actually force these girls to lie if they were, in fact, sexu-
aly active. Ironically, we circumvented this problem by asking these girls
about dating practices.

These examples suggest a very important issue that must not be under-
played. Thisissue is understanding the culture of the subjects you work with.
It is of critica importance that when you develop interview schedules, the
language as well as the nature of the questions remain inoffensive. In the
ever-shrinking eectronic world we currently live in, it is becoming more and
rnore possible to conduct comparative research projects. As a result, many

researchers are dealing with a wide variety of different and literally foreign
cultures. It is critical, then, that you carefully plan out the types of questions
you want to ask, and the types of individuals you use to conduct interviews
in these situations. In short, know your audience before your performance!

Curtain Calls

In concluding this section on learning the ropes of dramaturgical interview-
ing, it isimportant to note that some individuals may never achieve the sta-
tus of highly skilled interviewer. However, just as there are B-movie actors
who make their entire careers by acting in dozens of low-budget films and
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riever achieve stardom, so too can there be effective B-movie interviewers.
Put smply, some individuals will be able to obtain sufficient information
from an interview to conduct viable research, yet will aways remain awk-
Wad or clumsy in their performance.

Other individuals will completely fal to conduct interviews success-
fully. These individuals fal to become even B-leve interviewers not because
of interpersonal limitations but because of their failure to achieve a sdlf-aware
Performance. These individuals are unable to adapt their scripts and block-
ing in order to accommodate the interviewee while continuing to maintain
effective control over the interview process.

ANALYZING DATA OBTAINED FROM THE
DRAMATURGICAL INTERVIEW

When novice interviewers have mastered to some extent interviewing strate-
gies and practices and have conducted a number of interviews, the next prob-
lem is how to organize all the data accumulated in the interviews. How
*hould the interviewers proceed with the task of taking many hours of tape-
recorded interviews, for example, and analyzing them? Janice Morse (1994, p.
23) observes that despite the proliferation of qualitative research methodol-
ogy texts, the process of data analysis remains fairly poorly described.
Although analysis is without question the most difficult aspect of any
Qudlitative research project, it is also the most creative. Because of the creative
“Omponent, it is impossible to establish a complete step-by-step operational
Procedure that will consistently result in qualitative analysis. Unlike quanti-
tative research, qualitative analysis does not lend itsdlf to this sort of certainty.
One cannat pull out numbers (operationally reduce responses) from the inter-
‘iews and expect to plug them into a qudlitative analysis computer pro-
gram—none exists! For these reasons, the following points are intended more
4 recommendations, tips, and hints on how to organize interview data rather
than 2 specific, rigid guide. Although some of the suggestions may suit cer-
tain projects nicely, the analysis of datais primarily determined by the nature
°f the project and the various contingencies built in during the design stages.
It is important to note that while qualitative analysis is sometimes
thought to lack the precision assumed to be present in quantitative research,
thisis not necessarily the case. Good qualitative research, like good quantita-
tive research, is based on calculated strategies and methodological rigor,
Asights obtained from qualitative research cannot only add texture to an
¥ialysis but aso demonstrate meanings and understandings about problems
4'1d phenomena that would otherwise be unidentified. Qudlitative anaysis
““i\not be undertaken quickly, neatly, or lightly, but this should never be
viewed as a liability or limitation. Instead, this characteristic of qualitative
analysis is perhaps its greatest strength. When qualitative analysis is under-
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taken, certain priorities must be established, assumptions made during the
design and data-collection phases must be clarified, and a particular research
course must be set. Quantitative data are sometimes incorrectly leef raked
(particularly by computer programs) in order to find results, but qualitative
analysis cannot be conducted in this manner.

From an interactionist position, interviews are essentially symbolic
interactions. From the dramaturgical interview's perspective, these interac-
tions can be described along the lines of performances. The socia context of
the interview, therefore, isintrinsic to understanding the data that were col-
lected (Silverman, 1993).

Beginning an Analysis

Analysis of interview data cannot be completely straightforward or cut and
dry, but it is gtill necessary to understand what to do when you reach this
phase in the research. The most obviousway to analyze interview datais con-
tent analysis. Although you may certainly abstract reducible items from inter-
view data in order to quantify them, your analysis immediately ceases to be
qualitative. A comprehensive consideration of content analysis is the subject
of Chapter 11. This section outlines how to organize and prepare for analyz-
ing the data collected from depth interviews. In order to analyze data, you
must firgt arrange them in some ordered fashion. In the next section, some
suggestions about ordering data are offered.

Systematic Filing Systems

As Lofland and Lofland (1984) suggest, "First, and perhaps foremogt is the
establishment of some kind of filing system." By filing, Lofland and Lofland
literally mean a physical (mechanical) means of maintaining and indexing
coded data and sorting datainto coded classifications. Files may involve plac-
ing material into boxes, file cabinets, or envelopes, or even on floppy disks.
The obvious purpose of a filing system is to develop a means by which to
access various aspects of the data easily, flexibly, and efficiently. Of course, the
central issue is what should be filed. In Chapter 11, a related and compre-
hensive examination of what Strauss (1987) calls open coding is offered. Inthis
chapter, however, it is assumed that each interview was recorded on tape and
transcribed verbatim and is ready for a thorough reading and annotating of
codabl e topics, themes, and issues.

Tobegin, you simply seek naturally occurring classes of things, persons,
and events, and important characteristics of these items. In other words, you
look for similarities and dissimilarities—patterns—in the data. But you must
look for these patterns systematically!

Typicdly, a systematic indexing process begins as researchers set up
several sheets of paper with mgjor topics of interest listed separately. Below



104 CHAPTER FOUR

TABLE 4.j Alcohol Use [Mgor Topic/Theme]
e

SUBTHEMES

Beer Wine Hard Liquors

#12, . shs; Joniydrink  #6, pp. 2-4:1 lovethe

When ramwith taste of wine, but | hate
my... beer.
#6, pp. 2-4; (see Wine) #5, p. 8.1 only drink wine
#9, pp. 3 4. whenever during the ceremonies,
| anredly'warm, likein  you know, therdigious
the sumpey I'll have a ceremonies
beer.

#1, pp. 22-25: When I'm
feding red up, I'll have a
drink.

#5, p. 23:1 dmog never
drink liquor, just thet one
| told you about.

A ——————

these mgjor interest topics are usually several other subtopics or themes. For
exampl e Glassner and Berg (1980) began analysis with 16 separate mgor the-
matic topi. sheets, each containing from 2 to 13 minor topics or subthemes
(Berg, 19g3" p. 24). A total of 80 specific subthemes were consistently sought,
coded, and annotated on interview transcripts.

Wedlly, this process should be accomplished by two or more researchers/
coders, independently reading and coding each of severa transcripts. This
process is intended to establish the various topics to be indexed in the firing sys-
tem. Using two or more independent coders ensures that naturally arising cate-
gories are used rather than those a particular researcher might hope to locate
regardlessof whether the categoriesredly exist. The consequence of thisprocess,
if correctly executed, isaprecise, reliable, and reproducible coding system.

. Theseindex sheets should contain some type of code identifying the tran-
script in which it has been located, the page number of the specific transcript,
and abrief verbatim excerpt (no more than asentence). Traditionally, codes used
to identify transcripts are pseudonyms or case numbers (randomly assigned). A
typical index sheat might look something like the onein Table 4.1.

AS implied in the preceding example, every subtheme is annotated
from each transcript. When more than one subtheme is mentioned in the
same passage, it is nonetheless shown under each subtheme (see the entries
for #6 under the headings Beer and Wine). Cross referencing in this fashion,
although extremely time consuming during the coding stage, permits much
easer location of particular items during the later stages of analysis.

When every interview transcript has been read and index sheets have
been app,op:j atel Y annotated, researchers should have a comprehensive means
for accessing information. Additionally, the index sheets provide a means for
counting certain types of responses in order to suggest magnitudes in response
sets or for beginning content analysis of various specific themes.
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Short-Answer Sheets

In addition to developing a comprehensive filing and indexing system,
researchers may want to create aquick response or short-answer sheet toinclude
intheir files. Particularly when conducting standardized interviews, it is possi-
ble to complete brief responses for each of the questions asked as you read
through and code each transcript. In essence, the questions become the inter-
view schedule, and coders simply write short responses for each. Frequently
this can be accomplished by reducing many of the responses to either affirma
tive (yes), negative (no), no clear response (unclear), or avery brief excerpt (no
more than one sentence) including page reference.

Short-answer sheets are included primarily for convenience. They can
be stored in separate files and/or with each interview transcript. They sum-
marize many of the issues and topics contained in each transcript (for exam-
ple, a respondent's income, age, gender, occupation, and so forth). Since
answers for which more detail was provided have been captured and coded

_inthe indexing sheet procedure, these short-answer sheets offer another type

of cross-reference summary.

Analysis Procedures: A Concluding Remark

Stacy (1969) suggests that the collection of qualitative data is often so exten-
svethat researchers can fed that their jobs must be complete when they have
gathered it dl in. This conclusion, of course, is far from accurate. Asthey lis-
ten to the interviewees, researchers frequently develop many interesting (and
sometimes unreliable) impressions about possible patterns. After the inter-
views are completed, however, researchers must closely examine potential
patterns to see what findings actually emerge directly from the data (Glaser
& Strauss, 1967; Schatzman & Strauss, 1973). Such grounded findings, emerg-
ing from the data themselves, are frequently among the most interesting and
important results obtained during research, even though they may have gone
unnoticed during the data-collecting phase. Procedures used to identify these
grounded concepts and patterns are discussed in greater detail in Chapter 6.

TRYING IT OUT

Naturally a certain amount of mental effort is required to learn the skills nec-
essary for conducting effective interviews. These mental juices may have
been flowing as you read this chapter on interviewing. But, as previously
mentioned, there is no substitute for practice. You will have to go out and
conduct severa interviews. There are many public places where you can
practice interviewing. Consider, for example, conducting several unstruc-
tured interviews with people at your locd public library, on a busy down-
town street corner, or even while feeding pigeons in a public park.
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You might also consider creating a brief semistructured instrument
(either individually or as a class) on sometimely issue. Theseinstruments can
then be used as practice schedules during interviews either among class-
mates or in public places. Some possible topics include how the threat of
AIDS may have affected dating practices, whether al workers should be sub-
ject to urine analysis as a condition of employment, or whether elementary
and secondary school teachers should be required to pass competency exam-
inations as conditions of their retention in schools. Or ssimply select a topic
from the headlines of the loca newspaper. Remember, your purpose is to
practice interviewing skills, not to derive actual scientific empirical research.

Good interviewerswork onimproving their listening skills. The better an
interviewer hears what is bei ng said by the subject, the more effectively he or
she can play the interviewer role. Classrooms are excellent places to practice

aware hearing techniques. In our culture, we have atendency to interrupt speak-

ersin order to interject our own views or comments. It is, in fact, quite difficult
for novice interviewers to learn that they cannot say such things as, "Oh yeah,
| did that once," or "Gee, that's redly something, but have you ever tried | »
or smilar interruptions. Remember, when interviewing, theideal isto have the
subject speaking 80 to 90 percent of the time. When interviewers take up too
much of the conversation, little research information is gained.

. Itislikewise important to demonstrate to the subject that you are really
ligening—aware listening, as it may be called. This means you are not think-
ing about your next question or about how smart you can make yourself ook
with some comment—the usual style of natural conversational exchange.

Try thefollowing in order to practice aware listening skills: The instruc-
tor pairs off all the students in the class. Each pair is positioned so that their
seats are facing each other, but not too close together The teacher arbitrarily
assigns a listener and a speaker in each pair. Now the teacher asks each
speaker to talk for 30 seconds on some mundane topic—for example, "my
favorite color,” "my favorite food," or "the best day in my life." The instruc-
tor times this exercise and, after 30 seconds have elapsed, calls out " Stop!" At
this point, the listener repeats verbatim everything he or she heard. This
includes using first person singular (1" statements) if the original speaker
used them.

Following this, the participants reverse roles. The original speaker
becomes the listener and vice versa. The teacher again times a 30-second
mundane-topic exchange. After this is complete, the time is increased to 60
seconds, and the teacher suggests a dightly more personal topic, such as "the
most embarrassing thing that ever happened to me" "something | redly like
about mysalf," “"something | would change about mysdf if | could,” or
"something | disiike about myself."

It is important to be sure you do not meke any verbal statements,
responses, or comments when in the role of the ligener. You may make non-
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verbal gestures, such as anod or use of eyes or eyebrows, to show appropri-
ate response to statements.
When you have completed the exchanges, consider the following

guestions:

1. Did your body language change during the exchanges? For example,
did you move closer or further apart? Did you cross or uncross your
legs or arms?

2. Did the level of sound change at al when you went from the mundane
guestion to the more revealing personal one?

3. Was there less (if any) giggling and movement during the more sdf-
revealing questions as compared with the mundane questions?

4. Was it difficult to sit silently and concentrate on listening?

NOTES

1. Few accountsof theinterviewing process directly make use of adramaturgical mode. One
notable exception is Douglas (1985), who uses dramaturgy to describe cregtive interviewing.
Another exception is Denzin (1973, 1978), who applies several dramaturgical elements to his
description of the interview situation. However, traditional descriptions of the interviewing
process ignore, or a most, make rudimentary use of the notion of role-playing. The description
of role-playing itsdf is usually isolated from the actua interviewing process and appears under
such headingsas "training interviewers' or "piloting surveys" (Benny & Hughes, 1956; Bingham
& Moore, 1959; Denzin, 1970,1973,1978; Kahn & Cannell, 1957; Smith, 1975). Occasiondly, more
knowledgeable authors correctly identify Moreno (1977) as a mgor contributor to the develop-
ment of role-playing as ameans of training researchers and therapists. Yet, these same sourcesfail
to recognize the benefit of role-playing and other dramaturgical elements beyond the inter-
viewer-training stage.

2. Thisexcerpt came from a series of scheduled questions asking respondents whether they
had ever tried marijuana, hash, cocaine, angel dust, acid, and so forth. After identifying sub-
stances the subject had experienced, the interviewer reviewed each with several scheduled
probes, such as "When was the first time you tried ?' "When wasthelast time you
tried ?' "Who else was with you?' and severa others.

3. The interviewer was attempting to develop a matched sample for a study of mania and
depression being conducted by Dr. Barry Glassner of the department of sociology at Syracuse
Universty.

4. Veay few of the women actudly had their husbands st through any portion of the inter-
view. In most cases, it seemed sufficient for their husbands to look over the interviewer and be

present in the house.
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CHAPTER 5

FOCUS GROUP
INTERVIEWING

WHAT ARE FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEWS?

The focus group may be defined as an interview style designed for small
groups. Using this approach, researchers strive to learn through discussion
about conscious, semiconscious, and unconscious psychologica and socio-
cultural characteristics and processes among various groups (Basch, 1987,
Lengua et a., 1992). It is an attempt to learn about the biographies and life
structures of group participants. To be more specific, focus group interviews
are either guided or unguided discussions addressing a particular topic of
interest or relevance to the group and the researcher (Edmunds, 1999).

A typical focus group session consists of a small number of participants
under the guidance of a facilitator, usually called the moderator. Krueger
(1994) suggests that for complex problems focus group size should be kept to
no more than about seven participants.” Thus, larger groups of subjects may
be divided into a series of smaller focus groups. The moderator'sjob, like the
standard interviewer's, is to draw out information from the participants
regarding topics of importance to a given research investigation. The infor-
mal group discussion atmosphere of the focus group interview structure is
intended to encourage subjects to speak fredy and completely about behav-
iors, attitudes, and opinions they possess. Therefore, focus groups are an
excellent means for collecting information from young children and teens, as
well as from elderly adults.

Focus group interviews aso provide a means for collecting qualitative
data in some settings and situations where a one-shot collection is necessary.
Although one-shot data collections usually are associated with survey ques-
tionnaires, in some cases, focus group interviews may serve a similar pur-
pose. Certain groups of interest to socia scientists may remain available for
study only for limited amounts of time. For example, say you are interested
in studying battered women. You might decide that access to a sample of
such women can be best obtained through a battered women's shelter.
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However, women typically remain in such shelters only for short periods of
time, perhaps as little as a month. Now imagine there are 40 or 50 women
residing in the shelter at any given time. Individual interviews would not be
a practical strategy for data collection, considering the amount of time that
would be required to conduct that many interviews. Focus group interviews,
however, might work well. You could easily hold four or five sessions during
the course of a single week and collect necessary research information.

Along with more traditional populations, then, semitransient ones such
as prisoners; hospital, clinic, and HMO patients; students and children in spe-
cid courses, migrant workers; parents at PTA or PTO meetings, and even con-
ventioneers may be suitable for focus group interviews. Even the settings
where these semitransient groups are found lend themselves to data-collection
plans that are faster than traditional individual faceto-face interviews.

When focus groups are administered properly, they are extremely
dynamic. Interactions among and between group members stimulate discus-
sionsin which one group member reacts to comments made by another. This
group dynamism has been described as a "synergistic group effect” (Stewart
& Shamdasani, 1990; Sussman et al, 1991). The resulting synergy alows one
participant to draw from another or to brainstorm collectively with other
members of the group. A far larger number of ideas, issues, topics, and even
solutions to a problem can be generated through group discussion than
through individual conversations. Indeed, it is this group energy that distin-
guishes focus group interviews from more conventional styles of one-on-one,
face-to-face interviewing approaches.

By this time, some readers are asking themselves one central question
about focus group interviews: If focus group interviews are so compelling,
why haven't they been more widely used in the socia sciences? The answer
to this question requires a little background on how focus group interviews
have evolved over the past 50 or so years.

THE EVOLUTION OF
FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEWS

As aresearch technique, focus group interviews or discussions have existed
since the beginning of World War Il (Libresco, 1983; Merton, 1987, Morgan,
1989)% At that time, military psychologists and civilian consultants used
group interviews to determine the effectiveness of radio programs designed
to boost army morale. While socia scientists did originally make active use
of thistechnique, until recently it was more extensively used and developed
by marketing researchers.

At the 1986 meeting of the American Association of Public Opinion
Ressarch (AAPOR), Robert K. Merton described his introduction to focus
group interviewing (Merton, 1987). Merton explained that in November 1941,

FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEWING 113

hewasinvited to dinner at the home of a colleague, Paul Lazarsf eld, who had

" just been asked by the Office of Facts and Figures—predecessor to the Office
- of War Information and later the Voice of America—to test responses to sev-

eral radio morale programs.
Lazarsfeld invited Merton to attend a session and witness how audi-
ence responses were tested. Merton (1987, p. 552) explains his firg reactions:

Do try to s it through my then naive eyes and remember that your present
sophidtication is the legacy of dmogt hdf a century of evolving inquiry. |
entered a radio studio for the firg time, and there | see a smdlish group—a
dozen, or were there twenty?—sedted in two or three rows. Paul and | take our
places as obsarvers a the Sde of the room as unobtrusively as we can; thereis
no one-way mirror or anything of that sort. These people are being asked to
press a red button on their chairs when anything they hear on the recorded
radio program evokes a negative response—irritation, anger, diddief, bore-
dom—and to press a green button when they have a pogtive reponse. . . .
Theredter, we observe one of Paul's assgtants questioning the test-group—the
audience—about their "reasons’ for their recorded likes and didikes.

Merton was intrigued by this strategy for gathering information about
people's attitudes. Lazarsfeld persuaded Merton to work with him on the radio
response project (Merton, 1987). Later, Merton, with Petricia Kendall (1946),
published an articlein the American Journal of Sociology entitled "The Focused
Interview." In 1956, Merton published a book by the same title (Merton, Fiske,
& Kendall, 1956). The book sold only a few thousand copies and quickly went
out of print (Merton, 1987). And, in many ways, so did the technique of focused
group interviews go out of print for many of the social sciences.

Focus group interviews found a home within the confines of marketing
research. In fact, focus groups remain the predominant form of qualitative
research for marketing researchers (e.g., Bartos, 1986, Hayes & Tathum, 1989;
Moran, 1986; Morgan, 1939; 1997). Among most socia scientists, however, lit-
tle attention was paid to focus group interviewing as a technique until its
reemergence during the 1980s. During the 1980s and early 1990s, focus group
interviewing conducted in socia scientific research was sometimes labeled
group interviewing. Yet, the basic elements of these group interviews closdy
resemble the purpose and procedures of focus group interviews.

For example, Hochschild (1983) conducted group interviews, with a
sample of flight attendants, that are reported in The Managed Heart, and
Gubrium (1987) observes and questions members of an Alzheimer's support
group in hisbook, Old Timers and Alzheimer's. Focus groups have been used
to assess health beliefs among heart attack patients (Morgan & Spanish, 1983),
to consider bdiefs about causes and treatments of AIDS among Latina
Women (Flaskerund & Calvillo, 1991), and even notions about what consti-
tutes an appropriate age for marriage in Thailand (Pramualratana et al.,

1985). In 1997, the University of Texas at Houston conducted a focus group
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study to examine how faculty, gaff, and students balance their competing
demands of work and family life (Office of Institutional Effectiveness, 1998).
Morerecently, in 1999, Jll Berg conducted focus group interviewswith Latino
teenagers to determine their views about managing their asthma (Berg, 2000).
Clearly, focus group interviews have begun to appear in highly diverse areas
of socid science.

It was also during the 1980s that group interviewing strategy entered
the feminist methods literature. For example, Callahan (1983) used group
interviews to study attitudes concerning mobility among working-class
women who became psychologists. Her nine-person group interviews are
essentially the same as a standard focus group interview session.

Reinharz (1992, p. 223) reports that one of Callahan's (1983, p. 38) rea
sons for using focus group interviews was the influence of Oakley's (1981)
notions about interviewing women and her

belief that the women's participation and the flow of ideas and information
would be enhanced by being able to listen to each other's experience and to
interact with each other.... A group interview format facilitates women build-
ing on each other's ideas and augments the identification of patterns through
their shared experience, (as quoted in Callahan)

During the 1990s, one begins to see what may be a reversal in the elitist
attitude that focus group interviewing belongs to the somehow vulgar realm of
marketing research. Instead, social scientists have begun regarding the approach
with greater respect. Sussman and his associates (1991, p. 773) have gone so far
as to state that "focus group methodology is one of the most widely used qual-
itative research tools in the applied social sciences." Similar arguments have
been offered by Basch (1987, 1989) and by Stewart and Shamdasani (1990).
Clearly, there are some advantages to the use of this data-collecting orientation
in certain situations. Likewise, and as is true with al data-collection technolo-
gies, there are some disadvantages. Let's consider both.

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES
OF FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEWING

As a qualitative technique that has only recently reemerged in the social sci-
ences, what does focus group interviewing offer that other, more traditional
strategies may not? Like participant observations, focus group interviews
allow the researcher to observe a process that is often of profound importance
to qualitative investigations—namely, interaction. However, like traditional
face-to-face interviews, focus group interviews also alow researchers to
access the substantive content of verbally expressed views, opinions, experi-
ences, and attitudes. Similar to certain aspects of unobtrusive data-collection
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strategies, such as solicited documents, focus groups provide a means for
assessing intentionally created conversations about research topics or prob-
lems. Focus groups, like letters or diaries, also access fragments of a person's
biography and life structure.

In effect, to assess benefits and limitations of focus group interviewing,
we must actually compare it with severa conventional qualitative data-
collection approaches. The following sectionsillustrate such comparisons.

Focus Group Interviewing and Face-to-Face I nterviewing

One important distinction between focus group and face-to-face interviewing
isthe ability to observe interactions about a discussion topic during the focus
group session. Researchers can observe sesson participants interacting and
sharing specific attitudes and experiences, and they can explore these issues.
Intruth, traditional interviewing styles permit a more detailed pursuit of con-
tent information than is possible in a focus group session. Traditional inter-
viewing approaches, however, sacrifice the ability to observe interaction for
greater amounts of detail on various attitudes, opinions, and experiences. As
a consequence, researchers may never learn how subjects might have dis-
cussed these issues among themselves.

In many ways, it is the very give-and-take interactions characteristic of
focus group interviews that lead to spontaneous responses from session par-
ticipants. Hearing how one group member responds to another provides
insights without disrupting underlying normative group assumptions.
Meanings and answers arising during focus group interviews are socidly
constructed rather than individually created. Situations such as focus group
interviews provide access to both actual and existentially meaningful or rele-
vant interactional experiences. Such naturally arising glimpses into people's
biographiesare necessary for inter pretiveinter actionisnt (Denzin, 1989).

As Rubin and Rubin (1995, p. 140) explain:

In foous groups, the god is to let people spark df one ancther, suggesting
dimensions and nuances of the origina problem that any one individua might
not have thought of. Sometimes a totally different understanding of a problem
emerges from the group discusson.

In the same way that face-to-face interviews should be understood as socid
interaction, focus group interviews should be seen in terms of group dynam-
ics (Taylor & Bogdan, 1998). Because interactions between group members
largely replaces the usual interaction between interviewer and subject,
greater emphasis is given to the subjects viewpoints. Aswith informal inter-
viewing, focus groups can sometimes be undertaken without preconceived
questions, focus questions, or guidelines (Morgan, 1989; 1997; Morgan &
Spanish, 1984). This can effectivdly eliminate the researcher's perspective
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frem the resultant data. Conversely, should more guided responses be
~°sired, focus group interviews/like individual ones, can be made more for-
Mal and structured.

Focus g"°“P sessions can even be phenomenological and provide a
Means for a SOIt Of bracketing (Husserl, 1913; 1962, p. 86) of discussion topics.
1° bracketing/ Y °" " °~ some phenomenon up for close and careful inspec-
tion. j; isremoved from the natural world where it occurs and is then exam-
Med. This unmasks, defines, and determines the phenomenon's basic ee-
M®nts and essential structure. For example, you might examine a criminal
°Pisode such as a store robbery. In this case, you would consider all the activ-
es of the robbery per se and bracket, or hold in exclusion, the socia history
of the robber, the victim, and other precursors that may have led to the
°Pisode. The phenomenon of the robbery itself becomes central.

Information from the focus group is treated as text or a document rep-
resenting an instance of the phenomenon being studied. The phenomenon is
"°tinterpreted in terms of the standard meanings given to it by the scientific
“irimunity. Those preconceived notions are isolated and held in abeyance by
bucketing. Instead, multiple comments, stories, and descriptions that con-
"¢"ge in shared experience during the focus group allow the phenomenon to
be confronted, as much as possible, on its own terms. While individual inter-
vie” can dso be phenomenological, this usualy involves emergent informal
interviews, not convergent experiences.

Another perceived benefit of focus group interviews is the belief by
sortve that they are less expensive to conduct than individual interviews.
This may be the case in some study situations, but is not an accurate blanket
rule, Much will depend upon the way the investigator designed his or her
study. (Design is discussed extensively in Chapter 2)) Certainly, if a re-
searcher plans to pay subjects, hire a professona moderator, employ tran-
scribers 4nd coders, and purchase specialized equipment, costs could soar.
On the other hand, costs could be low if the investigator conducted his or
€' own focus group interviews and did the data organization and anaysis
himself or hersdf.

Smilarly, in faceto-face interviewing, costs largely depend upon how
MU ch of theworksis done by "hired hands" (Roth, 1966) and how much by
the researcher- Likewise, costs will be affected by whether or not subjects are
paid for ther involvement in the study.

A more relevant comparison between focus group interviewing and indi-
vidual interviewing is time costs. As suggested above, focus group interviews
can bg undertaken among temporary or transient populations. Thisis because
they require far less time than individua interviews do to involve the same
nurttjjgr-of participants. At the same time, of course, these focus group inter-
views wiD produce substantially less data than individua interviews. Fern
(1982), in a controlled experiment, showed that group interviews did not pro-
duce dgnificartty more or better ideas than an equivalent number of one-on-
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“one interviews. In fact, Fern (1982) found that the group interviews produced

only about 70 percent as many origina ideas as the individua interviews
(those not duplicated in either the real group or the one-on-one interviews).

More recently, Sussman et al. (1991) found that focus group data tended
to make subjects responses more extreme when compared to responses
offered in survey questionnaires. Taken together with Fern's (1982) earlier
work, this suggests that an interviewer must be willing to give up some
degree of data precision in exchange for time savings.

Focus Group Interviewing and Participant Observation

When you areinvolved with participant observation, you are ableto observethe
naturally unfolding worlds of the population under study. This includes those
times when severa parties in the fiedld come together to spontaneously hold a
conversation, discussion, or argument. This natural evolution, of course, is not
present in the artificidly created situation of the focus group. Focus groups fre-
quently contain members who might never have come together were it not for
live creation of the group. Furthermore, the facilitator or moderator can control
the assembly, alter the pace of discussions, change the direction of comments,
interrupt or stop conversations, and so forth. Focus groups, then, like other
forms of interviewing, are not truly natural conversations.

If you are interested in observing behaviors and meanings as they
emerge in their natural setting, you may find that the smulated conversa-
tions of focus groups are insufficient. More traditional forms of participant
observations and various sorts of field ethnography might prove more fruit-
ful. However, if you are interested in collecting data on a large range of
behaviors, a wide variety of interactions, and comprehensive and open dis-
cussions about certain topics or issues, focus group interviews work well.

For the most part, focus group interviews are further limited by the fact
that the bulk of the behavior isverbal. During the group sessions, you should
take notes on various behaviors and physical expressions of participants.
However, these notes will represent only a small portion of the basic verbal
data typically collected during a focus group interview.

Morgan (1989) suggests that focus groups are aso useful when one
investigates research areas that do not have dense sets of observations read-
ily available. In effect, researchers tend to conduct participant observation
studies in settings where there is something available to observe. Organiza
tions and organizational structures, socid roles among group members, nor-
mative values among deviants, and similar topics become typical fodder for
participant observers. Topics like these seem especialy well suited for the
structure of participant observation. Ye topics of a more psychological, cog-
nitive, or deep attitudinal nature seem less effectivey studied through par-
ticipant observation. Such topics could, however, be examined during focus
group interviews.
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Since both participant observation and focus groups seek to examine
group interaction of some sort, there are many times and many topics in
which either might be used. The decision you make when selecting one over
the other, of course, is based on what you are willing to give up or trade off.
You must be willing to trade off emergent observations in a natural setting for
concentrated interactions in a short time frame. This is likely not the sort of
decision that you will make strictly on the basis of financid and time costs.
Largdly, such decisions are made on the basis of the value placed on the
advantages or disadvantages of each technique. Also, decisions will be
affected by the research topic itsdf and the specific interests, values, back-
ground, and training of the investigator. Certainly, among many socia scien-
tists, focus group interviews remain tainted by their long-standing relation-
ship with marketing research. This association may also have an impact on
decisions about whether to use one technique over another.

Focus Group Interviewing and Unobtrusive Measures

One main advantage to unobtrusive measures is that, by definition, they do
not require intrusion into the lives of participants by investigators. This is
because most unobtrusive data have been created by people and Ieft as either
residue or eroson—but without the intention of leaving research data. Other
data-collection strategies, including focus group interviews, are quite inten-
tional and invasive.

In order to conduct focus group interviews, you must first locate some
population from which to select participants. Next, you must contact poten-
tial participants and convince them that their participation is important and
necessary. Findly, you must actually hold the focus group session. With most
unaobtrusive data strategies, no subjects need be involved during the actua
course of the research. There are some types of unobtrusive data collection,
however, in which subjects may be more actively involved than in others. For
example, if researchers ask agroup of individualsto intentionally create daily
diaries, the lives of subjects have been intruded upon.

Unobtrusive data may include limited elements that provide insight
into the cognitive or psychological lives of individuals. However, there is no
interaction between subjects or between subject and investigator. Unlike
focus groups, participant observation, or other forms of interviewing, unob-
trusive drategies are passive rather than dynamic. If you are interested in
examining how people have lived under certain circumstances or in specific
settings, there may be a number of viable unobtrusive strategies available.
Even if you wanted to know how people acted and their attitudes during
some event or time, unobtrusive tactics could be used. But, by their very
nature, unobtrusive data usually are historical. That is, information is created
at one time but identified as data at some later time.
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Recently, Reinharz (1992) described a computer group diary, a strategy
that in some ways resembles an unobtrusive data strategy but is aso akin to
focus group interviewing. Reinharz (1992) tells how women graduate stu-
dents in the department of sociology at Boston College established a com-
puter-based group diary. The original intention of this activity was to alow
students, anonymously and without fear of reprisal, to communicate inci-
dents of sexism.

The diary text was open only to the contributors and provided a means
for women both to express their own thoughts and to read the thoughts of
others. Reinharz (1992, p. 222) provides a glimpse of the introduction to a
document produced in the department as aresult of this group diary:

Who iswriting this?. The Graduate Women's Forum agreed lagt fdl to develop
a document which described incidents of sexigm within the department.
Women participating in its writing include virtualy dl the graduate women
currently doing course work.

Working anonymoudy and individualy, women began the report by enter-
ing on the computer our descriptions and comments about being women stu-
dentsin the department. In some cases, awoman would write about an experi-
ence of another woman who found it impossble to write aout it hersdf;
ometimes passages were written together by two women. The process of writ-
ing, reading, responding, and rewriting was Smultaneoudy an individual and
a cdllective task, both a spontaneous and a reflective effort. The report grew
quickly away from its origind drcumscribed god of diting individua sexigt
incidents. It became acollaborative work generated by the unexpressed breadth
of our experience and andysis of sexiam in the department, and by the unex-
pected synergy of writing with eech other.

Kramer (1983, pp. 3-4) has specificaly caled for the combined use of
group sessions and diary research. Inthis case, Kramer refersto consciousness-
raising groups. "Numerous studies have utilized the small group and con-
sciousness-raising group ... for information gathering, yet few have utilized
the methodology as a complement to diary research.”

What the unobtrusive tactic of solicited diaries lacks in interaction can
be adjusted through use of focus-group-like activities of a group diary. By
sharing information, thoughts, and common problems and suggesting solu-
tions one to the other, group diaries effectivdly become unguided focus
groups. Their discourse, then, amounts to a similar synergistically created
convergence of ideas and experiences. Such biographical information pro-
vides researchers with the structure of the writers' lives. Biographical experi-
ences are culturally influenced and created. Every culture affects its members
self-perceptions and understanding about socia roles, sociad institutions, and
socid structures.

Denzin (1989, p. 39) suggests that biographical experiences have effects at
two levelsin aperson'slife: the surface level and the deep level. On the surface



120 CHAPTER FIVE

level, effects may be barely felt or noticed. They are often taken for granted and
are nondisruptive. Picking up a container of milk on the way home from work
might be an example. Effects at the deep level, however, strike at the core of an
individua's life. They have a strong hold over the individual and affect how
we behave, think, and understand things. Acceptance of our sexudity, sdf-
hate, grief, and other deep-rooted epiphanies serve to illustrate deep-level life
structures. While unobtrusive strategies are quite good at identifying surface-
level structures of life, most are not adequate for uncovering deep-level life
structures.

Focus groups, on the other hand, provide avenues to understand a vari-
ety of deep structural elements. For instance, Twiggs (1994) and Grant (1993)
suggest that focus groups can be used to evaluate the strengths and weak-
nesses of court cases, and even to determine important issues in particular
cases. Grant further suggests that information culled from focus groups may
assist attorneysin selecting juries during voir dire.

Unobtrusive strategies and focus group interviews share an overlap-
ping interest in the biographical experiences of group members. For the most
part, unobtrusive measures remain in the realm of the surface level. On the
other hand, focus group interviews possess the ahility to effectively alternate
between surface and deep levels. Decisions about whether to use unobtrusive
measures or focus groups will be made for several reasons. The most obvious
is the level of life structure you wish to examine. Another, again, may be
financia. Here, however, you are likely to find that unobtrusive measures,
like focus group interviews, can be created at fairly low cost. You might aso
consider innovatively combining the two, as in the group diary. Such a strat-
egy alows both a variation on triangulation and a means for assessing both
surface and deep levels of participants' lives.

The preceding comparisons between focus group interviews and cer-
tain more traditional strategies point out an important issue: Focus groups
may be used either alone as a data-collection strategy or in combination with
other techniques. In their simplest form, focus group interviews can be used
as a sort of stand-alone data or what Morgan and Spanish (1984, p. 263) cal
self-contained data. Thistype of research is analogousto the kind of nontrian-
gulated research you might accomplish using any single qualitative strategy.

FACILITATING FOCUS GROUPS DYNAMICS:
HOW FOCUS GROUPS WORK

Idedlly, focus group procedures include a trained and practiced facilitator
who asks a small group of individuals a series of open-ended questions. The
moderator may use a single standard set of questions, asking each in turn, to
stimulate discussion and conversation during a given session. The moderator
may use the same set of questions during successive sessions. The questions
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may be more or less standardized depending upon the needs of the research
and the inclination of the investigator. In the real world, however, it is fre-
quently inexperienced researchers who use focus group interviews and who
may themselves serve as moderators. It isimportant, therefore, for these inex-
perienced researchersto prepare amoder ator'sguide.

THE MODERATOR'S GUIDE

The tasks of the moderator in afocus group are actually similar to those of the
interviewer in face-to-face interviews. These tasks can be made more system-
atic (and somewhat easier for the novice) by preparing a procedural guidein
advance of conducting the actua focus group. The procedures set out in the
guide should eliminate some of the fear of the unknown that is perhaps apt to
plague an inexperienced moderator of a focus group.

Preparation of the moderator's guide requires consideration of the level
of language for the focus group. This may also include the language the
interview will be conducted in. The guide should aso provide a kind of out-
line or staging and the sequence of what the moderator should say and/or
do. The moderator's guide should include:

1. Introduction and introductory activities

2. Statement of the basic rules or guidelines for the interview
3. Short question-and-answer discussions

4. Specia activities or exercises

5. Guidance for dealing with sensitive issues

Introduction and Introductory Activities

Asmoderator, itisyour job to explain, to the subjects, what the project is seek-
ing and how a focus group operates. As well, you need to establish rapport
with the subjects. Y our moderator guide should include a basic description of
the project (even though subjects may aready have had the project's purpose
explained in order to obtain informed consent). This can be a brief statement
written out in the moderator's guide. It is also important to ask the group if
they understand the project and their role in this research. Introductory activ-
ities also adlow the subjects to meet you, understand what is expected of
them, and become more comfortable. This can be accomplished by creating a
series of activities intended to have subjects disclose alittle something about
themselves. For example, you might ask the group to go around the room and
state their name, occupation, and one thing they think is special about them-
selves. Or you might ask subjects to tell about any hobbies they might enjoy.
This information provides a brief period of time for subjects to learn about
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one another, and to begin feding more comfortable in what is otherwise a
fairly unnatural and potentially disconcerting situation among strangers.

Statement of the Basic Rules or
Guiddlines for the Interview

While you do not want to smply list abunch of rigid rules of conduct, you do
want to establish some ground rules around the interactions during the focus
group. You need to explain that you expect an open, polite, and orderly envi-
ronment where everyonein the group will be encouraged to participate. If you
plan to toss questions out to the full group, to be answered by anyone, tell the
group that thiswill be your procedure. If you intend to ask each subject aques-
tion in turn, obtain a quick answer, and then open it up for discussion by the
group—then, tell them this will be how the interview will proceed. Subjects
need to know what to expect. The moderator should aso tell participants that
everyone may have a different opinion or answer to the questions, and that you
want to hear al of these opinions. It isagood ideato explain the reason for any
recording device and its purpose, if oneis present in the room. If the sessonis
being recorded by , hidden camera, this too should be indicated to the group
aswell aswhy the cameraisnot in the room. For example, you might tell the
group that the camera is hidden to avoid making them fed sdlf-conscious.

Short Question-and-Answer Discussions

Most focus groups operate with a short series of discussions, sparked by ques-
tions asked by the moderator (Krueger, 1997). These questions should be writ-
ten out and listed in a Smilar manner to a semistructured interview schedule
(see Chapter 4). You may even plan out intentional probes, to be used to facil-
itate more information, in the event that there is little discussion after asking
theinitial questions. Experienced moderators are likely to deviate from such a
schedule, asthe dynamics of the group begin to animate the focus group expe-
rience, giving it a kind of life of its own. Less experienced moderators, how-
ever, may fed more secure having a script of questionsto ask.

Special Activities or Exerdses

While many focus groups restrict their data collection to responses from a
series of questions, some, especiadly those undertaken with children, may
include drawing or role-playing exercises so that children may better express
their views (Wright, 1994). It may also be helpful to the researcher to have a
pencil-and-paper exercise to help validate the verbal responses that children
are likely to offer (Wright, 1994). The mgor consideration for thinking about
the inclusion of various additiona exercises is age and maturity of subjects.
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Exercises and activities dso alow the moderator to determine what sub-
jectsindividually know or believe without the influence of othersin the group.
One useful strategy is to have the subjects fill out a brief pencil-and-paper sur-
vey that is administered before the actual question-and-answer/discussion seg-
ment of the focus group begins (to be discussed later asan extended focus group).

Guidance for Dealing with Sensitive | ssues

Asin any interviewing session, focus groups require the moderator to use
sensitivity when dealing with certain subject matters. These typically include
questions concerning acohol and /or drug use, deviant behaviors, and cer-
tain mental health issues. In the focus group, one way to approach such sen-
Stive issues, is to begin with a general question for discussion that deals with
the subject matter. For instance, let's assume you are interested in knowing
about cigarette use by Asian American teenagers. Rather than asking imme-
diately, "Tel me about your cigarette smoking habits," you might begin with
a question such as, "What do you think about cigarette smoking?' In some
cases, this dightly broader question may open the door for discussion in the
group about individual participants' smoking habits—but without having
placed anyone on the spot. If this does not occur, the more specific question
may subsequently need to be asked.

BASIC INGREDIENTS IN FOCUS GROUPS

In a broader and more general sense than the specifics of a moderator's
guide, it is possible to spell out some basic elements or ingredients required
when conducting a focus group interview. Similar checklists have been sug-
gested by Axelrod (1975), Byers and Byers (1996), Morgan (1997), and Mor-
gan and Scannell (1997). These elements include:

1. Aclearly defined objective and/or research problem: Isthe focus group part
of several other means for collecting data or is it being used as a
stand-al one data collection technique? Does the researcher have a clear
understanding of the research problem, and the questions to be used
during the focus group session(s)?

2. The nature of the group: What are the group's characteristics? Is the
group largely homogeneous or is it heterogeneous? Is it an appropriate
group for the research question(s)? If you want to know about Sioux
(Native American) culture, you simply cannot ask a group of Quakers.

3. Atmosphere/environment and rapport: Asin any research project, the facil-
itator must assure confidentiality of information discussed during the
focus group. However, the facilitator must create rapport between her-
«df and the group as well as between group members. In other words,
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the researcher must make al of the group members fed comfortable
talking openly in the group.

4. An awarelistening facilitator: Fecilitators, aswith any interviewer, must
listen to what the subjects are saying (see Chapter 4). It is important to
have a schedule or agenda during the focus group; however, it should
never be so inflexible that interesting topics that spontaneously arise
during the group discussion are shortchanged or unnecessarily trun-
cated. Because of the nature of group dynamics, it is possible that top-
ics and issues not originally considered by the researcher as important
surface as very important.

5. Awell-organized and prepared facilitator: Whether the facilitator intends to
work with several specific questions, or with several general topical
areas, the facilitator should have a clear idea about how things will pro-
ceed. One sure way to kill a focus group discussion is to begin it with-
out any direction or indication of what the flow of questions or topics
will be. Often, texts recommend that facilitators be highly trained and
skilled leaders of focyus groups (see, for example, Krueger, 1994). Unfor-
tunately, thisis not dways practical or possible. It, therefore, becomes
even more important for an inexperienced researcher serving as facili-
tator to demonstrate dear organization and preparedness.

6. Structure and direction, but restrained contribution to the discussion: While
the facilitator should guide the group's discussion, he should avoid
offering opinions and substantive comments. With any interview, the
ideal product is 90 percent subjects and 10 percent researcher.

7. Research assistance: Many investigators use only a single researcher/
facilitator during the course of a focus group. This procedure sometimes
occurs because of costs or time necessities. A moreidyllic situation isto
have someone serve as fadilitator, while someone else sits and observes
the group. This second researcher is able to create fiedd notes about the
group dynamics, as wel as assist in identifying voices when it comes
time to transcribe the recording of the focus group interview. An even
more effective record might be to videotape the focus group. Videotap-
ing, however, is not dways permissible or possible.

8. Systematic analysis: Whether the recording is atranscribed audiotape, or
a videotape of group sessons, the data must be analyzed using some
systematic means. One Syle of analysis is analyzing the content of the
statements made by subjects during the focus group (see Chapter 11).
Whatever you do with the data, they should be clearly stated to ensure
veyifiabilify. By Vv ifisble | mean that the analysis process should per-
mit another researcher to arrive at similar conclusions using the same or
similar documents and raw data (Krueger, 1994).

Often, researchers employ atactic called the extended focus group. This
procedure includes a questionnaire administered to participants before the
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group session. The questionnaire generally includes material that will be dis-
cussed during the focus group session. Information from this questionnaire
may assist both group members and the moderator. The questionnaires allow
the participants to develop a commitment to a position before any group dis-
cussion begins (Sussman et al., 1991).

Information from these pregroup questionnaires may help to ensure that
the moderator draws out minority opinions as well as more dominant mgor-
ity ones (Wimmer & Dominick, 1987). In some ways, thisis similar to the pre-
jury selection questionnaire people commonly receive when called to serve on
jury duty. These questionnaires dicit information that will allow the prosecut-
ing and defense attorneys an opportunity to get to know potential jurors. When
they ask questions of thejurorsin aprocess cdled voir dire, they are guided by
comments these people made in their questionnaires. Answers to their ques-
tions help the attorneys decide whom they do and do not want on the jury.

One of the most difficult tasks for a moderator is controlling dominat-
ing respondents while simultaneously encouraging passive group members.
This must be accomplished without embarrassing or completely shutting
down the dominating participants. Often, like a traditional interviewer, mod-
erators must rely upon their ability to develop rapport with group members.

If the moderator has been successful in developing a rapport, it may be use-
ful in efforts to encourage the quiet members to participate.

Most researchers who use focus group techniques acknowledge that
group influences can distort individual opinion. Some opinions may be
more extreme and some may be less verbalized than others because of the
group effects (Morgan, 1989; Sussman et al., 1991). Having some idea about
how individuals thought about certain topics before the group sessions start,
allows the investigator to gauge this group effect. This is not to say that
material obtained during the group session is false. Quite the contrary. The
opinions voiced during the session, even those that contradict pregroup
questionnaires, merely demonstrate the impact of group dynamics. Addi-
tional information, confirmation or refutation of beliefs, arguments, discus-
sion, and solutions heard during the group session shape participants' think-
ing. What results is a collective understanding about issues discussed during
the group session.

It is important, in fact, to bear in mind that data obtained from focus
group interviews are not identical to individual interview data. Focus group
data are group data. They reflect the collective notions shared and negotiated
by the group. Individual interview data reflect only the views and opinions
of the individual, shaped by the socia process of living in a culture.

When you design a focus group interview study, your plans for partic-
ipant selection must be undertaken very carefully. It should not be assumed
that focus group samples necessarily are accidental or purposive. Even
among marketing researchers, care is required to create samples that include
subjects with necessary product user characteristics (Tynan & Dryton, 1989).
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For the more traditional social sciences, one should begin using standard
strategies for sampling to create a sample pool. From this pool, the smaller
focus groups may be formed.

For example, let us say you are interested in studying some aspect of the
lives of incarcerated women. Perhaps you want to know how these women
perceive their family role as mother, even though they are separated from their
children (Moloney, 1994). In most states, there are few women's correctiona
facilities, often only one or two for the entire state. Thus, you easily can begin
with a census sample® of women in prison to form the initial pool. Next, you
might gtratify this group into those who have children currently of juvenile sta-
tus (under the age of juvenile jurisdiction) and those who do not. Using the
group with children, you might now have asample of 50 or 60 women. Assum-
ing no rejections, you could randomly assign women in this group to five or Sx
focus groups and conduct sessions in a fairly brief amount of time.

You can develop focus groups using other strategies to create the initial
sample pool. Thisis particularly true if you are using focus group interviews
as an additional line of action in a triangulated project. For example, Berg
(1995) was interested in examining self-management programs and patient
compliance among adult asthmatics. Her sampling strategy called for sys-
tematically selecting and stratifying adult asthma patients into the cels
shown in Figure 5.1, each containing eight people for a total of 62 subjects.

Berg's (1995) design called for an experimental group and a control
group, so she randomly assigned the subjects in each cell to one or the other.
The experimental group was presented with a structured educational pro-
gram regarding the use of their asthma inhaler medication. The control group
was not. Using devices designed to indicate when the inhalers were used,
Berg planned to determine whether the program improved patients' df-
management and compliance. To this point, Berg's research amounts to a
farly standard quasiexperimental design. However, Berg's design does not
provide for explanations about why inhal ers were or were not used. She could
have obtained such information with focus groups.

Males Females

Younger Younger

Patients Older Patients Patients Older Patients

(Under 45) (Over 45) (Under 45) (Over 45)
Serious
Asthma
Condition
Moderate
Asthma
Condition

i

FIGURE 5.1 IBerg Samoling Strategy
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In thisinstance, Berg might have divided each of the two groups, exper-
imental and control, into three focus groups. In these six focus group inter-
views, the moderator could have explored how subjects viewed their med-
ication and why they did or did not use the inhalers as prescribed.

Asillustrated above, samplesfor focus groupsin the socia sciences derive
from awide variety of types. Standard sampling procedures can improve the
validity of group interview results. The main question that remains is, When
should a focus group strategy be used?

While this is not its primary purpose, you might consider using a ver-
sion of focus group interviews to pilot an interview schedule. In thisinstance,
you would have members of the focus group read through the instrument
under consideration. Next, the group would discuss the usual concerns
researchers have about such research instruments: the level of language, com-
prehensibility of the questions, question order, affected wording of questions,
and so forth.

As suggested throughout the examples offered in this chapter, there are
numerous other occasions when a focus group could be used. This is, of
course, true with many data-collection strategies. As suggested in the firgt
chapter of thisbook, triangulation in qualitative research can be important to
issues of validity. Whenever you can demonstrate corroboration of informa-
tion you have obtained, you are on solid ground. Whether focus group tech-
niques are used will depend on several issues. These issues have been men-
tioned in the preceding chapter, but they bear some reiteration.

First, you must decide whether information gathered through the focus
group interview will inform the research questions. There is no point in con-
ducting focus groups if the results are superfluous.

Second, you may want to consider aspects of time and cost effective-
ness. Will focus group interviews alow you to obtain the best data for the
time and money they will require?

Third, is the study population one that requires a faster data-collection
strategy that might be provided by another technique? Naturaly, this is
related to the issue of your research questions as well as to the quality of the
data. This may involve decisions about your willingness to make tradeoffs
between data precision and gains in data acquisition.

Lagt, you should consider whether using focus groups might enhance a
project by adding another line of action to the study. This additional line of
action may, in fact, offer either corroboration of other data or insights into
areas other data fail to illuminate.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND
FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEWS

One fina issue requires discussion: the problem of confidentiaity of information
obtai ned through the use of focusgroup interviews. Whileit iseasy to ensurethat
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the researcher will maintain confidentiaity, what can be done among the partic-
ipants? Ensuring confidentidity is critica if the researcher expects to get truthful
and free-flowing discussions during the course of the focus group interview. If
group members fed apprehensive or inhibited by fear of somehow being
exposed, they will not fully disclose their fedings and perceptions.

In marketing research situations, thisissue of confidentiality may not be
viewed as terribly significant. After al, who really cares if the car manufac-
turer learns that someone thinks their automobile is ugly or fails to perform
well? What difference does it make to have some cereal company learn that
someone thinks the picture on the box is childish or the taste of the product
is awful? While executives need this information to improve product quality,
none of these comments is very sdlf-disclosing.

When focus groups are used for social scientific research, however, a
different kind of information is obtained. A focus group interview among
rapists, for example, could reveal very sensitive pieces of information. Dis-
cussion among obese focus group members about why they eat obsessively
may not be the kind of information members want to be identified with. Con-
versations among elementary school teachers about how they discriminate
against particular ethnic groups or against girls could be very troublesome if
revealed. Thus, certain procedures must be taken to ensure confidentidity.

The logica course to take is to have every member of the focus group
sign a statement of confidentiaity. In other forms of research, such as indi-
vidual interviews, thisis fairly common practice. The difference, however, is
that in the individual interview, this contractual agreement is between
researcher and subject. In the focus group situation, the agreement must be
among all group members and the moderator/researcher. An example of
such an agreement is offered in Figure 5.2.

This form is intended to further ensure confidentiality of data obtained during the
course of the study entitled [place title of research here]. All parties involved in this
research, including all focus group members, will be asked to read the following
statement and sign their names indicating that they agree to comply.

| hereby affirm that | will not communicate or in any manner disclose
publicly information discussed during the course of this focus group
interview. | agree not to talk about material relating to this study or interview
with anyone outside of my fellow focus group members and the researcher
[or moderator].

Name:

Signature:

Project Director's Signature:

HGURE 52 Group Agreement for Maintaining Confidentiality
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Enforcement of this agreement, as with al confidentiality agreementsin
research, largely is one of honor rather than law. Use of this sort of document,
however, does alow the participant an opportunity to think about issues of
confidentiality. If a participant believes he or she will not be able to keep
material confidentia, thisisthe opportunity to withdraw. Smilarly, if agroup
member is fearful about confidentiality, he or she can drop out of the group.

Allowing concerned or unwilling subjects to withdraw is an important
ethical element in all research. It is also important for the quality of your focus
group data. Having an unwilling participant in the group could prove to be
very disruptive or problematic for a moderator. The discussions, topics, and
solutions the group might be able to develop could be seriously compromised.

RECENT TRENDS IN FOCUS GROUPS

One of the most interesting recent trends in focus group research is the emer-
gence of videoconferencing as an integral part of the focus group research
process. The technology necessary to conduct this variation on focus groups
became available during the mid-1990s, and quickly appeared in the marketing
research industry (Greenbaum, 1997; 1998). For marketing researchers, it pro-
vides a mechanism for both recording and broadcasting focus groups to remote
and diverselocations, at an enormous financial savings (Greenbaum, 1998). For
the socia sciences, this same technology may provide a method for securing
focus group information in multiple geographical locations in both an expedi-
ent and economica manner. In other words, aresearcher in Kansas can conduct
ateleconference focus group with groupsin New Y ork, Cdlifornia, Kansas, and
Ohio—all at the same time.

This new trend for socid science focus group interviews—although
potentially very promising—currently contains several significant problems.
Fird, it requires some degree of technical sophistication (although such
expertise can be hired). Second, to actually conduct a focus group in person
requires a certain degree of skill and practice. To conduct a videoconferenc-
ing focus group using multiple simultaneous groups would seem to require
amoderator with considerably greater skill and self-confidence than might be
required in a traditional setting and focus group interview. A videoconfer-
encing moderator will need to possess a keen ability to communicate, and the
capacity to project empathy, interest, and concern to subjects in remote loca-
tions. Third, the moderator will need to be very well organized in order to
maintain orderly responses and discussions between not only multiple sub-
jects (asin atraditional focus group) but between multiple locations as well.

In sum, the use of focus groups among socid scientists has grown over
the past decade. The advancesin technology have also evolved at anincredible
pace during that same time period. It islikely, that during the next decade, the
current problems in videoconference focus groups will fade and the technique
will become more accessible to a greater number of socid scientists.
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CONCLUSION

The focus group interview is an innovative and evolving strategy for gather-
ing what might otherwise be fairly difficult-to-obtain information. Recently
reborn in the socia sciences, the focus group promises to quickly become an
integral part of data-collection technology among qualitative researchers. It
operates well as a stand-alone means for data collection or as an additional
line of action. The limitations of focus group interviews must be weighed
against the advantages they offer in a given research situation.

TRYING IT OUT

Suggestion 1. This suggestion is intended to allow students an opportunity
to work in an unguided focus group. Divide the class into groups of approx-
imately six or seven students. Each group begins discussing each of the fol-
lowing topics: how to sdlect a course, how group members chose the college
they are attending, and what types of vacations are best during spring break.
Allow only 15 minutes or so for each topic. If possible, have each group tape
record their session. If recording isn't possible, have one or two members of

each group take notes.

Suggestion 2. Develop a means for identifying participants for a focus
group study on fear of crime among juveniles. Be certain you consider basic
issues of sampling, including representation of both genders and a variety of
ethnic groups, ages, and educational levels.

Suggestion 3. Create a moderator's guide for a focus group study on vio-
lence in high schools. Assume your sample will be of high school students

from your area

NOTES

1. Thereiswidedisagreement in theliterature about what exactly constitutesasmall group for
focus group interviews. Some sources suggest six to nine subjects (Pramualratana et al., 1985, p.
204); othersrecommend six or eight to ten group members (Morgan, 1989, p. 43); ill othersclaim
that Sx to twelve participants (Lenguaet d., 1992, p. 163) may betheideal size. Onething seems
certain: The more complex the research problem, the more effective it is to have smaller sze (5-7
people) focus groups.

2. A colleague of mine, W. Timothy Austin, reminds me of an interesting point. While most
mainstream writing on focus groups similarly identifies post-World War |l as a general time
point of origin for the technique, this is somewhat questionable. In fact, for several hundred
years, anthropologists conducted what could be described as focus group interviews when they
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sat around tribal campfires. However, the systematic technique and the label focus group do
appear to emergein the literature shortly after World Wer 11.

3. Census samplesinclude all the peoplewho fit acertain characteristic or who exist in a spe-
dfic location. For instance, a nurse researcher might use such a sampling procedure to study all
the patients being treated at a single hemodialysis center. Any potential subject who does not
want to participate in the research fals into the researcher's rejection rate. Typicaly, this proce-
dure is used when the total number of potential subjectsisnot very large.
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CHAPTER 6

ETHNOGRAPHIC
FIELD STRATEGIES

Although ethnography has been around for along time, particularly as prac-
ticed by cultural anthropologists, sociologists differ sharply on both the con-
ceptual meaning of ethnography and its application. Researchers frequently
use the term in seemingly different ways. Spradley (1979, p. 3), for example,
explains that "ethnography is the work of describing a culture. The essentia
core of this activity aims to understand another way of life from the native
point of view." Zigarmi and Zigarmi (1980) refer to ethnographers as virtu-
ally anyone who entersthe natural setting in order to conduct field research, a
concept that itsdf suffers from confused understanding (see Guy et d., 1987).
Some researchers, for example Ellen (1984) and Stoddart (1986), suggest that
ethnography involves the end product of fidd research, namely, the written
account of observations. Other authorities, Preble and Casey (1969), Agar
(1973), Weppner (1977), and Johnson et al. (1985), for instance, describe
ethnography as an extremely effective method for studying illicit drug use
and users. In an attempt to differentiate this style of research from anthropo-
logical ethnography many drug researchers have called it street ethnography
or urban ethnography. Leininger (1985, p. 33) coined the term ethnonursing to
describe ethnography conducted by nurses.

More recently, Lofland (1996, p. 30) describes the strategy of analytic
ethnography:

| use the term "analytic ethnography" to refer to research processes and prod-
ucts in which, to a greater or lesser degree, an investigator (8) attempts to pro-
vide generic propositional answers to questions about socid life and organiza-
tion; (b) strives to pursue such an attempt in a spirit of unfettered or naturalistic
inquiry; (c) utilizes databased on deep familiarity with a socid setting or Situa-
tion that is gained by personal participation or an approximation of it; (d) devel-
ops the generic propositional analysis over the course of doing research;
(e) strives to present data and analyses that are true; (f) seeks to provide data
and/or analyses that are new; and (g) presents an analysis that is developed

133
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in the senses of beng conceptudly eaborated, descriptively detailed, and
concept-data interpenefrated.

However, the various ways researchers speak about ethnography may amount
to little more than terminological preferences. Agar (1986) came to this conclu-
sion in his examination of the language differences among various ethnogra-
phersand ethnographic traditionsin hisbook Speaking of Ethnography.

Nonetheless, the important point about the concept of ethnography,
regardless of one's language and terminological preference, is that the prac-
tice places researchers in the midst of whatever it is they study. From thisvan-
tage, researchers can examine various phenomena as perceived by partici-
pants and represent these observations as accounts.

Wolcott (1973) captures the essence of most of these variations by defining
ethnography as the science of cultural description. Clearly, ethnography is pri-
marily a process that attempts to describe and interpret socia expressions
between people and groups. Or, as Geertz (1973) suggests, the researcher's task
is to convey thick description, such that a wink can be distinguished from a
twitch, and a parody of a wink is distinguishable from an actua wink (see
Wilcox, 1988, p. 459).

Some researchers, Ellen (1984) for example, describe the ethnographic
process as subj ective soaking. According to Ellen (1984, p. 77) thisoccurswhen
the researcher "abandons the idea of absolute objectivity or scientific neutrality
and attempts to merge him/herself into the culture being studied." Other sub-
jectivist and existential approaches have given rise to the notion of fieldwork as
tranglation, in which cultura elements (including human ideas and percep-
tions) are considered opaque texts. From this vantage, the primary objective of
ethnography is to read the text. The text, however, isnot some abstract concept
or idedlized heuristic model. Instead, the text should be considered the litera
textual content of the ethnographer's notebooks, memos, and the like. This ori-
entation toward ethnography; then, can be understood as the product of inter-
action between the observer and the observed (Clifford, 1980).

The more traditional anthropologica approach of ethnography, as repre-
sented by the works of Mainowski, Evans-Pritchard, and Boas, hasbeen pri-
marily concerned with this type of subjectivist trandation. During the past 35

years, however, anthropologica methods, like sociologica ones, have under-
gone considerable advancement, refinement, and change (see, for example,
Adler & Adler, 1987). Ellen (1934) points out that these changes have provided
no less than a quiet revolution, resulting in a new ethnography.

The fidd of the new ethnography, as suggested in the opening para
graphs of this chapter, has experienced considerable confusion, both conceptu-
aly and methodologicdly. One mgor result of adaptation to the new ethnog-
raphy has been aredefining of ethnography asaset of highly forma techniques
designed to extract cognitive data (Ellen, 1984; Spradley, 1980, Van Maanen,
1982). Another conseguence of this quiet revolution is what Spindler (1989)
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describes asthe meteoric rise of educational ethnography during the past decade,
particularly the past severa years. As Spindler (1988, p. 1) explains. "Ethnog-
raphy has become virtually a household word in professiond education, and it
is the rare research project today that does not have somewhere in the table of
operations at least one ethnographer and somewhere in the research design
some ethnographic procedures.”

During the past 20 years, this new ethnography has grown popular
among nursing researchers (see, for example, Morse & Field, 1995). Frequently,
one finds this technique referred to as ethnonursing research (Burns & Grove,
1993; Leininger, 1985; Polit & Hungler, 1993), which means "the study and
analysis of the loca or indigenous people's viewpoaints, beliefs and practices
about nursing care behavior and processes of designated cultures' (Leininger,
1985, p. 38). More recently, in nursing, Francke et al. (1996) demonstrate the
benefits of observational (ethnographic) research even by gaf members.

In the foreword to Ferrell and Hamm's (1998) recent work on ethnogra-
phies on crime and deviance, Patricia and Peter Adler characterize the evolu-
tionary development of fieldwork as marked by an early (1920s) period of
impressionism that emerged early in the Chicago school of urban research.
Next cameaperiod of renaissance (1946-1955), marked by asecond generation
of Chicago school researchers. This was followed by abstract expressionism
during the 1960s, and a shift of the ethnographic enterprise's sociological cen-
ter to California, where focus was placed on deviant, alternative, counter-cul-
tural, andillegal groups. Then camethe dark ages, beginningin thelate 1970s,
but not entirely full-blown until the 1990s. These were the years that institu-
tional review boards (IRBg placed strangleholds on many ethnographic
research endeavors. Today, we have reached a period of enlightenment, atime
when brave ethnographers are prepared to move research into a new millen-
nium. Currently, ethnography is experiencing a renewed interest and consid-
erable healthy vigor.

The principal concernin this chapter isto examine the new ethnography
as an extremely effective research strategy. Van Maanen (1982, p. 103) suggests
that ethnography has become the method "that involves extensive fieldwork of
various types including participant observation, formal and informal inter-
viewing, document collecting, filming, recording, and so on." It is not, how-

ever, the intent of this chapter to diminish the significant contribution made by
the more traditional (textual) orientation. In fact, a section of this chapter on
ethnography as a narrative style discusses the more traditiona ethnographic

orientation.

One other sgnificant aspect of ethnography is the distinction sometimes
made between micro- and macr oethnogr aphy (sometimesreferred to asgeneral
ethnography). One obvious difference is the scope of a given investigation.
Macroethnography attempts to describe the entire way of life of a group. In
contrast, microethnography focuses on particular incisions at particular points
in the larger setting, group, or institution. Typicdly, these spedific points are
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selected because they in some manner represent salient elementsin the lives of
participants and in turn, in the life of the larger group or institution.

A second fundamental difference between micro- and macroethnogra-
phy is that the former analytically focuses more directly upon the face-to-face
interactions of members of the group or institution under investigation. By
examining these interactions, their implications (or as Mehan [1978] suggests
their outcomes) can be considered. For example, Wolcott's (1973) The Man iri
the Principal’s Office was intended to offer an accurate description of the real
world of one elementary school principal and, by extension, to identify the
various behaviors, attitudes, and processes shared by other elementary
school principals.

In spite of various differences, both micro- and macroethnography
share the overarching concern for assessing everyday community life from
the perspectives of participants. From detailed examinations of people and
their socid discourse and the various outcomes of their actions, underlying
principles and concepts can be identified. As a result, neither micro- nor
macroethnography is fully understandable individually without some con-
sderation of the other. For example, it would be impossible to understand the
concept of classroom management in relation to the concept of learning with-
out some consideration of how this relates to learni ng environments in een
eral (seeAllen, 1986).

This chapter is divided into five sections: Accessing aField Setting: Getting
In, Becoming Invisible, Other Dangers During Ethnographic Research, Watching,
Ligening, and Learning, and Disengaging: Getting Out.

ACCESSING A FIELD SETTING: GETTING IN

As Sfir et a. (1980) and Sheffir and Stebbins (1991) suggest, one central
problem shared by al fidd investigatorsisthe problem of getting in. This par-
ticular problem begins at the design stage. It involves consideration of who
the subjects are and the nature of the setting. For example, Spencer (1991)
describes the problems he and others have had trying to study certain
bureaucratic institutions such as the military. Spencer (1991) outlines the
mechanisms such ingtitutions possess for avoiding or controlling access to
research data. Even when aresearcher is given permission to conduct a study
in an institution such as a prison, a mental hospital, or as Spencer (1991) did
a the U.S. Military Academy, where a researcher can go and with whom a
researcher may speak may be controlled.

Robert Burgess (1991b, p. 43) suggests that access is "negotiated and
renegotiated throughout the research process.” He further states that "access
is based on sets of relationships between the researcher and the researched,
edtablished throughout a project.”
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Hertz and Imber (1993) similarly detail the problems associated with
conducting fidd studies in elite settings. As they suggest, there are very few
studies of elites because elites are by their very nature difficult to penetrate.
Unlike some other segments of society, elites often are visible and fairly easy
to locate. Yet, because they are able to establish barriers and obstacles and
because they can successfully refuse access to researchers, many elites are dif-
ficult to study.

How might you gain access to difficult-to-reach groups? As simplistic as
it may seem, the answer lies in reading the literature. While various settings
and groupsaredifficult to access, most are not impossible. Ostrander (1993) says
she found it rather simple to gain access to upper-class women. She further
suggests that sometimes abit of luck, taking advantage of certain relationships,
considerable background work, and making the right contacts frequently ease
access to restricted groups. While researching restricted settings or groups may
involve more work initidly, the rewards can be quite gratifying.

It is dso important during the design stage of your research to consider
several other important points. For example, since most ethnographic research
involves human subjects, researchers must give considerable thought to ways
they can protect the subjects from harm and injury. Thisis especidly true when
dealing with restricted groups or settings. You must be mindful not to bar
future researchers access by careless protection of subjects rights and privacy.
In addition, researchers must consider how they will go about gaining permis-
sion or consent of the subjects. Of course, this itsdf requires a decision about
whether to enter the fidd as an announced researcher (overtly) or as a secret
researcher (covertly).

Most sources on gaining access to the field agree on one thing: Whether
itisahighly accessble or avery restricted setting, decisions made during the
early stages of research are critical. Thisis true because such decisions will lay
both the conceptual and methodological foundation for the entire project. This
can be likened to what Janesick (1994, pp. 210-211) describes as choreograph-
ing the research design. In other words, just as an expressive dancer might ask,
"What statement do | want to say through my dance?' an ethnographer must
consider the question, "What do | want to learn from this study?"

Toward this end, the decision to enter the fidd overtly or covertly as an
investigator isimportant. Each style of entrance encompasses certain problems,
and regardless of the style you choose, you must address these problems.

Similarly, with either style of entrance, researchers must consider that
their very presence in the study setting may taint anything that happens
among other participants in that setting. As Denzin (1970, pp. 203-204) sug-
gests: "Resactive effects of observation are the most perplexing feature of par-
ticipant observation, since the presence of an observer in any setting is often
a 'foreign object.” The creation of the role of participant observer inevitably
introduces some degree of reactivity into the fidd setting.”
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Spindler and Spindler (1988, p. 25) similarly express their concerns
about intruding by participating in the "life of the school" during their
research. As a partial solution, they strive to "melt" into the classroom as
much as possible. This attempt to "become invisible" will be discussed in
greater detail later in this chapter.

An argument can be made for both covert and overt stances when con-
ducting ethnographic research. For instance, a study on casual homosexual
encounters such as Humphreys's Tearoom Trade (1975) simply could not have
been undertaken if he had formaly announced his identity as a researcher.
Briefly, Humphreys found a public bathroom where men met for brief homo-
sexual encounters. Standing as lookout and assumed to be avoyeur or "watch
gueen," Humphreys managed to learn that many of these men had wives and
families. They lived heterosexua lives but occasondly had homosexua
encounters. His research demonstrated rather clearly that homosexuality was
not a disease, as many people had previously believed, but a life style.

Similarly, in studies about people who frequent so-called adult movie
theaters and book stores, the identification of an observing ethnographer
might result in little information about such persons. Itisaso likely that such
an announcement would create uncontrollable reactivity to the presence of
the researcher. For example, nurses conducting ethnographic research with
the intention of investigating drug theft practices of hospital gaff members
might create conflicts between themselves and others on the gaff. Thus, a
magjor argument for covert ethnographic research is the sensitivity of certain
topics that might make it impossible to do research by other means. Natu-
rally, in making such a case, you must additionally justify the undertaking of
such research by some actual socid or scientific benefit.

Scientific benefits notwithstanding, some serious ethical questions arise
when covert research is conducted on human subjects. Among other concerns
is the possibility that this type of research might abuse the rights and privacy
of the research subjects, thereby causing them harm. For many scholars, there
can be no justification for knowingly harming subjects.

Onthe other hand, entering an ethnographic study as a known researcher
has severa benefits. For example, in his study of medical students, Becker
(1963) noted that his status as an identified researcher alowed him to ask ques-
tions of various hospital personnel more effectively. Smilarly, Berg et al. (1983),
in astudy of adolescent involvement in alcohal, drugs, and crime, suggest that
by having entered the field overtly, they succeeded in locating guides and
informants (discussed in detail later). Many of these adolescents might other-
wise have thought the two fidd ethnographers were narcs—people who are or
work for the police. By having established who they were and what they were
doing in the fidd, the two ethnographers managed to gain considerable rap-
port with their subjects.

Because of the ethical concerns associated with the overt/covert contro-

versy, and in light of heightened concern over faddfication of research find-
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ings in scientific communities, this chapter primarily considers getting in as

an overt activity. Issues commonly associated with determining a balance
between covert and overt research techniques were more comprehensively
considered in Chapter 3.

REFLECTIVITY AND ETHNOGRAPHY

Access and ethical concerns underscore that ethnography requires a reflective
concern on the part of the researcher; or what some scholars refer to as reflex-
ivity (Boyle, 1994, Hammersley & Atkinson, 1995). This reflexive characteris-
tic implies that the researcher understands that he or she is part of the socia
world(s) that he or she investigates. Ethnography involves activities that fall
somewhere between rigorous, dare | say, positivist approaches, and more nat-
uralistic reflections of the actual socia worlds of the people being studied.
Good ethnography requires that the researcher avoids simply accepting
everything at face value, but instead, considers the material as raw data that
may require corroboration, or verification.

Ethnography, then, becomes a process of gathering systematic observa-
tions, partly through participation and partly through various types of con-
versational interviews (Werner & Schoepfle, 1987). Y, it may additionally
require the use of photography, computers, mapping, archival searches, and
even assorted documents. Ethnographers today must do more than simply
describe the populations they investigate; they must strive to understand
them, and, if possible, to explain their activities.

Reflexivity further implies a shift in the way we understand data and
their collection. To accomplish this, the researcher must make use of an inter-
nal dialogue that repeatedly examines what the researcher knows and how the
researcher cameto knowthis. To bereflexiveisto have an ongoing conversation
with one's Hf. The reflexive ethnographer does not merely report findings as
facts, but actively constructs interpretations of experiences in the field, and
then questions how these interpretations actually arose (Hertz, 1997; Van
Maanen, 1988). The ideal result from this process is reflexive knowledge:
information that providesinsightsinto the workings of the world and insights
on how that knowledge came to be.

The Attitude of the Ethnographer

The researcher's frame of mind when entering anatural setting is crucia to the
eventual results of a study. If you strike the wrong attitude, you might well
destroy the possibility of ever learning about the observed participants and
their perceptions. Matza (1969) similarly identifies researcher attitude as a cru-
cid eementinfidd studies. According to Matza (1969), one must enter appr eci-
ating the situations rather than intending to correct them. This sort of neutral
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posture allows researchers to understand what is going on around them rather
than become either advocates or critics of the events they witness. In addition,
appreciation does not require the interviewers to agree with or even to accept
the perceptions of their subjects but merely to offer empathy.

Although many students might think it is unnecessary to suggest that
ethnographers should conduct research with an appreciative attitude, in
actuality it is an important recommendation.

The Researcher's Voice

Many researchers—both quantitative and qualitative alike—recommend that
socid science research maintain a value neutral position. From this perspec-
tive, social scientists are expected to study the world around them as external
investigators. This means neither imposing their own views or taking any
stands on socia or political issues. This style of research tends to lend itsdf to
a fairly positivist approach. During the more recent past, a number of socia
researchers have argued against this fagade of value neutrality. Among the
more voca have been feminist researchers (Hertz, 1997; Reinharz, 1992
Ribbens & Edwards, 1998). Feminists have worked out a research orientation
that is comfortable for both the researcher and the subjects. It tends to involve
strategies that listen more and talk less, that humanize the research process,
and that insist that the ethnographic researcher become both involved with
his or her subjects, and reflexive about his or her own thoughts.

Objectively, socid scientists should recognize that research is seldom, if
ever, realy value neutral. After all, the selection of a research topic typically
derives from some researcher-oriented position. As previously implied in this
chapter, topic selection occurs because of an interest in the subject matter, or
because it is a politically advantageous area to receive grant monies, because
of some inner humanistic drive toward some socia problem, or because one
has personal experiences or what Lofland (1996, p. 44) calls "deep familiar-
ity" with the subject area. Thefactis, research is seldom undertaken for aneu-
tral reason. Furthermore, all humans residing in and among socia groups are
the product of those social groups. This means that variousvalues, moral atti-
tudes, and beliefs orient people in a particular manner.

For instance, a person's sdection of certain terms indicates the kind of
influences that a person's socia groups have on him or her. During the early
1980s, | thought nothing of using the pronoun he consistently and exclusively
inmy writing. Similarly, | often used thewords policeman, chairman, postman,
and similar types of terms. By the mid-1980s, however, with the press for
political correctness, my orientation changed and | began using the conven-
tion of writing heor she, and using terms such as police officer, chair, and postal
worker. The point here isthat my basic orientations were affected, not merely
my semantics. How | viewed socid worlds was now different, and it is such
differences that affect the possibility of value neutrality in research.
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More recently, and again following from feminist researchers lead, my
writing has begun to incorporate the use of firg person singular. In other
words, | use the word |. Particularly when writing ethnographic reports, it
began to be apparent that using the first person singular was more direct.
Rather than saying, "The researcher began to recognize blah, blah, blah . . ."
it seemed more forthright to simply say, "l began to recognize. ..." In this
manner, a researcher can take both ownership and responsibility for what is
being stated. Furthermore, one's writing style becomes far less cumbersome,
and often eliminates passive and convoluted sentences.

Along similar lines, the use of personal biography or deep familiarity
with a subject has become more common and accepted by ethnographers.
One excellent example is Phil Brown's exploration of the culture of the
Catskill Mountains' resorts (Brown, 1996). The "Borscht Bdlt," as the areais
known, iswhere mainly metropolitan Jews fled New York and New Jersey for
a summer retreat (Brown, 1996). On the other side of the coin, it was a place
where young, often Jewish, college students went to work in order to earn
their way through school. A number of well-known and large hotels, bunga-
low colonies, and camps grew up during the 1940s, and the largely Jewish
resort area flourished until about the 1970s. Brown (1996, p. 84) writes from
the perspective of an observer who grew up in the Catskill culture and from
the orientation of first-person deep familiarity:

| grew upinafamily of "mountain rats," a Caskill term for thosewho lived and
worked in "the Mountains' over many years. My parents began in 1948 as own-
ers of agmdl hotel, Brown's Hotd Royd, on White Lake ... In 1948 the chef
quit a the sart of the season. Unable to find a replacement, my mother, Sylvia
Brown, gave hersdf a crash course in cooking and never |eft the kitchen again.
After our hotd went broke two years laer, she spent the rest of her working
yearsasadd.

Maintaining the facade of neutrality prevents a researcher from ever
examining his or her own cultural assumptions (Rubin & Rubin, 1995) or per-
sonal experiences. Subjective disclosures by researchers alows the reader to
better understand why a research area has been sedlected, how it was
studied, and by whom. If a nurse studies cancer patients, and explains that
his or her selection of thistopic resulted after afamily member contracted the
disease, this does not diminish the quality of the research. It does, however,
offer a keener insight about who is doing the research, and why. It may even
provide the reader with greater understanding about why certain types of
guestions were investigated, while others were not.

Similarly, when aresearcher revedl s that he or shewas tempted to, or did,
intervene in the lives of his or her subjects, the reader gets a different image of
both the researcher and the research. It islikely that anyone who has ever under-
taken drug research among children, at the very least, has been tempted to try
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to convince some child that using heroin or crack cocaineis ot a good thing to
do. Fromadtrictly positivist value neutral position, of course, one cannot do this.
Thisactivity isthework of socia workers and not socid scientists. From a ofter,
more humane perspective, however, it seems a reasonable activity along with
the fieldwork. Having the researcher reved that he or she did try to intervene,
or even the inner battle the researcher may have had resisting intervening are
important pieces of information. This information alows the reader to better
understand the true face of both the researcher and the study results.

Finally, presenting subjective disclosures, or giving voice to the
researcher, provides insightsinto the world of research for the reader. Rather
than merely heaping results, findings, and even analysis upon the reader, the
researcher can share a small portion of the research experience.

Subjective Mativational Factors. Frequently, qualitative studies report in
considerable detail the autobiographical motivations that led investigators to
conduct their research as they did. These sorts of "true confessions," as
Schwartz and Jacobs (1979) call them, are apparently designed to describe the
initial biases, values, and theoretical orientations that eventually produced
the project. As Johnson (1975) suggests, some researchers may have been
motivated or inspired to conduct research in the hopes that such a project
would offer positive steps toward realizing some abstract ideal (for example,
advancing scientific knowledge, alleviating human misery, resolving some
gpecific socid problem, and so on).

External Motivating Factors.  Conversdy, Punch (1986, p. 210) suggests that
the gamut of possible personal motivational factors that |eads investigators to
conduct research of one type or another may not result from high idedls at all.
A number of features—not articulated in the researcher's confessons—may
have been criticdly influentia in the decision to study a given phenomenon or
to do so in a particular manner. Certainly the personality of the researcher may
have an effect. Not dl investigators are willing to associate with certain types
of deviants or enter into some specialized natural settings (for example, inves-
tigating inmatesin correctional institutions or drug addictsin the South Bronx).

Another simple factor, seldom discussed in detail yet perhaps responsi-
ble for much research, is geographic proximity and access opportunities. The
Adlers (Adler, 1985), for example, indirectly explain that their study on drug
dealers and smugglers arose amost serendipitously. After moving to Cdifor-
niato attend graduate school and renting a condominium townhouse on the
beach, they met a neighbor identified as Dave. Later, the Adlers learned that
Dave was a member of a smuggling crew that imported "a ton of marijuana
weekly and 40 kilos of cocaine every few months" (Adler, 1985, p. 14). The
friendship that developed between Dave and the Adlers provided access to
the world of high-level drug dealers and smugglers.
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In asimilar manner, Peshkin (1986) reports that he began his study of a
fundamentalist Christian school largely as a matter of circumstance. As
Peshkin (1986, p. 11) describesit:

By means of an event which my Chridtian friends would cdl providentia, and
evayonedse| know would cdl coincidentd, | cameto my present study. The
event: a midwinter blizzard, an evening dass, and a student in need of aride
home. The student was the Reverend David Househol der, whose son attended
alocd Chridian sthodl and who assured me, when | expressed a fascination
with religious schoals, that he would help in every way he could to arrange for
meto sudy his son's schoal.

Certainly, there is something romantic and exciting about the image of
an ethnographer spending time with potentially dangerous people in inter-
esting, abeit grimy, bars, gambling houses, various hidden erotic worlds (see,
for example, Ferrell & Hamm, 1998; Lee, 1995; Tewksbury, 1995). Ethnogra-
phy can be, as Lofland and Lofland (1984) describe it, an "adventure.”" Y, it
is also rigorous, time-consuming, and often boring, tedious work.

Many researchers study certain settings ssmply because of their conve-
nience or specia ease of accessihility. Later, they endeavor to justify their
choice on the basis of some grand ideal or spurious theoretica grounds
(Punch, 1986). Y& what these researchers apparently fail to recognize is that
everyday redlities are heavily influenced by human feelings, and presentation
of these fedlings is legitimate!

The omission of the ethnographers' fedings for and about their research
inevitably crestes what Johnson (1975, p. 145) describes as "the fieldworker as
an iron-willed, steel-nerved, cunning Machiavellian manipulator of the sym-
bolic tools of everyday discourse.” Including some indication of why
researchers have undertaken a particular project along with the methodol ogi-
cal procedure provides a means for making the research come alive, to become
interesting to the reading audience. When research is interesting, as Lofland
and Lofland (1984, p. 127) indicate, it is not only instrumental but may be
expressively aesthetic. In consequence, researchers may produce what Stinch-
combe (1975, p. 32) expresses as "the experience [of] athrill at abeautiful idea.”

Unfortunately, in their attempt to objectify their research efforts, many
investigators ignore, omit, or conced their fedings since such emotions are
not typically considered capable of independent verification by others. Ye it
is important to remember that overrationalized, highly objectified, nearly
sterile methodological accounts of fieldwork efforts are not complete descrip-
tions of the research enterprise. Mentions of researchers' personal fedlings are
not wholly absent from the research literature, but they are relatively rare and
are frequently made anecdotally rather than with a substantive purpose in
mind (Johnson, 1975).
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Gaining Entry

Accounts of how ethnographers gained entry to research settings vary from
situation to situation. Researchers need to remain flexible concerning entry
tactics and strategies (Sheffir et al, 1980), yet they also need to plan these
strategies and tactics in advance—in short, to be prepared!

Ethnographers can borrow Schatzman and Strauss's (1973) general rec-
ommendationto fieldworkersto use acasing and approaching style. In addition
to considering the suitahility of the chosen setting and its appropriateness for
the study's research goals, ethnographers must consider their strategies for and
their fedings about operating in that setting. This aspect of the process includes
determining how much they already know about the people in the setting and
how much more they will need to learn in order to operate effectively. Johnson
(1975) and Lincoln and Guba (1985) similarly stress paying specia attention to
preparations before entering the research setting.

K nowledge about the people being studied and familiarity with their rou-
tines and rituals facilitate entry as well as rapport once entry has been gained.
For example, Philips (1972, 1975) investigated the cultural organization of
socia relationships in classrooms and homes on the Warm Springs Indian
Reservation in central Oregon. Eventualy, Philips found that differences did
exist between behaviors of Native American and non-Native American adults.
These behavioral differences were found to depend largely on the setting—the
home (a private setting) or the classroom (a public setting). However, in order
to appreciate what this meant, Philips had to learn about the Warm Springs
Native American culture.

As astarting point, then, it is wise to begin in the library and to locate
as much information about a group as possible before attempting to gain
entry. Even when little literature exists on a specific topic, there is often con-
siderable literature on a related one. For example, in a study of volunteer
police officers (a nonethnographic study), Berg and Doerner (1987) learned
that little empirical research has been conducted directly on this group. Ye
volumes have been written on the police per se and on voluntarism. They
also found considerable research undertaken among similar types of volun-
teer organizations (for example, volunteer firemen and ambulance drivers).
Reviewing these areas of the literature would provide sufficient indirect
knowledge about volunteer police to get started locating informants and
guides in the setting.

Developing Research Bargains. Gaining entry into various settings aso is
affected by the kinds of arrangements or bargains made between researchers
and subjects. Many researchers' accounts about how they gained entry to
their research settings i nclude descriptions of negotiating access with a highly
visible and respected individual who held a position of rank, authority, or
respect among othersin the group (Calhoun, 1992, Guy et a., 1987, Haas &
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Sheffir, 1978; Leinen, 1993; Whyte, 1955). During recent years, there has aso
been an increased interest by researchersto create research teamsthat include,
as members, insiders from the group or groups to be studied (see, for exam-
ple, Jones, 1995; Tewksbury, 1997).

Gatekeepers. Gatekeepers can be critica in terms of accessing a research set-
ting or reaching research subjects. These gatekeepers may be forma or infor-
mal watchdogs who protect the setting, people, or institutions sought as a tar-
get for research. Often these individuals hold pivotal positions in the hierarchy
of the group or institution sought for study—although they may not be high up
the hierarchical rankings. For example, secretaries are typicaly key gatekeep-
ersininstitutions. They can make a researcher's life easy or very difficult. Ye,
the socid status of a secretary in theinstitution is likely not as high as the indi-
vidual for whom he or she works. Gaining access may require some sort of
mediation with these individuals, and research bargains may necessarily be
struck. Once a gatekeeper sees the research favorably, he or she may be willing
to go to bat for the researcher, should obstacles arise during the course of the
study. Conversdly, if the gatekeeper disapproves of the project, or is in some
manner bypassed, he or she may become an unmovable obstacle.

When explaining your research project or procedures to gatekeepers, you
must be cautious. Experienced researchers usually will recommend being hon-
ed, but not too detailed in any explanation offered (see, for example, Taylor &
Bogdan, 1998). Sometimes, if people fed you are going to be observing people
or settings too cdosdy, they become overly protective and sensitive. A general
description of the research purpose will usualy sufficer Human nature being
what it is, frequently, gatekeepers are mainly seeking acknowledgment from the
researcher that they hold the keysto the setting. It is generally agood idea, how-
ever, to think about what possible objections a gatekeeper might have to your
conducting the research, and to have alternative responses to possible problems.

In order to assure that al information collected during the study will be
held strictly private and confidential, it is advisable to offer a brief description
of the precautions planned to assure confidentiality.

Guides and Informants. Oneway to handle initial relationships is to locate
guidesand informants. Guides areindigenous personsfound among thegroup
and in the setting to be studied. These persons must be convinced that the
ethnographers are who they claim to be and that the study isworthwhile. The
worth of the study must be understood and be meaningful to the guides and
their group. Similarly, these guides must be convinced that no harm will
befdl them or other members of the group as a result of the ethnographers
Presence. The reason for these assurances, of course, is so the guide can reas-
sure others in the group that the ethnographers are safe to have around.
Horowitz (1983, p. 6), who describes herself asa " Jewish, educated, small,
i farly dark woman," obviously needed a guide when she studied a Chicano
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neighborhood. She describes her initial encounter with the Lions (a Chicano
gang) and the fortuitous identification of a guide (Horowitz, 1983, p. 7):

| choseto St on abenchin apark where many youths gathered from noon until
midnight. On the third afternoon of sitting on the bench, as| dropped a softhdl
that had rolled toward me, ayoung man came over and said, "You can't catich”
(which 1 acknowledged) and "you're not from the hood [neighborhood], are
you?' Thiswas a gatement, not a question. He was Gilberto, the Lions pres-
dent. When | told him | wanted to write a book on Chicano youth, he said |
should meet the other young men and took me over to shake hands with eight
membersof theLions

Sometimes persons who are willing to be guides or informants turn out
to be restricted in their groups. Perhaps they are resented or disliked by oth-
ersin the group. Consequently, severa guides and the snowballing of guides
and informants may assist ethnographers in their maneuverability while in
thefied. Showballing, in the senseit isbeing used here, refers to using people
whom the original guide(s) introduces to the ethnographer as persons who
can aso vouch for the legitimacy and safety of the researcher.

The larger the ethnographers' network of reliable guides and infor-
mants, the greater their access and ability to gain further cooperation. Even-
tudly, the need for specific guides decreases as subject networks grow in size,
and the ethnographers are able to begin casua acquaintanceships by virtue
of their generally accepted presence on the scene. This will be further dis-
cussed in the next section of this chapter, "Becoming Invisible."

Peshkin (1988, p. 51) describes how he and his research team devel oped
their network of guides for his previously mentioned "Mansfield" study by
building on theinitial guide, Mr. Tate:

| joined him [Mr. Tatd] at church and & the Kiwanis mestings. By attending dl
locd foathl games, other sodid events, and as many community activities as|
thought would wecome me, | meant to become visble and known, and thereoy

to fadlitate my accessto other activitiesand many people | planned to interview.

The preceding guidelines and illustrations suggest some broad consid-
erations and tactics ethnographers may use in order to gain entry to a pecific
setting. Similar accounts of entry may be found throughout the literature on
ethnography and field research. However, some accounts also suggest that
entry is determined by the innate abilities and personalities of the ethnogra-
phers. This attitude is comparable to the notion that only certain innately
gifted people can conduct effective in-depth interviews—and it is likewise
inaccurate (see Chapter 4 for a comprehensive examination of this argument
regarding interviewing). A more accurate description of the effects of persona
may be effects from the type of role and personality an ethnographer projects-
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In other words, just as the characterizations and socid roles played out by the
interviewer afect the quality of the interview performance, so too do these
activities affect the ethnographer's performance.

Naturaly, indigenous ethnographers—persons who aready are mem-
bers of the group to be studied—possess certain strategic advantages, but as
severa nurses who conduct ethnography have suggested, neither their indige-
nous status nor special knowledge about the health care profession made con-
ducting their research any easier (Ostrander, 1993; Peterson, 1985; Quint, 1967).

In some instances, researchers may be able to gain entry more quickly
because of their indigenous status. Unfortunately, this is sometimes mistaken
for an innate ability (Hoffmann, 1980). Certainly, a clumsy ethnographer,
regardless of personal contacts, will produce flawed ethnographies.

BECOMING INVISIBLE

As mentioned previously, one obstacle to conducting ethnographic research
is the very presence of the ethnographer in the field. Early in the history of
field research, Roethlisberger and Dickenson (1939) identified a phenomenon
now commonly called the Hawthor ne effect. Briefly, the Hawthorne effect sug-
gests that when subjects know they are subjects in aresearch study, they will
alter their usual (routine) behavior. Fortunately, this effect is typically short-
lived, and the behavior of subjects eventually returns to a more routine style.
But the persistent presence of ethnographers in a socia setting might cer-
tainly reactivate the Hawthorne effect in varying degrees every time someone
new is introduced to the researchers. Ethnographic accounts, therefore,
understandably offer readers explanations of how the ethnographers' pres-
encewas madeinvisible to the subjects.

Thestatusasaninvisibleresearcher, as Stoddart (1986) describesit, isthe
ability to be present in the setting, to see what's going on without being
observed, and consequently, to capture the essence of the setting and partici-
pants without influencing them. Stoddart® (1986, pp. 109-113) identifies six
possible variations on this theme of invisible status:

1. Disattending: Erosion of visibility by time. When the ethnographers
have been present in a domain for along time, the inhabitants tend not to be
aware of them anymore. The notice inhabitants initially took of them has
eroded or worn of.

2. Disattending: Erosion of visibility by display of no symbolic detachment.
The second variation on the theme differs dightly from the firdt. In thisinstance,
a gpecific condition believed to facilitate ethnographer invisibility is offered—
namely, the assertion that displaying no symbolic detachment from the way's of
the domain promotes normalization of the ethnographers' presence. In short,
ethnographers eventualy just fit into the domain they are studying.
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3. Disattending: Erosion of visibility by display of symbolic attachment. In
contrast to variation 2, in which the ethnographers eventually fit in, the third
variation suggests that researchers should actively work toward invisibility
by displaying attachment to the domain under study. This kind of attachment
typicaly involves participating with ordinary inhabitants in their everyday
routines. By working shoulder to shoulder with inhabitants, it is asserted, the
researchers ethnographer status becomes less of a focd point for members of
the study.

4. Disattending: Erosion of visibility by personalizing the ethnographer-
informant relationship. In thefourth variation, the rel ationship between ethno-
graphers and inhabitants provides the researchers with their invisible status.
Simply stated, the ethnographers become invisible because their informants
suspend concern over the research aspect of their identity in favor of liking
the researcher as a person.

5. Misrepresentation: Masking real research interests. This fifth variation is
based on the premise that the greatest areas of inhabitant reactivity will bein
the areas the ethnographers announce to be their interest. Thus, if the ethnog-
raphers suggest fase areas of interest, the assumption is that their real interest
areas will be performed as though they were not present.

6. Misrepresentation: Masking identity as ethnographer. In the fina varia-
tion suggested by Stoddart (1986), ethnographers do not represent them-
selves to the normal inhabitants as ethnographers: In other words, they con-
duct covert ethnography. Since the normal inhabitants of the domain under
examination are not aware of the ethnographers' real activities in the setting,
the ethnographers are socidly invisible.

Dangers of Invisibility

From the ethnographers' perspective, it may seem ideal to obtain invisible
status, but several ethical—or real—dangers exist. At least three types of dan-
gers are inherent in conducting research invisibly. These include researcher-
originated or intentional misidentification, accidental misidentification, and
learning more than you want to know.

Intentional Misidentification. The first potential danger results when the
ethnographers' intentional attempts to misrepresent their identity as
researchers successfully isolate the subjects of a study. As Thomas's (Thomas
& Swaine, 1928) frequently quoted statement expresses, "If men define situa
tions as real, they are real to them in their consequences.” In other words,
when researchers misrepresent themselves and become invisible to normal
inhabitants in a study domain, their assumed role as something else may be
taken for real! For example, Rosenhan (1973), in a study of psychiatric hospi-
tals, describes how he and several research associates became psychiatric
patients (actually pseudopatients) by acting out various schizophrenic symp-
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i toms during intake assessments. By misrepresenting their role as researchers,

Rosenhan and his associates managed to have themselves committed.

From the assumed identity of psychiatric patient, Rosenhan and his asso-
ciates were able to observe and record the behavior of the hospital g&ff (nurses,
aides, psychiatrists, and so on). After being admitted, all of the researchers dis-
continued their simulation of symptoms, but each had difficulty convincing
doctors that they were not crazy! The length of stay inthe hospitals ranged from
5 daysto 52 days, with an average stay of 19 days. Everttualy, each researcher
was released with the discharge diagnosis of schizophreniain remission.

Rosenhan's original purpose of demonstrating the effects of labeling in
psychiatric facilities was accomplished, but this study further illustrates

- another point—the dangers for researchers of misidentifying themselves as

other than ethnographers.

" Accidental Misidentification. In contrast to intentional misidentification as

researchers, ethnographers who gain invisible status may be found guilty by

- association. Persons outside the immediate domain under investigation may
" not know who the ethnographers are and simply assume they belong to the
. group. Although this may allow accurate assessment of many socia interac-

tions among the various participants, it is also potentially dangerous.

Particularly when investigating certain so-caled deviant groups (for
example, violent youth gangs, drug dealers or smugglers, car thieves) evenif the
ethnographers are socidly invisible (as researchers) to members of this group,
they may be taken as actual group members by others outside this group.

If, for example, ethnographers studying some youth gang were treated
as invisible by members of this group, these interactions could be misinter-
preted by members of arival youth gang. As aresult, the ethnographers' per-
sonal safety could be jeopardized in the event of a violent confrontation
between the gangs. If the ethnographers are with one gang, they may be
guilty of membership through association in the eyes of the rival gang.

Learning More Than You Want to Know. Anocther danger of researcher
invisibility islearning more than you might want to know. During the course of
an ethnographic study on adolescent involvement in alcohol, drugs, and crime
(Berg et d., 1983), fidd ethnographers found that their presence was often invis-
ible. It was common for the ethnographers to be present, for example, during
criminal planning sessions. Often, the ethnographers had information concern-
ing planned burglaries, drug deals, shoplifting sprees, car thefts, and fights sev-
eral daysbefore the event. In the case of this particular study, possession of this
knowledge presented more of an ethical problem than a lega one, since the
study group also possessed a Federal Certificate of Confidentidlity.

Federal Certificates of Confidentiality ensure that al employees of a
research study and all research documents are protected from subpoena in

& civil or criminal court actions. The certificate also specifies that the
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researchers cannot divulge confidential material. Thus, the fidd ethnogra-
phers could not divulge their knowledge of impending crimes without vio-
lating this agreement. Nonetheless, it was sometimes difficult for the fidd
ethnographers to maintain their personal sense of integrity knowing in
advance that certain crimes would occur and knowing aso they could do
nothing to stop them. One partial solution to the ethical/moral dilemma was
an agreement among al of the study participants concerning special circum-
stances. Under certain special circumstances—that is, if information were
obtained that convinced the ethnographers that someone's life or limb could
be saved (for example, if a contract were placed on someone's life, or if plans
were made to break someone's arm or leg)—appropriate authorities would
be notified.

The question of divulging information onillegal activities uncovered dur-
ing the course of ethnographic research is an ethical and legad problem
researchers must decide for themselves. Polsky (1969, pp. 133-134) succinctly
stetes:

If one is effectivdy to study adult criminals in their natural settings, he must
make the moral decision that in some ways he will break the law himsdf. He
need not be a "participant observer,” and commit the criminal acts under study,
yet he has to witness such acts or be taken into confidence about them and not
blow the whistle. That is, the investigator has to decide that when necessary he
will "obstruct justice” or have "guilty knowledge" or be an "accessory" before
or dfter the fact, in the full legal sense of those terms.

Taking the other side of this ethical/legal question, Yablonsky (1965)
suggests that researchers should not conduct participant observation among
criminaly deviant persons. Y ablonsky says that offering such a research focus
serves to judtify and reinforce the criminality of these deviants.

A New Problem in Data Protection:
The Case of Mario Brajuha

With the case of Mario Brgjuha, new concerns about the ability of researchers
to protect themselves, their notes, and their subjects arose. Brguha had
worked for many years as a waiter in various restaurants throughout New
York. His personal knowledge and experiences led him to begin to conduct a
systematic investigation of the restaurant business as part of his Ph.D. stud-
iesin sociology (see Brguha & Hallowell, 1986).

Whileworking as awaiter in aLong Idand restaurant, Brgjuha began to
systematically gather data for his dissertation. Then, in March 1983, a suspi-
cious fire that caused extensive damage to the restaurant-research site altered
things entirely. Fire marshals and police detectives had learned that Brguha
was conducting research and had been keeping notes. Suspecting arson, and
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believing that Bragjuha's notes might contain information leading to the arson-
i, detectives approached him and requested that he show them his notes.
Brgjuha was opposed to showing anybody his research notes and refused. As
Brguha and Hallowell (1986, p. 456) explain it, "This was not just an abstract
commitment to lofty ideals but a concrete fedling about himself and his infor-
mants well-being." Brguha believed that if a socia scientist specificaly
promises not to reveal information about his subjects, he ssimply cannot do so.

Ultimately, after two years of court battles to resist revealing his fidd
notes, the case reached the bench of federal judge Jack Weinstein in 1984. The
judge not only quashed the subpoena ordering Brguha to deliver his notes
but stated that "serious scholars are entitled to no less protection than jour-
nalists’ (Brguha & Hallowell, 1986, p. 461). Unfortunately, this decision was
subsequently reversed by the U.S. Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, in
December 1984. Although the court did not entirely accept the argument that
Bragjuhas notes were protected under his scholarly status as a researcher, nor
did it entirely rgect his assertion for aneed to protect subjects. As Brgjuha and
Hallowell (1986, p. 461) explain: "In their view, Mario could not declare his
field notes as protected by themselves but only parts of the notes that
involved confidentiality or privacy claims. Thiswas so because it was not the
notes per se that were protected, but the relationships represented by the
privileged data."

Findly, the U.S. Attorney's office agreed to accept notes edited to
remove dl claimed confidential material as evidence of Brgjuhas fulfilling his
subpoena. The precise ramifications from the Brguha case remain to be
worked out during future litigation involving other scholars, but his effort
made large strides toward assuring researchers some protection against gov-
ernment intrusions into the confidentiality of their research.

Regardless of the ethical/legal resolutions determined by particular
ethnographers, personal safety in the field must be considered. Being visible
may provide certain elements of personal sfety, albeit at the expense of non-
reacting. Idedlly, ethnographers must balance moral conscience, the law, and
the amount of invisibility they want to achieve in the field.

OTHER DANGERS DURING
ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH

Most novice researchers do an effective job of protecting the rights and safety
of their subjects. Less common among inexperienced researchers, however,
are serious concerns during the design stage of research about the investiga-
tor's own personal safety. Some research, especialy ethnographic research,
rnay be in dangerous places or among dangerous people (Williams et d.,
1992). Howell (1990), for example, discusses a number of crimesoneis apt to

¢ encounter in the fied (e.g., robbery, theft, rape, assault). Field investigators
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have encountered illness, personal injury, and even death during the course
of ethnographic research.

Interestingly, the potential for personal or emotional harm to subjectsis
extensively covered in virtually al research methods books. The problem of
personal or emational harm to researchers, however, is seldom discussed
(Sluka, 1990; Williams et a., 1992). Some basic elements about caution when
conducting research in general and ethnographic research in particular can be
found—indirectly—in the broad methodological literature on ethnography
(Adler, 1985; Adler & Adler, 1987; Broadhead & Fox, 1990; Fetterman, 1989,
Johnson, 1990; Rose, 1990).

Yet, contemporary ethnographers often work in settings made dangerous
by violent conflict, or with socia groups among whom interpersona violence
iscommonplace. AsLee (1995, p. 1) suggests, "In many cases, it isthe violence
itsdf, or the social conditions and circumstances that produce it, that actively
compe attention from the socid scientist. Understanding that there are poten-
tial dangers and risks to the ethnographer, therefore, is an important lesson.
Knowing about these risks allows the novice researcher to determine how best
to deal with them, what precautionsto take, and perhaps how to avoid them.

It is possible to identify at least two distinct forms of danger that may
arise during the course of ethnographic research. These include: ambient and
situational risks. Similar distinctions have been offered by Lee (1995), Brewer
(1993), and Suka (1990).

Ambient dangers arise when a researcher exposes himself or hersdlf to
otherwise avoidable dangers, simply by having to be in a dangerous setting
or circumstance to carry out the research. Nurses who conduct research in
infectious disease wards, for example, place themselves in ambient danger.

Situational danger occurs when the researcher's presence or behaviors
in the setting trigger conflict, violence, or hostility from others in the setting.
For instance, an ethnographer researching tavern life, who engages in acohol
consumption as a means of gaining greater acceptance by regular partici-
pants, may aso evoke trouble among the regular drinkers.

Often, the safety precautions you must take in research amount to little
more than good common sense. For instance, you should never enter the fidd
without telling someone where you will be and when you expect to leave the
fidd. You must learn to be aware of your environment. What's going on
around you? Isit nighttime and dark out? Isit nighttime but well lighted? Are
there other people around? Being aware of your environment also means
knowing your location and the locations where help can be obtained quickly
(e.g., locations of telephones, police stations, personal friends, etc.).

It is important for the researcher's safety to know insiders who are
ready to vouch for him or her. Often a quick word from an established insider
will reassure othersin a group of the researcher's sincerity or purposes.

Additionally, there are places one should avoid if possible. For example
often | send my classes out to shopping malls to practice their observational
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skills. The single proviso | admonish students with is: Do not conduct obser-
vations in the public bathrooms! | do this not merely because public bath-
rooms are designed as places for private activities (although one could argue
that ethical case). | do thisbecause public bathrooms are potentialy very dan-
gerous places for researchers. Usuadly, they are unmonitored and secluded
from the view of others. They are sometimes frequented by thieves trying to
dedl stolen property or drug dealerstrying to sell their wares. In other words,
public bathrooms may draw a variety of undesirable and dangerous people.
If you are conducting actual research on activities in public bathrooms, of
course, they cannot be avoided. However, in such a situation, you are likdy
to take proper safety precautions. For the casua practice of observetiond
skills, however, bathrooms are simply too risky a setting.

It is aso important to note that while potential risks to researchers
clearly exist, only a very small proportion of researchers has ever actudly
been serioudly injured or killed as a direct result of research (Williams et d.,
1992). Perhaps one reason for this low injury rate is that experienced
researchers do recognize the potential dangers and develop plans and proce-
dures to reduce or avoid the risks involved.

WATCHING, LISTENING, AND LEARNING

Much ethnographic research involves entering the setting of some group axd
smply watching and listening attentively. Because it would be virtudly
impossible to observe everything or hear dl that is going on at one time,
ethnographers must watch and listen only to certain portions of what hegp-
pens. One solution to this problem is to determine exactly what the
researchers want to learn about at various points in the research.

Once the ethnographers have determined their essential aims, it should
be possible to partition df the setting. This may be accomplished by bracketing
certain subgroups of inhabitants of the domain and observing them during
spedific times, in certain locations, and during the course of particular events
and/or routines. Frequently, a given partitioning snowballs into other rdevant
locations, subgroups, and activities. For example, during an ethnographic
study of adolescents' involvement in alcohal, drugs, and crime (Carpenter et
al., 1988), acentral focuswas how adolescents structured their leisuretime. Tre
ethnographers spatialy began by spending time with adolescents during ther
free periodsinlocal junior and senior high schools. Temporally, this meant dur-
ing the time before classes in the morning (approximately one hour), during
their lunch periods (approximately two hours), and after school was digmissed
(approximately one hour).

In addition to learning how the observed youths structured their lesure
time during these free-time periods on and around school campuses, the ehno-
graphers began to learn where, when, and how youths spent their time outdde
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of school. New spatial partitioning began to emerge and snowball. In addition
to continuing their observations of the youths at and around school campuses,
the ethnographers followed various subgroups of youths in other areas of the
community and during various activities (both routine and specia ones).

By the conclusion of 18 months of ethnography, the fieldworkers had
observed youths in parks, skating rinks, people's homes, school dances, video
arcades, bars, movie theaters, loca forests, and an assortment of other locaes.

Verenne (1988) similarly writes about how youths formed cliques and
made use of various spaces throughout their high school and community.
Describing the availability of spaces throughout the high school, Verenne
(1988, p. 216) says:

The adults gave the students a complex building which, surprisingly for amod-
ern construction, offered various types of spaces that various groups could call
their own. For example, there were many tables in the cafeteria, there were
nearly a dozen smal and only intermittently occupied offices in the library,
there were the guidance office and the nurses' office. There were bathrooms, iso-
lated stairway landings, the backstage area in the auditorium. There were hid-
den spots on the grounds—behind bushes, in a drainage ditch.

Regarding some of the times and ways students used various spaces, Verenne
(1988, p. 216) explains:

During the times when they were not required to be in class, the students thus
continually had to make decisions about where to go or where to sit. By ordi-
nary right they could be in only three places: the "commons" [the cafeteria was
so designated when not in use for lunch], the library, or a study hall. By extra-
ordinary right, most often by virtue of membership in some special "club," stu-
dents could be found in the private offices in the back of the library, in the coor-
dinator's office, in the room where the audiovisual equipment was kept.... By
self-proclaimed right, students might also be found in the bathrooms for very
long periods of time not solely dedicated to the satisfaction of biological func-
tions, or on the stairway landing from which the roof could be reached.

As indicated by the above illustrations, often subjects group themselves in
meaningful ways, which allows the ethnographer to observe them more sys-
tematically.

In some instances, the researchers can partition or restrict certain places
where they watch and listen and increase observational capabilities through
filming or videotaping the area. This style of observation has grown increasingly
popular in educational settings. For example, in a study by Hart and Sheehan
(1986), sociad and cognitive development among children during preschool
years was investigated in relationship to play activities. To accomplish their
study, Hart and Sheehan (1986, p. 671) restricted the use of the playground to
two groups of preschoolers and videotaped the children at play:
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For seven weeks from the beginning of the preschool year in the fdl before the
observations began, children from each of the two groups had equal access to
both sides of the playground during their 30-minute outdoor play period each
day. During the observational period, barricades were placed in the access
routes between the two playgrounds and children from each separate class . ..
were asked to stay on an assigned side.

Videotaped observations then took place over a four-week period on
fair weather days while preschool activities were conducted as usual. In gen-
eral, the use and versatility of videotaping during research have increased
enormously as the costs of doing so have continued to fall. Other uses of
videotape in research are discussed in Chapter 8.

How to Learn: What to Watch and Listen For

When inexperienced ethnographers enter the fied for the first time, they are
impressed by the sheer number of activities and interactions going on in the
setting. Theinitial activities of ethnographers frequently involve getting accli-
mated to the setting. This involves four general aspects:

1. Taking in the physical setting

2. Developing relationships with inhabitants (locating potential guides
and informants)

3. Tracking, observing, eavesdropping, and asking questions

4. Locating subgroups and stars (central characters in various subgroups)

Taking in the Physical Setting. During the first few days, ethnographers
usually wander around the general location they plan to use asthe setting. As
they walk around the area, they should begin to map the setting carefully.
This may mean literally drawing an accurate facsmile of the various physi-
cd locales in the setting (that is, the streets, the buildings, the specific rooms
where inhabitants pass their time, and so on). It may mean writing detailed
field notes (to be discussed later) that describe the setting. Or it may mean
some combination of both mapping and detailing in field notes.

Severa purposes are served by thisinitial task of taking in the physical
setting. First, while mapping out the spatial elements of the setting, re-
searchers can begin to think about how to cover these areas in the most €ffi-
cient and effective manner (for example, the number of hours required,
which days or which hours during the day or night are best, and so forth).

Second, wandering around the area alows the ethnographers to begin
getting acquainted with inhabitants and vice versa. Frequently, asmile or greet-
ing during this initial phase will pay back tenfold later during the research.

Third, often merely by walking around and watching and listening,
important firsd impressions are drawn. The fird impressions may not be
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entirely accurate, but they will become points of referencelater astheresearchers

become more familiar and knowledgeable about the setting and its inhabitants
(Guy et dl., 1987).

Developing Relationships with Inhabitants. During the initial phase of
research in the field, researchers typically rely heavily onguides. Guides may
have been located before the research through friends, acquaintances, or col-
leagues who knew someone among the group the researchers planned on
studying. Alternatively, in the event that no guides can be identified before
entering the field, one or more guides simply must be located during the
early period following entry (Peshkin, 1936).

Concerning this latter form of locating guides, researchers may find that
having smiled and greeted several inhabitants while taking in the setting
actually becomes an essential means of beginning relationships. Although it
is more difficult than simply walking up and introducing onesdf, ethnogra-
phers are better advised to assume a more passive role until some relation-
ships have been established.

The amount of receptivity shown by inhabitants varies (Adler & Adler,
1996; Argyris, 1952; Bogdan & Taylor, 1975; Taylor & Bogdan, 1998). Fre-
quently, inhabitants will respond to the ethnographer's greeting gestures
with an inquiry about what the researchers are doing or who they are. This
provides an opportunity for the researchers to explain their presence and
strike an arrangement, perhaps, with the inquiring individual (s).

Researchers should remember that when they explain their presence in
the field to locals, it is not a good idea to elaborate on technical details of the
study. Generdly, inhabitants are only interested in hearing a cursory answer to
the questions, What are you doing here? and Who are you? A brief response
typicaly will suffice It is important, however, to answer any questions these
inhabitants may ask about the project as clearly and truthfully as possible.

Another important point to impress upon locasisthat all information col-
lected during the research study will be held in gtrict confidence. Smilarly, it is
critical to impress on potential guides that the researchers are who they clam to
be. This may be smply accomplished by carrying a letter of introduction and
photographic identification or it may require a more extensive process of hav-
ing the potential guides check you out through either offidd channels (caling
the sponsoring ingtitution) or, in some situations, the guides' own channels!

Finally, researchers should assure potential guides that their extensive
knowledge of the people and domain will make them extremely valuable to
the study. Certainly, researchers should be cautious not to become overtly
insincere in their flattery. But, in truth, guides do possess certain expert
knowledge and are virtually invaluable to the ethnographers for helping

them gain access.
Having established a rapport with one or more guides, ethnographers
can begin snowballing additional relationships with other inhabitants. The
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most direct way to accomplish this is to gain permission from the guides to
spend some time hanging around the setting with them. As others begin to
pass time in proximity, the ethnographers can ask questions of their guides
about these others and may possibly obtain an introduction—including hav-
ing the guides reassure newcomers of the legitimacy of the ethnographers.

Tracking, Observing, Eavesdropping, and Asking Questions. Having
established relationships with several guides and inhabitants, ethnographers
are free to begin redly learning what goes on among the inhabitants of their
study domain. This is done by tracking, observing, eavesdropping, and ask-
ing questions.

Tracking literally means following the guides around during their usual
daily routines and watching their activities and the other people they interact
with. As researchers follow and observe, they can also eavesdrop on conver-
sations. Although social norms typically prohibit eavesdropping, such a pro-
scription is untenable when conducting ethnography. Bogdan (1972) simi-
larly suggests that although eavesdropping is necessary, it is also sometimes
difficult to accomplish for people who have been reared in a noneavesdrop-
ping society. Nonetheless, researchers often learn a great deal about a phe-
nomenon or an event simply by overhearing several people discussing it.

On some occasions, during the process of eavesdropping, researchers
hear terms or learn about situations that may be important but that fal upon
deef ears. In other words, the ethnographers do not understand the signifi-
cance of what they hear. On these occasions, ethnographers must ask ques-
tions, but, again, they should consider taking a passive role during such
informal questioning. Perhapsjotting a cryptic note to ask the guide at a later
time would serve better than interrupting the ongoing action with a question.
Or perhaps arranging another meeting with some participant in the conver-
sation (other than the guide) would offer a more fruitful approach. Decisions
about how to pursue information will vary from situation to situation.

Locating Subgroups and Stars.  During the course of tracking and observ-
ing, ethnographers are able to identify certain inhabitants who tend to spend
more time with one another than with others. These subgroupings may or
rnay not represent formal groups but certainly suggest a kind of socia net-
working. Among these social networks, researchers can sociometrically iden-
tify individuals who appear to be more or less the central figures in a given
network of inhabitants. Such central figures may be referred to as stars.
Although ethnographers may not always need to establish a guide-type rela
tionship with a gtar, it is sometimes necessary to obtain his or her goodwill.
In a manner similar to what Bogdan and Taylor (1975, pp. 30-33)
describe as accessing gatekeepers, developing a relationship with a star may
be a critical element in an ethnographic project. Even when ethnographers

. locate a guide and gain access to the basic setting, a star may hold the key to
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deeper penetration into the lives and perceptions of inhabitants of that set-
ting. Sometimes a single gesture or word from a star will open more doors
than weeks and weeks of attempts to gain access to these portals. Con-
versdly, that same single gesture can slam doors that took months for the
ethnographer to get opened. Whenever possible, it is advisable to find and
gain the confidence of a star as soon as possible &fter entering the field.

Fidd Notes

The central component of ethnographic research is the ethnographic account.
Providing such narrative accounts of what goes on in the lives of study subjects
derives from having maintained complete, accurate, and detailed field notes.
From the approach endorsed here, fidd notes should be completed immedi-
ately following every excursion into the field, as well as following any chance
meeting with inhabitants outside the boundaries of the study setting (for exam-
ple, at the supermarket, in a doctor's office, at a traffic light, and so on).

There are many variations about how to take fidd notes. Some
researchers wait until they have left the fiedld and then immediately write
complete records (Bogdan, 1972). Others take abbreviated notes covertly
while in the fidd, and later translate them into complete field notes (see Fes-
tinger et al., 1956). Burgess (1991, p. 192) suggests that "note-taking is a per-
sonal activity that depends upon the research context, the objectives of the
research, and the relationship with informants.” Burgess (1991) also suggests
that there are some general rules for note-taking. Among these rules are rec-
ommendations for establishing a regular time and place for writing up one's
notes (including the date, time, and location of the observations) and dupli-
cating notes for safety reasons.

Carol Bailey (1996, pp. 80-81) claims that field notes initially consist of
mental notes, collected whileinteracting in the research setting. These arethen
transformed into jotted notes, or brief reminder notes actually written down,
and used later to jog the researcher's memory when he or she writes more
complete field notes.

There are various ways to keep field notes. For example, some ethnog-
raphers carry tape recorders and periodically enter their own notes or record
various conversations they witness. Other researchers carry dips of paper or
index cards and simply jot notes and verbatim quotes periodically through-
out the fidd excursion. Once out of the field, the researchers can use these
notes and sketches to write full accounts. Given the advances in computers
and computer software (as well as the radical cost reduction in highly sensi-
tive and powerful personal computers), many modern-day ethnographers
store their field notes on computer disks. In addition to the advantage of com-
pact storage, word processing and utility programs alow ethnographers to
move rapidly from one location in the notes to another to reconstruct
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sequences of events over time by copying and editing out extraneous ele-
ments, and to produce copies of portions of full notes at the press of abutton.

Regardless of these note-style variations (as well as others), it isimpor-
tant to remember that field notes represent an attempt to record everything
about an observation period in the field. Particularly concerning conversa
tions, it is crucia that note reproduction be as close to verbatim as possible.
Sometimes jotting down a key word or phrase will assist ethnographers later
when they attempt to reproduce conversations. Field notes should aso
include details of the physical appearance of inhabitants: their clothes, hair
styles and hair color, age, ethnic background, and so on.

Several additional elements to include in field notes are the time and
duration of the field excursion and a consistent alteration of names and
places. Concerning the former, in addition to indicating the time researchers
enter and exit the fidd, it isimportant to make note of the time at which con-
versations, events, or activities occurred throughout the fidd session. These
tempora sequencing marks allow ethnographers to recreate more systemati-
cdly the fidd session. With regard to the latter issue of altering the names of
people and places, the point is to protect the identities of inhabitants. Toward
this end, it is advisable for ethnographers to maintain a continuous list of
pseudonyms assigned to every person and location recorded in their fidd
notes. This will assist both confidentiality and systematic retrieval of data
during later analysis phases of the research.

Finally, even the opinions, preconceived notions, and general fedings
about certain observed situations are also legitimate entries in field notes.
However, these ethnographer-originated entries should always be bracketed
and identified so that they are not mistaken as actual observations or percep-
tions the inhabitants themselves made.

Eroson of Memory. Individuals vary in the extent and degree of accuracy
with which they can remember—in detail—events and conversations wit-
nessed during a fidd excursion. Through repetition, concentration, and sin-
cere effort, the researchers ability to retain even minute elements, such as
facid grimaces, tongue clicks, and even belt-buckle ornaments, begins to
increase greatly. In addition, carefully concentrating on remembering ele-
ments of observed situations assists ethnographers in maintaining their role
asresearchers.

Clues and Strategies for Recalling Data.  Although precise reproduction of
every nuance of behavior, conversation, and event during a field excursion is
impossible, highly accurate, detailed field notes can be produced. Novice
ethnographers are frequently quite amazed to learn just how much materia

they can recall (over a short period of time) even without any specific training.
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According to Bogdan and Taylor (1975), many fidd observers use the anal-
ogy of a switch to describe their procedure for remembering people, conversa:
tions, and details of a setting. These individuals suggest that they can literally
turn on and turn df the intense concentration necessary for good-quality recdl.

Of course, as they gain experience, ethnographers tend to develop their
own cryptic note-taking styles for use in the field. Nonetheless, several gen-
eral suggestions can be offered to novice ethnographers to facilitate their rec-
ollection of events that occur during a field session. Some suggestions have
been implied or mentioned previously in this chapter, but will be summa-
rized here for the sake of convenience.

1. Record key words and key phrases while in the field. It would beill-advised
to try to stop the participants in a conversation and attempt to write down
their every word. It would also be distracting to pull out a tape recorder and
place it between the participants in a natural conversation. On the other
hand, it may be possible during the course of their conversation to abstract
certain key terms or sentences and jot these down. Whether researchers
write these phrases on a napkin, an index card, or a scrap of brown paper
bag is unimportant. What is important is that these phrases are taken down.
It is also advisable to indicate the time the conversation occurred. Interest-
ingly, later, in the privacy of their offices ethnographers can usually recon-
struct almost the entire conversation simply by rereading these cryptic key
terms and sentences. Researchers typically will have a certain amount of
memory erosion, but because of the memory-triggering effects of the key
words and phrases, this erosion should be lessened.

2. Make notes about the sequence of events. From one perspective, activities
occurring during a fidld session are beyond the control of the ethnographers
and are consequently unstructured. However, if ethnographers gain a certain
perspective, it is possible to apply a kind of pseudostructure: identifying a
sequence of events. As researchers jot brief, cryptic notes, they should indi-
cate their observed sequence of events. what occurred before the noted
action, what was observed, and what occurred following this noted event.
Researchers frequently find it useful, when sorting through their scraps of in-
fidd notes, to lay them out in sequence. By rethinking the field session, fol-
lowing the sequence in which it actually occurred, researchers are able to
recall the details and substance of even very long conversations.

3. Limit the time you remain in the setting. Field-note writing operates at
approximately a 4:1 ratio with the time in the field. If researchers spend two
hours in the field, it may require as long as eight full hours to write compre-
hensive fied notes. Particularly for novice ethnographers, whose skill at recal
may not be fully developed, only very short (15-30 minute) intervals in the
field should be attempted at first. Although it is sometimes tempting to remain
in the fidd for hours and hours, researchers must remember that in doing so,
they reduce the likelihood of producing high quality, detailed field notes.
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On occasion, of course, ethnographers may be willing to forego com-
prehensive notesin order to gain entry to some special event or ceremony. On
these occasions, researchers actually turn df their intentional field concentra-
tion until the special event occurs. This, too, should be mentioned in the
notes, in order to account for the two or three hours during which nothing
has been annotated in the fidd notes.

4. Write the full notes immediately after exiting the field. While this may seem
obvious, it gill needs to be mentioned. As previously indicated, erosion of
memory begins immediately and progresses rapidly. The longer researchers
wait to translate their cryptic notes to full notes, the greater the likelihood of
contamination from erosion. It is advisable to schedule fidd sessions in such
a manner that full notes can be written immediately after exiting the field.
Even the interruption for a meal could be sufficient to flaw the full notes.

5. Get your notes written before sharing them with others. Ethnographic
research is often very exciting. Ethnographers frequently observe some event
or conversation that so excites them that they simply need to share it with
someone (often a colleague). The basic rule of thumb here is to refrain from
talking; write it up and talk about it later. Besides possibly forgetting impor-
tant details from atime lag before writing up notes, researchers may also acci-
dentally embellish events. Although this embellishment may be completely
unintentional, it can till flaw and contaminate otherwise important data.

What Complete Notes Should Look Like. Bothinorder to increase the sys-
tematic structure of later data retrieval and in order to ensure comprehensive
detail without loss of quality, field-note pages should be standardized as
much as possible. This means that every sheet of field notes should contain
certain consistent elements: the time the ethnographer entered and exited the
field; the date of the field session; a brief, descriptive topic label that captures
the essence of the field session; and a page number.

As an illustration, consider the following field-note excerpt, which rep-
resents approximately two or three minutes in the field setting:

APRIL 8,1981, EDDIE'S BAR
Time In: 9:10
Time Out:  10:10

TIME: 910 | left the meeting with the parents' advisory group and
Barry a few minutes past 9:00 p.m. | went directly to Eddie's Bar. After
parking my car directly in front of the bar, | started toward the door. |
immediately noticed Olaf hurrying in. | followed him inside the bar.
The inside of Eddie's consists of three separate rooms. The first room
one entersis the main bar room. It is set up like a traditional neighbor-
hood bar: one long bar counter (to the right of the entrance), atelevision
up on the wall at the far end of the bar, and a few booths set along the
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|eft side of the room. To the immediate |eft, as one faces the wall with
the booths, there is a doorway leading to a small room (approximately
10 by 10). Thisroom contains asmall billiard table, a footbdl table, and
five or Sx chairs and small tables. Off this smaller roomisamuch larger
one (perhaps twice the size). There is also an entrance into this larger
room through the rear of the main bar room. This larger room contains
14 long picnic tables. There are two large stereo speakers on the wall to
the extreme left, and a small D.J. booth in the far left corner. The lights
were very dim in this room, and the music being played (rock and roll)
was very loud.

When | fird walked into the main bar room, | noticed four very
young-looking kids seated in the first booth (they may have been 14 or
15 yearsold). | didn't know any of them. | continued looking for faces |
recognized. At the bar counter, several older men stood or sat on stools,
drinking. Toward the back of the main bar room, where there were sev-
eral small tables, | could see severa more young-looking kids sitting
around, some on the tables themselves and others in chairs. | still saw
no one | knew.

| walked through the entrance into the large room dff the rear of the
bar room. Sitting on what appeared to be a bar counter (much smaller
than the one in the main bar room and not in use this evening) were
three girls | recognized from Oxford High School. | smiled at them,
waved a greeting and said hello as | approached them. One of the girls
(the one seated in the middle) leaned over to the girl to her left and
audibly whispered, "Do you know this guy?' The girl being asked
nodded her head yes, and said, "Yesh, | met him at the school play
rehearsal the other day." | walked on past these three girls as | spotted
Audrey Miller drinking a beer and sitting on top of one of the other
small tables. Audrey was sitting with her right arm draped over the
shoulder of some guy sitting next to her (I didn't know him). As |
moved closer to her, she looked up and said, "Hello, Bruce." Her eyes
widened, and she appeared a little surprised to see me. She got up df
the table and walked over to me. She asked if | was there doing
research or just out sociaizing. | told her | was doing research. She
remarked, "Wéll, you've certainly come to the right place, this whole
room is filled with Oxford kids." She was just dlightly slurring her
words, suggesting that the beer she held in her right hand was not her
first. She said, "I'll seeyou later," and walked back to the group of kids
with whom she had been sitting.

Asillustrated in the preceding field-note excerpt, much observed detail
about the physical setting isincluded, as well as assessments of peoplein the
setting. After reading ethnographers' full field notes, it should be possible for
a person to visualize exactly what the ethnographers saw and heard during
the field session.
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Having concluded their fidd sessions (the data-gathering phase of the
project) the ethnographers will have presumably amassed hundreds or even
thousands of pages of field notes. These fidd notes will take up considerable
space and an even longer time to read. Organizing large quantities of such
notes is very time consuming and both physically and mentally exhausting.
Itis desirable, then, to amass these notes in some systematic fashion and per-
haps even to reduce their bulk for analytic purposes (Becker, Gordon, &
LeBailly, 1984).

To accomplish the dual task of keeping large quantities of field notes
and reproducing them in reduced form, many researchers rely upon com-
puters. An additional advantage to using computers, beyond storage and
reproduction, is their ability to alow textual material to be retrieved in an
efficient and speedy manner. There are several ways one can make use of
computers when developing field notes. The most obviousis to use any com-
mercia word processing program. Word processing programs are designed
tohandle, store, and retrievetextual material or, inthis case, data. Alternately,
one might choose one of the commercial programs designed for qualitative
data storage and analysis (see, for example, Dennis, 1984; Tallerico, 1991).
These programs provide a structure into which novice researchers can pour
their fidd notes. As well, they provide a method by which to efficiently cre-
ate a duplicate set or a data-reduced set of fidd notes.

You must be cautious when reducing qualitative data such as fidd
notes. If you reduce too much, details and nuance of the data may be logt,
impairing if not ruining the analysis. As well, some studies will require
greater amounts of detail than others (Becker, Gordon, & LeBailly, 1984). In
these cases, fidd notes will need to be kept closer to their original form. In
most cases, however, various aspects of fidd notes may be redundant. For
example, descriptions of the same individuals, locations, and settings need
not be reproduced in full every time they arise. Researchers may find it bet-
ter to briefly summarize such material or cite it only once. Smilarly, many
researchers find it more effective for analytical purposes to create a set of
summarized field notes that are keyed or cross indexed to their original
lengthier versions. Thus, two or three pages of notes may be reproduced to
perhaps a haf page of summary. Since the full notes are cross indexed to this
summary, the researcher can fairly easly retrieve these lengthier versions
during analysis. The use of computers in qualitative analysis is discussed in
somewhat greater detail in Chapter 11. For now, it is sufficient to suggest that
computers do aid significantly in the storage, duplication, and data-reduction
portions of field-note generation.

The obvious next question becomes, What do you do now? Y ou have com-
pleted dl your fieldwork, recorded these full notes on acomputer, perhaps even
created reduced summaries to assist in managing the bulk. But how will you
actually go about analyzing this materia? Although there are certainly no easy
answers to how you go about abstracting meaning from ethnographic research,
"®searchers may draw on severa potentially useful andytica strategies.
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Analyzing Ethnographic Data

Anaysis of data is not an exact science. With some types of data (particularly
survey questionnaire data), there are many different ways to make sense of the
information once the data are collected, organized, and coded. However, when
dealing with ethnographic data, researchers must make somewhat narrower
choices. For example, even though it is certainly possible to test hypotheses
using ethnographic data, the process differs somewhat from research that uses
survey data. Ethnographic research can potentially demonstrate the plausibil-
ity of ahypothesis, but it cannot actualy prove its validity. Using reductionis-
tic procedures to cull numbers from the ethnographic datais not realy in keep-
ing with the ethnographic process. Thus, two effective ways remain to andyze
ethnographic research while preserving the rich textua detail of the data
inductive content analysis and ethnographic narrative accounts.

Systematic analysis of ethnographic data typically begins by reading the
field notes—whether one wants to produce ethnographic accounts or a content
analysis of the data. The purposes of thisinitia reading of the notes are to rein-
force any hypotheses or themes developed during the data-collection phase
and to generate new hypotheses and themes previously unrealized—in short,
to ground themes and hypotheses to the data (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). During
thisinitial coding, researchers undertake what is called open coding (explained
comprehensively in Chapter 11). Briefly, open coding allows researchers to
identify and even extract themes, topics, or issuesin a systematic manner.

Next, ethnographers should begin to notice and systematicaly create
records of patterns in the conversations and activities of people depicted in
the notes. This coding processis discussed more completely in Chapter 11.

At this juncture, the researchers must decide whether to undertake a
comprehensive content analysis or to rely on lengthy textual accounts to doc-
ument themes and patterns observed in the data. Although both procedures
are certainly similar, thereis at least one important difference, which concerns
whether, conceptualy, ethnography is viewed strictly as a means for collect-
ing data or as both the means and the product of the ethnographic process
(Stoddart, 1986). In the firg instance, researchers may easily accomplish a
comprehensive content analysis, but if the second conceptual stanceis taken,
the researchers must demonstrate topics and patterns by presenting appro-
priate (and often lengthy) narrative textual accounts from the field notes.

As with dl andytic drategies, strengths and wesaknesses are associated
with each approach. The most important problem commonly associated with
quditative data of any typeis the question of confidence in the accuracy of sug-
gested patterns. In the case of content analysi's, researchers might manage to con-
vince their audience by suggesting the magnitude (frequency) of a given theme
or pattern (see Chapter 11). In the case of ethnographic narratives, researchers
must rely on the pattern being sufficiently clear in itsdf (as presented in the fidd
notes) to convince an audience of its accuracy (Stoddart, 1986).
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Burns (1980) illustrates how one effectively uses ethnographic narrative
accounts in his "Getting Rowdy with the Boys." Burns offers a detailed exami-
nation of the drinking behavior of a single group of young working-class
maes. His procedure involves describing the sequence of events and interac-
tions experienced by these young men during one evening in severa different
drinking environments. As Burns indicates, his analysis of the ethnographic
narrative account offered may be termed thick description (Geertz, 1973). This
type of anayss is directed toward drawing out a complete picture of the
observed events, the actorsinvolved, the rules associated with certain activities,
and the socid contexts in which these elements arise. Burns (1980) accom-
plishes this by firg presenting the narration (chiefly the detailed fidd notes of
his ethnographic experience during the observed evening). Next, Burns steps
out of the field and, in hisrole as a socid scientist, analyzes the narrative con-
tents, highlighting apparent structural components of situations, meanings
suggested by actors and events, and patterns that emerge during the course of
the narrative. To some extent, this lengthier narrative technique isjudtified in
the following passage from Festinger et a. (1956, p. 252):

Our materid islargely qualitative rather than quantitative, and even simple tab-
ulations of what we observed would be difficult. Owing to the complete novelty
and unpredictability of the movement, aswell as the pressure of time, we could
not develop standard categories of events, actions, statements, fedings, and the
like, and certainly could not subject the members of the group to any standard-
ized interview, in order to compare indices before and after disconfirmation.

In asimilar manner, Humphreys (1970, p. 22) states:

My concern in this study has been with the description of a specific style of
deviant behavior and of the population who engage in that activity. Beyond
such systematic, descriptive analysis, | have tried to offer, in the light of
deviance theory, some explanation as to why, and how these people participate
in the particular form of behavior described [namely, casual homosexual
encounters).

OTHER ANALYSIS STRATEGIES: TYPOLOGIES,
SOCIOGRAMS, AND METAPHORS

Dataanalysisis aninteresting and creative part of the research process. Ethno-
graphic data lend themselves to several different methods of interpretation
and analysis beyond dtrict content analysis techniques. Some of these tech-

niguesincludetypol ogies, sociograms, and metaphors. Each of theseisbriefly dis-

cussed below.
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Typologies

A typology is a systematic method for classifying similar events, actions,
objects, people, or places, into discrete groupings. For example, McSkimming
and Berg (1996) did a study of gambling and gaming in rural American tav-
erns. After more than six months of observationsin the field, they found four
magjor types of tavern patrons:

1. Regular drinking patrons. Theseindividuals regularly sat at the bar and
chatted among themselves as they consumed severa acoholic bever-
ages. They were highly in-group oriented and would not speak with
outsiders (transient patrons).

2. Regular gaming patrons. Theseindividuals sporadically consumed a co-
holic beverages, but primarily socialized with others involved primar-
ily in playing darts or billiards.

3. Regular gambling patrons. These individuals sporadically consumed
alcohalic beverages, and involved themselves in darts and/or hilliards.
A primary distinction between these and gaming patrons was that gam-
bling patrons regularly placed wagers (of cash, drinks, or other valuable
items) against the outcome of a dart or billiard game.

4. Transient patrons. These individuals drifted into and out of the tavern
scene, sometimes returning for a second or occasionally athird visit, but
not with any sort of regular pattern of attendance. Transent patrons
were excluded from conversations among regular drinking patrons, but
were permitted to game and gamble occasiondly with others.

McSkimming and Berg's (1996) typology permitted them to see various
distinctions between the various people who frequented the tavern. For exam-
ple, regular drinkers were more interested in maintaining friendships with one
another and discussing family activities than with establishing new friend-
ships or light socid banter. Such observations permitted McSkimming and
Berg to better understand some of the socid roles and interaction patterns they
observed among people moving through the socia world of the tavern.

Typicdly, researchers follow a basic three-step guideline for developing
typologies. Firdt, they assess the collected material and then seek out mutually
exclusve categories. Second, researchers make sure that dl of the elements
being classified have been accounted for (an exhaustive grouping of €ements).
Third, researchers examine the categories and their contents, and make theoret-
icaly meaningful appraisals. The use of mutually exclusive categories assures
that every element being considered appears only in asingle category. But, to be
exhausgtive, every element needs to be placed into one or another of these cate-
gories. A theoretically meaningful appraisal does not necessarily mean that you
link your observations to lofty theories such as Durkheim's theory of anornie.
Rather, it smply means that there is an attempt to attach some socid meaning
to the way things fdl into categoriesin your typology.
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While typologies may seem like oversmplification of socid life, thisis
actualy their beauty. They permit the researcher to present data in an orga-
nized and simple fashion, alowing the reader to better understand the expla-
nations offered as interpretation and analysis of the typology scheme. A
major goal of typologies, then, isto provide additional understanding of the
material collected during the course of the research.

Sociograms

Sociogramsare part of alarger group of techniquesknown as sociometry. These
procedures alow the researcher to make assessments about the degree of
affinity or disdain that members of a group have toward one another. Thus,
they allow you to consider friendship patterns, socia networks, work
relationships, and socid distance in general. Sociometry can be described as
a means of assessing group relational structures such as hierarchies, friend-
ship networks, and cliques. Sociograms, then, are graphic displays of how
well people get along with one another, based on responses to a sociometric
test. A sociometric test typically includes three basic characteristics:

1. A specific number of choices are used (varying with the size of the group).

2. A specific number of choices are allowed (varying according to the func-
tions and/or activities of the groups tested).

3. Different levels of preference are assigned to each choice.

Positive Peer Nominations. The early users of sociometric tests typically
employed a peer nomination version of thistest. In this procedure, the group
members were asked to name three or more peers whom they liked the most,
or whom they best liked working with, or who were their best friends
(depending upon the kind of group). A group member's score was then com-
puted as the number of nominations he or she received from other members
of the group. Thisversion of the sociometric test is called positive peer nomi-
nations. As users of sociometric tests refined these procedures, adaptations
naturally arose.

Negative Peer Nominations. One such adaptation to peer nominations ini-
tially was introduced by Dunnington (1957) and again by Moore and Upder-
graff (1964). This adaptation involved a request for negative nominations. In
other words, in addition to asking for three especialy liked peers, a second
request was made that members identify the three peers least liked (or least
desirable to work with). This strategy was used to identify two groups of
Peers—namely, apopular group (high frequency of positive nominations) and
adidiked or rejected group (high frequency of negative nominations). Subse-
quent research in which juveniles are identified as members of these groups
« indicates that rejected children often are more aggressive and likely to engage
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in antisocia behavior (Dodge, Coie, & Brakke, 1982; Hartup et a., 1967). This
suggests significant utility for those interested in studying delinquents, youth
movements, school cliques, and even gang structures.

Peer Rating Procedures. Another adaptation that has come into common
useisthe peer rating procedure, asociometric test similar in many waysto the
nomination procedure. Group members respond to the usual sociometric
questions (Who do you like to work with? Be with? etc.) for every other
member of the group. Each group member is given a list containing the
names of al group members and asked to rate every other member using a
five-point Likert-like scale. The scale for these five pointsis typically a grad-
uated series of statements that moves from expressions of favor to expres-
sions of disfavor for members of the group. An example of this sort of scae
is shown in Figure 6.1. Asin traditional Likert scales, you assess the mean
rating score for each person. A mean rating in the low range indicates that
the group member is not well liked by othersin the group. A mean rating in
the high range indicates that the group member is well liked. As Jennings
(1948) warned, however, identification of this sociometric pattern is not the
completion of the research but only the beginning. The use of mathematics
to locate sociometric stars, then, should not be overemphasized. It is a con-
venient tool but not the substantive result of research.

Once you have identified the socid relations and social structures that
exigt, you ill must examine the incumbents of positions in this structure.
Assisted by the sociometric information, you are better equipped to locate
appropriate guides, informants, and gatekeepers of the group. Thus, you
might begin an investigation with a sociometric survey and then pursue the
research through other ethnographic field techniques, interviews, or even
unobtrusive measures. Sociometric choice tests, then, provide yet another
line of action you can use in a triangulated research design.

Mapping and the Creation of Sociograms. Another way you can cregte
sociograms isto do them in the field. In this case, you use direct observations
of individuals and objects as they are arranged in the setting. Essentialy, this
involves the creation of social/environmental maps and from these,
sociograms.

This strategy of sociometric mapping depends upon a fairly stable set-
ting, and as such, it is not always applicable. Often, this type of sociometric
mapping is used in social psychological applications of organizational
research. For example, how executives place themselves around a board
meeting table may be mapped and may delineate power and informal influ-
ence structures. By knowing this information, a researcher (or executive) can
interrupt or weaken the amount of influence emanating from certain seg-
ments of the members. For instance, by placing himsalf or herself or a non-
member of some informal influence clique between severa actual members,
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AGURE 61 A Sample Sociometric Assessment

*\"';:(Question/Choices)

Directions: On a separate sheet, write the name of everyone in your group or orga-
\hization. Read the following paragraphs and place their corresponding numbers in
_front of every name for which they apply. You may use the number one only once,
‘and please place only a single number by each name. By your own name, please
‘place a zero.

:My Very Best Friend

I would like to have this person as one of my very best friends. | would like

to spend a great deal of time with this person. | think | could tell some of my
problems and concerns to this person, and | would do everything | could to
help this person with his or her problems and concerns. | will give a number
1 to my very best friend.

=

5"_My Other Friend(s)

7 2. 1 would enjoy working and doing things with this person. | would invite this
g person to a party in my home, and | would enjoy going places with this per-
son and our other friends. | would like to talk and do a variety of things with
this person and to be with this person often. | want this person to be one of
my friends. | will give a number 2 to every person who is my friend.

‘I Do Not Know This Person

3. 1 do not know this person very well. Maybe | would like this person if | got to
know him or her; maybe | would not. | do not know whether | would like to
spend time or work with this person. | will place a number 3 in front of the
name of every person | do not know very well.

-:| Do Not Care for This Person

4. | will greet this person when | see him or her around school or in a store,
but I do not enjoy being around this person. | might spend some time with
this person—if | had nothing to do, or | had a social obligation to attend
where this person also was in attendance. | do not care for this person very
much. | will place a number 4 in front of the name of every person | do not
care for very much.

1 Dislike This Person

s 5. | speak to this person only when it is necessary. | do not like to work or

: spend time with this person. | avoid serving on the same groups or commit-
tees with this person. | will place a number 5 in front of the name of every
person | do not like.



170 CHAPTER SX

he or she can dffect the ability of those members to wield influence and
authority during a board meeting.

Similarly, knowledge about sociometric body language and even furni-
ture placement can influence interactions. For example, when you enter
someone's office, how is it arranged? Is there a chair near the desk, inviting
you to sit near the desk's occupant? Or is the chair far from the desk, per-
haps across the room, requiring a guest to physically move it to be near the
desk's occupant? Usualy, when you move furniture in another person's
office, you must first ask permission. Thus, tacitly, you hold a subordinate
role in the relationship. Alternately, you might choose to stand while the
other party sits. This, of course, immediately shifts the power structure to
the seated occupant of the office because he or sheis able to leave you stand-
ing or suggest you pull up a chair. This situation is a'so somewhat reminis-
cent of school days, when you were called before the school's principal
where you stood, at the foot of the desk, being scolded.

The arrangement of people and objects in a setting may have an impact
on interactions and relationships. This, in turn, can be a useful tool in
research. This type of applied sociometric strategy frequently begins with a
mapping of the setting. This sort of mapping is also useful in other types of
ingtitutional investigations. For example, it could prove useful in a study of
how inmates use environmental space in a prison or a study of the effect of
environmental design on inmates. Alternatively, it might prove fruitful in an
examination of how children use and perhaps territorially divide play-
ground space. It might even be useful in a study of a game arcade located in
some mall or in similar studies of leisure-time activities in amusement parks.
Again, sociometric strategies are extremely flexible. They are limited only by
your imagination.

To describe how you might develop the sort of sociometric maps dis-
cussed above, let us assume an investigator wants to study some group of
youths in a particular neighborhood. One way to begin thistask isto create a
drawing or map of the setting. All the stable physical elements observed in
the setting: access ways, trees and shrubs, buildings, stores, street lamps,
public telephones, and so forth should be included in this map. The map
might be duplicated a number of times so that every time the researcher
enters the field, he or she can work on a fresh map.

While in the field, the researcher can add symbols to represent individ-
ual gang members, dyads (groups of two), triads (groups of three), gender,
leadership roles, and so forth. Over time, and by assessing the successive
annotated maps and actual field notes, the researcher will be able to identify
the stars and any satellite cliques that constitute the groups under study-
Stars will become apparent over time when you use observation to create a
sociogram. Typicdly, you find only one or two stars in a given group. Even
when you locate severa stars, typically one will demonstrate himself or her-
f to hold some degree of influence over the others.
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Satellite cliques are sometimes mistaken as representing a star and hisor
her followers. In fact, satellite cliques usually contain severa members influ-
enced by what appears to be a single individual. However, this individual
frequently is himself or hersdf influenced by a more centralized star.

Sociometric maps aso can assis the investigator in understanding how a
group uses its environmenta space and maintains territorial control over aress,
thelocus of control in various power and influence arrangements, and the socid
space (proximity) between different members and nonmembers of the group(s).

M etaphors

Another analytic strategy is to use metaphors (Richardson, 1994; Bailey,
1996). Metaphors are comparisons such as "the skinhead's scalp was like vel-
vet, smooth and soft to the touch.” Identifying a metaphor that fits some
aspect of your setting or your study population can help you see thingsin a
different way. Begin by asking, "What does this situation or circumstance
seem to be?' "What elseisit like?' "What does it remind me of 7' Trying to
come up with an appropriate metaphor is a good exercise for reflecting on the
material and data you have already collected and begun to interpret and ana-
lyze. 1t also will require you to consider this data from different conceptua
angles than you might otherwise have used.

For example, you might consider the way police arrest suspects, only to
havethe courtslet them go (on bail, for example) as revolving door justice. Or
you might consider the way nurses give reports as an informational swap-
meet. Metaphors provide an avenue to see important elements of socia sup-
port, interaction, networking, relationships, and a variety of other socialy
sgnificant factors, and allow the researcher to represent action when theoriz-
ing about various explanations or relationships.

DISENGAGING: GETTING OUT

Although it is certainly possible to maintain complete professiona distance
when distributing questionnaires to anonymous subjects, it is not as easy dur-
ing ethnography. Because relationships are virtually the stock and trade of a
good ethnographer, care must be taken when leaving the field.

Exiting any fidd setting involves at least two separate operations: firdt,
the physical removal of the researchers from the research setting and second,
emotiona disengagement from the relationships developed during the field
experience. In some situationsgetting out is described as a kind of mechanical
operation, devoid of any (personal) emotional attachments on the part of the
ethnographer. Concern is sometimes shown, and efforts made, to avoid dis-
tressing a research community. However, negative repercussions can occur in
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the forms of possible effects on the group(s) as awhole or with the possible
reception future field investigators might expect (Chadwick et al, 1984; Shd-
fir et a., 1980).

Even when the emotions of field relationships are mentioned, they fre-
quently are described exclusively as concern over the perspective of the
inhabitant of the natural setting. For example, Sheffir et al. (1980, p. 259) state:

Persond commitments to those we study often accompany our ressarch activ-
ity. Subjects often expect usto continue to live up to such commitments perma:
nently. On completing the reseerch, however, our commitment subsides and is
often quickly overshadowed by other condderaions shaping our day-to-day
lives. When our subjects become aware of our diminished interest in their lives
and Stuations, they may come to fed chested—meanipulated and duped.

The point is not to underplay the possible emotional harm a callous
investigator might cause a research group, but it should be noted that
relationships are two-way streets. Subjects make personal emotional
commitments, and so, too, do many researchers—even without actualy
bonding. Often, when researchers leave the field, they have developed some
deep fedlings for their subjects. These feelings may not always be positive but
are nonetheless psychologically affecting.

Ethnographers can certainly absent themselves from the field and sim-
ply dismiss the subjects from their minds, but it is likely that the ethnogra-
pherswill continueto hold at least some proprietary interest in the welfare of
the subjects. For example, during the course of conducting the research dis-
cussed in Carpenter et a. (1988), the ethnographers commonly spoke about
"their" kids with almost parental concern or, on occasion, with amost
parental pride in certain accomplishments.

A strong commitment and attachment developed between many of the
youthful subjects and the ethnographers. When it came time to leave the fied,
the ethnographers informally continued to keep an eye on many of the subjects
for over ayear. This essentially amounted to asking about specific kids when
they accidentally ran into mutual acquaintances, or getting involved inthe lives
of these gpecia kids when their paths crossed by chance (for instance, in a
supermarket or shopping mall). Other field investigators have indicated smi-
lar prolonged interest in research subjects, even many years after physicaly
leaving the setting. Letkemann (1980, p. 300), for instance, indicates that. even
10 years after exiting the field, and more than 800 miles away from the site, he
continued to stay informed about the welfare of his subjects.

Because of the uniqueness of every fidd situation, there are different
nuances to exiting. Ethnographers, however, must always be mindful that the
time will come to leave—at least physically. Toward this end, researchers
must prepare both the community members and themselves for the exit. Per-
haps a quick exit will work in some cases (Festinger et al. 1956; Rains, 1971),
whereas a more gradual drifting off may be required in other circumstances
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(Glaser & Strauss, 1967). Unfortunately, these research-related decisions are
not easily made.

TRYING IT OUT

Aswith al research methods, researchers must practice, stumble, and even
sometimes fail to accomplish the research project in order to appreciate how
ethnographic strategies operate. Several suggestions for brief micro-
ethnographic projects follow. As with the practice of interviewing strategies
(see Chapter 4), these suggestions are intended as exercises, not actual
research projects in themselves.

Suggestion 1. Position yourself in apublic location where many people con-
gregate. Shopping malls, bus terminals, and airports are good examples of the
sorts of places | mean. Next, simply sit and watch and listen. Construct fied
notes of the observations and what you heard (do not engage in any conver-
sations or interviews). Repeat this activity for several days. Be certain that you
write up full notes &fter you have Ift the fidld each day. Bear in mind that the
time you spend in the field geometricaly increases when you write up your
full notes. Initidly, spend no more than 15 or 20 minutes at atime in the field.

Suggestion 2. Go to your school's library or cafeteria every day at the same
time for about a week. Each day, sketch a simple map (a sociogram) of the
room. Include any tables, chairs, devices, and people you see each day. At the
end of the week, compare the drawing, to see if any changes can be detected.

NOTE
1. Stoddart, Kenneth, The presentation of everyday life, Urban Life 15(1) (1986), pp. 103-121.
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CHAPTER 7
T W I I 000y

ACTION RESEARCH

Let's say you have been caled to assist a neighborhood walk-in clinic that is
interested in conducting an evauation of their service-delivery system. The
actual problems are not known so careful initial assessment on your part will
be necessary. You are aware that understanding the clients' situations, needs,
and responsibilitieswill emerge dowly during the course of the project. Time,
however, is limited, so identifying some time-efficient research methods is
essential. As well, the health professionals running the clinic inform you that
itis critical that you include client-based perspectives in your study.

About now, you are probably thinking back to your studies on research
methods, and perhaps to earlier chapters in this book. What type of a research
design will permit you to examine a variety of yet undetermined sSituational
and conditionaly based issues? At thispoint, you really don't have much more
than a genera idea about the research. As Chapter 2 indicates, design is an
excellent place to begin, but how do you proceed? A trip to the library to con-
sult pertinent literature is helpful for general and background information, but
the literature will not provide much insight about specific conditions and situ-
ations facing the clients at the walk-in clinic you have been asked to evauate.
Theremay be an answer, however, to thisdilemma; namely, actionresearch.

For the past severa decades, the practice of action research has been a
fairly common mode of investigation in educational research, especialy
among those researchers interested in classroom teaching practices (see, for
example, Brown, 1988; Freire 19725 1972b; Kemmis and McTaggart, 19898).
Today, action research represents a viable, practical strategy for socia science
studies requiring systematic, organized, and reflective investigation (Stringer,
1999). Initspresent use, action research is one of the few research approaches
that embraces principles of participation and reflection, and empowerment
and emancipation of people and groups interested in improving their socia
situation or condition.

Action research, sometimesreferred to asparticipatory action research, is
aresearch framework that evolved from a number of different intellectual tra-
ditions. The approach has been described to be a highly reflective, experien-
tial, and participatory mode of research in which dl individuals involved in
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the study, researcher and subjects alike, are deliberate and contributing actors
in the research enterprise (Gabel, 1995; Wadsworth, 1998).

The origins of action research are not entirely clear. Holter and Schartz-
Barcott (1993) state that action research originated in the field of psychology
with Kurt Lewin (1946). Y, it has also been traced to anthropological- and
sociological-based community research by investigators such as William
Goodenough (1963), Elton Mayo (1933), and William Foote Whyte (1943;
1991). Action research can also be found in feminist literature (see, for exam-
ple, Reinharz, 1992), and in the literature on educational change and teaching
practices (see, for example, Anderson, Herr, & Nihlen, 1994, Kemmis &
McTaggart, 1988). More recently, action research has been used in nursing
studies (see, for example, Holter et ., 1993; Seymour-Rolls & Hughes, 1998).

The common threads that draw these disciplines together in the con-
ducting of action research are:

* A highly rigorous, yet reflective or interpretive, approach to empirical
research

» The active engagement of individuals traditionally known as subjects as
participants and contributors in the research enterprise

* Theintegration of some practical outcomes related to the actual lives of
participants in this research project

» A spiraing of steps, each of which is composed of some type of plan-
ning, action, and evaluation

Stated dightly differently, action research can be understood as a means or
model for enacting locd, action-oriented approaches of investigation, and
applying small-scale theorizing to specific problems in particular situations
(Reason, 1994; Stringer, 1999). Put another way, action research is a method of
research where cregting a positive socid change is the predominant force dri-
ving the investigator and the research.

Drawing on various traditions from which action research originates, a
number of assumptions or values can be outlined. Theseinclude the following:

w The democratization of knowledge production and use

» Ethica fairness in the benefits of the knowledge generation process
a An ecologica stance toward society and nature

= Appreciation of the capacity of humans to reflect, learn, and change
= A commitment to nonviolent social change.

Action research targets mainly two primary tasks. First, it isintended to
uncover or produce information and knowledge that will be directly useful
to agroup of people (through research, education, and sociopoalitica action).
Second, itis meant to enlighten and empower the average person in the group,
motivating them to take up and use the information gathered in the research
(Fls-Borda & Rahman, 1991; Reason, 1994).



180 CHAPTER SEVEN

THE BASICS OF ACTION RESEARCH

Action research is a collaborative approach to research that provides people
with the means to take systematic action in an effort to resolve specific prob-
lems. This approach endorses consensual, democratic, and participatory
strategies to encourage people to examine reflectively their problems or par-
ticular issues affecting them or their community. Further, it encourages peo-
ple to formulate accounts and explanations of their situation, and to develop
plans that may resolve these problems.

Action research focuses on methods and techniques of investigation
that take into account the study population’'s history, culture, interactive
activities, and emotional lives. While action research makes use of many tra-
ditional data-gathering strategies, its orientation and purpose are dightly dif-
ferent. It does not use, for instance, elaborate and complex routines originat-
ing exclusively from the perspective of the researcher; instead, action research
collaborates with the very people it seeks to study. The language and content
of action research also differs from other approaches—especially those that
utilize complex, sophisticated, difficult-to-understand statistical techniques.
Language and content with this approach are easy to understand by both
professiona researchers and lay people aike.

The basic action research procedural routine involves four stages:
(1) identifying the research question(s), (2) gathering the information to answer
the question(s), (3) analyzing and interpreting the information, and (4) sharing
the results with the participants. Smilar to the way | described the genera
research process in Chapter 2, action research follows a kind of spiraling pro-
gression, rather than the more traditional linear one (see Figure 7.1).

Kemmis and McTaggart (1988) aso describe the action research process as
aspiral of activity: plan, act, observe, and reflect. Other formulations of action
research suggest a somewhat varied grouping of activities, but the process they
ddlineate is smilar, and typicaly, a spiral. For example, Stringer's (1999) spiral
is look, think, and act. In effect, different sources seeking to describe the action
research procedure all seem to describe essentialy the same set of activities, sm-
ply in different ways, and in different sequences.

One could reasonably argue that al research requires action. After al,
research itsdf is a type of action, and most research produces some sort of
consequence (even apathy). With many types of research, the consequence is
some sort of change or modification with the way something is done or
understood. If our approach is metaphysical, the very act of asking questions
and actively seeking answers can be viewed as a kind of intervention into a
situation or problem, and will inevitably bring about changes in those indi-
viduals involved. Whether these individuals then choose to continue aong
the same paths as they had before the research was conducted or to change
their course, means the new situation will either be different from before or
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'ldentifying 3. Analyzing and
the Re_search Interpreting
Question(s) the Information
2. Gathering the 4. Sharing the
Informatlﬁn to Results with the
Answer the Participants
Question(s) '

HGURE 7.1 The Action Research Spiral Process

remain essentially the same. In either event, the decision to change or not to
change constitutes action or, more precisely, action or inaction.

In action research, investigators are aware of the inevitable effect of inter-
vention and the subsequent potential for change. Mogt action research, then,
conscioudy seeks to study something in order to change or improve it. This
may be a situation uncovered by the researcher or brought to the attention of
the investigator by some interested or involved party. Let's consider the four
stages described in the current discussion of the action research process.

IDENTIFYING THE RESEARCH QUESTION(S)

Thefirg stage of the action research process involves the researcher assisting the
people in the research population—who may be cdled the stakeholders—to
examine their situation and to recognize their problems. Alternatively, the
researcher may identify a problem and bring it to the attention of the stake-
holders. It isimportant for the action research investigator to recognize that the
issues to be studied are considered important by the stakeholder and are not
smply of interest to the researchers. This means that the task of theinvestigator
isto assg individuals in the stakeholding group to jointly formulate research
question(s), and as the research questions are created, to assist in formulating
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questionsthat are actualy answerable. To some extent, thisnotion relates to the
sze of the problem at hand, but it also has to do with the type of information
that may be available to the researcher. For example, the study may involve a
community health workshop where many of the participants are drug addicts.
While considerable information may be available concerning drug addiction,
treatment programs, and even direct information from participants, in this
study it may not be possible to extend findings from gathered information
beyond this particular community health workshop.

A good way to develop answerable relevant questions is to brainstorm
or perhaps conduct focus groups with stakeholders (see Chapter 5). In these
meetings, the investigator can ask: "What are the kinds of problems or issues
you face?' With a little bit of digging, the investigator should be able to
uncover relevant problems for study.

GATHERING THE INFORMATION TO
ANSWER THE QUESTION(S)

Any information the investigator gathers can potentially be used to answer
the questions or solve the problems that have been identified. How one goes
about gathering this data is essentially a matter of the investigator's choice,
and largely depends on limitations set by the stakeholders or the nature of the
problem and setting. Thus, as in any standard methodological approach (see
Chapter 2) the investigator is guided by the research question. Some prob-
lems will direct the investigator toward conducting interviews with relevant
parties. Other problems may require various types of ethnographic or obser-
vational data. Still, other studies may seem to be best addressed with archival
data. Naturally, some investigators may choose to triangulate their studiesin
an effort to strengthen their findings and potentially enrich the eventual
analysis and understandings.

ANALYZING AND INTERPRETING
THE INFORMATION

At this stage of the research process, participants need to focus on analyzing
and interpreting the information that has been gathered. Data anaysis, from
the action research perspective, involves examination of the data in relation
to potential resolutions to the questions or problems identified during the
firg stage of the research process.

The actual task of analysis will depend upon the data-gathering method
or methods used in stage 2 of this research process. The overall effort will be
to create descriptive accounts based on the information captured by various
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data-collection technologies. Below are two aternative sets of general proce-
dures investigators may consider to assist stakeholders in formulating
descriptive accounts of the problems and issues that confront them. Readers
should recognize similarities to processes for analyzing and understanding
interviews, ethnography, and other forms of qualitative techniques described
earlier in this text.

Procedures for Using Interview and Ethnographic Data

The process for recording responses in Chapter 3 outlines interviewing;
Chapter 4, focus groups; and Chapter 5, ethnographic research. These same
techniques may aso be used in an action research framework. Hence,
responses to questions (from interviews) and statements from fidd notes
(ethnography) should be recorded and then placed in summary charts or on
tally sheets showing the textual context as well as summaries of the materi-
as. In most cases, analysis involves creating categories or themes and then
sorting answers to questions or statements from the fieldwork into these cat-
egories. The data is sorted into piles that share some broader characteristic
(the theme or category name). After accomplishing this, you can then write a
summary that captures the essence of each broader categorical characteristic.
This materia will be used to create descriptive accounts of the stakeholders
(discussed below).

Guiding Questions of Analysis:
Why, What, How, Who, Where, When?

There are a number of questions one can pose to the data at a meeting with
participants that will provide a guiding procedure for analyzing this mater-
ia. Thefirg question, why, establishes agenera focus for the investigator and
stakeholders, reminding everyone what the purpose of the study originally
was. The remaining questions—what, how, who, wher e, and when—enable par-
ticipants to identify associated influences (Stringer, 1999). The intent is not to
create categories or themes, but rather to better understand the data in con-
text of the setting or situation. What and how questions help to establish the
problems and issues: What is going on that bothers people? How do these
problems or issues intrude upon the lives of the people or the group? Who,
where, and when questions focus on specific actors, events, and activities that
relate to the problem or issues at hand. The purpose here is not for partici-
pants to make quality judgements about these elements; rather, it is to assess
the data and clarify information that has been gathered. This processiis likely
to draw out more than a mere explanation of already gathered information.
Itislikely to provide further history and context to the material (in a manner
smilar to a focus group interview). Additionally, this process provides a
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means for participants to reflect on things that they have themselves dis-
cussed (captured in the data) or that other participants have mentioned.

Descriptive Accounts and Reports

There are two mgor concerns in developing descriptive accounts and creating
reports of these accounts. Firgt, it iscritical that accounts reflect the perceptions
of all stakeholders inthe study population. If accounts exclude portions of the
group, the resulting anadysis may provide inadequate basis for viable action.
Accounts, then, need to be created collaboratively (Stringer, 1999). Second,
except in situations where the stakeholders amount to only a very few people,
al of them usually cannot be included in dl steps of the process al of thetime.
In such situations, the investigator needs to make every effort to regularly keep
al stakeholders informed of various activities, and provide opportunities for
people to read various accounts as they develop (not ssimply &fter the project is
complete). In this way, these individuals can aso be afforded the opportunity
to provide their own input by way of feedback to what they have read.

SHARING THE RESULTS WITH THE
PARTICIPANTS

One of the operative principles of action research is to inform and empower
people to work collectively to produce some beneficia change. This neces-
sarily includes both informa and forma meetings with the investigator at
every stage of the research process. Stringer (1999, p. 81) suggests a number
of activities that an investigator can use in order to maximize participation by
many of the participants, especialy when these participants may include
large numbers of diverse stakeholders:

* Focus groups where people with similar interests or agendas discuss par-
ticular issues

* In-group forums where people from single-interest or stakeholder groups
discuss particular issues

* Informal meetings that form spontaneously in response to particular cir-
cumstances or issues

* Agency, institution, or departmental meetingsthat provide personnel with
opportunities to discuss common interests or agendas

» Community group meetings where community members meet to explore
interests or agendas

It is dso important that when the study is over, the stakeholders still need to
know what the results are. This can be accomplished in awide variety of ways-
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Traditiondists are likely to think about providing some form of areport to each
participant in the study. However, this may still make the information inacces-
sible to some participants. As Denzin (1997) suggests, thereis a growing need
(perhaps demand) for methods of reporting that represent people's lived expe-
rience in clear, every day language. Traditional methods of presenting partici-
pants with paper copies of technical reports tend to include Hiff or ilted sci-
entificjargon that is meaningless to the average lay person.

Current technology provides a means for communicating with a large
number of people in an interesting, engaging, and accessible manner. For
example, information may be placed on a project Web site and its address
provided to those participants interested in using the Internet. Others may be
more interested in seeing material presented via some form of presentation
placed on a videotape (e.g., averbal presentation of areport, a dramatic pre-
sentation or some type of role-played reenactment of situations uncovered in
the research, etc.).

THE ACTION RESEARCHER'S ROLE

The formally trained researcher stands with and alongside the community or
group under study, not outside as an objective observer or external consul-
tant. The researcher contributes expertise when needed as a participant in the
process. The researcher collaborates with local practitioners as well as stake-
holders in the group or community. Other participants contribute their phys-
ical and/or intellectual resources to the research process. The researcher is a
partner with the study population; thus, this type of research is considerably
more value-laden than other more traditional research roles and endeavors.

The approach a researcher takes when conducting action research,
therefore, must be more holistic, encompassing a broad combination of tech-
nological, socia, economic, and political aspects of relationships and interac-
tions between the researcher and the stakeholders in the project.

TYPES OF ACTION RESEARCH

Severa sources outline three distinct types of action research. For example,
Grundy (1988, p. 353) discussesthree modes of action research: technical, prac-
tical, and emancipating. Holter and Schwartz-Barcott (1993, p. 301) discuss
three types of action research—that of a technica collaborative approach, a
mutual collaborative approach, and an enhancement approach. McKernan
(1991, pp. 16-27) aso lists three types of action research: the scientific-technica
view of problem solving, the practical-deliberate action research mode, and a
critica emancipating action research.
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If we collapse these generally similar categories, we derive something
like a technical/scientific/collabor ative mode, a practical/mutual collaborative/delib-
erate mode, and an emancipating/enhancing/critical mode.

Technical/Scientific/Collaborative Mode

Janet Masters (1998) outlines early advocates of action research such as Lip-
pitt and Radke in 1946, Lewin in 1947, Corey in 1953, and Taba and Noel in
1957 as having advocated a fairly rigorous scientific method of problem solv-
ing. From this approach, the primary goa was to test a particular interven-
tion based on a pre-specified theoretical framework. The relationship in this
mode of action research was between the research and a practitioner. For
example, a relationship might arise between a researcher and a clinical psy-
chologist working with a family support group of some type. The researcher
serves as a collaborator and a facilitator for the practitioner, while the practi-
tioner brings information from the researcher to his or her clients (Holter &
Schwartz-Barcott, 1993, p. 301). In efedt, the researcher will work with the
clinical psychologist, who in turn will act as a kind of liaison between the
researcher and his or her clients throughout the research process. The com-
munication flow within this type of research is primarily between the facili-
tator (practitioner) and the group, so that the researcher's ideas may be com-
municated to the group (Grundy, 1998). In other words, the researcher
identifies a problem after collaborating with the practitioner, and then pro-
vides information to this practitioner who facilitates its implementation with
the group.

A Practical/Mutual Collaborative/Deliberate Mode

In this mode of action research, the researcher and the practitioner come
together and collaboratively identify potential problems and issues, their
underlying causes, and possible interventions (Holter & Schwartz-Barcott,
1993, p. 301). The research problem is defined only &fter the researcher and
practitioner have assessed the situation and reach a mutual understanding.
This sort of "practical action research,” as Grundy (1988, p. 357) describes it,
seeks to improve practice-and-service delivery of the practitioner through
application of the "personal wisdom of the participants." The communication
flow in this mode of action research starts with the researcher and facilitator
working collaboratively, and then flows from the practitioner (facilitator) to
the group of stakeholders.

This design of action research creates a more flexible approach than the
technical/scientific/collaborative mode in that it embraces a greater concern for
empowering and emancipating stakeholders working with the practitioner.
The gain in flexibility and effects of emancipating participants does, however,
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reduce some degree of measurement precision and control over interpreta-
tions, interactive communications, and detailed descriptions (McKernan
1991). These are not seen, however, as the primary goals in this mode of
action research. Rather, "the goa of practical action researchers is under-
standing practice and solving immediate problems® (McKernan, 1991, p. 20).

Practitioners involved in such mutual collaborative approaches to action
research tend to reflect on their own practice styles, incorporate new informa:
tion developed by the research, and implement interventions that may effect
lasting changes in the groups with whom they participate. Unfortunately, the
changes that result in such projects tend to be associated with the change agents
(those facilitators working in the research), consequently, the interventions may
cease to be used when these individuals |eave the system.

Emancipating/Enhancing/Critical Science Mode

This third mode of action research "promotes emancipatory praxisin the par-
ticipating practitioners; that is, it promotes a critical consciousness which
exhibits itsdf in political as well as practical action to promote change"
(Grundy, 1987, p. 154). There are actually two distinct goals in this approach
to action research. The firsd goa is an attempt to increase the closeness
between the day-to-day problems encountered by practitioners in specific
settings, and the theories used to explain and resolve the problem; in other
words, an attempt to bring together theory and book knowledge with real
world situations, issues, and experiences.

The second goal is to assist practitioners in lifting their veil of clouded
understandings, and help them to better understand fundamental problems
by raising their collective consciousness (Holter & Schwartz-Barcott, 1993).
This is accomplished by developing a social critique, wherein the considera-
tion of theory and practice come together. Development of this sort of socia
criticism has three parts: theory, enlightenment, and action (see Grundy,
1988). The generation of action-oriented policy, then, may be seen as follow-
ing from this mode of action research, and this tri-part notion of theory,
enlightenment, and action. It is actually the coming together of theory and
enlightenment that provides the emancipation and empowerment to the par-
ticipants, that then leads to action and change.

TRYING IT OUT

Divide the class into two separate groups. Designate one of the studentsin
each group asresearcher. Next, seeif you can identify problemsand issuesfac-
ing each group of students. Remember, this may involve several focus groups
moderated by theresearcher, open meetingsto discussthings, some sharing of
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knowledge and information and eventually the collaborative creation of a
report. It would be particularly interesting to have the two groups operate
entirely independently and then to share results.

REFERENCES

Anderson, G, Herr, K., & Nihlen, A. (1994). Studying Your Own School: An Educator'sGuideto
Qualitative Practitioner Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.

Brown, L. (1988) Group Self-Evaluation: Learning for Improvement. School |mprovement Plan.
Secretariat, Education Department of Victoria, Canada.

Denzin, N. K. (1997). Inter pretative Ethnography. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Fals-Borda, O., & Rahman, M. A. (Eds.). (1991). Action and Knowledge: Breaking the Monopoly
with Participatory Action Research. New Y ork: I ntermediate Technol ogy/A pex.

Freire, P. (19724). Cultural Action for Freedom. Middlesex, England: Harmmondsworfh, Penguin.

Freire, P. (1972b). Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Middlesex, England: Harmmondsworth, Penguin.

Gabel, D. (1995). Presidential address. National Association for Research in Science Teaching
(NARST), San Francisco.

Goodenough, W. (1963). Cooperation in Change: An Anthropological Approach to Community
Development. New York: Russell Sege.

Grundy, S. (1988). Three modes of action research. In Kemmis, S. & McTaggert, R. (Eds.), The
Action Research Reader (3rd ed.). Geelong, Australia: Deakin University Press.

Grundy, S. (1987). Curriculum: Product or Praxis. London. England: The Falmer Press.

Holter, I. M., & Schwartz-Barcott, D. (1993). Action research: What isit? How hasit been used
and how canit be used in nursing? Journal of Advanced Nursing 128, 298-304.

Kemmis, S, & McTaggart, R. (1988) The Action Research Planner (3rded.). Geelong, Australia
Deakin University Press.

Lewin, K. (1946). Action research and minority problems. Journal of Social Issues2, 3416.

Masters, J. (1998). The history of action research. In |. Hughes and B. Dicks (Eds.), Action
Research Electronic Reader. Availableonlineat: http://emo.su.edu.au/school s/sawd/
reader /welcome .html

Mayo, E. (1933). The Human Problems of an Industrial Civilization. New Y ork: Macmillan.

McKernan, J. (1991). Curriculum Action Resear ch. A Handbook of Methodsand Resour cesfor the
Reflective Practitioner. London: Kogan Publishers.

Reason, P. (1994). Three approaches to participative inquiry. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln
(Eds.), Handbook of Qualitative Research (pp. 324-339). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Reinharz, S. (1992). Feminist Methodsin Social Research. New York: Oxford University Press.

Seymour-Rolls, K., & Hughes, |. (1998). Participatory action research: Getting thejob done. In
I. Hughes & B. Dicks (Eds.), Action Research Electronic Reader. Available online at:
http://emo.su.edu.au/school s/sawd/reader/wel come.html

Shulamit, R. (1979) On Becoming a Social Scientist. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers,

Stringer, E. T. (1999). Action Research (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Wadsworth, Y. (1998). What is participatory action research? Action Research International,
Paper 2. Available on-line: http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/sawd/ari/ari-wads
worth.html

Whyte, W. E (1943). Street Corner Society. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Whyte, W. F. (Ed.) (1991). Participatory Action Research. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

CHAPTER 8

UNOBTRUSIVE MEASURES
IN RESEARCH

In the preceding four chapters, research procedures that require an intrusion
into the lives of subjects have been discussed. Researcher reactivity—the
response of subjects to the presence of an intruding investigator—has been
considered asit applies to interviewers and ethnographers. In each case, sug-
gestions have been offered concerning how to make positive use of the reac-
tivity or to neutralize it. In this chapter unobtrusive (nonintruding) research
strategies will be examined.

Although such intrusive techniques as direct observation frequently find
their way into most conventional research methods books, unobtrusive strate-
gieslessregularly do. In fact, when research methods books do mention unob-
trusive procedures, they typicaly define terms (eg., Frankfort-Nachmias &
Nachmias, 1996), give only avery brief elaboration on the work of Webb et al.
(1981), or confuse unobtrusive measures with general content analysis strate-
gies of analysis (Babbie, 1998). Even comprehensive compendiums of qualita:
tive strategies and techniques omit the topic of unobtrusive measures and non-
reactive research techniques (see, for example, Denzin & Lincoln, 1994; 1998).
However, unobtrusive measures actually make up a particularly interesting
and innovative strategy for collecting and assessing data. In some instances,
unobtrusive indicators provide access to aspects of socid settings and their
inhabitants that are smply unreachable through any other means.

To some extent, dl the unobtrusive strategies amount to examining and
assessing human traces. What people do, how they behave and structure their
daily lives, and even how humans are affected by certain ideologica stances
can al be observed in traces people either intentionally or inadvertently leave
behind. The more unusual types of unobtrusive studies are sometimes briefly
highlighted in textbook descriptions of unobtrusive measures—just before dis-
missing these techniques in favor of measures regarded as more legitimate.

For instance, it is fairly common to hear how an investigator estimated
the popularity of different radio stations in Chicago by having automobile
mechanics record the position of the radio dial in all the cars they serviced (Z-
Frank, 1962). Sawyer (1961, cited in Webb et al., 1981) examined liquor sales

1SO
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in Welledey, Massachusetts, a so-caled dry town (i.e, no liquor stores were
permitted). To obtain an estimate of liquor sales, Sawyer studied the trash
from Welledey homes; specificdly, the number of discarded liquor bottles. In
some instances, amost absurd situations have been ascribed to findings
culled from unobtrusive data. For example, Jelenko (1980) described a
painted rock on the campus of Wright State University that is regularly
painted by students. He determined the accretion of paint each time the rock
was painted and calculated that in another 7,778 years the rock would have
grown (from layers of paint) to a size that would encroach on the gymnasium
located 182 meters away.

More recently, Brian Payne conducted a kind of meta-analysis of studies
on health care crimes, using existing literature and research studies as his data
source (Payne, 1998). Stan Weeber (1999) used severd literature sources to
develop an assessment of the orientations and etiologies of citizen militiain the
United States, an interesting contemporary phenomenon that might not other-
wise have been successfully researched. In the recent past, Brown (1995)
explored the expression of freedom and growing influence of Western cultural
ideasin Hungary by examining graffiti on the walls of buildings. Among com-
monly found stenciled images was one of Garfield, the cartoon cat.

Each of the preceding illustrations demonstrates that information can
be culled from various traces and records created or left by humans. Many
types of unobtrusive data provide avenues for the study of subjects that
might otherwise be very difficult or impossible to investigate. Furthermore,
as Schwartz and Jacobs (1979, pp. 183ff) so articulately point out in their dis-
cussion on the sociology of everyday life, a formal sociologica study of the
triviaand minutiae of everyday lifeisno easy task. By thevery act of making
trivia a topic of study and recognizing its prevalence and importance in
everyday life, sociologists change the very thing they seek to study; that is,
triviais no longer trivia, it now becomes important. The very way that one
regards the world around them will have a significant effect on how they per-
form during their everyday life. Certainly, this too will affect how they con-
duct research (Glassner & Hertz, 1999).

In this chapter, several broad categories of unobtrusive strategies are
examined in detail. This approach is not meant to suggest that the various
unobtrusive techniques are necessarily ordered in this manner. It isintended,
rather, to smplify presentation by simultaneously discussing similar tech-
niques under like headings. The categories will be considered under the
headings, "Archival Strategies’ and "Physical Erosion and Accretion.”

ARCHIVAL STRATEGIES

As Denzin (1978, p. 219) remarks, archival records can be divided into public
archival recordsand private archival records. In the case of theformer, records
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are viewed as prepared for the expressed purpose of examination by others.
Although access to public archives may be restricted to certain groups (for
example, certain law enforcement records, credit histories, school records,
and so on) they are typically prepared for some audience. As a result, public
archival records tend to be written in more or less standardized form and
arranged in the archive systematicaly (for instance, aphabeticaly, chrono-
logicaly, or numerically indexed).

In contrast to these public orientations and forma structures, private
archival records typically are intended for personal (private) audiences.
Except for published versions of a diary or personal memoirs (which in effect
become parts of the public archival system), private archival records reach
extremely smdl—if any—audiences.

Public Archives

Traditionaly, the term archive brings to mind some form of library. Although
libraries are indeed archives, so too are graveyard tombstones, hospital
admittance records, computer-accessed bulletin boards, motor vehicle reg-
istries, newspaper morgues, arrest records, and even credit companies
billing records. AsWebb et al. (1981) suggest, virtually any running record pro-
vides akind of archive.

In addition to providing large quantities of inexpensive data, archival
material is virtually nonreactive to the presence of investigators. Many
researchers find archival data attractive because public archives utilize more
or less standard formats and filing systems, which makes locating pieces of
data and creating research filing systems for analysis easier.

Naturally, as in any research process, serious errors are possible when
using archival data. However, if this possibility is recognized and controlled,
through data triangulation, for example, errors need not serioudly distort
results (Webb et al., 1981).

Modifying and modernizing the four broad categories suggested by
Webb et a. (1966, 1981), results in a three-category scheme. This second
scheme identifies varieties of public archival data as commercia media
accounts, actuarial records, and officid documentary records.

Commercial Media Accounts. Commercial media accounts represent any
written, drawn, or recorded (video or audio) material produced for general
or mass consumption. This may include such items as newspapers, books,
magazines, television program transcripts, videotapes, drawn comics, maps,
and so forth.

When Johannes Gutenberg developed the movable type printing press,
he could not have foreseen the advances in the technology of writing and
publishing that are commonplace today. With the assistance of microchips,
microprocessors, and laser printers, the only limitations on writing, storage,
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and printing are now time and inclination. Similarly, with technical develop-
ments in video cameras and recorders making such equipment affordable,
new worlds of running records have been opened to both officad agencies
and private citizens.

One excellent illustration of the use of television program transcripts as
atype of public archival record is Molotch and Boden's (1985) examination of
the congressional Watergate hearings of 1973. In their effort to examine the
way people invoke routine conversational proceduresto gain power, Molotch
and Boden created transcriptions from videotapes of the hearings. By exam-
ining the conversational exchanges between relevant parties during the hear-
ings, Molotch and Boden (1985) manage to develop a blow-by-blow account
of domination in the making.

In a similar vein, following the O. J. Simpson trial, Frank Schmalleger
(1996) offered a commentary on the exchanges between the defense and pros-
ecution based upon court transcripts he downloaded from the Internet.

Molotch and Boden (1985) are primarily concerned with the audio por-
tion of the videotapes. Schmalleger (1996) is similarly interested only in the
written transcript of verba exchanges. Other researchers, however, have con-
centrated on visual renderings, such as still photographs. Jackson (1977), for
example, used photographs to depict the prison experience in hisKilling Time:

Lifeinthe Arkansas Penitentiary. Another exampleof the use of still photographs

is Goffman's (1979) examination of gender in advertisements. Goffman's
research suggests that gender displays, like other socia rituals, reflect vital fea
tures of socid structure—both negative and counterbalancing positive ones.

As another illustration, Gottschalk (1995) recently used photographs as
an intricate element in his ethnographic exploration of the "Strip" in Las
Vegas. Gottschalk's use of photos evokes an emotional content about the Strip
not actually possible in words aone. Ther inclusion, then, sgnificantly
heightens the written account of his ethnography.

Actuarial Records. Actuarial records also tend to be produced for specia or
limited audiences but are typicdly available to the public under certain cir-
cumstances. These items include birth and death records; records of mar-
riages and divorces; application information held by insurance and credit
companies, title, land, and deed information; and similar demographic or res-
idential types of records.

Private industry has long used actuarial information as data. Insurance
companies, for example, establish their price structures according to life
expectancy as mediated by such factors aswhether the applicant smokes, drinks
liquor, sky dives (or engagesin other life-threatening activities), worksin adan-
gerous occupation, and so forth. Smilarly, socia scientists may use certain actu-
aria data to assess various socid phenomena and/or problems. Although each
of these preceding categories of public archival datamay certainly be separated
conceptualy, it should be obvious that considerable overlap may occur.
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Although archival information is a rich source of primary data, abeit
underused, such data frequently contain severa innate flaws as well. For
example, missing elements in an officid government document may repre-
sent attempts to hide the very information of interest to the investigators, or
missing portions of some officdd document may have merely resulted from
the carelessness of the last person who looked at the document and lost
apage.

It is sometimes difficult to determine possible effects from editorial bias
and control over what gets published and what does not. Bradley et al. (1979)
expressly mention this element as one of two weaknesses in their study of
cartoons in men's magazines in relation to the changing nature of male sex-
ual mores and prostitution. In addition, they indicate as a second weakness
their inability to measure precisely audience reaction merely by examining
cartoonsthat appeared in Esquire and Playboy over a 40-year period.

When dealing with aggregate statistical data, missing values or nonre-
sponses to particular questions can be accounted for. In some instances, data
sets can be purchased and cleaned of any such missing pieces of information.
Unfortunately, when using archival data, it may sometimes be impossible to
determine, let alone account for, what or why pieces of data are missing. This
again suggests the need to incorporate multiple measures and techniques in
order to reduce potential errors, but it should not prevent or discourage the use
of archival data.

Formal actuaria records (for instance, birth, death, and marriage records)
have been used frequently as data in social science research. Aggregate data
such as aptitude test scores, age, income, number of divorces, smoker or non-
smoker, gender, occupation, and the like are the life blood of many govern-
mental agencies (as wdll as certain private companies). Marvin Cooke, for
example, used Census data to argue that increases in the number of poor sin-
gle femae heads of household in Tulsa, Oklahoma, are associated with the
losses of jobs for maleswho would most likely be their potential marriage part-
ners (Cooke, 1998).

Among the more interesting variations on unobtrusive actuarial data
are those described by Warner (1959). As part of his classic five-volume series
on "Yankee City" (the other volumes include Warner & Lunt, 1941, 1942,
Warner & Srole, 1945; Warner & Low, 1947), Warner offered The Living and the
Dead: A Sudy of the Symbolic Life of Americans.

In his study, Warner (1959) used officid cemetery documents to estab-
lish a history of the dead and added interviewing, observation, and exami-
nation of eroded traces as elementsin his description of graveyards. From his
data, Warner was able to suggest various apparent socid structures present
in graveyards that resembled those present in the social composition of Yan-
kee City (Newburyport, Massachusetts). For instance, the size of headstones
typically was larger for men than for women, plots were laid out so that the
father of a family would be placed in the center, and so forth.
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Wehb et al. (1981, p. 93) point out that tombstones themselves can be
interesting sources of data. Webb et a. (1981) also mention the possible analy-
ss of different cultures by, for example, considering the relative size of the
headstones of men as compared to women.

In fact, tombstones often reveal several other interesting things. For
example, most tombstones contain birth and death dates, and many include
socid role information (for example, "beloved son and father," "loving wife
and sister"). In some cases, the cause of death may even be mentioned (for
instance, "The plague took him, God rest his soul” or "Killed by Indians"). In
conseguence, tombstones cease to be merely grave markers and become
viable actuarial records. Examination of information in a given cemetery can
reveal waves of illness, natural catastrophes, relative socid status and pres-
tige, ethnic dratification, and many other potentially meaningful facts.

Official Documentary Records. Schools, socid agencies, hospitals, retail
establishments, and other organizations have reputations for creating an
abundance of written records, files, and communications (Bogdan & Biklen,
1992). Many people regard this mountain of paper—or electronic records—as
something other than officid documents. In fact, official documentary records
are originally produced for some special limited audiences, even if they even-
tually find their way into the public domain. These records may include offi-
cid court transcripts, police reports, census information, financial records,
crime statistics, political speech transcripts, internally generated government
agency reports, school records, bills of lading, sales records, and similar doc-
uments. Officid documents may also include less obvious, and sometimes
less openly available, forms of communications such as interoffice memos,
printed e-mail messages, minutes from meetings, organizational newsletters,
and so forth. These materials often convey important and useful information
that aresearcher can effectivdy use as data.

Officid documentary records may offer particularly interesting sources
of data. Blee (1987), for example, bases her investigation of gender ideology
and the role of women in the early Ku Klux Klan on a content analysis of offi-
cid documentary records. As Blee (1987, p. 76) describesiit, "The analysis of
the WKKK [Women's Ku Klux Klan] uses speeches and articles by the impe-
rial commander of the women's klan, legflets and recruiting material and
internal organizational documents such as descriptions of ceremonies, rituals
and robes and banners, membership application forms and the WKKK con-
stitution and laws."

Inastudy by Mdichar (1987), the evolution of the Montana Clean Air Act
of 1967 was investigated by examining socid definitions surrounding theissue
of air pollution. In his study, public documents and depth interviews provide
the primary data. Among the documents utilized by Melichar (1987, p. 52) are
"legidative committee records, written testimony, house and senate journals,
persona files, Montana Power Company's legidative files, and newspapers.”
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Naturaly, not al research questions can be answered through the use of
archival data, or at least not archival data alone. Some studies, however, are so
well suited to archival data that attempts to examine phenomena in another
manner might not prove as fruitful. For example, Poole and Regoli (1981) were
interested in assessing professiona prestige associated with criminology and
criminal justice journals. In order to assess this, they counted the number of
citationsfor variousjournals (inthe Index of Social Science Citations) and ranked
each cited journal from most to least citations. The operative assumption was
that thejournals with the greatest frequency of citation reflected the subjective
preference of professionals working in the field. In consequence, thosejournals
that enjoyed the most frequent reference in scholarly works possessed the
greatest amount of prestige.

In a similar fashion, Thomas and Bronick (1984) examined the profes-
siona prestige of graduate criminology and criminal justice programs by
ranking each on the basis of volume of publication citations per faculty mem-
ber during a single year (1979-1980). Thomas and Bronick examined both the
total number of citations of faculty in each department studied and the num-
ber of citations per each experience year of faculty members in each depart-
ment. By assessing both the quantity of publications and publication weight
(by considering proportions of publications in prestigious journals) Thomas
and Bronick managed to rank the graduate programs.

Although most archiva data can be managed unobtrusively, researchers
must sometimes be cautious regarding certain ethical concerns. For example,
since some archives include certain identifiers such as names and addresses,
their use requires that researchers take steps to ensure confidentidity. For
instance, police complaint records typically are open to the public (with the
exception of certain criminal complaints involving minors) and contain much
identifying information. Smilarly, during the recent past, a growing number of
newspapers have begun publishing policeblotter sections. Thesetypically indi-
cate the names, addresses, occupations, charges, and frequently the case dispo-
sitions of crimes committed during the day or evening preceding the published
account. Certainly these types of data could provevaluablein avariety of stud-
ies. But careis necessary if you areto avoid identifying the individual s depicted
in these press accounts or crime reports.

A simple removal of certain particularly sensitive identifiers (for exam-
ple, names and addresses) and aggregation of the data according to some
nonidentifying factor might be sufficient. For instance, in a study of crime in
relation to geographic-environmental factors that was mapped by C. Ray JH-
ferys, particulars of identity were unnecessary. Using officid criminal reports
occurring in Atlanta during 1985 and 1986, Jefferys annotated a map of the
city and identified high-risk locations for particular categories of crime.

Socid scientists have traditionally used a variety of officid types of
reports and records. Several governmental agencies exist literally in order to
generate, assess, and disseminate research information. In many cases, in
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addition to straightforward statistical analysis, detailed reports and mono-
graphs are made available. Further, and because of the technological
advances in audio- and videotaping devices, it is becoming increasingly pos-
sihle to obtain verbatim accounts of governmental hearings, congressiona
sessions, and similar events.

Burstein and Freudenberg (1978), for example, were interested in how
public opinion influenced legidative votes. Although legislators certainly
possess the right to vote their consciences even against the general wishes of
their constituents, they do not usually do so. Burstein and Freudenberg exam-
ined 91 bills and motions, concerning the issue of the Vietham War, submit-
ted both before and after the 1970 invasion of Cambodia. These bills were
compared against public opinion poll information that had been conducted
throughout the war years and ranged from opinions against the war from the
beginning to those opinions that approved of and supported the ways the
president handled the situation.

Stated smply, Burstein and Freudenberg (1978) found that before the
1970 invasion of Cambodia, public opinion had an influence on some of the
dovish (antiwar) legislators but that hawkish (prowar) legislators were
generally unaffected. Similarly, funding the Vietnam War, although not a
particularly important dimension in affecting vote outcomes before 1970, did
become relevant in votes after the 1970 invasion. The explanation offered by
Burstein and Freudenberg suggests that while the financial costs of Vietnam
were bearable before the invasion of Cambodia, these costs became
insupportable after the invasion.

Today, in addition to voting records, the behavior of Congress and state
legidatures can be unobtrusively assessed through other traces. Because of
technological innovations and increased permissiveness on the part of state
and federd legidators (perhaps in response to the secretiveness that sur-
rounded Watergate) many congressional and state legislature debates and
votes are televised.

Videotape can now capture the kind of joke-making at one another's
expense that is rather common in state legislature committee meetings, as
well as the various symbolic gestures and ceremonia rituals that typicaly
occur but have gone unrecorded for years. Analysis of these types of interac-
tions may reveal some interesting and telling things about how both politics
and votes actually operate.

For example, Masters and Sullivan, professors at Dartmouth College,
have examined meanings encoded in the racia grimaces and symbolic ges-
tures of politicians during speeches. In order to study the various clucks, fur-
rowed brows, smiles, head tilts, hand motions, and so forth, Masters and Sul-
livan examined videotapes of speeches made by political leaders (Masters &
Sullivan, 1989).

The use of videotape in a variety of settings is becoming one of the most
useful and complete running records available to archival researchers. Exami-
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nation of videotape records, to quote Bdl Telephone, "is amost like being
there." Many law enforcement agencies, for example, now routinely videotape
persons as they are tested for driving while intoxicated, or when conducting
crime scene investigations, and maintain these taped records for prolonged
periods of time (Berg, 1999).

Educationa researchers have long recognized the utility of videotaping
in classroom- and playground-based studies; the videotapes frequently pro-
vide access for other investigators who may use these videotapes as a source
of secondary data for analysis (Stigler, et el., 1999).

Albrecht (1985) described the uses of videotape and film—for defining
socid problems (including uncovering secrets about situations), creating
records of behavior, testing the representative nature of these records, con-
structing hypotheses, and building grounded theory.

As noted in Chapter 6, many ethnographies of schooling have been
compiled by using videotaping strategies. For example, Erickson and Mohatt
(1988) describe their efforts to uncover cultural organizations of participation
structure in classrooms. They videotaped both first-grade teachers and their
students across a one-year period. In order to capture the students and their
teachers in usual interaction routines, each hour-long tape cassette was pho-
tographed with a minimum of camera editing. In other words, the camera
operator did not pan the room or zoom in and out for close-ups. Rather, wide-
angle shots of the classroom and its participants were utilized. The result was
an effective collection of data that gave a microethnographic look at how
interactions between teachers and students differ when the two groups
belong to different cultural groups (in this case, Native American and
non-Native American).

Certainly videotapes should prove to be important and useful as audio-
visual transcripts of officia proceedings, capturing emergent and/or serendip-
itous acts in various socid settings, and creating behavioral records. In fact, in
1987, the American Behavioral Scientist devoted an entire issue to the use of
videocassette recorders (VCRs) in research. But other video-related officid doc-
uments may prove equally useful—in particular, the receipt records from sales
and rentals of commercia video programs. For example, the issue of whether
watching violence on television isrelated to committing violence in society is a
long-standing question. In 1969, the National Commission on the Causes and
Prevention of Violence (Eisenhower, 1969, p. 5) concluded: "Violence ontelevi-
sion encourages violent forms of behavior, and fosters moral and socid values
about violence in daily life which are unacceptable in civilized society."

Since 1969, a number of studies have similarly concluded that watching
violent television programs encourages violent behavior (see Comstock, 1977,
Eron, 1980; Phillips, 1983). Y the debate over whether watching violence on
televison encourages violent behavior continues. Central issues in this
debate include the question of whether people who became aggressive after
viewing violent programs might already have been aggressive; whether the
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violence depicted on the program was or was not rewarded and/or judtified
(that is, was it the good guys or the bad guys who were violent?), and
whether the viewer was watching a red-life violent event (e.g., hockey, box-
ing, footbal) or afictionalized one.

Although television certainly offers an inexpensive education in a vari-
ety of violent techniques, so too can video rental stores. Since videotape rental
stores have sprouted up across the nation faster than weeds grow in a veg-
etable garden, they may offer an efficient measure of popular film genre
choices. Whether their records amount to boxes of sales receipts or, more than
likely, microcomputer disks, comprehensive records of the titles that are
rented or sold and the frequency of rentals or sales are potentially available.

By identifying and tabulating the rental rate of certain movies that
depict a range and variety of violence, researchers may be able to discover
which dimensions of violence appear to be the most popular (e.g., vigilante
behavior, retdiation, national reprisals, sporting events, and so on).

In addition, since sales dips are keyed to membership's identification
numbers (0 that store owners can keep tabs on their wares), it may be possi-
ble to gain demographic information on who rents what by checking mem-
bership application records (another officid document record). Estimates of
which films are rented how frequently and by whom may allow greater
understanding of Eron's (1980) notion that watching violence may encourage
desensitization, role-modeling, and approval of violence in others.

Webb et al. (1981) may have been correct at the time when they suggested
that videotaped records were disorganized and not widely accessible, but times
have changed. Webb et a. (1981, p. 119) note, "As yet newspapers and maga
zZines, the print media, provide the only dependable archives for study since
television, radio, movies, and so on, the visual and auditory media, are either
not so dependably archived or else archives are not readily available to those
who might want to study them."

During the past severd years, the use of videotape equipment has grown
not only in officid circles but dso among researchers and private citizens as
well. In addition to sales and rental suppliers, most urban library systems now
possess fairly sizable collections of videotaped movies and documentaries.
Even children'sbooks and games have begun to appear in video format. Super-
markets and convenience stores now carry video libraries. Large video store
chains and small mom-and-pop video stores have sprung up across the nation.
The array of possible uses and the access to video data have simply grown too
large to be overlooked or ignored by researchers any longer.

Although video technology might have us looking toward moving pic-
torial representation of life, ill photography aso possesses considerable
research value. Analysis of photographs, or visual ethnography, asitis some-
times called (Schwartz, 1989), offers yet another interesting avenue for unob-
trusive research. The use of photographs as data requires atheory of how pic-
tures should be used by both picture makers and viewers. Photos can be used
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either as datain themselves (Dowdall & Golden, 1989) or to assist in the con-
duct of interviews (Musdllo, 1980; Wagner, 1979). In the former case, photos
provide a sense of what existed, perhaps years in the past, as well as a view-
point—namely, that of the photographer.

Photographs, however, can mean different things to different people.
They aso may intentionally reflect the photographer's viewpoint and not the
viewer's. Thus, many researchers consider photographs somewhat ambigu-
ous. Rather than seeing this ambiguity as a disadvantage, however, visua
ethnographers seeit asanegotiation of meanings by viewers. These researchers
believe that photos can be presented to people and discussed within the com-
fortable context of afamily viewing of pictures. By doing this, visual ethnogra-
phers suggest that they can identify a verba context for delineating what
should be seen in a photo and what significance can be attached to various
images (Musdlo, 1980; Schwartz, 1989).

In effect, what arisesin some casesisakind of photo-interview (Schwartz,
1989). In this situation, interviews actually center on or around a discussion
of photographs. When interviews are held in comfortable locales, such as
subjects homes or lounges, the interaction is quite relaxed. While more intru-
sive than actual unobtrusive measures, such photo-interviews create the
familiar context of friends looking at and chatting about family photos.

Similarly, audio recordings as data also have a wide variety of applica
tions. Audiotapes of natural conversations are typicaly used by conversa
tional analysts as the sole source of data (Schwartz & Jacaobs, 1979).

As Chapter 9 more fully details, oral histories are often recorded or tran-
scribed, creating excellent data for present or future unobtrusive researchers.
This form of history-telling (Portelli, 1992), creating records of oral histories,
also suggests some intrusion into the lives of subjects. However, ora histori-
ans and historiographers (discussed in Chapter 9) often create and archive
documents that later researchers can use as unobtrusive data.

Other Types of Official Documentary Sources of Data. Wehb et al. (1981,
pp. 108ff) suggest that researchers have used a variety of interesting officid
documents as unobtrusive data. Among these are weather report datain rela
tion to bad moods (Persinger, 1975); emotional well-being and altruism
(Cunningham, 1979); seasonal effects on panhandlers (Cialdini et d., 1975);
and climate in relation to sexual activity (Smolensky, 1980).

Along similar lines, Freedman (1979) indicated that the self-admittance
patient census in a New York state psychiatric facility located in Syracuse
increased significantly following the first freeze (late November or early
December). Conversdly, Freedman suggested a like number of discharges
occurred suddenly around late March and April (after which they tapered
off) as the weather grew warmer. Freedman's explanation was that street peo-
ple checked themselves into the facility to avoid the severely cold winter
weather of Syracuse.
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Private Archives: Solicited and Unsolicited Documents

Thus far, the discussion has centered on running records prepared primarily
for mass public consumption. Other types of archival records, however, are
created for smaller, more specific audiences than the public in general. These
private archival records include autobiographies (memoirs), diaries and let-
ters, home movies and videos, and artistic and creative artifacts (drawings,
sketches). In some cases, these documents occur naturally and are discovered
by the investigators (unsolicited documents); in other situations, documents
may be requested by investigators (solicited documents). An example of an
unsolicited private record might be an existing house log, for instance, of a
delinquency group home, which could be used to investigate saff and client
relationships in order to determine misbehavior patterns. An example of a
solicited document, on the other hand, would be a daily work journal kept by
nurses in an intensive care unit at the request of researchers for the purpose
of assessing daff and task effectiveness.

Private records are particularly useful for creating case studies or life
histories. Typicdly, owing to the personal nature of private documents, the
subjects own definitions of the situation emerge in their private records,
along with the ways they make sense of their daily living routines. Precisdly,
these bits of self-disclosure alow researchers to draw out complete pictures
of the subjects perceptions of their life experiences.

Perhaps the most widely accepted form of personal document is the
autobiography. In their discussions of autobiographies, Bogdan and Taylor
(1975), Denzin (1978), Webb et a. (1981), and Taylor and Bogdan (1998), each
draw extensively from Airport's (1942) monograph entitled The Use of Per-
sonal Documents in Psychological Science. Allport distinguishes among three
types of autobiography: comprehensive autobiographies, topical autobiogra-
phies, and edited autobiographies.

Comprehensive Autobiography. Inexperienced researchers are usualy
most familiar with the comprehensive autobiography. This category of auto-
biography spans the life of the individual from his or her earliest recall to the
time of the writing of the work and includes descriptions of life experiences,
personal insights, and anecdotal reminiscences (Smith, 1994; Taylor & Bog-
dan, 1998).

Topical Autobiography. In contrast to the rounded and complete descrip-
tion of experiences offered in comprehensive autobiographies, atopical autobi-
ography offers a fragmented picture of life. Denzin (1978, p. 221) suggests that
Sutherland's (1937) treatment of "Chic Conwell," who was a professiona
thief, illustrates this type of autobiographical style. The topical autobiography
is an "excison from the life of the subject. As such it invites comparison with
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other kinds of lives" (Denzin, 1978, p. 221). Other examples of this sort of exci-
sion are Bogdan's (1974) examination of "Jane Fry," a prostitute, and Rettig,
Torres, and Garrett's (1977) examination of "Manny," a criminal drug addict.

Edited Autobiography. In the case of edited autobiographies, researchers
serve as editors and commentators, eliminating any repetition in descriptions,
making lengthy discourses short and crisp, and highlighting and amplifying
selected segments of the material while deleting other segments. Regarding
the issue of which segments should be edited and which retained as intended
by the author, Allport (1942, p. 78) offers abroad guideline and suggests that
al unigue styles of speech (for example, dang, colloquialism, street jargon,
and the like) remain unedited. Researchers should only edit for the sake of
clarity—eliminating repetition; shortening long, convoluted explanations; and
so forth. An example of such an edited life history can be found in the writing
of Jane Ribbens (1998) who describes the nature of motherhood from an auto-
biographical perspective.

The intimacy afforded by diaries and personal journals, although con-
ceptually recognized by Allport (1942) and Denzin (1978), remains an under-
utilized element in research. In diaries, individuals are free to express their
fedings, opinions, and understandings fully. In contrast, published autobi-
ographies must maintain the readers' interest or perhaps distort redlity in
order to project the author's desired public image.

Kevin Courtright (1994) suggests there are severa important advantages
to using the diary method. Firg, it provides a defense against memory decay as
respondents are typically asked to record their events either as they happen or
shortly thereafter. Second, respondents who are asked to keep diaries act both
asperformersandinformants. Thus, diariesare ableto provideinformation about
the writer (as performer) and of others who interact with the respondent/
writer (as observer). Asinformant, the respondent is able to reflect on hisor her
own performance, and that of those with whom he or she has interacted. The
respondent can further articulate explanations of purpose, dlocate praise or
blame, and even act as a critic. Findly, the diary method provides an opportu-
nity for the subject to reflectively recreate the events, since the diary is written
and maintained by the subject him or hersdf (Courtright, 1994).

Reinharz (1992) has discussed the use of autobiography by feminist socia
researchers. Reinharz suggests that some feminist researchers have written
full autobiographies (e.g., Hewlett, 1986; Oakley, 1984; Riley, 1988). However, a
greater number of feminist researchers have offered self-disclosures in either
prefaces or postscripts to their published research. These explanations or expo-
sitions of personal and professiona lives can provide subject matter similar to
more traditional autobiographica data.

The use of autobiography continues to meet resistance in some aca
demic circles, and has even been called "self-indulgent” (Mykhalovskiy,
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1996). In defense of the strategy of autobiography, Mykhalovskiy (1996, p.
134) has written, "The abstract, disembodied voice of traditional academic
discourse [ig a fiction, accomplished through writing and other practices
which remove evidence of atext's author, as part of concealing the condition
of itsproduction." But, dl in dl, autobiography, whether offered as a full and
lengthy unfolding of one's life or as snippets of disclosure in prefaces and
appendices, can be extremely useful. This information offers more than sim-
ply a single individual's subjective view on matters. An autobiography can
reflect the social contours of a given time, the prevailing or competing ideo-
logicd orientations of a group, or the sdlf-reflections about one's activities in
various roles. In short, autobiographies offer a solid measure of data for the
research process.

Another distinct form of intimate private record is the letter. In contrast
to the autobiography or diary, the letter is not simply achronicle of past expe-
riences. Letters are designed to communicate something to some other per-
son. Asaresult, they are geared toward a dual audience—namely, the writer
and the recipient (Denzin, 1978). The topic of the letter and the socid roles
and personal relationships of both the writer and receiver must therefore be
considered.

The classic example of letters as a source of research data, of course, is
Thomasand Znaniecki's (1927) The Polish Peasant. Intheir study, Thomasand
Znaniecki learned of an extensive correspondence among recent Polish immi-
grants in America and their friends and relatives remaining in Poland. As
part of their pool of data, Thomas and Znaniecki solicited copies of letters
written to Poland as well as those received by Polish immigrants from their
homeland. A small fee was offered for each letter submitted. Typicaly, how-
ever, they received only one side of a given letter exchange. In spite of limi-
tations, Thomas and Znaniecki managed to uncover avariety of socia values
and cultural strains associated with the transition from Poland to America

Suicide has been studied using letters as a viable data source (Garfinkd,
1967; Jacobs, 1967). In one study, Jacobs examined 112 suicide notes and found
that the notes could be categorized into six groups, the largest of which was
what Jacobs (1967, p. 67) termed first form notes. One manifest theme in these
notes was the authors' requests for forgiveness or indulgence. From the content
of these suicide notes, Jacobs deduced that the authors were involved in long-
standing and complex problems. Unable to solve the problems, they found no
rational alternative other than taking their own lives. In order tojustify thisfind
act, the individual s begged indulgence and forgiveness from the survivors.

Another example of letters as data is Eckberg's (1984) examination of
job rgection letters as evidence of bureaucratic propaganda. According to
Eckberg (1984), rgjection letters reveal how documents may be utilized as
propaganda in order to legitimate the work of an organization. The centra
purpose of such efforts is the creation or maintenance of a definition of the
organization's socid redlity and a projection of this image in the letters,
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A Last Remark about Archival Records

Throughout the preceding review of various archival studies, a variety of
research topics were related to archival materials. The purpose of thiswas to
suggest the versatility and range of knowledge that can be served by archival
research.

An attempt was also made to indicate both the enormous quantity of
information and the technological innovations available in connection to
archival data. Collections of both privately and publicly held videotaped
materials are certainly among the most striking and exciting of recent addi-
tions to viable archival sources.

However, researchers should be cautious in the use of archival data.
Although an extraordinarily useful source of data for some research ques-
tions, archives may be the wrong source of data for some other questions. It
is particularly important to use multiple procedures (triangulation) when
working with archival datain order to reduce possible sources of error (miss-
ing data and so on).

PHYSICAL EROSION AND ACCRETION:
HUMAN TRACES AS DATA SOURCES

Asimplied in the section title, what followsis an examination of various phys-
ical traces. Quite literdly, traces are physical items left behind by humans,
often as the result of some unconscious or unintentional activity, that tell us
something about these individuals. Because these traces have been left behind
without the producers knowledge of their potential usefulness to socid sci-
entists, these pieces of research information are nonreactively produced. Two dis-
tinct categories of traces are erosion measures (indicators of wearing down or
away) and accretion measur es (indicators of accumulation or build-up).

Erosion Measures

Physical evidence is often the key to solving criminal cases. Similarly, physi-
ca evidence is frequently the key to resolving social scientific questions in
research. Erosion measures include severd types of evidence indicating that
varying degrees of sdlective wear or use have occurred on some object or
material. In most cases, erosion measures are used with other techniques in
order to corroborate one another.

An example of an erosion measure would be using replacement records
in order to determine which of a series of high school French language tapes
was most frequently used. The hypothesis would be that the tape that
required the greatest amount of repair or replacement was the one most fre-
guently used. Unfortunately, severa other explanations exist for why a
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particular tape frequently needs repair. In other words, there can be alterna
tive hypotheses to explain this erosion. Thus, caution is once again advised
when using erosion measures.

In spite of their obvious limitations as data sources, erosion measures do
contribute interestingly to social scientific research. Perhaps the most widely
quoted illustration of how erosion measures operate involves a study at the
Chicago Museum of Science and Industry cited by Webb et al. (1981, p. 7):

A committee was formed to set up a psychological exhibit at Chicago's Museum
of Science and Industry. The committee learned that the vinyl tiles around the
exhibit containing live, hatching chicks had to be replaced every six weeks or so;
tiles in other areas of the museum went for years without replacement. A com-
parative study of the rate of tile replacement around the various museum
exhibits could give a rough ordering of the popularity of the exhibits.

Webb et a. (1981) additionally note that beyond the erosion measure, unob-
trusive observations (covert observers) indicated that people stood in front of
the chick display longer than they stood near any other exhibit. Additional
evidence may be necessary to determine whether the wear shown on tiles
near the chick exhibit resulted from many different people walking by or
smaller numbers of people standing and shuffling their feet over prolonged
periods of time. Nonetheless, the illustration does indicate the particularly
interesting kinds of information provided by augmenting data sources with
erosion measures. This case further illustrates how multiple measures may be
used to corroborate one another.

Another example of an erosion measure cited by Webb et a. (1981)
involves the examination of wear on library books as an index of their popu-
larity. A variation on this book-wear index might be the examination of text-
books being sold back to abookstore in order to determine if any signs of use
are apparent. For example, if the spine of the book has been broken, it might
indicate that the student had actually opened and turned the pages. You
might likewise consider whether page corners have been turned down or sec-
tions of text highlighted.

Accretion Measures

In contrast to the selective searching out of materials suggested in erosion
measures, accretion measures represent deposits over time. These trace ele-
ments are laid down naturally, without intrusion from researchers.

As an illustration of accretion measures, consider the findings in Siu's
(cited in Burgess & Bogue, 1964) study of Chinese laundrymen. Siu found
that calendars with nude female figures were common in certain laundry
shops. The study showed that such calendars were more frequently hung in
shops run by younger men who were labeled sexual deviants by others. Per-
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haps more significant, Siu suggested that displays of these calendars were
due to the Chinese laundrymen's view that it was legitimate to associate with
prostitutes. Su explained that hanging calendars with nudes merely served
to reinforce this general beief pattern.

Although accretion measures may seem more immediately related to
the example of paint deposits described in the beginning of this chapter, that
is but one form of accretion. As illustrated in the Siu study, the deposit
of almost any object or material by humans can be an accretion. In fact, as
illustrated by the work of Rathje (1979), even garbage may contain important
cluesto socid culture.

Another illustration of accretion is the examination by Klofas and Cut-
shall (1985) of graffiti collected from the walls of an abandoned Massachusetts
juvenile correctiond facility. The graffiti for the study were transcribed verba-
tim from the walls of the facility (including walls in corridors, bedrooms, the
dining hall, and day rooms). Klofas and Cutshall were able to describejuvenile
incarceration culture from this graffiti, aswell as shed new light on the influence
of the socid higtorical context under which this prison subculture emerged.

Some Final Remarks about Physical Traces

There are several advantages to erosion and accretion measures. Certainly, it
should be clear that they are themselves rather inconspicuous and unaffected
by researchers who locate and observe them. In consequence, the trace data
are largely free of any reactive measurement effects. However, interpreting
these physical traces and affixing meaning is problematic and may severely
bias the results. Thus, researchers must always remember to obtain corrobo-
ration. Smilarly, any single trace of physical evidence may have strong popu-
lation restrictions (Webb et ., 1981, p. 32). Itisnot likely, for example, that a
complete description of some group can be accomplished on the merits of
some worn spot on atile or a smudge on some wall. Smilarly, physical traces
may be selectively found only at certain times and in only certain places. Den-
zin (1978, p. 260) offers the following example:

Chinese laundrymen may no longer display calendars with nude women, or
they may only make such displays when their wives are not living with them. In
this respect it would be inappropriate to draw conclusions about their relation-
ship to sexual ideology without data on the temporal and spatial dimensions.

Certainly, for example, Chinese laundrymen today, to the extent that they
gl exist, are likely to be considerably different from their counterparts in the
1920s when Siu made his study [actualy his dissertation].

In conclusion, physical traces, although terribly interesting and useful
in many ways, are only one of several possible strategies that should be used
in concert.
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TRYING IT OUT

Researchers can practice using unobtrusive measures in a variety of ways.
Some of the unobtrusive data more readily accessible for students/researchers
arethose offered in the headlines of daily newspapers, the covers of magazines,
the commercias on television, thetitles of movies they view on their videocas-
sette players, and so forth.

Suggestion 1. One fairly straightforward practice project involves a study
of textbook use. By examining the books in school bookstores marked "used,”
you can get an idea about how well read these used books were. You should
note, for example, how many were never opened, as evidenced by uncracked
spines. You should consider as well how many have been written in (either
with marginal notes or highlight markers) and perhaps whether only certain
portions of the books have been read, which may be discerned by looking at
the bottom edge of the text.

Look firg to see if only segments of the pages have been separated one
from the other (as a result of the book being opened and pages turned). Next,
notice at what point pages appear to have never been opened (where they fit
neatly and flatly together). You might even consider using a ruler and meas-
uring to the place where the pages begin to be neat and flat in order to assess
what proportion of each text (in inches) has customarily been read.

Suggestion 2. Another possible practice project using unobtrusive mea-
sures might be to examine solicited documents. On a designated day, every-
one in a class should be asked to keep a diary. Ask that entries be as detailed
as possible and that they include a comprehensive description of activities
and events occurring throughout the day. These solicited diary or journa
pages will form the base of the practice project's data.

From this data, the researchers may examine entries from an assortment
of perspectives. One researcher might, for example, consider similarities or
differences that emerge during a given hour or activity—Ilunch, for instance.
Another researcher might look for linguistic characteristics, such as the use of
certain types of colloquialisms. Another investigator might even consider
reading Chapter 11 (on content analysis) in order to identify a number of
other possible practice uses for these particular types of data.

Suggestion 3. A find practice suggestion involves obtaining permission
from a campus organization or group to review the minutes of meetings for
the past several years. Using this data, identify possible patterns such as
cliques of members who seem to make similar motions, voting records, who
holds positions of leadership, and so forth. It may be best to use a group or
organization that you belong to (a fraternity, sorority, or political group).
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CHAPTER 9

HISTORIOGRAPHY AND
ORAL TRADITIONS

WHAT IS HISTORICAL RESEARCH?

What exactly is meant by historical research? The obvious answer to this
guestion is that historical research or historiography is an examination of ele-
ments from history. Unfortunately, this answer begs the next question—
namely, What is history? Often, in common parlance, the term history is used
synonymously with the word past and, in turn, refers conceptualy to past
events of long ago (Hamilton, 1993). From a socia science perspective, his-
tory is an account of some past event or a series of events. Historiography,
then, is amethod for discovering, from records and accounts, what happened
during some past period (Marshall & Rossman, 1999).

Y ou can open textbooks from many disciplines and locatetimelines, lists
or drawings of time-ordered events shown in chronological sequence. This
chronology of historical events alows the presenter to describe interesting or
important past events, people, developments, and thelike. Itisaclassfication
system some might call historical. Further, it provides the reader with a sense
of which things or events came before others. It is not, however, historiogra-
phy. Historical time lines can be quite illuminating and do have their place.
They are, however, passive and somewhat lackluster and lifeless. Historiog-
raphy, on the other hand, attempts to fashion a descriptive written account of
the past. Such a narrative account is flowing, revealing, vibrant, and aive!

Historiography involves far more than the mere retelling of facts from
the past. It is more than linking together tired old pieces of information found
indiaries, letters, or other documents, important as such an activity might be.
Historical research is a once descriptive, factua, and fluid (Matejski, 1986).
Historical research is not merely creative nostalgia. In fact, it is important to
distinguish nostalgia from historical research.

Nostalgia, or the retelling of comfortable past pleasantries, events, or Situ-
ations, lacksresearchrigor. In contrast to nostalgia, historical research attempts
to systematically recapture the complex nuances, the people, meanings, events,
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and even ideas of the past that have influenced and shaped the present (Hamil-
ton, 1993; Leedy, 1999). In nursing research, as Burns and Grove (1993) note,
historical research provides a means for the history of a profession to be trans-
mitted to those entering the profession. Historical analysis of socia knowledge,
traditions, and conditions can increase appreciation and understanding of con-
temporary issues of hedth, race relations, crime and corrections, education,
business trends, and an infinite array of socid, political, and spiritua realms.

Notter (1972) points out that historical research extends beyond a mere
collection of incidents, facts, dates, or figures. It is the study of the relation-
ships among issues that have influenced the past, continue to influence the
present, and will certainly affect the future (Glass, 1989). Ironicaly, it is only
during recent history that standard research methods books have begun look-
ing serioudly at historical research. Many methods texts omit any considera-
tion of this methodology (eg., Gilgun, Day, & Handel, 1992, Bogdan &
Biklen, 1992). In some cases, history is mentioned only in terms of its possible
threat to internal validity (Shaughnessy & Zechmeister, 1990; Frankfort-
Nachmias & Nachmias, 1996); or its effect on construct validity (Taylor, 1994).
In other texts, the use of historical research is used synonymously with com-
parative anaysis (see, for example, Babbie, 1998). Sarnecky (1990), however,
suggests that an increased interest in historiography has been evident during
recent years, which he attributes to the move away from a traditional focus
on abject positivism and toward a broader perspective that is more generally
supportive of knowledge offered by historical research.

Historical research, then, involves a process that examines events or
combinations of events in order to uncover accounts of what happened in the
past. Historica research dlows the contemporary researcher to "dip the
bonds of their own time" (Hamilton, 1993, p. 43) and descend into the past.
This provides access to a broader understanding of human behavior and
thoughts than would be possible if we were trapped in the static isolation of
our own time.

Such tragic isolation is illustrated in H. G. Wells classic, The Time
Machine (published in 1895). When the protagonist arrives in the distant
future, a near Utopia seems to exist. Ye the people of the future millennia
have been actualy raised as the daves and food of a group of mutant crea
tures. When the protagonist tries to learn how such a situation could have
developed, no one can tell him. They have no sense of their history. How
things had come to be as they are and how things might be changed were
concepts lost on these people. They were oblivious to their past, living in the
isolation of a single time period—the present.

Most American students are never formaly introduced to historical
methods of research and analysis. Instead, there seems to be an assumption
that one can become expert at historical research through some tacit process,
that merely by taking a history course or two, one can automatically gain the
ability to perform historical research (Leedy, 1999; Salkind, 1996). Thisis, of
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course, not accurate. There is asimple reason one cannot learn how to do his-
torical research and anaysisin typica history courses: Such courses present
the end product of the research, not the process by which it was uncovered.
Hence, many people confuse the study of history with the method of histori-
ca research.

Nonetheless, understanding the historical nature of phenomena, events,
people, agencies, and even institutions isimportant. In many ways, it may be
as important as understanding the items themselves. One cannot fully evalu-
ate or appreciate advances made in knowledge, policy, science, or technology
without some understanding of the circumstances within which these devel-
opments occurred (Salkind, 1996). There is a parallel with dating. When you
go out on afirst date, there is usually considerable small talk between your-
«df and your date. Each person attempts to get to know the other. Small talk
often centers on questions about your background and the other person's.
Where were you born, raised, and educated? What do you like to do in your
gpare time, and do you have hobbies? What are your favorite foods, colors,
and television shows? Do you or your date have brothers or sisters, and how
well do you each get aong with your parents? All of this information goes
into the process of getting to know each other and into decisions about
whether to go home early, kiss on the first date, or even continue the rela-
tionship. Could you make the decision to continue arelationship and perhaps
even to marry without knowing about the other person's background? It is
unlikely, and so it iswith historical research. Knowledge of the past provides
necessary information to be used in the present in order to determine how
things may be in the future. What, then, does historical research involve?

The magor impetus in historical research, as with other data-collection
strategies, isthe collection of information and the inter pretation or analysis of
the data. Specificaly, historical research is conducted for one or more reasons:
to uncover the unknown; to answer questions; to seek implications or
relationships of events from the past and their connections with the present;
to assess past activities and accomplishments of individuals, agencies, or
ingtitutions; and to aid generaly in our understanding of human culture.

As with the example of getting to know your date, a basic assumption
underlying historical research isthat you can learn about the present from the
past. You must use care, however, and avoid imposition of modern thoughts
or understanding when considering information about the past (Marshall &
Rossman, 1999). Researchers must seek to understand both literal and latent
meanings of documents and other historical sources within their historical
time frames. Definitions and connotations for terms change over time. A hun-
dred years ago, the word nur se conjured up images of hand maidens and sub-
servient clinical helpers to physicians. Today, however, one envisions nurses
as health professionals—members of a team that includes physicians.

Thisis likewise true regarding different cultures and cultural terms and
meanings. You must be careful not to impose your own cultural judgments
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on other cultures meanings. For example, in Isragl today, the common word
for nurse in Hebrew actually translates to sister. It is likely this corresponds
more to the connotation in early American history of the subservient hand
maiden. Ye it would not be appropriate, as it would not be in other research
strategies, to make judgmental statements about the term's connotation.

Passing judgment about the Tightness or wrongness of earlier connota-
tions or meanings within other cultures literally misses the point of historical
research. What should be of interest and importance to the historiographer is
the progression from the older image to the newer one. In the case of differ-
ent cultures, the historical research is interested in comparisons, not judg-
ments. For example, the historical researcher might be interested in the
impact of changed images on modern practices. You might consider how the
meaning of nurse affects patient care, other health professionals, and medical
ingtitutions in general.

Also, historical research provides awindow to understanding today var-
ious symbols used in the past. ElIman (1996) for example, examines the use of
pink and black triangles by the Nazis to designate gay men and women,
respectively. Elman's (1996, p. 3) discussion indicates that the "pink triangles
symbolized the femaeness of this group of detainees whose masculinity was
diminished within the context of Nazi heterosexism.” Leshians were classfied
as asociaswho were made to wear black turned-down triangles. These asocials
were especially despised because the color of their triangle was viewed as an
insult to the black uniform of the dite black-uniformed SS (Schutzstaffel).

LIFE HISTORIES AND HISTORIOGRAPHY

Like the confusion between the concepts of history and historiography, thereis
sometimes a confusion between life histories and historiography. Researchers
taking life histories, as avariation on traditiona depth interviewing strategies,
are sometimes confronted with problems similar to those faced by historiogra-
phers. Thisis because researchers involved in life histories often move beyond
the limits of the depth interview and seek externa corroborating pieces of evi-
dence. Thismay be called construction of alife history and involvesdepth inter-
viewing as merely a single line of action. This may aso cause confusion
because in the construction of a life history, the researcher may find it necessary
to assess the motives of authors of crucial documents. This action is quite Sm-
ilar to how historiographers attempt to make such assessments. For example,
the comments made in a diary or a suicide note must be assessed in order to
ensure who the author is or was and what his or her motive might have been.

These concerns, however, are really issues that lie at the heart of any
form of document analysis. As historical methods unfold throughout the
remainder of this chapter, readers will also see similarities with previous
descriptions of archival unobtrusive strategies.
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From the perspective presented in this book, depth interview life histo-
ries or constructed documentary-based life histories are merely elements
potentially useful as data in the larger historiographic analysis. Thus, any
strategies that attempt to collect information from the past and to weave these
pieces of information into a meaningful set of explanations fit my perspective
on historical research. The reconstruction of the past from such information
or data falsunder the label historiography (Denzin, 1978). Let us further con-
sider the types and sources of data used in historiographies.

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF DATA OF
HISTORICAL RESEARCHERS?

The sources of data used by historiographers parallel those of many other
socid scientists: confidential reports, public records, government documents,
newspaper editorials and stories, essays, songs, poetry, folklore, films, pho-
tos, artifacts, and even interviews or questionnaires. The historiographer clas-
sfiesthesevariousdataaseither primary sourcesor secondary sour ces.

* Primary Sources. These sourcesinvolve the ora or written testimony of
eyewitnesses. They are original artifacts, documents, and items related
to the direct outcome of an event or an experience (Salkind, 1996). They
may include documents, photographs, recordings, diaries, journas, life
histories, drawings, mementos, or other relics.

* Secondary Sources. Secondary sources involve the oral or written testi-
mony of people not immediately present at the time of a given event.
They are documents written or objects created by others that relate to a
specific research question or area of research interest. These elements
represent secondhand or hearsay accounts of someone, some event, or
some devel opment. Secondary sources may include textbooks, encyclo-
pedias, oral histories of individuals or a group, journal articles, news-
paper stories, and even obituary notices (Brink & Wood, 1939; L eedy,
1999). They may aso include information that refers not to a specific
subject but to a class of people (Denzin, 1978). These may involve court
records of delinguents, lab information about asthmatic patients, read-
ing scores of an entire grade level at an elementary school, and other
aggregated information about some group.

DOING HISTORIOGRAPHY:
TRACING WRITTEN HISTORY AS DATA

You begin historical research just as you begin any research project. This was
described in detail in Chapter 2 but bears some reiteration here. You begin
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with an idea or atopic. This may be organized as a research problem, a ques-
tion, a series of questions, or a hypothesis or series of hypotheses.

Next, you seek basic background information through a literature
review. Asyou create this literature review, your topic and questions may be
altered or refined and become clearer and better delineated. Asyou refine the
research focus, you aso begin to consider where and what you will use as
sources of historical data. You might outline this procedure as follows:

. Identify an idea, topic, or research question.

. Conduct a background literature review.

. Refine the research idea and questions.

. Determine that historiography will be the data-collection process.

. Identify and locate primary and secondary data sources.

. Confirm the authenticity and accuracy of source materials.

. Analyze the data and develop a narrative exposition of the findings.

NOoO O~ WNBE

As described in Chapter 2, you often begin with a broad idea or ques-
tion for research. Initially, it may reflect an area of research more than it does
a specific research statement: for instance, "women in law enforcement.” You
then need to begin seeking basic background information about this broad
topic, just as you would with any other research problem. Asyou read the lit-
erature, you might begin to refine the topic and realize that how women are
treated in police work has changed over time.

For example, you might notice that in 1845, when the first woman was
hired by the New York City police department, she was hired as a matron
(Berg, 1999; Feinman 1986). You might also notice that during the nineteenth
century, matrons seemed to fit a socid worker role more than they did a law
enforcement one. That is, their primary responsibilities were to assist victims
of crime, runaways, prostitutes, and children (Feinman, 1986; Hamilton,
1924). Moreover, this general socia work orientation carried through until
lateinto the 1960s (Berg, 1999; Berg & Budnick, 1986; Taney, 1969). Y ou might
now refine the original research focus to examine the changing role of police-
women. You might also begin to consider historiography as an appropriate
way to examine this research problem. Next, you will need to locate sources
of data regarding the topic. These will be sorted into primary and secondary
classifications. Looking over the various books and journal articles you have
already amassed during this preliminary literature review is a good first step.
Certainly, many of these documents will fit into the secondary source classi-
fication. However, by examining the reference sections in these documents,
you might also locate leads to or actual primary data references. These may
include references to autobiographies written by people during the period of
interest or newspaper stories reporting interviews with people of the time.
These may also include references to diaries, letters, notes, or personal jour-
nals. They may even include the court transcripts of some hearing or the min-
utes of some agency's meeting.
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In other words, you begin to seek primary sources that contain the
descriptions of a witness to the time or to the event now the focus of the
research. You may be able to obtain these documents directly from a library
or similar archive, or you may need to contact agencies or organizations. You
may even need to contact individuals directly who are ill aive and can bear
witness to some situation or aspect of interest to the research.

For many, locating and gathering primary data is considered the actual
data-collection component of historica research (Glass, 1989). Historical
researchers must make serious efforts to locate as much source material
related to the original event as possible. These may be memos, diary entries,
witnesses accounts—all of which serve to establish a cohesive understanding
of the situation. Thiswill eventually result in insights into the meaning of the
event or situation. Metaphoricaly, this becomes a drawing together of the
pieces of a puzzle to form a complete picture.

However, it dso isimportant to recognize that often secondary sources
provide both access to primary ones and details not always immediately
apparent in the primary sources. Many different pieces of information—both
primary and secondary—will be necessary before the researcher can ade-
quately fit them all together into a cogent exposition.

As you amass the primary data, you also will need to assess each item
for its usefulness and in terms of its critical external and internal adequacy:
the validity and reliability of the material. This means making notes on each
document not only on the content of the material (as detailed in Chapter 2
regarding literature reviews) but on the document itsdf. Where was it
located? What information supports the accuracy or authenticity of the mate-
rial? What corroboration, if any, can be or has been located? Let's consider
externa and internal criticism in more detail.

Primary source materials are subject to two kinds of evaluations or crit-
icisms: First, you must determine whether a document or artifact is authen-
tic, which issometimesreferred to asexternal criticismor validity. Second, you
must determine the accuracy of meaning in the material, whichiscaled inter-
nal criticismand isrelated to the document's reliability.

Externa Criticism

External criticismis primarily concerned with the question of veracity or gen-
uineness of the source material. Was a document or artifact actually created by
the author? Wilson (1939, p. 137) suggests that "documents cannot be taken to
reflect the truth unless they are redlly what they appear to be rather than forg-
eries or frauds.” In short, is it avalid piece of primary data? Counterfeit doc-
uments are not uncommon. Throughout history there have been numerous
hoaxes perpetrated on theliterary, historical, scientific, and socia science com-
munities. For example, there have been many literary forgeries. Mgor George
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de Luna Byron claimed to be the natural son of George Gordon, Lord Byron,
and a Spanish countess. He successfully produced and sold many forgeries of
works alleged to have been written by Shdlley, Keats, and others—including
hisalleged father, Byron (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1987, p. 136).

More commonly known is the Thomas Chatterton-Rowley manuscripts
incident. In this case, poems written by Thomas Chatterton (1752-1835) were
passed df by the young writer as the works of a medieval cleric. Controversy
over these poems caused a scholarly feud that lasted for many years. In fact,
it has been said that this controversy actually led to the Gothic revival in lit-
erature (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1987, p. 136).

An even more bizarre incident occurred in the early 1980s, when two
men passed dff 60 volumes alleged to be the diaries of Adolf Hitler. They sold
them to the German magazine Sern for a sum amounting to nearly $3 mil-
lion. Almost three years later, Sern discovered that these diaries were com-
plete phonies, and the magazine sued the sellers. The forgers were forced to
return their ill-gotten money and were sentenced to prison ("Hitler Diaries,”
1985; "Two Charged," 1984).

In 1993, George Jammal appeared on national television claiming to have
obtained a piece of the originad Noah's Ark (Jroff, 1993). Jammal claimed to
have obtained the chunk of ark during a 1984 search for the ark on Mount
Ararat in Turkey. He explained that he and a friend known only as Vladimir
had "crawled through aholein the ice into awooden structure. [They] got very
excited when [they] saw part of the room was made into pens, like places
where you keep animals’ (Jaroff, 1993, p. 51). Unfortunately, Vladimir was
alegedly killed, and dl photographic evidence was lost on the journey. But
Jammal had managed to return safely with a piece of the ark.

The television network made no effort to verify Jammal's story. After
the story was aired, however, network executives learned that Jammal was an
actor who had been telling this and other versions of the ark story for years
(Jeroff, 1993). There never was a Vladimir, and the piece of ark is nothing
more than a piece of ordinary pine Jammal soaked in fruit juices and baked
in his oven (Jaroff, 1993).

Perhaps, one of the most interesting hoaxes perpetrated on citizens in
recent yearswas The Blair Witch Project. In 1999, thisindependently produced
motion picture was promoted as a documentary account of three student
filmmakers who were alegedly doing a video historiography about a witch
who was said to haunt the woods on the outskirts of a small rural Maryland
town. The students went into the woods, but never returned. A year later
their equipment and film were allegedly found. For months before the movie
was released, a Web site was displayed with the legend of the Blar witch
(http://www.Blairwitch.com, 1999). The Web site housed photographs of the
students, camera equipment, fake newsclips, interviews with the townspeo-
ple, and even ajournal allegedly written by one of the students. Thousands
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of people believed that this was a genuinely true story. In fact, the entire proj-
ect was nothing more than an elaborate ballyhoo to promote the film—uwhich
did remarkably well at the box office

Frauds, hoaxes, and forgeries are not uncommon, and this can be par-
ticularly problematic for the naive or novice researcher. It is very important,
therefore, that researchers carefully evaluate their sources. You must ensure
that the document or artifact is genuine. Thisis true for credibility of both the
research and the historical researcher. Being duped can jeopardize your abil-
ity to be taken seriously during later research investigations. Authenticating
documents and objects, of course, is a study in itsdf. Therefore, researchers
should not hesitate to seek the assistance of others more proficient than them-
selves when attempting to authenticate source material. This may mean
handwriting experts, scientists for carbon dating, linguists knowledgeable in
writing dialects or period styles, and other specialists.

Internal Criticism

The question, Is this material genuine? is separate from the question, What
does this document mean? Important collateral questions include: What was
the author trying to say? Why did the author write the document? and even,
What inferences or impressions can be taken from the contents of the docu-
ment? (Leedy, 1996).

For example, what exactly did Mary Hamilton (1924, p. 183) mean when
in reference to police matrons, she wrote, "The policewoman has been likened
to the mother. Hers isthe strong arm of the law asit is expressed in awoman's
guiding hand"? Was she endorsing the role of matron as nurturing sociad
worker? Or was she suggesting that because women possess the capacity to be
nurturers, they can also provide strong abilities as law enforcers? This example
is abit unfair since the quote is taken somewhat out of the context of Hamil-
ton's writings. However, it should serve to illustrate the sometimes difficult
task faced by historical researchers when they attempt to consider the internal
validity of documents.

Another example of this task of assessing internal meaning might be
assessing the meaning of propaganda offered on various hate-mongering Web
sites. Questioning the content's accuracy is certainly one level of internal criti-
cism the researcher might undertake. But another example might involve ques-
tioning what the content of statements conveysin terms of intent. Is the mate-
rial intended to simply spew racid or religious disgust and hate? Or is the
material intended to attract supporters, gain notoriety, or do something ese?
When you are making these kinds of internal meaning criticisms, the actua
task becomes questioning exactly what the words mean.

These issues of externa and internal criticism are very important for
ascertaining the quality of the data and, in turn, the depth of the interpreta-
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tion or analysis. Rigorous evaluations of the external and internal value of the
data ensure valid and reliable information and viable historical analysis.

These external and internal evaluations aso tend to separate historical
research from most other forms of archival unobtrusive measures. Traditional
archival methods also use secondary source material, such as medical history
files, court records, or even arrest reports. However, these are treated as
primary data sources and are seldom checked by external or internal evalua-
tions. Instead, there is the tacit assumption of authenticity and accuracy and,
therefore, validity and reliability of the data.

During the analysis phase of historical research, data are interpreted.
The researcher will review the materials he or she has been so carefully col-
lecting and evaluating. Data will be sorted and categorized into various topi-
ca themes (more fully described in Chapter 11). This content analysis strategy
will alow the researcher to identify patterns within and between sources.
Additional sources may be required in order to further explain these pat-
terns as they arise. Any research questions that are proposed will be
explained, supported, or refuted only insofar as the data can successfully
argue such positions. If the data are faulty, so too will the analysis be weak
and unconvincing.

The analysis and synthesis of the data allow the researcher to return to
the original literature review and compare commentaries with the
researcher's own observations. Thus, the analysis in historical research is
deeply grounded in both the data and the background literature of the study.
Exposition involves writing a narrative account of the resulting patterns,
connections, and insights uncovered during the process of the research. These
may extend well into the external and internal criticism you made of the data,
as well as the patterns identified through content analysis.

Historiographersview history as afield of human action and action asthe
result of individual and collective reasoning (Roberts, 1996). This reasoning is
understood as mediated through various circumstances and impacted by a
variety of socid, political, economic, ideological, and cultural influences. The
actual task of historical researchers, then, is to reconstruct the reasons for past
actions. They accomplish this by identifying evidence of past human thinking,
which are established as valid and meaningful data. These, in turn, are inter-
preted with regard to how and why decisions and actions have occurred.

WHAT ARE ORAL HISTORIES?

From the historiographic approach offered in this chapter, historicad documen-
tary evidence is taken to include both written and oral sources. As suggested
above, the term written document may include personal documents such as|et-
ters, journals, diaries, poems, autobiographies, and even plays. However, novice
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researchers should be aware that historical researchers use awide range of data
sources and combine numerous methodol ogies.

The written sources of documentary evidence are indeed varied. Even
when one is examining the history of some local event, person, or phenome-
non, there is awide range of written documents available. However, whether
for local studies or larger ones, the documents available to a researcher will
influence the perspective that he or she takes. As Samuel (1975, p. Xxiii) has
commented, "It is remarkable how much history has been written from the
vantage point of those who have had the charge of running—or attempting
to run—other people's lives, and how little from the real life experience of
people themselves." As a result, claims Samuel (1975), researchers often
obtain only one perspective on the past—namely, that which is represented in
officid or residual documents of leaders, administrators, or other dignitaries.

In 1989, when the first edition of Qualitative Research Methods for the
Social Sciences was published, the idea of oral histories was not a new idea.
Historians and anthropologists had been using ora histories as a primary
data source for many years. Many historiographers realized that ora histo-
ries allowed the research to escape the deficiencies of residual and officid pre-
sentations in documentary records (Samuel, 1991). This was especialy true
when researchers constructed original oral histories and were able to capture
moderately recent histories—those that were part of a tie to a given living
memory. This provided access to the past for, perhaps, aslong as 100 years.

But this research strategy required locating a population of individuals
who possessed firsthand information on the subject area that the researcher
desired to investigate. Thus, one of the mgor stumbling blocks for these
researchers was proximity. Even if the researcher could not aways locate
individuals with whom to create origina oral histories, there were a number
of archives that housed existing oral histories on a number of topics. How-
ever, anumber of archives of oral histories across the country (and the globe),
were not widely accessible; you had to travel to use these oral histories. In
addition, in some cases, only copies (a the researcher's expense) of tran-
scribed versions of certain oral histories were available.

Today, thanks to the Internet, there are literally hundred of oral history
archives that provide online audio versions of many of their oral histories, as
well aswritten transcripts that are immediately available for downloading or
printing. Contemporary oral history archives offer material on a wide assort-
ment of subjects. You can find material online on everything from Jazz musi-
cians to women in American history. One can even find an interview with
Studs Terkd, the man who has literally interviewed America (Albin, 1999).
There are numerous culturally related archives and an assortment of political
and religious ones. The potential reach of oral histories today has expanded
far beyond the possibilities of even ten years ago.

Ora histories certainly can provide considerable background and socia
texture to research. However, given the growing number and acceablllty of
these documents, they aso provide an increased understanding and lift' at
between the ure&at and the past. Ora histories are extromdyv dvnamic-
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Written documents sometimes may dictate the structure of a research
project. In other words, the inherent limitations of the documents are
imposed upon the research. If these documents have filtered through officid
agencies or organizations, they may reflect only front-stage information.
Facts critical for understanding research questions or hypotheses may have
been combed out of the written documents (see Chapter 8 on archival data).
However, the real-life experiences and memories of people cannot so easily
be omitted, edited, erased, shredded, or swept away.

Oral histories dso offer access to the ordinary unreported interests and
tribulations of everyday life along with the better documented occurrences of
floods, earthquakes, and other natural disasters (Burgess, 1991; Ritchie, 1995;
Samuel, 1991; Tonkin, 1995). Oral histories alow researchers to investigate
ordinary people as well as documents (see examples. Blythe, 1973; Harkell,
1978, Newby, 1977; Patai & Gluck, 1991; Terkd, 1970,1974).

Single oral histories aswell as series ora histories have been transcribed
and published asboth analyzed and unanalyzed documents (Reinharz, 1992).
Collections of these published oral histories have been accumulated and
stored in archives that are now easily accessible viathe Internet. Often, these
archived ora histories are biographical in nature, or may share the autobio-
graphical impressions of an individual regarding some segment of their life.
For example, the Columbus (Ohio) Jewish Historical Society has a Web site
(http://www.gcis.net/ghs/oral.htm) (1999) that contains audio recordings
of interviews with an assortment of elderly people from Columbus, Ohio,
who tell of early lifein the city.

Biography has always been an important aspect of social science
research. This is because biographies draw people and groups out of obscu-
rity; they repair damaged historical records and they give powerless people
avoice. The use of oral histories and biographical data has also been popular
among women in feminist literature (Hertz, 1997; Patai and Gluck, 1991;
Reinharz, 1992; Ribbens & Edwards, 1998). For example, Griffith (1984, p. Xix)
details the usefulness of biographical data in understanding the women's
movement in the United States:

Initid effortsto record the lives of eminent American women were made in the
1805 a&s the fird generation of college-educated women sought to identify
women of achievement in an earlier era. [These women] etablished archivesfor
research and wrote biographies of colonid and contemporary women, like Abi-
gal Adams and Susan B. Anthony. Organizations like the Daughters of the
American Revolution related their members to the past that provided proud
modds of accomplishment. The sscond surge of biogrgphies came with the
renassance of women's higory in the late 1960s

As suggested by Griffith's (1984) comments, first-person accounts such as
oral histories and biographies are necessary if a researcher is to understand
the subjectivity of a social group that has been "muted, excised from history,
[and] invisible in the officid records of their culture” (Long, 1987, p. 5).
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The historical method can be used to access information otherwise sm-
ply unavailable to researchers. It provides a means for answering questions
and offering solutions that might otherwise go unmentioned and unnoticed.
Using a historical method to answer questions or examine problems in one
area aso facilitates answers to questions and problems in other areas. For
example, examination of correctiona officers historiographically will neces-
sarily draw in consideration of socia reforms, role development, institutional
development, questions about education, and numerous other areas. The
strength of historical research rests on its applicability to diverse areas and
the enormity of information and knowledge it can uncover.

TRYING IT OUT

Suggestion 1. In the library or in a loca newspaper's morgue, locate the
obituaries of 10 public figures (famous actors, political figures, etc.). Next,
locate at least one newspaper story about their deaths.

Suggestion 2.  Obtain an oral history from an elderly person in your family.
Have him or her tell you about his or her life as a child, an adolescent, an
adult, and now as an older adult. You might want to consult Chapter 4 before
you begin. Record the oral history on audio- or videotape.

Suggestion 3. On the Internet, locate the Hate Watch organization's Web
site (http://www.hatewatch.org). Next, sdlect the map location nearest your
location. In the far left frame, select the Online Bigotry selection choice, then
point your cursor to Hate by Category and click. Pick any of the categories
shown, then locate one of the Web sites for hate propaganda. Using one of the
documents provided at the selected site, consider its worthiness as a poten-
tial primary or secondary source of data for a study of racial, ethnic, or reli-
gious bigotry. Consider the document for internal and external critical value.
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CHAPTER 10

CASE STUDIES

THE NATURE OF CASE STUDIES

Case study methods involve systematically gathering enough information
about a particular person, social setting, event, or group to permit the
researcher to effectivdly understand how it operates or functions. The case
study is not actudly a data-gathering technique, but a methodologica
approach that incorporates a number of data-gathering measures (Hamel,
Dufour, & Fortin, 1993). The approach of case studies ranges significantly from
genera fidd studiesto theinterview of asingleindividual or group. Case stud-
ies may focus on an individual, a group, or an entire community and may uti-
lize a number of data technologies such aslife histories, documents, oral histo-
ries, in-depth interviews, and participant observation (Hagan, 1993; Yin, 1994).

Given the scope of the method, case studies can be rather pointed in
their focus, or approach a broad view of life and society. For example, an
investigator may confine his or her examination to a single aspect of an indi-
vidual's life such as studying a medical student's actions and behaviors in
medical school. Or, the investigator might attempt to assess the socid life of
an individual and their entire background, experiences, roles, and motiva
tions that affect his or her behavior in society. Extremely rich, detailed, and in-
depth information characterize the type of information gathered in a case
study. In contrast, the often extensive large-scale survey research data may
seem somewhat superficia in nature (Champion, 1993).

The case method is not a new style of data gathering and analytic tech-
nique. The fields of medicine and psychology, for example, by their very
nature have required physicians and psychologists to examine patients case
by case. Cases studies are commonly used in business and law curricula to
help students bridge the gap between foundationa studies and practice. The
use of diaries and biographies, a popular method among some feminist and
other socid scientists (Reinharz, 1992) approximate the case study method. In
education, case studies of interest include both unique people and programs
and specia programming or their commonality (McLeod, 1994; Stake, 1995).

225



226 CHAPTER TEN

In fact, case studies by certain social scientists represent classical research
efforts in sociology and criminology. Consider, for example, Edward Suther-

land's (1937) The Professional Thief, or Clifford R. Shaw's (1930) The Jack Roller;

Bogdan's (1974) lengthy life history/autobiography, Being Different: The Auto-
biography of Jane Fry; and Rettig, Torres, and Garrett's (1974) Manny: A Crimi-
nal Addict's Sory.

THE INDIVIDUAL CASE STUDY

Asin any other research situation, one must determine how broad an area of
socid lifewill be covered. In most research this decisionislargely dictated by
the research question and the nature of the research problem under investi-
gation. When examining an individual case study, a similar type of assess-
ment must be undertaken. In some instances, a single lengthy interview may
yield sufficient information to produce answers to the research question(s). In
other circumstances, several interviews may be necessary, and these may
require supplementation by field notes during direct observation, copies of
journal or diary entries from the subject, or other forms of documentation.
Severd reasons may make it necessary for a broader, more sweeping
investigation. First, the research may itsdlf focus on a broad area such as the
subject's relationships in a particular group, necessitating that the group also
be examined. It would be unwise, for example, to examine various aspects of
changesin the quality of life of hemodialysis patients without also examining
how family members perceive changes occurring in the family group itsalf.
A second reason for broadening a case study is the realization that all
the aspects of an individual's socid life are interconnected and often one of
them cannot be adequately understood without consideration of the others.

The Use of Interview Data

The particular focus of a study might be a woman's adjustment to becoming
"the boss" in some predominantly male corporate organization. In order to
fully understand this adjustment, it would be helpful to learn how she adjusts
to changes in other situations, perhaps adjustments in her home or among
friends or in social organizations. These may be accomplished using various
standard techniques of interviewing to collect data.

Of these areas of additional study, perhaps the most generally reward-
ing to the subject is found to be her home and family background. The phys-
ical aspects of the home—its size, its neatness or disorder, its furnishings,
indications of intellectual, athletic, or aesthetic interests such as books, pic-
tures, records, sporting equipment, and the like—can dl be of value in this
case study. Even evidence of socia support from family members should be
observed and included in the research. Obviously to understand the subject's
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adjustments to the work role, the research must observe the subject in the
work site and to speak with various coworkers. It should be likewise obvious
that to understand the subject's role in her family, severa visits to the home
will be necessary. Also, it may be fruitful to speak with (interview) various
family members (husband, children, or other relatives in the home) who can
provide various pieces of background information and insights.

Unlessanindividual is exceptionally isolated, he or sheislikely to have
some role in the neighborhood community. Some people enjoy an elevated
position of respect and position in their business, socia, or political life. Oth-
ers may hold no particularly high level of respect, but function as participants
in various activities. Still others may actually be social outcasts. This type of
information could be very useful for understanding how a woman business
executive adjusts to her new position inthe company. Vidts to neighbors, var-
ious socia organizations to which the subject may be a member, conversa-
tions with local tradespersons, the subject's clergy person, al may supply
useful information.

Throughout the preceding paragraphs the chief suggestions for infor-
mation (data) gathering has been the use of interviews and observation. As
implied earlier, however, it is often also useful to supplement this information
with various documentary sources. You should, therefore, be familiar with
the possible use of records concerning the life course of the subject. These
may include birth, marriage, divorce, property ownership, and educationa
records of the subject. They may additionally include an assortment of other
more or less officid documents such as police actions, court records, evalua-
tions of work records, and so forth. All of these officid documents are poten-
tially valuable sources of information in a case study.

The Use of Personal Documents

The genera use of personal documentsis discussed in Chapter 8 of thisbook.
As suggested there, personal documents involve any written record created by
the subject that concerned his or her experiences. The common types of docu-
ments classified under thislabel include autobiographies, diaries and journals,
letters, and memos written by a subject in aresearch investigation. In addition,
and given the extent to which people today use photographic and video
equipment, these items may also serve as categories of personal documents.

Autobiographical documents include a considerable variety of written
material. They may be published or unpublished documents, cover an entire
life span, or focus on only a specific period in a subject's life or even a single
event. Even awritten confession to a crime may be seen by some researchers
as atype of autobiographical document.

Diaries and journals also may arise in a number of varieties. A diary
may be kept with no purpose in mind beyond the writer's personal desire to
maintain a record of daily events. It may be maintained in order to provide
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some therapeutic release; or as akind of log and chronological listing of daily
events during new experiences such as an internship. Or, a diary or journa
may be created at the specific request of aresearcher as a contribution to some
study. In the latter case, one may consider the material in a solicited docu-
ment (see Chapter 8).

Letters provide an intriguing view into the life of the author. Typicaly,
letters are not created by the writer with the intention of having them used by
aresearcher. As aresult, they frequently reflect the inner worlds of the writer.
They may record the writer's views, values, attitudes, and beliefs about a
wide variety of subjects. Or, they may describe the writer's deepest thoughts
about some specific event or situation about which they report. Historians
have long seen the value of letters to document events during past time peri-
ods. Letters written by military figures and politicians, for example, may
allow researchers to better understand how and why certain battles have
been fought. Letters written by criminals such as seria killers and bombers
provide insight into how the culprit thinks and potential explanations for
their actions. Letters are smply replete with potentially useful information.

The use of memoranda has become commonplace in virtually al work
settings. Memos may contain strictly work-related information, or casua
insider jokes and communications. They may reflect the tone and atmosphere
of awork setting as well as the potential level of anxiety, stress, and morale
of thewriter. Moreover, they may even show the research aspects of the work-
place culture or work folkways. Also, they may contain information relevant
to understanding the general organizational communications network used
in the setting, the leadership hierarchy, various roles present in the setting,
and other structural elements.

Photographic and video equipment have become so inexpensive that
many people now regularly record their lives and the lives of their family
members in this manner. It becomes important, therefore, for researchers to
consider how these items may illustrate various aspects of the subject's life
and relationships. This may involve stepping back and examining the entire
photograph in terms of what it shows in general; it may include an examina-
tion of the expressions of people shown in the picture; it could involve con-
sideration of where the picture or video was taken or recorded such as on a
vacation, in the home, or a a party; or it may involve determination of the
reason the photograph or video was created—as a simple family record to
commemorate some situation, to have as a keepsake, to document some
event or situation, and so forth.

The literal value of personal documents as research data is frequently
underestimated in contemporary research texts and courses. While such doc-
uments are certainly extremely subjectivein their nature, this data should not
be viewed asanegative or in this case even as some sort of limitation or short-
coming. Itisthe very fact that these documents do reflect the subjective views
and perceptions of their creators that makes them useful as data in a case
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study. It is precisely through this subjectivity that these documents provide
information and insight about the subject that might not be captured through
some other more pedestrian data-collection technique.

INTRINSIC, INSTRUMENTAL, AND
COLLECTIVE CASE STUDIES

Stake (1994, 1995) suggests that researchers have different purposes for
studying cases. He suggests that case studies can be classified into three dif-
ferent types: intrinsic, instrumental, and collective.

Intrinsic case studies are undertaken when a researcher wants to better
understand a particular case. It is not undertaken primarily because it repre-
sents other cases or because it illustrates some particular trait, characteristic,
or problem. Rather, it is because of its uniqueness or ordinariness that a case
becomes interesting (Stake, 1994). The role of the researcher is not to under-
stand or test abstract theory or to develop new theoretical explanations;
instead, the intention is to better understand intrinsic aspects of the particu-
lar child, patient, criminal, organization, or whatever the case may be.

Instrumental case studies provideinsightsinto an issue or refine a theo-
retical explanation (Stake, 1994). In these situations, the case actually becomes
of secondary importance. It will serve only a supportive role, a background
against which the actual research interests will play out. Instrumental case
studies often are investigated in depth, and al aspects and activities are
detailed, but not simply to elaborate the case per se. Instead, the intention is
to assist the researcher to better understand some external theoretical ques-
tion or problem. Instrumental case studies may or may not be viewed as typ-
ical of other cases. However, the choice of a particular case for study is made
because the investigator believes that his or her understanding about some
other research interest will be advanced.

Stake (1994) aso points out that since researchers often have multiple
interests, thereis no solid line drawn between intrinsic and instrumental case
studies. In fact, a kind of "zone of combined purpose separates them” (Stake,
1994, p. 237).

Collective case studiesinvolvethe extensive study of several instrumental
cases. The selection of these cases is intended to alow better understanding
or perhaps enhanced the ability to theorize about a broader context.

CASE STUDY DESIGN TYPES

There are several appropriate designs for case studies according to Yin (1994)
and Winston (1997). These include exploratory, explanatory, and descriptive
cases studies. These three approaches consist of either single or multiple-case
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studies in which multiple cases studies are actual replications, not sampled
cases. Each approach is discussed below.

Exploratory Case Studies

When conducting exploratory case studies, fieldwork and data collection
may be undertaken before defining a research question. This type of study
may be seen as a prelude to a large socia scientific study. Nonetheless, the
study must have some type of organizational framework that has been
designed prior to beginning the research. This sort of exploratory study may
be useful as a pilot study, for example, when planning a larger, more com-
prehensive investigation.

Explanatory Case Studies

Explanatory case studies are useful when conducting causal studies. Particu-
larly in complex studies of organizations or communities, one might desire to
employ multivariate cases to examine a plurality of influences. This might be
accomplished using a pattern-matching technique suggested by Yin and
Moore (1988). Pattern-matching isasituation where several pieces of informa-
tion from the same case may be related to some theoretical proposition.

Descriptive Case Studies

Descriptive case explorations require that the investigator present a descrip-
tive theory, which establishes the overall framework for the investigator to
follow throughout the study. What is implied by this approach is the forma
tion and identification of a viable theoretical orientation before enunciating
research questions. The investigator must also determine before beginning
the research exactly what the unit of analysisin the study will be.

In creating formal designs for case-study investigations, Yin (1994, p. 20)
recommends five component elements:

Study questions

Study propositions (if any are being used) or theoretical framework
Identification of the unit(s) of analysis

The logical linking of the data to the propositions (or theory)

The criteria for interpreting the findings

A study's questions are generally directed toward how and why consid-
erations, and their articulation and definition is the first task of the researcher.
Sometimes, the study's propositions derive from these how and why questions
and assist in developing a theoretical focus. Not all studies will have propo-
sitions. An exploratory study, rather than having propositions, may have a
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stated purpose or criteria that will provide guidance and a kind of operating
framework for the case study to follow. The unit of analysis defines what the
case study isfocusing on (what the caseis), such asanindividual, agroup, an
organization, acity, and soforth. Linkages between the data and the propositions
(or theory) and thecriteriafor interpreting thefindings, according to Yin (1994)
typically are the least devel oped aspects of cases studies.

Unfortunately, researchers do not always have good theories to work
with in a given situation, particularly when exploring cutting-edge issues. In
these situations, a logic model, or what Patton (1997) cdls a "theory of
action," may be developed. Thistheory of action will define how theresearcher
expects an intervention, event, or process to take a case from one situation to
the next. In effect, this theory of action will define the issues to be examined
during the analysis, and thereby, provide linkages between the research ques-
tion™), propositions, and anaytic criteria

THE SCIENTIFIC BENEHT OF CASE STUDIES

The scientific benefit of the case study method lies in its ability to open the
way for discoveries (Shaughnessy & Zechmeister, 1990). It can easily serve as
the breeding ground for insights and even hypotheses that may be pursued
in subsequent studies. However, whenever one considers the scientific value
of case studies, two points should be addressed. Firdt, does this procedure
involve too many subjective decisions made by the investigator to offer gen-
uinely objective results? Second, does this method offer information that can
be seen as useful beyond the individual case? In other words, can findings be
generalized? Let us consider each of these questions separately.

Objectivity and the Case Method

Objectivity is a somewhat elusive term. For some researchers it involves the
creation of analytic strategies in an ailmost sterile environment. Often, quali-
tative research of any type is viewed as suspect when questions of objectivity
are asked. However, objectivity is actually closaly linked with reproducibility
(replication). The question is not simply whether or not an individual
researcher has made some subjective decision regarding how the researcher
should progress or how the study is designed. These types of considerations
are regularly undertaken by al who undertake sociad scientific research—
whether quantitatively or qualitatively oriented.

When a quantitative methodologist identifies which level of statistical
acceptability he or she will use for some statistical measure, it is often a sub-
jective decision. For example, let's say the researcher setstheleve at .05. Does
that alter the findings when it is statistically significant at the .05 level, but not
at the .001 level? Thus, objectivity apparently lies someplace other than in the
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kinds of decisons made by a researcher regarding various aspects of the
research strategy.

For many researchers, objectivity rests on the ability of an investigator
to articulate what the procedures are so that others can repeat the research if
they so choose. It aso has the effect of placing the researcher's professional
ego ontheline. It isakinto saying, "Hereishow | did my research, and here
are my results. If any reader has questions or challenges, go out and repeat
the study to see what you find." From this perspective, case studies, like any
other research procedure, require that the investigator clearly articulate what
areas have been investigated, and through what means. If someone has
doubts about the findings, they are free to replicate the research with a smi-
lar case subject.

If the investigator's findings and analysis were correct, subsequent
research will corroborate this. If the research produced from a case study is
faulty, in error, or inaccurate, this too will be shown by subsequent research.
Asin any scientific research, findings from a single study are seldom accepted
immediately without question and additional research investigations. In this
light, case methods are as objective as any other data-collection-and-analysis
strategies used by social scientists.

Generalizability

The second concern addresses the question of generalizability. For many, the
question is not even necessary to ask. This is because there is clearly a scien-
tific value to gain from investigating some single category of individual,
group, or event simply to gain an understanding of that individual, group, or
event. For those with a more positivist orientation, where concern about gen-
eralizing to similar types of individuals, groups, or events, case methods are
till useful and to some extent generalizable.

When case studies are properly undertaken, they should not only fit the
specific individual, group, or event studied, but generally provide under-
standing about similar individuals, groups, and events. Thisisnot to say that
an explanation for why one gang member isinvolved in drug dealing imme-
diately informs us about why all drug-dealing gang members are aso
involved in this activity. It does, however, suggest an explanation for why
some other gang members are likely to be involved in these behaviors. The
logic behind this hasto do with the fact that few human behaviors are unique,
idiosyncratic, and spontaneous. In fact, if this were the case, the attempt to
undertake any type of survey research on an aggregate group would be use-
less. In short, if we accept the notion that human behavior is predictable—a
necessary assumption for al behavior science research—then it is a simple
jump to accept that case studies have scientific value. "It is the task of the
researcher to determine what it is he or sheis studying; that is, of what is this
acase?' (Bogdan & Biklen, 1992, p. 66).

CASE STUDIES 233

CASE STUDIES OF ORGANIZATIONS

Case studies of organizations may be defined as the systematic gathering of
enough information about a particular organization to alow the investigator
insight into the life of that organization. This type of study might be fairly
general in its scope, offering approximately equal weight to every aspect of
the organization. For instance, you might conduct an organizationa case
study on a police department. During this investigation you may examine
subunits such as thejuvenile division, traffic division, criminal investigations,
homicide, and so forth. The results will be a thorough understanding about
how the agency operates, and how each subunit fits together and serves the
overall objectives of the organization.

On the other hand, you may specialize, during an organizational case
study, by placing particular emphasis on a specific area or situation occurring
in the organization. For example, you may undertake an examination of how
nurses steal drugs and hospital equipment while working in intensive care
units. Both focuses can accurately be considered examples of case studies.

There are a number of reasons that a particular organization may be
selected for a case study. For example, aresearcher may undertake a case study
of an organization to illustrate the way certain administrative systems operate
in certain types of organizations. Or, the researcher may be interested in access-
ing how decisions are madein certain types of organizations, or even how com-
munications networks operate. In fact, the case method is an extremely useful
technique for researching relationships, behaviors, attitudes, motivations, and
stressors in organizational settings.

CASE STUDIES OF COMMUNITIES

A community can be defined as some geographically delineated unit within a
larger society. Such a community is small enough to permit considerable cul-
tural (or subcultural) homogeneity, diffuse interactions and relationships
between members, and to produce a socia identification by its members. The
literal application of this term community is somewhat fluid. However, it does
not actually include an entire nation, a state, or even a large city. It would,
however, include a particular neighborhood within a city such as a China-
town, a Little Italy, or the Jewish section, or even an enclave of Amish farm-
ers dl residing within a four- or five-mile radius.

A case study of a community may, however, address a larger entity by
placing its focus on a smaller unit of analysis, perhaps a group or socid insti-
tution such as the Catholic church. Linkogle (1998), for example, recently
undertook a study of the role of popular religion in social transformation
in Nicaragua from 1979 to 1998. He examined some general issues around
popular religion in Latin America and its relationship to the practice and
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pronouncements of the Catholic church. Linkogl€'s primary focus was how
popular religious practices may impact and shape gender and political and
religious identities.

Case studies of communities can be defined as the systematic gathering
of enough information about a particular community to provide the investi-
gator with understanding and awareness of what things go on in that com-
munity; why and how these things occur; who among the community mem-
bers take part in these activities and behaviors, and what social forces may
bind together members of this community. As with other variations of case
studies, community case studies may be very genera in their focus, offering
approximately equal weight in dl of the various aspects of community life.
Or, community case studies may specifically focus on some particular aspect
of the community, or even some phenomenon that occurs within that com-
munity. For example, you may consider a community in general, such as
examining an Amish farming community. In such an investigation, you may
be interested in the various daily routines of members as well as their social
interactions. You might consider any political ideologies that predominate
among members of the community, and how these afect behaviors among
both insiders and outsiders, and so forth. On the other hand, you may be
interested in a particular phenomenon occurring within the Amish commu-
nity. For instance, you may be interested in how socid control mechanisms
operate in the community. Will the community handle an errant youth who
may have shoplifted some petty item such as a magazine, or will the outside,
non-Amish community's laws apply? Of course, if you investigate the latter
phenomenon, to remain a community case study, this exploration would
have to be undertaken against the backdrop of the life of the community.
While there are other styles of research that might explore a particular ques-
tion in isolation from the background of the community, these would not be
accurately called case studies.

Robert and Helen Lynd's study of Middletown, first published in 1929,
stands as a classic example of how community case studies operate. This
research was among the earliest systematic studies of an American commu-
nity where the purpose was primarily to develop a scientific understanding
of community life.

Data Collection for Community Case Studies

The various data-collection strategies used in community case studies are, for
the most part, those already discussed in this chapter. However, in addition,
community case studies frequently make use of maps. These may include
existing maps used for various human ecological purposes, as well as maps
created by the researcher in order to indicate physical and social proximity of
items and events occurring in the community.
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Human ecologica concerns have long been important fod in community
case studies. Human ecology is concerned with the interrelationships among
people in their spatial setting and physical environment. An ecologica focus
might consider how various physica environmental elements shape the lives
of people in a community or the life of the community itsdf. Do rivers block a
community's expansion? Are railroad tracks or mgor highways located close
enough to encourage industry in a community? Has a cod mine played out
and closed down, sending hundreds of community members to unemploy-
ment, and so forth? Maps are frequently the basic tool necessary for a consid-
eration of such ecologica concernsin a community case study.

Community Groups and Interests

In a manner similar to how one might break down a community into its con-
stituent physical parts, its human members too can be divided into groups.
These groups may be classfied in a number of different ways. For example,
there may be different ethnic groups al residing in the same community.
While some ethnic groups are sufficiently large enough and homogeneously
located to constitute a community in themselves, thisis not always the case.
In many communities several distinct ethnic groups reside in both physical
and socia proximity but manage to retain their own individual ethnic iden-
tity. In some cases, the ethnic groups may retain certain of their distinctive
ethnic features, but merge or assmilate into their surrounding socid life. In
such a case, one would need to consider this ethnic group both as a thing
apart from the community, as well as an element of the larger community.

The study of any group in a community begins much as you would
begin any research study, namely, in the library (see Chapter 2). The logica
place to begin considering community groups is in published sources. In
addition, community case studies may include an examination of census
data, loca histories, newspaper accounts of group activities and events, any
officid records of various organizations related to the group or community,
etc. As with other variations of case studies, interviews may provide useful
information or even historical explanations for various groups, or the pres-
ence of certain conditions in the community. Researchers even use fairly tra-
ditional strategies of observation to learn about groups in a community.
Observations may include consideration of the types of homes and housing
in the community, places used for leisure or amusement, schools and reli-
gious institutions in the community, and so forth.

Interest groups are another way you might divide up the inhabitants of
acommunity. In this case, you may include street gangs, various socid clubs
or organizations in the community (Boy and Girl Scouts, YMCAS, Little
Leagues, Bowling Leagues, and so forth), lodges and fraternal organizations,
political clubs, business associations, and the like. Membership in many of
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these interest groups is rather ephemeral and transient. Even the more stable
of interest groups are likely to lack the continuity of ethnic or religious
groups. Direct observation of these interest groups, along with interviews
with members, is probably the best general method for studying these kinds
of groups.

Socid classes may dso be viewed as a type of grouping that allows the
researcher to divide up a community. While you might argue about what
division labels to actually use as categories of class, some categorical labeling
schema can be conceived. In keeping with the community case study mode,
you could consider how members of each socia class operate in the commu-
nity, and how these categories fit together to form the entire community.

In essence, there are numerous ways of grouping together people of a
community for the purpose of systematically exploring life in that commu-
nity. Community case studies are large-scale undertakings. They may be
time-consuming and expensive if they are to be comprehensive. The commu-
nity is a sufficiently large segment of society that it permits a wide and
diverse array of social phenomena to occur and to be observed. While not as
popular in recent years as they were during the 1930s and 1960s, especialy in
areas of urban sociology and urban ecology, community case studies continue
to offer an important and valuable means to understanding communities and
community members.

TRYING IT OUT

Suggestion 1.  Using available archival information located in your school's
library and various administrative offices, conduct an organizational case
study of your college or university. Thiswill involve using at least some his-
torical tracings (see Chapter 9).

Suggestion 2. Select an adult relative, and conduct a modified case study.
For this project, examine only the roles and behaviors of the individual dur-
ing some aspect of his or her life. This may be during school activities, work
life, home life, and so forth. Limit the time on this project to one week of data
collection. Remember, thisis simply practice, not actual research.

REFERENCES

Bogdan, R. (1974). Being Different: The Autobiography of Jane Fry. New Y ork: Wiley.

Bogdan, R, & Biklen, S. K. (1992). Qualitative Research for Education. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Champion, D. J. (1993). Research Methodsfor Criminal Justice and Criminology. Englewood Cliffs,
NJ Prentice Hall.

CASE STUDIES 237

Hagan, F. E. (1993). Research Methodsin Criminal Justiceand Criminology. New Y ork: Macmillan.

Hamel, J, Dufour, S, & Fortin, D. (1993). Case Sudy Method. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Linkogle, S. (1998). The revolution and the Virgin Mary: Popular religion and socia changein
Nicaragua. Sociological Research Online3(2). Availableonlineat: http://www.socreson
line.org.uk/socresonline/3/2/8.html

Lynd,R. S, & Lynd, H. M. (1929). Middletoivn. New Y ork: Harcourt, Brace.

McLeod, B. (1994). Language and Learning: Educating Linguistically Diverse Sudents. Albany,
NY: SUNY Press.

Patton, M. Q. (1997). Utilization-Focused Eval uation: The New Century Text (3rd ed.). Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage.

Rettig, R. P, Torres, M. ]., & Garrett, G. R. (1977). Manny: A Criminal Addict's Story. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin.

Shaughnessy, J. J, & Zechmeister, E. B. (1990). Research Methods in Psychology. New York:
McGraw-Hill.

Shaw, C. R. (1930). The Jack Roller. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Stake, R. E. (1994). Casestudies. InN. K. Denzin& Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Handbook of Qualitative
Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Stake, R. E. (1995). The Art of Case Study Resear ch. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Sutherland, E. H. (1937). The Professional Thief. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Winston, T. Quly 1997). An introduction to case study. The Qualitative Report 3(2). Available
online at: http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR3-2/tellisl.html

Yin, R. K. (1994). Case Sudy Research: Design and Methods (2nd ed.). Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Yin, R, & Moore, G. (1988). The use of advanced technologiesin special education. Journal of
Learning Disabilities20(1), 60.



CHAPTER 11

AN INTRODUCTION TO
CONTENT ANALY3S

Throughout the preceding chapters, techniques and strategies for collecting
and organizing data have been discussed. With a partial exception for Chap-
ters 4, 6, and perhaps 7, where limited analytic procedures are mentioned,
analysis of data has not yet been extensively discussed. In this chapter the
task of analysis is considered at length.

Interviews, fidd notes, and various types of unobtrusive data are often
not amenable to analysis until the information they convey has been condensed
and made systematically comparable. An objective coding scheme must be
applied to the notes or data. This processiscommonly caled content analysis.

The instructions in this chapter are intended to assist novice researchers
in their attempt to learn the methodological technique(s) for standard content
analysis. Firdt, abrief discussion of analysis approaches in qualitative research
are outlined. Following this, some genera concerns and debates regarding con-
tent analysisis presented. Then, anumber of procedures for analyzing content
analysis are discussed. These include consideration of what to count and what
to analyze, the nature of levels and units of analysis, and how to effectivdly
employ coding frames. In the next section, the strengths and weaknesses of con-
tent analysis as a research technique are discussed, and analytic induction is
examined in relation to content analysis procedures. Findly, this chapter will
addressword crunching, the use of computersin qualitative research.

ANALYSIS OF QUALITATIVE DATA

There are a number of procedures used by qualitative researchers to analyze
their data. Miles and Huberman (1994) identify three major approaches to
qualitative data analysis. interpretative approaches, socia anthropological
approaches, and collaborative socia research approaches.

rde s
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Interpretative Approaches

This orientation allows researchersto treat socia action and human activity as
text. In other words, human action can be seen as a collection of symbols
expressing layers of meaning. Interviews and observational data, then, can be
transcribed into written text for analysis. How one interprets such a text
dependsin part on the theoretical orientation taken by the researcher. Thus, a
researcher with a phenomenological bent will resist condensing data or fram-
ing data by various sorting or coding operations. A phenomenologically ori-
ented researcher might, instead, attempt to uncover or capture the telos
(essence) of an account. This approach provides a means for discovering the
practical understandings of meanings and actions. Researchers with a more
genera interpretative orientation (dramaturgists, symbolic interactionists,
etc.) are likely to organize or reduce data in order to uncover patterns of
human activity, action, and meaning.

Social Anthropological Approaches

Researchers following this orientation often have conducted various sorts of
field or case study activities to gather data. In order to accomplish data collec-
tion, they have necessarily spent considerable time in a given community, or
with a given assortment of individuals in the field. They have participated,
indirectly or directly, with many of the individuals residing in or interacting
with the study population. This provides the researcher with a specia per-
spective on the material collected during the research, as well as a specia
understanding of the participants and how these individuals interpret their
socia worlds.

Analysis of this sort of data can be accomplished by setting information
down in fidd notes, and then applying the interpretative style of treating this
information as text. However, frequently this analytic process requires the
analysis of multiple sources of data such as diaries, observations, interviews,
photographs, and artifacts. Determining what material to include or exclude,
how to order the presentation of substantiating materials, and what to report
firg or last are analytic choices the researcher must make.

Researchers employing the socia anthropological approach usually are
interested in the behavioral regularities of everyday life; language and lan-
guage use, rituals and ceremonies, and relationships. The analytic task, then,
is to identify and explain the ways people use or operate in a particular set-
ting; how they come to understand things; account for, take action, and gen-
erally manage their day-to-day life. Many researchers using this approach
begin with a conceptual or theoretical frame, then moveinto the field in order
to test or refine this conceptualization.
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Collaborative Social Research Approaches

Researchers operating in this research mode work with their subjects in a
given setting in order to accomplish some sort of change or action (see Chap-
ter 7 on action research). The analysis of data gathered in such collaborative
studies is accomplished with the participation of the subjects who are seen by
theresearcher as stakeholdersin the situation in need of change or action. Data
are collected, and then reflexively considered both as feedback to craft action
and as information to understand a situation, resolve a problem, or to satisfy
some sort of field experiment. The actual analytic strategies applied in this
effort may be similar to the interpretative and socia anthropology approaches.
Given these diverse yet overlapping approaches, you can see certain facets
of research that recur during any style of qualitative analysis. Below is afairly
standard set of analytic activities arranged in a general order of sequence:

 Dataare collected and made into text (e.g., fidld notes, transcripts, €c.).

» Codes are analytically developed or inductively identified in the data
and affixed to sets of notes or transcript pages.

» Codes are transformed into categorical labels or themes.

» Materials are sorted by these categories, identifying similar phrases,
patterns, relationships, and commonalties or disparities.

» Sorted materials are examined to isolate meaningful patterns and
processes.

* |dentified patterns are considered in light of previous research and the-
ories, and a small set of generalizations are established.

During the remainder of this chapter, these features will be discussed and
considered in relationship to content analysis. In the next section, | will con-
sider the nature of content analysis as a technique.

CONTENT ANALYSS AS A TECHNIQUE

In content analysi s, researchers examine artifacts of social communication. Typ-
icdly, these are written documents or transcriptions of recorded verba com-
munications. Broadly defined, however, content analysisis "any technique for
making inferences by systematically and objectively identifying specia
characteristics of messages' (Holsri, 1968, p. 608). From this perspective, pho-
tographs, videotape, or any item that can be made into text are amenable to
content analysis. In this chapter, objective analysis of messages conveyed in the
databeing analyzed isaccomplished by means of explicit rulescalled criteria of
selection, which must be formally established before the actua analysis of data.

The criteria of selection used in any given content analysis must be suffi-
ciently exhaustive to account for each variation of message content and must
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berigidly and consistently applied so that other researchers or readers, looking
at the same messages, would obtain the same or comparable results. This may
be considered akind of reliability of the measures, and a validation of eventual
findings (Sdltiz et a., 1967). The categories that emerge in the course of devel-
oping these criteria should reflect al relevant aspects of the messages and
retain, as much as possible, the exact wording used in the statements. They
should not be merely arbitrary or superficid applications of irrelevant cate-
gories. Holsti (1968, p. 598) explains this type of content analysis procedure:
"Theinclusion or exclusion of content is done according to consistently applied
criteria of sdlection; this requirement eliminates analysis in which only mater-
ia supporting the investigator's hypotheses are examined."

CONTENT ANALYSIS:
QUANTITATIVE OR QUALITATIVE?

One of the leading debates among users of content analysis is whether analy-
sis should be quantitative or qualitative. Berelson (1952), for example, sug-
gests that content analysis is "objective, systematic, and quantitative." Simi-
larly, Silverman (1993, p. 59) dismisses content analysis from his discussion of
gualitative data analysis "because it is a quantitative method." Sdlltiz et al.
(1959, p. 336) however, state that concerns over quantification in content
analysis tend to emphasize "the procedures of analysis," rather than the
"character of the data available." Sdlltiz et al. suggest also that heavy quanti-
tative content analysis results in a somewhat arbitrary limitation in the field
by excluding al accounts of communications that are not in the form of num-
bers aswell as those that may lose meaning if reduced to anumeric form (def-
initions, symbols, detailed explanations, photographs, and so forth). Other
proponents of content analysis, notably Smith (1975), suggest that some
blend of both quantitative and qualitative analysis should be used. Smith
(1975, p. 218) explains that he has taken this position "because qualitative
analysis dedls with the forms and antecedent-consequent patterns of form,
while quantitative analysis deals with duration and frequency of form."

Abrahamson (1983, p. 286) suggests that "content analysis can be fruit-
fully employed to examine virtually any type of communication." As a con-
sequence, content analysis may focus on either quantitative or qualitative
aspects of communication messages.

Some authorsof methods books have written about the procedure of nar-
rativeanalysi s as distinguishable from the procedure of content analysis (see, for
example, Silverman, 1993; Manning & Cullum-Swan, 1994). In narrative anay-
sis, the investigator typicaly begins with a set of principles and seeks to
exhaust the meaning of the text using specified rules and principles, but main-
tains a qualitative textual approach (Boe 1991; Heise, 1992, Manning &
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Cullum-Swan, 1994; Silverman, 1993). In contrast to this alegedly more textual
approach, content analysis is suggested to be limited to counts of textual ee-
ments. Thus, theimplication is that content analysis is more reductionistic and
ostensively amore positivistic approach. | argue here that content analysis can
be effective in quaitative analysis—that "counts" of textual elements merely
provide a means for identifying, organizing, indexing, and retrieving data
Andysis of the data once organized according to certain content elements
should involve consideration of the literal words in the text being analyzed,
including the manner inwhich these words have been offered. In thisway, con-
tent analysis provides a method for obtaining good access to the words of the
text or transcribed accounts offered by subjects (Glassner & Loughlin, 1987).
This offers, in turn, an opportunity for the investigator to learn about how sub-
jects or the authors of textual materials view their socid worlds.

From this perspective, content analysisis not areductionistic, positivis-
tic approach. Rather, it is a passport to listening to the words of the text, and
understanding better the perspective(s) of the producer of these words.

This chapter strives for ablend of qualitative and quantitative anaysis:
the descriptions of quantitative analysis show how researchers can create a
series of tally sheets to determine specific frequencies of relevant categories.
The references to qualitative analysis show how researchers can examine ide-
ologica mind-sets, themes, topics, symbols, and similar phenomena, while
grounding such examinations to the data.

Manifest versus Latent Content Analysis

Another controversy concerning the use of content analysis is whether the
analysis should be limited to manifest content (those elements that are physi-
caly present and countable) or extended to more latent content. In the latter
case, the analysis is extended to an interpretive reading of the symbolism
underlying the physical data. For example, an entire speech may be assessed
for how radical it was, or anovel could be considered in terms of how violent
the entire text was. Stated in different words, manifest content is comparable
to the surface structure present in the message, and latent content is the deep
structural meaning conveyed by the message.

Holsti (1969, p. 598) has tried to resolve this debate: "It is true that only
the manifest attributes of text may be coded, but this limitation is aready
implied by the requirement of objectivity. Inferences about latent meanings of
messages are therefore permitted but... they require corroboration by inde-
pendent evidence." One reasonable interpretation of this passage, and a sm-
ilar statement made by Berelson (1952, p. 488ff), suggests that although there
are some dangers in directly inferring from latent symbolism, it is nonethe-
less possible to use it (see also Merton, 1968, pp. 366-370, on the use of con-
tent analysis in examining propaganda). To accomplish this sort of "deci-
phering" (Heilman, 1976) of latent symbolic meaning, researchers must first
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incorporate independent corroborative techniques (for example, agreement
between independent coders concerning latent content or some noncontent
analytic source). Finally, and especially when latent symbolism may be dis-
cussed, researchers should offer detailed excerpts from relevant statements
(messages) that serve to document the researchers interpretations. A saferule
of thumb to follow is theinclusion of at least three independent examples for
each interpretation.

Blending Manifest and Latent Content
Analysis Strategies

Perhaps the best resolution of this dilemma about whether to use manifest or
latent content is to use both whenever possible. In this case, a given unit of
content would receive the same attention from both methods—to the extent
that coding procedures (discussed presently) for both the manifest and latent
content are reasonably valid and reliable (Babbie, 1998). By reporting the fre-
guency with which a given concept appears in text, researchers suggest the
magnitude of this observation. It is more convincing for their arguments
when researchers demonstrate the appearance of a claimed observation in
some large proportion of the material under study (eg., 20 percent, 30 per-
cent, 40 percent, and so on).

Researchers must bear in mind, however, that these descriptive statis-
tics—namely, proportions and frequency distributions—do not necessarily
reflect the nature of the data or variables. If the theme "positive attitude
toward shoplifting,” appears 50 times in one subject's interview transcript
and 25 times in another subject's, this would not be judtification for the
researchers to claim that the first subject is twice as likely to shoplift as the
second subject. In short, researchers must be cautious not to take or claim
magnitudes as findings in themselves. The magnitude for certain observa-
tions is presented to demonstrate more fully the overall analysis.

COMMUNICATION COMPONENTS

According to Holsti (1969) and Carney (1972), communications have three
magor components: the message, the sender, and the audience. The message
should be analyzed in terms of explicit themes, relative emphasis on various
topics, amount of space or time devoted to certain topics, and numerous
other dimensions. Occasionaly, messages are analyzed for information about
the sender of the communication. According to Chadwick et al. (1984), the
linkages between the message content and attributes of the sender are often
dlight. Nonetheless, some characteristics of the sender may be discernible,
especially if numerous examples are available, audible (recorded) messages
are examined, or verbatim transcriptions from recordings are used (including
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literal representations of pauses, mispronounced words, grammatical errors,
slang, and other language styles).

Strauss (1987, p. 33) similarly differentiates between what he cals in
vivo codes and sociological constructs. Invivo codes aretheliteral termsused
by individuals under investigation, the terms used by the various actors
themselves. "In vivo codes tend to be the behaviors or processes which will
explain to the analyst how the basic problem of the actors is resolved or
processed” (Strauss, 1987, p. 33). In contrast, sociologica constructs are for-
mulated by the analyst. Terms and categories such as professional attitude,
family oriented, obsessive workaholic, and educationally minded might represent
examples of sociologica constructs. These constructs, of course, need not
derive exclusively from sociology and may come from the fields of educa-
tion, nursing, psychology, and the like. Strauss (1987, p. 34) explains that
these constructs "are based on a combination of the researcher's scholarly
knowledge and knowledge of the substantive fiedld under study." The result
of using constructs is the addition of certain socia scientific meanings that
might otherwise be missed in the analysis. Thus, sociologica constructs add
breadth and depth to observations by reaching beyond local meanings to
broader social scientific ones.

Researchers may additionally use content analysis to assess a mes-
sage's effects on the audience. The Pornography and Television Violence
Commissions tried, for example, to assess the impact of sexual or violent
material on television and in movies on those who watched this genre of
entertainment (Commission on Obscenity and Pornography, 1970; Comstock
& Rubinstein, 1972). However, making accurate inferences about either the
characterigtics of the sender or the effects of the message on the audience is
often tenuous at best.

WHAT TO COUNT:
LEVELS AND UNITS OF ANALYSIS

When using a content analysis strategy to assess written documents, researchers
must firgt decide a what level they plan to sampleand what units of analysiswill
be counted. Sampling may occur at any or dl of the following levels. words,
phrases, sentences, paragraphs, sections, chapters, books, writers, ideologica
stance, subject topic, or smilar elements relevant to the context. When examin-
ing other forms of messages, researchers may use any of the preceding levels or
may sample at other conceptua levels more appropriate to the specific message.
For example, when examining television programs for violent content,
researchers might use segments between commercials asthe level of anaysis, or
they might choose to use the entire television program (excluding commercias)
asthelevel (see, for example, Fields, 1988).
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CATEGORY DEVELOPMENT:
BUILDING GROUNDED THEORY

Strauss (1987) describes the considerable misconception surrounding the devel-
opment of grounded theory. The term misconception, as Strauss (1987, p. 55)
points out, seems more appropriate than criticism. Misconceptionimpliesaninac-
curate reading of material pertaining to building grounded theory. On the other
hand, criticism connotes more of achalenge to or detraction from the benefits of
this process. Central to misconception are the notions that grounded theory isan
entirely inductive process, that it does not verify findings, and that it somehow
mol ds the data to the theory rather than the reverse.

Strauss (1987, p. 55), in alengthy note, singles out Miles and Huberman
(1983) asillustrating severa instrumental misconceptions (brackets in origi-
nal text contain Strauss's responses):

In Miles and Huberman (1983, p. 57) there is dso a misunderstanding about

grounded theory technology. The materia in my book, written before their pub-
lication gppeared, runs directly counter to some of their remarks, that: the
grounded theory gpproach has a lot going for it. Data get well molded to the
codes that represent them, and we get more of a code-in-use flavor than the
generic code-for-many-uses generated by prefabricated gart lists.... Thetrade-

df hereisthat earlier segments may have different codes than later ones. [They

may, in part, of course] Or to avoid this everything may have to be recorded

once amore empiricaly sculpted scheme emerges. [No] This meansmore over-
al coding time, and longer uncertainty about the coherence of the coding frame
[Probadly, but deliberate, in part].

In addition, Miles and Huberman (1983, pp. 63-64) promote the worri-
some notion that coding is not an enjoyable task, which suggests that other
aspects of the research enterprise are more fun. This text as well as Strauss
(1987) strongly disagree. Coding and other fundamental procedures associ-
ated with grounded theory development are certainly hard work and must
be taken serioudly, but just as many people enjoy finishing a complicated jig-
saw puzzle, many researchers find great satisfaction in coding and analysis.
As researchers move through the coding process and begin to see the puzzle
pieces come together to form a more complete picture, the process can be
downright thrilling. Time consuming, tiring, and even laborious as the
processis, it is seldom boring!

The categories researchers use in a content analysis can be determined
inductively, deductively, or by some combination of both (Strauss, 1987).
Abrahamson (1983, p. 286) indicates that an inductive approach begins with
the researchers "immersing" themselves in the documents (that is, the vari-
ous messages) in order to identify the dimensions or themes that seem mean-
ingful to the producers of each message. In a deductive approach, researchers
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use some categorica scheme suggested by a theoretical perspective, and the
documents provide a means for assessing the hypothesis. In many circum-
stances, the relationship between a theoretical perspective and certain mes-
sages involves both inductive and deductive approaches. However, in order
to present the perceptions of others (the producers of messages) in the most
forthright manner, a greater reliance upon induction is necessary. Neverthe-
less, aswill be shown, induction should not be undertaken to the exclusion of
deduction.

The development of inductive categories alows researchers to link or
ground these categories to the data from which they derive. Certainly itisrea-
sonable to suggest that insights and general questions about research derive
from previous experience with the study phenomena. This may represent
personal experience, scholarly experience (having read about it), or previous
research undertaken to examine the matter. Researchers, smilarly, draw on
these experiences in order to propose tentative comparisons that assist in cre-
ating various deductions. Experience thus underpins both inductive and
deductive reasoning.

From this interplay of experience, induction, and deduction, Glaser and
Strauss formulate their description of grounded theory. According to Glaser
and Strauss (1967, pp. 2-3):

To generatetheory... we suggest asthe best approach aninitial, systematic dis-
covery of the theory from the data of socid research. Then one can be relatively
sure that the theory will fit the work. And since categories are discovered by
examination of the data, laymen involved in the area to which the theory
applies will usually be able to understand it, while sociologists who work in
other areas will recognize an understandable theory linked with the data of a
given area

What to Count

Seven mgjor elements in written messages can be counted in content analy-
sis: words or terms, themes, characters, paragraphs, items, concepts, and
semantics (Berelson, 1952; Berg, 1983; Merton, 1968; Sdlltiz et al., 1959).

Words. Theword isthe smallest element or unit used in content anaysis. Its
use generally results in a frequency distribution of specified words or terms.

Themes. The theme is a more useful unit to count. In its simplest form, a
theme is a smple sentence, a string of words with a subject and a predicate.
Because themes may be located in a variety of places in most written docu-
ments, it becomes necessary to specify (in advance) which places will be
searched. For example, researchers might use only the primary theme in a
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given paragraph location or aternatively might count every theme in a given
text under analysis.

Characters. Insomestudies, characters (persons) are significant to the analy-
sis. In such cases, you count the number of times a specific person or persons
are mentioned rather than the number of words or themes.

Paragraphs. The paragraph isinfrequently used as the basic unit in content
analysis chiefly because of the difficulties that have resulted in attempting to
code and classfy the various and often numerous thoughts stated and
implied in a single paragraph.

Items. An item represents the whole unit of the sender's message—that is,
an item may be an entire book, a letter, speech, diary, newspaper, or even an
in-depth interview.

Concepts. The use of concepts as unitsto count is amore sophisticated type of
word counting than previously mentioned. Concepts involve words grouped
together into conceptud clusters (ideas) that constitute, in some instances, vari-
ables in a typical research hypothesis (Sanders & Pinhey 1959, p. 191). For
instance, a conceptual cluster may form around the idea of deviance. Words
such ascrime, delinquency, kiting, and fraud might cluster around the conceptual
idea of deviance (Babbie, 1998). To some extent, the use of a concept asthe unit
of analysis leads toward more latent than manifest content.

Semantics. In the type of content analysis known as semantics, researchers are
interested not only in the number and type of words used but aso in how affected
the word(s) may be—in other words, how strong or weak aword (or words) may
bein reation to the overal sentiment of the sentence (Sanders & Pinhey, 1959).

Combinations of Elements

In many instances, research requires the use of a combination of severa con-
tent analytic elements. For example, in my study (Berg, 1983) to identify sub-
jective definitions for Jewish affiliationd categories (Orthodox, Conservative,
Reform, and Nonpracticing), | used a combination of both item and para-
graph elements as a content unit. In order to accomplish a content analysis of
these definitions (as items), | lifted every respondent's definitions of each
affiliational category verbatim from an interview transcript. Each set of defi-
nitions was additionally annotated with the transcript number from which it
had been taken. Next, each definition (as items) was separated into its com-
ponent definitional paragraph for each affiliational category. An example of
this definitional paragraphing is shown below (Berg, 1983, p. 76):
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INTERVIEW #60: ORTHODOX
Wdl, | guess, Orthodox keep kosher in [the] home and away from home.
Observe the Sabbath, and, you know ..., actually if somebody did [those] and
considered themselves an Orthodox Jew, to me that would be enough. | would
say that they were Orthodox.

INTERVIEW #60: CONERVATIVE
Conservative, | guess, is the fdlow who doesn't want to say he's Reform
because it's objectionable to him. But he's a long way from being Orthodox.

INTERVIEW #60: REFORM

Reform isjust somebody that, they say they are Jewish because they don't want
to lose their identity. But actually | want to be considered a Reform, ‘cause | say
I'm Jewish, but | wouldn't want to be associated as a Jew if | didn't actually
observe any of the laws.

INTERVIEW #60: NONPRACTICING

Well, a Nonpracticing is the guy who would have no temple affiliation, no &fil-
iation with being Jewish at all, except that he considers himself a Jew. | guess he
practices in no way, except to himsdlf.

Units and Categories

Content analysisinvolves the interaction of two processes: specification of the
content characteristics (basic content elements) being examined and applica-
tion of explicit rules for identifying and recording these characteristics. The
categories into which you code content items vary according to the nature of
the research and the particularities of the data (that is, whether they are
_ detailed responses to open-ended questions, newspaper columns, letters,
television transcripts, and so on).

As with all research methods, conceptualization and operationalization
necessarily involve an interaction between theoretical concerns and empirical
observations. For instance, if researchers wanted to examine newspaper ori-
entations toward changes in a state's seat-belt law (as a potential barometer
of public opinion), they might read newspaper articles and/or editorials. As
they read each article, the researchers could ask themselves which ones were
in favor of and which ones were opposed to changesin the law. Were the arti-
cles' positions more clearly indicated by their manifest content or by some
undertone? Was the decision to label one article pro or con based on the use
of certain terms, on presentation of specific study findings, or because of
statements offered by particular characters (for example, celebrities, political
figures, and so on)? The answers to these questions dlow the researchers to
develop inductive categories in which to dot various units of content.
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As previously mentioned, researchers need not limit their procedures to
induction aone. Both inductive and deductive reasoning may provide fruitful
findings. If, for example, investigators are attempting to test hypothetical
propositions, their theoretical orientation should suggest empirica indicators
of concepts (deductive reasoning). If they have begun with specific empirical
observations, they should attempt to develop explanations grounded in the
data (grounded theory) and apply these theories to other empirical observa-
tions (inductive reasoning).

There are no easy ways to describe specific tactics for developing cate-
gories or to suggest how to go about defining (operationalizing) these tactics.
To paraphrase Schatzman and Strauss's (1973, p. 12) remark about method-
ological choices in general, the categorizing tactics worked out—some in
advance, some devel oped later—should be consistent not only with the ques-
tions asked and the methodological requirements of science but also with a
relation to the properties of the phenomena under investigation. Stated suc-
cinctly, categories must be grounded in the data from which they emerge
(Denzin, 1978; Glaser & Strauss, 1967). The development of categoriesin any
content analysis must derive from inductive reference (to be discussed in
detail later) concerning patterns that emerge from the data

For example, in a study evaluating the effectiveness of a Florida-based
delinquency diversion program, | (Berg, 1986) identified severa thematic cate-
gories from information provided on intake sheets. By setting up atally sheet,
I managed to use the criminal offenses declared by arresting officers in their
general statements to identify two distinct classes of crime, in spite of arresting
officers use of similar-sounding terms. In one class of crime, several similar
termswere used to describe what amounted to the same type of crime. In asec-
ond class of crime, officers more consistently referred to the same type of crime
by a consistent term. Specificdly, | found that the words shoplifting, petty theft,
and retail theft each referred to essentially the same category of crimeinvolving
the stealing of some type of store merchandise, usually not exceeding $350 in
value. Somewhat surprisingly, the semanticaly similar term petty larceny was
used to describe the taking of cash whether it was from aretail establishment,
adomicile, or an auto. Thus, the data indicated a subtle perceptual distinction
made by the officers reporting juvenile crimes.

Recently, Dabney (1993) examined how practicing nurses perceived other
nurses who worked while impaired by acohol or drugs. He developed severd
thematic categories based on previous studies found in the literature. He was
also able to inductively identify several classes of drug diversion described by
subjects during the course of interviews. For instance, many subjects referred
to stockpiled drugs that nurses commonly used for themselves. These drugs
included an assortment of pain killers and mild sedatives stored in a box, a
drawer, or some similar container on the unit or floor. These stockpiled drugs
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accumulated when patients died or were transferred to another hospital unit
and this information did not immediately reach the hospital pharmacy.

Classes and Categories

Three mgjor procedures are used to identify and develop classes and categories
in a standard content analysis and to discuss findings in research that use con-
tent analysis: common classes, specia classes, and theoretical classes.

Common Classes. The firg are the common classes of a culture in general.
These classes are used by virtually anyone in society to distinguish between
and among persons, things, and events (for example, age, gender, mother,
father, teacher, and so on). These common classes, as categories, provide for
lay people a means of designation in the course of everyday thinking and
communicating, and to engender meaning in their socia interactions (see
Duncan, 1962; Schatzman & Strauss, 1973; Strauss, 1959). These common
classes are essentia in assessing whether certain demographic characteristics
are related to patterns that may arise during a given data anaysis.

Special Classes. Special classes are those labels used by members of certain
areas (communities) to distinguish among the things, persons, and events
within their limited province (Schatzman & Strauss, 1973). These special classes
can belikened to jargoni zed terms used commonly in certain professions but not
by lay people. Alternatively, these special classes may be described as out-group
versus in-group classfications. In the case of the out-group, the reference isto
labels conventionally used by the greater (host) community or society; as for the
in-group, the reference is to conventional terms and labels used among some
specified group or that may emerge as theoretical classes.

Theoretical Classes. Thetheoretical classesarethosethat emergeinthecourse
of analyzing the data (Schatzman & Strauss, 1973). In most content analysis,
these theoretical classes provide an overarching pattern (a key linkage) that
occurs throughout the analysis. Nomenclature that identifies these theoretical
classes generaly borrows from that used in special classes and, together with
analytically constructed labels, accounts for novelty and innovations.

According to Schatzman and Strauss (1973), these theoretical classes are
specia sources of classification because their specific substance is grounded
in the data. Because these theoretical classes are not immediately knowable or
available to observers until they spend considerable time going over the ways
respondents (or messages) in a sample identify themselves and others, it is
necessary to retain the special classes throughout much of the analysis.

The next problem to address is how to identify various classes and cat-
egories in the data set, which leads to a discussion of open coding.
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OPEN CODING

Inexperienced researchers, athough they may intelectualy understand the
process described so far, usually become lost a about this point in the actua
process of coding. Some of the mgjor obstacles that cause anguish include the
so-caled true or intended meaning of the sentence and a desire to know the
real motivation behind a subject's clearly identifiable lie. If the researchers can
get beyond such concerns, the coding can continue. For.the most part, these
concerns are actualy irrelevant to the coding process, particularly with regard
to open coding, the central purpose of whichisto openinquiry widdly. Although
interpretations, questions, and even possible answers may seem to emerge as
researchers code, it is important to hold these as tentative at best. Contradic-
tions to such early conclusions may emerge during the coding of the very next
document. The most thorough analysis of the various concepts and categories
will best be accomplished after all the material has been coded. The solution to
the novice investigators' anguish, then, as suggested by Strauss (1987, p. 28) is
to "believe everything and believe nothing" while undertaking open coding.
Strauss (1987, p. 30) suggests four basic guidelines when conducting open
coding. These are: (1) ask the data a pecific and consistent set of questions,

'(2) analyze the data minutely, (3) frequently interrupt the coding to write athe-

oretical note, and (4) never assume the analytic relevance of any traditional
variable such as age, sex, socid class, and so forth until the data show it to be
relevant. A detailed discussion of each of these guidelines follows.

1. Ask the data a specific and consistent set of questions. The most general ques-
tion researchers must keep in mind is, What study are these data pertinent to?
In other words, what was the original objective of the research study? Thisis
not to suggest that the data must be molded to that study. Rather, the origi-
nal purpose of a study may not be accomplished and an alternative or unan-
ticipated goal may be identified in the data. For example, in Pearson's (1987)
evaluation of a New Jersey intensive problem supervision program, the orig-
inal aim was to demonstrate cost effectiveness. Although objective indicators
failed to support the cogt effectiveness of the experimental program, severa
indirect indicators suggested that the program nonetheless was fairly suc-
cessful. These other measures involved repeated reports from relatives of pro-
bationers about changes in attitudes demonstrated by the program partici-
pants. For instance, the wife of one participant reported that her husband had
begun to send child-support payments in full and on time. Parents of another
program participant reported that their child had begun to show persona
responsibility by doing household chores around the home—something the
individual had previously never undertaken.

Thus, Pearson (1987) points to an unanticipated benefit from the pro-
gram. Thisillustration demonstrates the need both to keep the original study
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aim in mind and to remain open to multiple or unanticipated results that
emerge from the data.

2. Analyze thedata minutely. Strauss (1987) cautionsthat researchers should
remember that they are conducting an initial coding procedure. As such, itis
important to analyze data minutely. Students in qualitetive research should
remind themselves that in the beginning, more is better. Coding is much like
the traditional funnel used by many educators to demonstrate how to write
papers. You begin with a wide opening, a broad statement; narrow the state-
ment throughout the body by offering substantial backing; and findly, at the
small end of the funnel, present a refined, tightly stated conclusion. In the case
of coding, the wide end represents inclusion of many categories, incidents,
interactions, and the like. These are coded minutely during open coding. Later,
this effort ensures extensive theoretical coverage that will be thoroughly
grounded. At alater time, more systematic coding can be accomplished, build-
ing from the numerous elements that emerge during this phase of open coding.

The question that arises, of course, is when to stop this open coding
process and move on to the speedier, more systematic coding phase. Typi-
caly, as researchers minutely code, they eventually saturate the document
with repetitious codes. As this occurs and the repetition alows the
researchers to move more rapidly through the documents, it is usually safe to
conclude that the time has come to move on.

3. Freguently interrupt the coding to write a theoretical note. This third guide-
line suggested by Strauss (1987) directs researchers closer to grounded theory.
Often, in the course of coding, a comment in the document triggers ideas.
Researchers should take a moment to jot down a note about these ideas,
which may well prove useful later. If they fail to do so, they are very likely to
forget the idea. In many instances, researchers find it useful to keep a record
of where in each document similar comments, concepts, or categories seem to
convey the same elements that originally triggered the theory or hypothesis.
For example, during the coding process of a study on adolescents' involve-
ment with alcohol, crime, and drugs, interview transcripts revealed youths
speaking about drugs and criminal activities as if they were almost parti-
tioned categories (Carpenter et al., 1988). Notes scribbled during coding later
led to theories on drug-crime event sequences and the nexus of drug-crime
events.

4. Never assumetheanalytic relevance of any traditional variable such asage, sex,
social class, and so on until the data show it to berelevant. AsStrauss (1987, p. 32)
indicates, even these more mundane variables must "earn their way into the
grounded theory." This assumes that these variables are necessarily con-
tributing to some condition, but it does not mean you are prohibited from
intentionally using certain variables deductively. The first guideline, What
are the study data pertinent to? is germane to the coding process. Conse-
quently, if researchers are interested in gender differences, naturaly, they
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begin by assuming that gender might be analytically relevant, but if the data
fail to support this assumption, the researchers must accept this result.

CODING FRAMES

Content analysis is accomplished through the use of coding frames. The cod-
ing frames are used to organize the data and identify findings after open cod-
ing has been completed. The first coding frame is often a multileveled process
that requires several successive sortings of al cases under examination.
Investigators begin with a general sorting of cases into some specified specid
class. In many ways, this first frame is similar to what Strauss (1987, p. 32)
describesasaxia coding. According to Strauss (1987) axial coding occurs after
open coding is completed and consists of intensive coding around one cate-
gory. The first sorting approximates Strauss's description of axial coding. An
example may better illustrate this process.

| (Berg, 1983) began my first sorting by separating all cases into Jewish
affiliational categories declared by respondents during an initial telephone
contact. Subjects responses came after being asked in a screening question:
"With which of the following do you most closely associate yoursalf: Reform,
Orthodox, Conservative, or Nonpractiring?' (Subjects were consistently
asked this question using the preceding affiliational ordering in an attempt to
guard against certain acquiescent response sets.)

This procedure separated my sample (cases) into four groupings bear-
ing the conventional affiliational titles listed above. After completing this
sorting, | carefully read the responses to the identical question asked in the
course of each respondent's in-depth interview. Subsequently, each afilia
tional grouping was subdivided into three groups using the following crite-
ria of selection:

1. The first subdivision in each category consisted of al cases in which
respondents' answers to the interview version of the question, "With
which of the following ..." (1) were consistent with the response given
during the telephone screening and (2) were offered with no qualifica-
tion or exception.

2. The second subdivision in each category consisted of cases in which
respondents qualified their responses with a simple modifier (usualy
a single adjective), but were otherwise consistent with the response
offered on the telephone screening question (for example, "I am a
modern Orthodox Jew.").

3. The third subdivision consisted of al cases in which the respondents
offered detailed explanations for their affiliational declarations that
were also consistent with their telephone screening response. For exam-
ple, one male respondent explained that just as his father had switched
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from being an Orthodox to a Conservative affiliate, so too did he make
a switch from being a Conservative to a Reform affiliate. His declaration
of Reform, however, was consistent with what he had originally declared
during the telephone screening.

4. The fourth subdivision consisted of al cases in which the respondents
contradicted their original telephone screening question response or
indicated that they smply could not determine where they fit in terms
of the four conventional affiliational categories.

Using the above criteria, | sorted my cases into the indicated subdivi-
sions. Following this, and using a sorting process similar to the preceding
one, | again subdivided each newly created subgroup to produce a typologi-
ca scheme containing 16 distinct categories, the overarching or key linkage
in every case being the subjective declaration of each respondent (at two dis-
tinct iterations of the same question).

Having sorted and organized my data, | was ready to interpret the pat-
terns apparent from both the organizational scheme and the details offered in
response to interview questions. At thisjuncture in my analysis, relevant theo-
retical perspectives were introduced in order to tie the analysis both to estab-
lished theory and to my own emerging grounded theory (Glaser & Strauss,
1967). These theoretical considerations and sociological constructs led me to
analyze severa other detailed responses to interview questions. These other
questions concerned respondents' involvement in and knowledge of religious
symbols and ceremonies. In order to preserve the key linkage throughout the
entire analysis process, each subsequent analysis of responses was performed
againgt the newly created typologica scheme of subjective identification labels
(the 16-category scheme mentioned previously).

Another example of this axid coding or sorting process is offered by
Bing (1987), who examined plea bargaining by using an archival strategy. He
created a master list containing over 400 articles that examined plea bargain-
ing as represented in 12 mgjor socid science journals during the past 5 years
(Bing, 1987, pp. 50ff).

Following the creation of his master list, Bing sorted his articles, firs by
manifest theoretical orientation and second by methodol ogical approach. After elim-
inating categories that contained only a single article and collapsing funda-
mentally similar theoretical orientations, Bing identified 12 distinct theoretical
categories (for example, labeling theory, organizationa theory, crime con-
trol/due process theory, economic theory, dramaturgica theory, and so forth).
The second coding resulted in six distinct methodological approaches, which
Bing used to subdivide each of the theoretica categories. Bing established
objective criteria for each of the possible theoretical categories. As Bing (1987,
pp. 72-73) explains his criteriac "The general focus of the article was used to
determine the theoretical orientation [of each article]. In some instances, the
author would clearly state the theory; on other occasions, the theoretical
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approach was lifted based upon statements [offered by the author and] used to
characterize the study." In essence, Bing sought to identify theoretical
approaches by examining the expression by each author (either directly or indi-
rectly) of atheoretica declaration.

Strauss similarly outlines the coding process. According to Strauss
(1987, p. 28), the analyst begins with a procedure he calls open coding. This
procedure is described as an unrestricted coding of the data. With open cod-
ing, you carefully and minutely read the document line by line and word by
word to determine the concepts and categories that fit the data. These con
cepts, once uncovered, are entirely tentative. As you continue working with
and thinking about the data, questions and even some plausible answers dso
begin to emerge. These questions and answers should lead you to other
issues and further questions concerning "conditions, strategies, interactions
and consequences’ (Strauss, 1987, p. 28).

A Few More Words on Analytic Induction

As Robinson (1951) suggests, "Since Znaniecki stated it in 1934, the method
of analytic induction has comeinto important use." The use of analytic induc-
tion, however, also hasinvolved a number of refinements—including severa
variations on its style and purpose. For example, Sutherland and Cressey
(1966) refined the method and suggest that it be used in the study of causes
of crime. Even before Sutherland (1950), Lindesmith (1947) had discovered
the usefulness of an anaytic inductive strategy in astudy of opiate users. Lin-
desmith (1952, p. 492) describes analytic induction as follows:

The principle which governs the selection of cases to test a theory is that the
chances of discovering a decisive negative case should be maximized. The
investigator who has aworking hypothesis concerning the data becomes avare
of certain areas of critical importance. If his theory is fdse or inadequate, he
knowsthat itsweakness will be more clearly and quickly exposed if he proceeds
to the investigation of those critical areas. This involves going out of one's way
to look for negative evidence.

Adding further refinements to the method, Glaser and Strauss suggest
that analytic induction should combine analysis of data after the coding
process with analysis of data while integrating theory. In short, anaysis of
datais grounded to established theory and is aso capable of developing the-
ory. Glaser and Strauss (1967, p. 102) describe their refinements as follows:

We wish to suggest a third approach to the analysis of qualitative data—one
that combines, by an analytic procedure of constant comparison, the explicit
coding procedures of the first approach [analysis of data after coding] and the
style of theory development of the second [the integration of data and theory].
The purpose of the constant comparative method of joint coding and anaysisis
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to generate theory more systematically than alowed by the second approach,
by using explicit coding and analytic procedures. While more systematic than
the second approach, this method does not adhere completely to the first, which
hinders the devel opment of theory because it is designed for provisional testing
and not discovering hypotheses.

Glaser and Strauss (1967) suggest that such ajoint coding and anaysis
of datais amore honest way to present findings and analysis. Similarly, Mer-
ton (1968, pp. 147-148) discusses the "logica fdlacy underlying post factum
explanations" and hypothesis testing. Merton states:

It is often the case in empirica socid research that data are collected and only
then subjected to interpretative comment. . . . Such post factum explanations
designed to "explain" observations, differ in logical function from speciously
similar procedures where the observational materials are utilized in order to
derive fresh hypotheses to be confirmed by new observations.

A disarming characteristic of the procedure is that the explanations are
indeed consistent with the given set of observations. Thisis scarcely surprising,
in as much as only those post factum hypotheses are selected which do accord
with these observations. . . . The method of post factum explanation does not
lend itsdlf to nullifiability.

Researchers should make extensive use of Glaser and Strauss's (1967)
style of anaytic induction and, perhaps more directly, of Strauss's (1987)
rearticulation of their position. According to Strauss (1987, p. 12):

Because of our earlier writing in Discovery (1967) where we attacked specula
tive theory—quite ungrounded in bodies of data—many people mistakenly
refer to grounded theory as "inductive theory" in order to contrast it with say,
the theories of Parson or Blau. But as we have indicated, dl three aspects of
inquiry (induction, deduction, and verification) are absolutely essential. ... In
fact, it isimportant to understand that various kinds of experience are central to
al these modes of activity—induction, deduction, and verification—that enter
into inquiry.

Throughout the analysis, researchers should incorporate al appropriate
modes of inquiry. Thus, both logicaly derived hypotheses and those that have
"serendipitously” (Merton, 1968) arisen from the data may find their way into
the research.

Interrogative Hypothesis Testing

In order to verify and assess the applicability of a given hypothesis, researchers
should useastyle of negative casetesting suggested by Robinson (1951), Linde-
smith (1952), Manheim and Simon (1977), and Denzin (1978). This process of
negative case testing essentidly involves the following steps:
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1. Make a rough hypothesis based on an observation from the data.

2. Conduct a thorough search of al cases to locate negative cases (that is,
cases that do not fit the hypothesized relationship).

3. If anegative case is located, either discard or reformulate the hypothe-
sis to account for the negative case or exclude the negative case.

4. Examine all relevant cases from the sample before determining whether
"practical certainty”" (Denzin, 1978) in this recommended analysis style
is attained.

For exampl e, based on areading of responses to the open-ended question,
"With which of the following do you most closaly associate yourself: Conserv-
ative, Orthodox, Reform, or Nonpracticing?' | (Berg, 1983) hypothesized that
certain groups of persons offered instrumentally oriented answers (that is, ori-
ented to achievement and goas) while other groups offered expressively ori-
ented answers (that is, sentimental, feding oriented, and symbalic). | further
hypothesized that these styles of responses could be linked to particular cate-
gories relevant to the analysis of differential involvement with religious activi-
ties and subjective dfiliationa identification. However, dfter carefully reexam-
ining each case, with these hypotheses in mind, | found many negative cases.
At each negative juncture, | attempted to reformul ate the hypotheses to account
for the cases that did not fit. Unfortunately, | soon realized that my hypotheses
had become artificid and meaningless. Consequently, | soon abandoned them.
None of the successive formulations were constructed de novo but were based
on some aspect of the preceding hypothetical relationship (see Denzin, 1978,
pp. 193-194; Lindesmith, 1947, pp. 9-10).

It may be argued that the search for negative cases sometimes neglects
contradictory evidence (that is, when a case both affirms and in some way
denies a hypothetica relationship) or distorts the origina hypothetical rela
tionship (that is, when the observers read into the data whatever relationship
they have hypothesized—a variation on post factum hypothesizing). To accom-
plish content analysisin the style recommended here, researchers must use sev-
eral safeguards against these potentia flaws in anadysis. Firgt, whenever num-
bers of cases dlow, examples that illustrate a point should be lifted at random
from among the relevant grouped cases. Second, every assertion made in the
analysis should be documented with no fewer than three examples. Third, ana-
Iytic interpretations should be examined carefully by an independent reader
(someone other than the actual researchers) to ensure that their clams and
assertions are not derived from a misreading of the data and that they have
been documented adequately. Findly, whenever inconsistencies in patterns do
emerge, these too should be discussed in order to explain whether they have
invalidated overall patterns. Failure to mention theseinconsistencies in pattern
is aless than forthright presentation of the data and analysis.

In effect, the use of the above safeguards avoids what Glaser and
Strauss (1967, p. 5) describe as exampling. According to Glaser and Strauss,
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exampling is finding examples for "dreamed-up, speculative, or logicaly
deducted theory &fter the idea occurred,” rather than alowing the patterns to
emerge from the data. For instance, in the course of analyzing responses to
the question, "How do you celebrate Chanukkah, if at all?" during an early
analysis of the data, | (Berg, 1983) suggested that gift giving was emphasized
to a greater extent by some affiliational groups than by others. However,
when this section was read by an independent reader, the reader noticed that
several negative cases had been presented in evidence of this assertion. What
| had originally missed was that the more traditional affiliational group
members had described their style of gift giving in the midst of a number of
traditional (religious) rituals. On the other hand, many of the nonpracticing
affiligtional group members had described gift giving as being in competition
with an observance of Christmas and thus actually fused their observance of
Chanukkah with an observance of Christmas.

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE
CONTENT ANALY SIS PROCESS

Perhaps the most important advantage of content analysisis that it can be vir-
tually unobtrusive (Webb et d., 1981). Content anaysis, athough useful when
analyzing depth interview data, may also be used nonreactively: no one needs
to be interviewed, no one needs to fill out lengthy questionnaires, no one must
enter a laboratory. Rather, newspaper accounts, public addresses, libraries,
archives, and similar sources allow researchers to conduct analytic studies.

An additional advantage is that it is cogt effective. Generally, the mate-
rials necessary for conducting content analysis are easily and inexpensively
accessible. One college student working alone can effectively undertake a
content analysis, whereas undertaking a national survey, for instance, might
reguire enormous g&f, time, and expense.

A further advantage to content analysis is that it provides a means by
which to study processes that occur over long periods of time or that may
reflect trends in a society (Babbie, 1998). As examples, you might study the
portrayal of women in the media from 1800 to 1993 or you might focus on
changing images of women in the media from 1982 to 1992. For instance,
McBroom (1992) recently examined women in the clergy as depicted in the
Christian Century between 1984 and 1987. McBroom (1992, p. 208) reports:

1934 was a year when the issue of women's ordination gained support in the
news media, as indicated by the number of positive references, especialy arti-
cles, duringtheyear.... The next year, 1985, was ayear of transition, as few ref-
erences were recorded for that year. The data for the years 1986 and 1987 indi-
cate a growing negative response to the issue of the ordination of women,
especialy in the negative news reports.
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The data . . . indicate that, in general, conditions and opportunities for
women in the clergy in the United States deteriorated rather than improved
during these years.

Thus, using content analysis, McBroom (1992) was able to examine data dur-
ing individual years aswell as over the span of al years under study.

The single serious weakness of content analysis may be in locating
unobtrusive messages relevant to the particular research questions. In other
words, content analysis is limited to examining already recorded messages.
Although these messages may be oral, written, graphic or videotaped, they
must be recorded in some manner in order to be analyzed.

Of course, when you undertake content analysis as an analysis tool
rather than as a complete research strategy, such a weakness is minimal. For
example, if researchers use content analysis to analyze interview data or
responses to open-ended questions (on written questionnaires), this weak-

. hessisvirtually nonexistent.

Another limitation (although some might call it a weakness) of content
analysis is that it is ineffective for testing causal relationships between vari-
ables. Researchers and their audiences must resist the temptation to infer such
relationships. Thisis particularly true when researchers forthrightly present the
proportion or frequency with which atheme or pattern is observed. Thiskind
of information is appropriate to indicate the magnitude of certain responses;
however, it is not appropriate to attach cause to these presentations.

Aswith any anaytic method, the advantages of content analysis must be
weighed againgt the disadvantages and against alternative research strategies.
Although content analysis may be appropriate for some research problems and
designs, itisnot appropriatein every research situation. It isaparticularly ben-
eficid procedure for assessing events or processes in socid groups when pub-
lic records exid. It is likewise helpful in many types of exploratory or descrip-
tive studies. But if you are interested in conducting experimental or causal
research, content analysisisvirtually useless.

COMPUTERS AND QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

Itisnow 35 years since Genera Inquirer, the first software program designed
to assist in the analysis of textual data, became public (Stone et al., 1966,
Tesch, 1991). Of course, when Genera Inquirer came out, small affordable
personal computers did not exist. To use Genera Inquirer, one needed access
to a large mainframe computer and sufficient time to read and digest its
book-length instructions. This program ill largely operated on the basis of
counting and numerous calculations. Yet it did work exclusively with textual
data (Tesch, 1991).
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In today's "Star Wars," supersonic, hypertechnology age, most acade-
mics have or have access to personal computers—at least for word process-
ing. In fact, die-hards who cling to their Smith Coronas and IBM Sdectric
typewriters are likely to be viewed by colleagues as somewhat strange.

Most experienced qualitative researchers are aware that a number of
computer programs for qualitative data exist, even if they do not use them.
Each year, more and more qualitative researchers do begin trying and using
these programs. Throughout the 1980s, many academic journals began pub-
lishing articles directing considerable attention toward commercialy avail-
able software designed specificaly for qualitative analysis (Conrad & Rein-
harz, 1984; Drass 1980; Gerson, 1984; Heise, 1981; Jacobs, 1987; Seidel, 1984).

In 1987, Brent, Scott, and Spencer reported that 77 percent of the quali-
tative researchers they surveyed on computer use said they used computers
in their research. In 1991, Tesch reported that over 3,000 people had pur-
chased a single dedicated qualitative analysis software package called The
Ethnograph (Tesch, 1991). In a 1991 survey of qualitative researchersby Miles
and Huberman (1994), three quarters of respondents reported using com-
puter software for data entry, coding, searching and retrieval, display, and
concept building. Miles and Huberman aso found that satisfaction with com-
puter software was mixed among these researchers.

It would be impossible to estimate how many qualitative researchers
today use either such dedicated software packages or word processing pro-
gramsin their analysis.

To be sure, the potential for using computers in qualitative research for
analytic purposes or, as Dennis (1984) cdls it, word crunching, is enormous.
Some researchers have adapted commercial software packages to their per-
sonal qualitative sorting or data management needs. For example, Lotus 1-2-3
and similar spreadsheets can be applied to awide assortment of tasks common
in content analysis. You can, for instance, create fields to contain shorthand ver-
sions of themes, classes, or categories and corresponding fields to indicate tal-
lies of these categorical containers. After you sort textua datainto these fieds,
calculations of the magnitude (how many times a theme has been placed in a
given thematic category) can be automatically determined.

Commercia computer utility programs such as Gofer, HyperCard, and
Super-HyperCard have been used by some qualitative researchers (Gerson,
1984). Additionally, most modern word processing programs have Find, Go
To, Locate, and indexing capabilities. These provide a wide assortment of
functions useful for sorting, managing, and coding quaitative textua data
and word crunching (Dabney, 1993). Norman (1989) describes the use of the
WordStar word processing program and, to a lesser extent, WordPerfect and
XYWrite, to locate words, move sections of text, and sort and rearrange tex-
tual materials for nurse researchers conducting content analysis.

Weitzman and Miles (1995) produced a sourcebook on computer Soft-
ware for qualitative data analysis. In this book, they review 24 different pro-
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grams that might be ussful to qualitative researchers. As Weitzman and Miles
(1995) caution readers, "There is no computer program that will ‘analyze' your
data  Computersdon't analyze data; people do." Weitzman and Miles (1995)
also explain that choosing the right software package depends not only on the
nature of your data—interview transcripts, fiedd notes, or other documents—
but on how you desire to approach and analyze these data. In other words,
what exactly do you want to accomplish with the analysis?

In addition, Weitzman and Miles (1995) suggest that choosing a software
program to assist in qualitative analysis depends on what | will call acomputer
comfort level. If a researcher is new to computers, or not very comfortable
using them, it is probably better to begin with a simple word processing pro-
gram. This will provide an opportunity for the novice to learn about and
explore the computer operating system and become more comfortable with
creating files, moving text and, in general, more confident about computers. If,
on the other hand, the researcher is fairly well acquainted with computers and
computer operating systems, he or she might want to explore one or another of
anumber of more dynamic database management programs.

As Weitzman and Miles (1995) outline, there are approximately six gen-
era types of functions available in software programs used in qualitative
analysis. In many cases, multiple functions are available in a given program.
These functions include: word processors, text retrievers, textbase managers,
code-and-retrieve programs, code-based theory builders, and conceptua
network-builders.

Word Processors

Word processors alow you to create text-based files and to effectively find,
move, reproduce, and retrieve sections of the text in each file. These provide
ameans for transcribing interviews or audio portions of video, writing up or
editing fidd notes, coding text for indexing and retrieval purposes, and even
writing up findings in reports.

Text Retrievers

Software packages such as Metamorph, Orbis, Sonar, Professonal, The Text
Collector, WordCruncher, or ZyINDEX are dedicated text search programs
(Weitzman and Miles, 1995). These programs specialize in locating every
instance of a specified word, phrase, or character string. As well, these pro-
grams are able to locate combinations of these items in one of several files.

Textbase Managers

Although similar in basic function to text retrievers, textbase managers provide
a greater capacity for organizing, sorting, and making subsets of the textua



262 CHAPTER ELEVEN

data. Severd examplesof these programsinclude askSam, Folio VIEWS, Table-
top, and MAX. Some of these programs are intended to manage fairly struc-
tured text organized into records or specific case files and fields or specified
areas in a given case. Other programs are capable of dealing with more free-
flowing forms of text and in some cases, even certain quantitative information.

Code-and-Retrieve Programs

Code-and-retrieve programs, according to Weitzman and Miles (1995), are
often developed by qualitative researchers rather than commercial software
developers. These programs are intended to assist the researcher in dividing
text into segments or chunks, attach codes, and find and display these coded
sections. These programs tend to fill in for the kind of cutting, pasting, and
sorting of hard copy data qualitative researchers once used. HyperQual2,
Kwalitan, QUALPRO, Martin, and The Ethnograph are all examples of code-
and-retrieve types of programs.

Code-Based Theory Builders

These types of programs are also frequently developed by researchers. Usu-
dly, these programs include the capacity to code and retrieve and aso offer

. gpecia features that assist you in developing theoretical connections between
coded concepts. As a result, higher-order classifications and connections can
be formulated. Weitzman and Miles (1995) list AQUAD, ATLAS/H, Hyper-
RESEARCH, NUDIST, and QCA as examples.

Conceptual Network Builders

Programs designed for conceptual network-building are intended to assist
the researcher in building and testing theory. These programs provide the
capacity to create graphic networks. Variables are displayed as nodes (usually
rectangles or dlipses) linked to other nodes by lines or arrows representing
relationships. These networks represent various types of semantic networks
that evolve from the data set and the concepts used by the researcher. Exam-
ples of these programs include ATLAS/ (which is aso a code-based theory
builder), MECA, and SemNet.

While new computer programs and applications for qualitative research
arisenearly daily, computer usein qualitativeresearch remainsinitsinfancy. For
some researchers, it makes no difference whether they use a dedicated qualita-
tive analysis program or apply some utility or word processing program to the
task. Thisisbecause, dearly, qualitative researchers have not yet adequately fig-
ured out how best to use computersin their research work! In part, this may be
because none of the tasks currently accomplished by computers and used in
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qualitative research redly move beyond data organization and management.
Any computer program or adaptation sill requires that the researcher think
through the analytic and theoretical relationships between origina conceptual-
izations and eventual empirical evidence. Quantitative application of comput-
ers, which is enormoudly fagt, largely makes hand caculation obsolete. Com-
puters make it easy for researchers to take hundreds of thousands of cases and
quickly determine a vast number of statistical aspects of the data set. Y& even
quantitative computer programs cannot by themselves (at least not yet) extrap-
olate on or beyond the gtatistical manipulations made on the data.

In the case of qualitative analysis, this problem of extrapolation is made
even more difficult. Analysis of datais often intertwined in the presentation
of findings and the explanation of results. Creating an apparatus that can
simultaneously present the findings and describe their anaytic importance
would require perfection of artificial computer intelligence—a step into the
future at least several decades away.

Asaresult, the use of computers by qualitative researchers remains, for
now, an attempt to locate "chunks of technology” (Gerson, 1990) that are
available, affordable, and seem to work for the present. It is important, how-
ever, to remember that computers are intended to reduce the amount of over-
al time a researcher spends in the data organization and analysis phase of
research. If you spend enormous amounts of time trying to locate, learn how
to use, and enter data into a computer program, this process may defeat the
origina time-saving purpose of computers. Nonetheless, the use of comput-
ers in qualitative research can significantly assist novice researchers. Thisis
because programs such as The Ethnograph provide clear directions on how
to begin organizing data into a usable structure. As you become more experi-
enced and adept at both data analysis and computer operations, you may fed
more confident and try other computer applications or adaptations.

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH AT THE
SPEED OF LIGHT

Many areas in quantitative research have been able to quickly adapt to the
advances made in computer technology, by creating faster and more
advanced datistical analytic packages. Qualitative research, however, may
seem to have lagged behind. In part, this may be because the nature of tex-
tual, visual, and auditor analysis simply have not lent themselves neatly to
any computer program. Partly, however, this may only be the outward
appearance of matters, because qualitative research can actualy embrace a
wider element of the contemporary computer age because of its interest in
textual, visual, and auditor analysis. Specificdly, | refer to the huge amount
of information that is available to explore through the Internet. As suggested
elsawhere in this book (see in Chapter 5 the section on Historiography),
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changes in information available on the net during the recent past have been
enormous. It is likely that such changes will continue to increase with geo-
metric progression.

| can easily forecast that with the advances in satellite technology and
wireless communications, qualitative researchers will soon (perhaps by the
5th edition of this book) be able to upload and download from the Internet a
wide variety of different types of qualitatively relevant data for analysis from
any location in the world. Physical restrictions lifted, qualitative researchers
will be able to conduct more effective research in the field, and because of
transmission, storage, and analysis capabilities, the geographic location of
even distant research sites may soon be an obstacle no more (seg, for exam-
ple, the use of remote sites in focus group interviews in Chapter 5).

Whilein truth, the available computer programs for qualitative research
analysis have not significantly advanced during the past five or even ten
years, the availability and access to a vast source of viable data have leaped
light years. For example, in 1993, Nigel Fielding wrote about a number of
available computer programs for qualitative data management and analysis.
In 1996, Beth Rodgers similarly wrote about such programs—including most
of those Fielding had discussed three years earlier. Ironicdly, those programs
mentioned in the preceding pages, again, replicate those discussed in these
earlier works. The maor advances for qualitative researchers has not
occurred in personal computing software. It has occurred in computing tech-
nology in general. Qualitative researchers need only open their minds, what
C. Wright Mills (1956) so aptly called the sociological imagination, to identify
useful research avenue on the information highway. It islikely here that qual-
itative research and analysis will achieve light speed.

Bdow are a list of just a few Internet sites that might alow interested
readers to begin their journey and expand their sociologica imagination.

1. Qualpage, a resource listing for qualitative researchers. http://www.
ualberta.ca/ -jrnorris/ qual .html

2. The Qualitative Research Page, alisting of relevant topics and resources:
http://www.oit.pdx.edu/~kerlinb/qual research/

3. The Qualitative Report, an online journal: http://www.nova.edu/ssss/
QR/index.html

4. The Institute of Sociology, Friedrich Schiller University, lists various
links to information on computer text analysis packages: http://www.
intext.de/ TEXTANAE.HTM

5. The Socid Science Information Gateway provides a listing of resources
for qualitative analysis including sites for information regarding
computer-based text analysis. http://sosig.esrc.bris.ac.uk/roads/
subject-listing/World/ qualmeth.html
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TRYING IT OUT

Suggestion 1. Sedlect a topic of interest to you, such as crime, medica
advances, ecology, technology, or another broad concern. Next, using your
school library's collection of the New York Times, locate 10 consecutive weeks
of the Sunday Week in Review section. Now seeif you can locate articleswith
headlines that relate to your topic of interest. If you accomplish these tasks,
you have actualy conducted a rudimentary form of thematic content analy-
sis. Your topic served asthe theme and the newspaper story headlines as your
units of anaysis.

Suggestion 2. Without writing their names on the paper, have everyonein
your classwrite aresponse to the following question: If you could change one
thing in the world today, what would it be?

Ask each classmate to write his or her gender and age at the bottom of
the response, but remind them not to write their names. Have each person
make enough photocopies to distribute one copy to every person in the class.
Now everyone has a set of datato work with.

Next, go through the responses and see if you can locate any patterns of
similarity or difference. Sort the responses into groups according to the pat-
terns or themes that emerge as you read through the responses. Try to make
the following assessments:

1. How many times have students identified the same (or very similar)
things they would change if they could?

2. What proportion of the class used identical words to describe what they
would change?

3. Are patterns any different if you firgt sort them according to gender?

4. Are patterns any different if you first sort them into the following age
groupings: young (under 20 years old), older (21-25 years old), oldest
(over 25 years old)?
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CHAPTER 12

WRITING RESEARCH PAPERS

SORTING THE NOODLES
FROM THE SOUP

My children, Alex and Kate, were earing alphabet soup for lunch one Sunday
afternoon. Kate, then about four years old, was stirring her soup with great care
and ddliberation. She managed to capture severa of the letters on her spoon,
carefully spill off the liquid, and spell out her name. "Look, Daddy, | wrote my
name with my noodles!" She held her spoon up for my inspection. She had
arranged the letters to spell "KATIE." Alex, seeing the attention his sister had
received, pulled his dripping spoon from his soup, and, spilling much of it onto
the floor, exclaimed, "Me too!" Unfortunately, his letters spelled out "XCYU,"
aunique spelling of "Alex," or, smply, falureto sort the noodles from the soup
in afashion that made his noodles mean something to others.

Qualitative methods similarly can result either in improved socia sci-
entific understanding or in meaningless gibberish. This last chapter is
designed to enable inexperienced researchers to offer up their noodles for
inspection by others in an understandable fashion—in other words, to write
up the research so that it will be disseminated.

IDENTIFYING THE PURPOSE OF THE WRITING:
ARRANGING THE NOODLES

When preparing to report information obtained from research, investigators
should begin by considering the purpose of the study. If you want, as some
sociological researchers do, to advance theory and conceptualization about
certain patterns of behaviors, this is the goal you must aim for (see Burns,
1980; Glassner & Berg, 1980; Humphreys, 1975). A dightly different goal may
be necessary if the purpose is to improve some particular component of the
practice of aparticular discipline, such asnursing (see Ipema, 1979; Jacobsen,
1979; Leininger, 1982; Peterson, 1985). Smilarly, as seen in much of the litera-
ture in criminology, corrections, the justice community, and other political
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spheres, researchers may focus upon policy issues (see Adler & Adler, 1983,
Berg, 1987; Johnson et a., 1985, Michalowski, 1996; Skibinski & Koszuth,
1986; Tontodonato & Hagan, 1998).

In part, identification of the purpose goes hand in hand with under-
standing the audience. For effective written dissemination of research infor-
mation, the character of the reading audience is as important to the writer as
the character of the listening audience is to the speaker when presenting an
oral presentation (Frankfort-Nachmias & Nachmias, 1996). If researchers are
interested in reaching a selected audience, their reports must speak to issues
and concerns relevant to that particular community. If, on the other hand,
they want to reach abroader, more general audience, the researcher must take
care to address larger, more general concerns. A common mistake made by
inexperienced researchersis coining termsto accommodate a given audience.
One may "sociologize," for example, nursing issues, believing this will make
them more understandable to sociologists. Conversely, one may "nursolo-
gize"—to coin aphrase—sociologica termsin order to make them more com-
prehensibleto nurses by using termslike ethnonursing, transcultural nursing,
and so forth. Both efforts are mistakes. Clear, concise writing and avoiding all
unnecessary jargon from any particular socid scientific discipline are the best
tactics. In the remainder of this chapter, mgor sections and components of
socia scientific reports are described.

DELINEATING A SUPPORTIVE STRUCTURE:
VISUAL SIGNALS FOR THE READER

Generally speaking, written reports can be conceptually divided into severa
different segments, each of which contributes some element necessary for the
reader to understand fully what the researchers say. In essence, these el ements
form the skeleton or supportive structure of the report. Supportive structure,
as it isused here, refers to a number of mgor headings that give order to the
research report. The headings in a research report form a kind of outline of
visual signals for the reader to follow. Headings in reports can be classfied as
occurring at different levels reflecting the general level of importance. These
levels or heads are sometimes listed alphabetically (A, B, C, and D).

An A head generally appears entirely in capital letters. Frequently, this
heading will be centered or flush left on the page and in bold type. In scholarly
writing, the A head is reserved for announcing the mgor divisions of thought
that appear in the written work or to designate mgor sections of the work.

Example:

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF AN A HEAD
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A B head is centered on the page with the firgt letter of each word capi-
talized (articles and prepositions are lowercase). Given theflexibility of most
word processors, thistoo is typically written in bold type. The B head signi-
fies subdivisions of material related to the topic of the A head. It isimportant
information, but not a mgjor sectiona division.

Example:
This Is an Example of a B Head

The C head is usualy written flush left, and again, has the first letter of
each word capitalized (articles and prepositions are lowercase), and is fol-
lowed by a period. The C head is used to delineate subinformational cate-
gories of the B head. These are important for categorizing or explaining infor-
mation relevant to the mgjor topical areaindicated by the B head.

Example:
Thislsan Exampleof a C- Head.

The D leve head iswritten indented from the left, with only the firgt let-
ter of the first word capitalized. The heading is underlined, and ends with a
period (or occasiondly with a colon). The D head is run into the paragraph,
indented to line up with the other paragraph indentations on the page. Three
spaces are generadly left before the beginning of the first word of the para
graph. The D level head isused to label a specific definitional point, or to enu-
merate a categorical listing with explanations. Again, this information is
related to the broader information mentioned or described in a C level head.

Example:

Thisisan exampleof a D head. () The paragraphwould begin here.

Many of the sections are requisites of al research reports regardless of
what specific label is used. The report typically consists of a series of A heads
or sections that include:

1. Theabstract: abrief description of theentire report

2. Theintroduction: basic research questions, key terms, and research fod

3. Literaturereview: adetailed examination of the extant research literature
relevant to the report's topic

4. Methodology: acomprehensive description of how the researchers g
ered data and analyzed it
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5. Findingsor results: the presentation of information uncovered during the
research process

6. Discussion and/or implications. an examination of thesefindingsand con-
sideration of how they may impinge on relevant groups, communities,
or agencies

7. References, notes, and/or appendices: asection that containsthe evidence
that supports the research report

Figure 12.1 illustrates the general scheme of a traditional research report.
Let's consider each section in detail.

The Abstract

An abstract is abrief summary (50 to 200 words) of the most important (and
interesting) research findings of a study. In addition, abstracts usually contain
some mention of key methodological features of the study and relevant
implications of the mgjor findings.

Abstracts are always found in the beginning of a research report, but
given their content, they cannot be created until after the report has been
written. The mgjor function of an abstract is to provide potential readerswith
sufficient information both to interest them and to help them determine
whether to read the complete article. Often, researchers scan collections of
abstracts (for example, journal indexes of abstracts) in order to identify poten-
tially useful elements for their own literature reviews (to be considered
presently). It is therefore critical that an abstract be both concise and precise.

As abroad guide to writing an abstract, regardless of the researchers
particular substantive interests, the following three key facets should be
included:

1. A statement identifying the key focus or issue considered in the study.
Example: Thisisthefirst study of drug trafficking in the United States to
penetrate the echelons of the marijuana and cocaine business—it con-
cerng] the smugglers and their primary dealers.

2. The nature of the data analyzed in the study.

Example: We spent six years observing and interviewing these traffick-
ers and their associates in southwestern California and examining their
typica career paths.

3. The mgor finding or result examined in the report.

Example: We show how drug traffickers enter the businessand rise to the
top, how they become disenchanted because of the rising socia and lega
costs of upper-level drug trafficking, how and why they either voluntar-
|Iy or involuntarily leave the business, and why so many end up return-
ing to their deviant careers, or to other careers within the drug world.
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THE ABSTRACT
® General description of
the research

THE INTRODUCTION
m Statement of the research question,
or listing of key focuses or issues
m Description of research questions
@ Justification of research questions or
statement

LITERATURE REVIEW
m General review of the literature related to the
research topic
® Specific coverage of literature segments that bear
directly upon the research study
@ Presentation of the theoretical framework or
orientation

METHODOLOGY
m Overall description of the research procedures and strategies
m Description of the sample, sampling techniques, and/or the
subjects
m Consideration of the research setting
m Discussion of the data-collection strategy, data organization
methods, and analytic procedures

o FINDINGS OR RESULTS
m General presentation of research findings—sometimes intertwined with

discussion of results
m Linkages between research question and results elaborated

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION
® Analytic consideration of findings in relation to previous research studies
® Fitting current research into the extant literature on the topic
m General discussion of the extent of research findings and their ramifications or

policy implications

HGURE 121 The Basic Scheme of the Traditional Research Report
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In some instances, you may want to include a fourth element that sug-
gests the relevance of the research to a given agency, policy, or discipline:

4. Potential use or implication of the reported finding.
Example: The findings of the current study outline the multiple conflict-
ing forces that lure drug dealers and smugglers into and out of drug
trafficking.?

These four elements should more or less suit virtually any research
enterprise and may adequately produce an abstract consisting of as few as
four sentences.

The Introduction

An introduction orients the reader to the study and the report. It should
acquaint the reader with the basic research question or problem (Leedy, 1996).
Introductions should be written in statement sentences that are clear and con-
cise, and describe the type of writing that will follow (eg., a descriptive
report, an ethnographic narrative, a research proposal, etc.). Sometimes,
introductions are referred to as maps for the report. 1dedly, in addition to stat-
ing the research problem and placing it into theoretical and/or historical con-
text, an introduction offers a sequentia plan of presentation for the report.
The reader is thus informed about what headings will be included and what
each identified section will address.

It is additionally important to recognize that introductions can entice
readers to continue reading, or turn them df so that they don't bother. The
main attention-getting device, beyond the report title, isthe opening sentence
to an introduction (Meyer, 1991). A number of strategies are available to the
writer. You might use a startling finding from the research, suggest some
interesting problem from literature, or relate some relevant recent news
event. Whatever you choosg, it should be asinteresting as possible. Theintro-
duction may be a distinct section complete with heading(s) or it may be com-
bined with a literature review.

Literature Review

The basic intention of aliterature review is to give acomprehensive review of
Previous works on the general and specific topics considered in the report. At
least to some extent, the literature review foreshadows the researcher's own
study. Chapter 2 has already elaborated on the procedures usually surround-
ing the development of a literature review. During the writing stage of
Asearch, it is necessary to report on the state of the literature: its limitations
~d research directions.
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For example, researchers may want to challenge previously accepted
ideas or findings. It is important, therefore, that these competing conceptual -
izations be presented and errors or fdlacies identified. In some situations,
researchers might be attempting to replicate previous studies and improve on
their use of theory or methods. In such cases, it is necessary to illustrate how
these previous studies examined their subject matter.

To alarge measure, the literature review may aso serve asakind of bib-
liographic index and guide for the reader, not only by listing other studies
about a given subject but aso by demonstrating where the current study fits
into the scheme of things.

Literature reviews should certainly include reference to classic works
related to the investigation and should aso include any recent studies. Omis-
sion of some relevant recent study may leave researchers open to criticism for
carelessness—particularly if omitted studies have more exhaustively exam-
ined the literature, identified or conducted research in sSmilar areas, or
pointed out theoretical and methodological issues the current study over-
looks. The more thorough the literature review, the more solid the research
report's foundation becomes.

It isimportant to remember that not all sources of information are con-
sidered equal or can be legitimately used in writing literature reviews. More-
over, thereis akind of generaly accepted hierarchy of informational sources.
As | see this hierarchy, there are certain pieces of information that are better
accepted by the scientific community than others. Thishierarchy is not acom-
pletely static or rigid rank ordering. In fact, | have mysdf altered the listing
sincethelast edition of thisbook. In the current version, | haveincluded trade
journal articles, and material obtained from the Internet.

1. Scholarly empirical articles, dissertations, monographs, and the like
(including dectronic articles from referred onlinejournals on the Internet)

2. Scholarly non-empirical articles and essays (both referred and non-
juried articles and essays)

3. Textbooks

4. Tradejournal articles

5. Certain nationally and internationally recognized newsmagazines (eg.,
Time, Newsweek, The Atlantic Monthly)

6. Papers, reports, or other documents posted by individuals on various
Internet Web sites

7. Certain nationaly and internationally recognized newspapers (eg., The

New York Times, The LA Times, The Washington Post, The Times[of London])

8. Acceptable, lower order newspapers(e.g., The Boston Globe, USA Today)
9. Only when all other sources are unavailable, or when you want to add
texture or detail, you should (sparingly) use a local newspaper
10. Written personal communications (letters, solicited comments)
11. Oral personal communications (face-to-face talks, telephone calls)
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The elements listed in 1 through 3 offer the strongest documentary sup-
port in scholarly writing. Items listed as 4 through 7 offer moderately strong
support to a document, and items 8 through 10 offer useful, perhaps colorful
documentary sources of information. As one moves down the list, one should
realize there is considerable loss of scientific confidence in the information
obtained from these sources. These lower-order sources should be used only
when noting some event or highlighting some already well-documented piece
of information.

Like everything el se, of course, too much of agood thing ruinsthe expe-
rience. Although certain types of research reports, such as a thesis or disser-
tation, expect lengthy (10-20 pages) literature reviews, reports and articles do
not. Just as omitting a recent relevant article creates problems for a report, so
too can an overdone literature review. The basic rule of thumb in writing lit-
erature reviews is to keep them long enough to cover the area, but short
enough to remain interesting.

M ethodol ogy

Inexperienced researchers often think the methodology section is the most
difficult section to write. It need not be so. In fact, since methodol ogy sections
typically report what you did during the course of a research project, it may
well be one of the easiest sections to produce. The central purpose of a
methodological section is to explain to readers how the research was accom-
plished—in other words, what the data consist of and how data were col-
lected, organized, and analyzed. It is actually quite interesting; yet, people
who have little trouble describing intricate instructions for operating compli-
cated medical equipment or repairing cars and electrical appliances pale at
the thought of describing research methods.

The simplest, most straightforward way to write up the methodol ogy
section is to imagine explaining the process to a friend. Explaining the details
about how the research was conducted is reasonably similar to telling a sory.
The points of detail most important to the researchers may vary from study
to study, just as certain details in classic tales vary from storyteller to story-
teller. Nonethel ess, certain salient features of research methods tend to be pre-
sent in most, if not all, methods sections. These features include considera-
tions of subjects, data, setting, and analysis techniques.

Subjects. Methodology sections should include references to whom the
subjects are, how they have been identified (selected), what they have been
told about their participation, and what steps have been taken to protect them
from harm. Ancillary concerns connected to discussions about the subjects
may include how many are included, what determined their numbers, and
how many refused to take part in the research and why (if it is known).
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Data. In addition to identifying the nature of the data (for example, inter-
views, focus groups, ethnographies, videotapes, and so on), researchers
should explain to readers how data were collected. Details about data collec-
tion have several important purposes. Firgt, they alow readers to decide how
much credence to attach to the results. Second, they provide ameans for read-
ers to replicate a research study, should they desire to do so. This notion of
replication is very important to establishing that your research endeavor is
objective. If someone else can replicate your study, then the original premises
and findings can be tested in the future.

Finally, data-collection sections frequently are among the most interest-
ing aspects of a research report—particularly when the researchers include
details about problems and how they were resolved. Some sdlf-reflection and
disclosure may be necessary to offer what the literature sometimes calls sub-
jectiveviewsof theresearcher. In addition to offering interesting and vivid expe-
riences, these subjective offerings may alow future researchers a way around
problems in their own research studies.

Setting.  Descriptions of the setting can be important in reporting an ethno-
graphic study or a door-to-door interviewing project. The reliability of the
research data, for example, may depend on demonstrating that an appropriate
setting for the study has been selected. In some instances, settings are intricately
related to the data and the analytic strategies and may possibly contaminate the
research. A failure on the part of researchers to consider these elements during
the study may weaken or destroy their otherwise credible arguments.

Analysis Techniques. Even when data are to be analyzed through generally
accepted conventional means, a discussion and justification of the anaytic
strategy should be offered. It isnot good procedure to assume anything regard-
ing a research report. Researchers should never assume that the readers will
immediately understand what is meant by such vaguetermsas standard content
analysistechniques. Assuggested in Chapter 11, even so-called standard content
analysis may have many possible anaytic alternatives depending on which
unit of analysisis selected and whether the approach is inductive or deductive.

Findings or Results

In quantitative research reports, the findings or results section commonly pre-
sents percentages and proportions of the data in the form of charts, tables, and
graphs. Quantitative methodologists often use the two terms synonymoudy,
although in fact, there is a dight distinction between them. Findings quite
literally refer to what the data say, whereas results offer interpretations of the
meaning of the data. In short, results offer an analysis of the data.

In the case of qualitative research reports, however, the findinggrgr
results section is not as easily explained. For example, in qualitativeres ~ n
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reports, the analysis section often follows the methods section. Sometimes,
however, the researchers forthrightly explain that data will be presented
throughout their analysisin order to demonstrate and document various pat-
terns and observations (see Berg, 1983, Bing, 1987; Dabney, 1993). Sections of
qualitative reports are a so often organized according to conceptual subhead-
ings (often arising from the terms and vocabularies of the subjects).

When ethnographic research is reported, the findings are more accu-
rately represented and labeled an ethnographic narrative, followed by a sepa-
rate analysis (Berg & Berg, 1988; Burns, 1980). Of course, there may be occa-
sions when weaving the ethnographic observations throughout the analysis
seems an effective presentation strategy, creating a type of content and narra-
tiveanalysis(Cabral, 1980; Manning & Cullum-Swan, 1994).

Reporting observations from a content analysis of interview data or
other written documents may similarly be accomplished either by separately
presenting the findings or by interweaving findings and analysis. What
should be clear from the preceding presentation is that with regard to quali-
tative research reports, severa options are available for writing about the
findings (data) and results (interpretation of the data).

Discussion/Conclusion

The basic content of the discussion section will vary depending on whether
the researchers have presented an analysis section or a findings section. In the
former case, when an analysis section is included in a report, the discussion
section frequently amounts to reiteration and elaboration of key points and
suggestions about how the findings fit into the extant literature on the topical
study area

In the case of a separate findings section, the discussion section pro-
vides researchers with an opportunity to elaborate on presented observa
tions. Frequently, in either case, after completing a research project, the socia
scientists redlize they have gained both greater knowledge and insight into
the phenomenon investigated. The discussion section provides a canvas on
which the researchers may paint their insights. Occasionaly, researchers gain
Socratic wisdom; that is, they begin to realize what they—and the scientific
community—still do not know about some substantive area. The discussion
section allows the researchers to outline the areas requiring further research.

The discussion section aso provides an opportunity to reflexively con-
sider the research study and the research results. More and more these days,
researchers are being acknowledged as active participants in the research
process and not passive observers or mere scribes (Hertz, 1996). It becomes
essential, therefore, to indicate the researcher's location of sdf within the con-
stellations of gender, race, socid class, and so forth (DeVault, 1995; Edwards,
1990; Williams & Heikes, 1993). Through reflexive personal accountsresearchers
should become more aware of how their own positions and interests affected
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their research. In turn, this should produce less distorted accounts of the socia
worlds about which they report.

References, Notes, and Appendices

Throughout the sections of a research report, references should document
claims, statements, and allegations. Although a number of style texts recom-
mend various ways of referencing material, there are chiefly two broad
options: notes or source references. Superscript numerals can be placed in the
text to correspond to notes, located either at the bottom of the page on which
they appear (footnotes) or at the conclusion of the report (endnotes). The sec-
ond broad option is source references, which appear immediately following
the point in the text where a quote, paraphrase, or statement in need of docu-
mentation is made (the style used in this text). Source references are identified
by the last name of areferenced author, the date of publication, and in the case
of a direct quotation, the page(s) from which the quote has been taken.

In the social sciences, source references are more often used for docu-
menting statements made in the text, and notes generally give further expla-
nation to the text rather than cite source references. The following points con-
cerning source references should be observed:

1. If the author's name appears in the text, only the date of the publication
appears in parentheses.

Example: Accordingto Naples (1997)...

2. If the author's name is not used in the text, both the last name and the
date of publication appear in parentheses.

Example: The use of ethnographic narratives offers details on reflexive
voice and anxiety (Michalowski, 1997).

3. When areference has two or three authors, the last name of each author
isincluded in text. For reference material with more than three authors,
the first author is shown in text followed by "et al."

Examples: Link and Cullen (1987) and Johnson et d. (1985) have exam-
ined various aspects of deviant behavior.

4. For ingtitutional authorship, the agency that produced the document is
considered to be the author.

Example: Information on Index crimes suggests an increase (FBl Uni-
form Crime Report, 1985).

5. When severa sources are offered to document one claim or statement,
each complete citation is separated by a semicolon and presented in
chronological order.

Example: This has been suggested throughout the literature, especially
by Beschner, 1986; Cullen, 1982; Glassner and Berg, 1980; Johnson et al.
1985.
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6. When quoting directly, it isimportant to offer the page reference as well
as the author's name and publication date in one of two forms.
Example: Doerner (1983, p. 22) states, ". . . " or Doerner (1983, p. 22)
states, “. .. "

During the past several years, the use of online journals, unpublished
papers posted on the Web, online newspaper articles, and similar electronic doc-
umentary sources has necessitated a more uniform method for referencing these
items. In the text, online items can be handled essentialy as you would any
other item. If thereis an author, then the author's nameis cited in the same man-
ner asin the aboveillustrations. If there is no specific author, but thereis a spon-
soring organization, then the organization is cited. For example, an article with-
out an author found on the American Civil Liberties Union's Web site could cite
ACLU, and any date indicated on the item. If no date is provided, then the con-
vention should be to indicate no date in parentheses. Example: The use of such
laws has been suggested to be both unjust and illegal (ACLU, no date).

References are listed alphabetically by the first author's last name, in a
separate section entitled "References.” A reference section must include all
source references included in the report. As a matter of practice, the abbrevi-
ation "et al.," which is appropriate for citations in text, is unacceptable in a
reference section. The first names of authors may be either indicated in full or
by initial, unless you are writing for some particular publication that specifies
a preference.

The better academic journals of each discipline differ somewhat in the
format for writing up full citations in the reference section. These specifica
tions are generally given in the first few pages of thejournals and may change
dightly from time to time. It is thus advisable to consult the particular jour-
nals associated with your discipline to ascertain the proper form for the ref-
erence citations. To get inexperienced researchers going, however, what fol-
lows is the format recommended for most social science journals and texts.

1. Books:
Ribbens, J, & Edwards, R. (1998). Feminist Dilemmas in Qualitative
Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

2. Periodicals:
Berg, B. L. (1986). Arbitrary arbitration: Divertingjuvenilesinto thejus-
tice system. Juvenileand Family Court Journal 37, 31-42.

3. Collections:
Peterson, B. H. (1985). A qualitative clinical account and analysis of acare
situation. InM. M. Leininger (Ed.), Qualitative Research Methodsin Nurs-
ing, 267-281. Orlando, FL: Grune & Stratton.

When writing up an online documentary item in the reference section, the
format is again similar to that of standard references. References are fitted into
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the aphabeticd listing by author'slast name, or theinitials of the organization.
Even the layout of the reference listing of the online item parallels, in most
respects, the layout of any standard reference listing. The mgor difference is
that a the end of the reference entry, you include the Web site address. You
accomplish thisby writing Available onlineat: and then the Web address.

Example: Despres, B. R. (August 1999). Theda Vinc program: A narra-
tive study of an alternative learning approach for life. Educational
Insights 5(1). Available online at: http://www.csd.edu.ubc.ca/publica
tions/online/v05n01 /despres.html

PRESENTING RESEARCH MATERIAL

The purpose of social research is to locate answers to socid problems or ques-
tions. However, this is not enough: Once a possible solution is identified, it
remains worthless until it has been presented to others who can use the find-
ings. Socid scientists have a professional responsibility to share with the sci-
entific community (and the community at large) the information they
uncover, even though it may be impossible for researchers to predict in
advance what impact (if any) their research will have on society. To a large
measure, how the research is used is a different ethical concern from whether
itisused at al. How research isimplemented is discussed in Chapter 3. This
section concerns the dissemination of information obtained in research.

Disseminating the Research:
Professional Meetings and Publications

There are at least two mgor outlets for socid scientific research: professional
association meetings and professiona journals. Although the sociad science
disciplines have less formal situations for sharing research (for example, daff
meetings, colloquia, training sessions, and so forth) these gatherings are often
very small and for limited audiences (four or five people). Professional meet-
ings, however, have the potential of reaching far greater numbers of persons
from many different facets of the same discipline.

It is common, for example, for the American Sociological Association to
have 2,000 or more people attend a conference. The American Society of
Criminology has, at each of the past severa years' meetings, recorded more
than 1,000 people in attendance. Although nursing conferences are not quite
aswell attended, several hundred people do attend the annual gatherings of
the American Association of Nursing. Professional meetings provide oppor-
tunities for researchersto present their own work, as well as to hear about the
work of colleagues working in similar areas. Particularly for inexperienced
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researchers, such meetings can be very edifying—not only with regard to the
content of the papers but aso for building confidence and a sense of compe-
tence. Graduate students attending professional meetings and listening to
established scholars present papers can often be heard to mumble, "I could
have written that." Most professional association meetings now regularly
include student sessions designed to allow student researchers to present
their work in a less frightening and less intimidating forum than the main
sessions but to present their work nevertheless.

The saying that academics need to publish or perishis till true today—
only more so! The academic standards, for example, in nursing have risen to
alevel such that it is no longer sufficient for a person who wants to teach to
hold a graduate degree in nursing. More and more nursing programs are
requiring of potential teachers doctorates in nursing—and publications. Pub-
lishing articles both strengthens the social science disciplines and improves
the chances of being hired in a vastly competitive academic market.

Getting published, however, is partly a political matter, partly a matter
of skill and scholarship, and partly a matter of timing and luck. It is not, as
some quantitative purists might have you think, a matter of having large
aggregate data sets and sophisticated multivariate analysis (Cullen, 1989).
Often, such orientations move so far from reality that the findings offer little
of practical value and, even in statistical terms, have little practical validity.

Good researchis simply that! 1t does not matter in terms of publishabil-
ity whether the approach is quantitative or qualitative (Berg, 1989). However,
new researchers should be aware that a kind of bias does exist in the world
of publishing. This bias tends to favor quantitative research for publication.
Thus, in some journals, you may find no qualitative empirical research pub-
lished at all. Ye this does not automatically mean that all the studies the jour-
nal publishes are especially good. Neither the word quantitative nor the word
publishedimmediately translatesinto theterm high quality.

The process of getting published is further complicated by the blind ref-
eree system that better journalsrely on. This system involves having a manu-
script reviewed by two to four scholars who have expertise in the subject of
the paper and who do not know the author's identity. Based upon their rec-
ommendations, the journal will either publish or rgject the manuscript.

Pragmatically, this process can be very disheartening to inexperienced
researchers, who probably have invested considerable effort in their research.
It is important not to take personally a rgection of a manuscript by ajournal.
There are countless war stories about attempts to have some piece of research
published. Many excellent scholars have experienced split decisions when
two reviewers have disagreed, oneindicating that the manuscript is the finest
piece of work since Weber's Economy and Society and the other describing the
manuscript as garbage.

Particularly when attempting to have qualitative research published,
researchers can anticipate certain problems. It is fairly common, for example,
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to receive aletter of rgjection for an ethnographic account or life history case
study, and be told, in the letter, that the manuscript was not accepted because
it falled to provide quantified results. In some cases this may have resulted
because the journal sent your manuscript to a reviewer who does not under-
stand qualitative research. In other cases, however, this may occur because
the reviewer honestly felt your manuscript was not ready for p ublication. It
is important not to always assume that the former explanation applies.

Inexperienced researchers should not become too discouraged about
publishing their research. It is quite like any other game: To win, you need to
know the rules, including the recognition that reviewers often have a variety
of hidden reasons for rejecting a manuscript. For example, the reviewer may
also be attempting to publish an article on the same subject and simply wants
to kill df some of the competition. Of course, some pieces of research should
not be published. As the old saying goes, "If seven people tell you you're
drunk, perhaps you should lie down!" Ye you should not give up too quickly
on a piece of research. Becoming familiar with the publication process from
start to finish helps researchers gain perspective.

When aresearch project has been completed, the next step is to do some
research in the library. Although experienced researchers often write their
reports with a particular journal in mind, inexperienced researchers frequently
do not. All journalsin agiven discipline are not directed toward the same audi-
ence. In fact, severa socid science journals are explicitly for quantitative
research, while others are devoted to qualitative studies.

A perusal of the periodical stacks will sometimes revea to inexperi-
enced researchers several possible publication outlets. Researchers should
carefully note which journals appear to publish which types of studies. Often,
adeclaration of ajournal's purposeisincluded on the insde of the front cover
or on the fird few pages. Next, researchers should identify what particular
writing style and format the journal requires. This information is typicaly
listed under the headings, "Notice to Contributors" and "Submission and
Preparation of Manuscripts.” Writing up a manuscript in the correct form the
first time around often saves considerable time and lamentation later.

Once the manuscript has been written, it is time to make a find assess-
ment. Perhaps the hardest decision to make honestly is how good the manu-
script really is. Thiscritical concern is necessary for severd reasons. First, it is
always wise to send a manuscript to the best journal inwhich the researchers
redistically believe they can be published. Underestimating may result in
publication in a less prestigious journal than might have been afforded in a
better journal. On the other hand, sending a manuscript of lesser weight to a
high-powered journal ssimply increases the time it may take to get the article
in print; there will be enough time lags as it is without such misudgments.
Although many journals indicate that manuscript review time varies from
five to twelve weeks, researchers often wait eight or ten months merely to
hear that their manuscript has been rejected.

WRITING RESEARCH PAPERS: SORTING THE NOODLES FROM THE SOUP 283

A second reason for carefully choosing ajournal to which to send your
manuscript is the academic restriction against multiple submissions. Because
it is considered unethical to submit article manuscripts to more than onejour-
nal at a time, these time lags can be a considerable problem. Choosing the
wrong journal may literally mean missing an opportunity to have a timely
subject published.

Although inexperienced researchers are often hesitant to cal ajournal
to check on the status of a manuscript, they should not be. After patiently
waiting a reasonable time (perhaps 12 to 15 weeks), it is not only acceptable
but recommended to telephone the journa to check on the status of your
manuscript. Journals are busy enterprises and like any other enterprise can
make mistakes. Sometimes when researchers cal, they are informed that
some error has been made and the manuscript has not been sent out for
review. On other occasions, editors explain that they have been chasing after
reviewersto make adecision. Inyet other situations, editors may simply have
no news about the manuscript. It is not likely, although inexperienced
researchers may fear this, that ajournal will suddenly rgect a paper simply
because the author called. In short, authors have nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain by calling.

As the library research may indicate, and as Zurcher (1983, p. 204)
explicitly states, "Somejournals are more likely than othersto publish papers
reporting qualitative studies." Some of the journals that have traditionally
published qualitative research and have continued to do so during recent
years include Journal of Contemporary Ethnography (previously Urban Life),
Symbolic Interaction, Qualitative Sociology, Human Organization, Human Rela-
tions, Journal of Creative Inquiry, Journal of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Heart
and Lung, Western Journal of Nursing, American Educational Research Journal,
Journal of Popular Culture, Sociological Perspectives, Journal of Applied Behavioral
Science, Sgns, International Review of Sport Sociology, Journal of Voluntary
Action, American Behavioral Scientist, Journal of Police Science and Administra-
tion, American Journal of Police, International Journal of Offender Therapy and
Comparative Criminology, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Teaching Sociology,
Criminal Justice Policy and Review, Nursing Research, Holistic Nursing Practice,
Sociological Quarterly, Sociological Spectrum, and to a slightly lesser extent dur-
ing recent years, Social Problemsand Social Forces.

There are a number of viable online eectronic journals as well. While
there are numerous sites on the Internet, I'll offer just a few here to get the
inexperienced writer started: The Qualitative Report (http://www.nova.
edu/ssss/QR/QR3-4/index.html), Sociol ogical Research Online (http://www.
socresonline.org.uk/socresonline/), Educational Insights (http://www.csd.
educ.ubc.ca/publication/insights/online/), Nursing Standard Online
(http://www.nursing-standard.co.uk/voll 3-46/content.htm). As even these

short and incomplete listings suggest, there are numerous outlets for pub-
lishing qualitative research.
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A WORD ABOUT THE CONTENT OF
PAPERS AND ARTICLES

Although it may go without saying that researchers must include in their
reports accurate, truthful, and documented information, it may not be as
obvious that it should be interesting as well. As Leedy (1985, p. 246) states,
"There is no reason why a report should be dull—any more than there is a
reason why a textbook should be dull. Both of them deal with the excitement
of human thinking prompted by the fascination of facts in the world around
us." | cannot count the number of times | have attended a professional con-
ference and listened to a boring presentation. | can only assume that the
pained expressions on the faces of others in the audience reflected opinions
smilar to my own.

When you listen to a quantitative, statistical, and perhaps convoluted
report or wade through an article full of regression equations and path dia-
grams, you may reasonably expect a certain amount of dullness. But when
you hear or read dull qualitative research reports, there is no reasonable
excuse. Qualitative research reflects the real world. In its purest form, it
reveals elements previously unknown and/or unnoticed by others. It can be
as cregtive a contribution to human knowledge as the Mona Lisa is a contri-
bution to art. There are no dull facts about socid life, only dull ways of pre-
senting them!

WRITEIT, REWRITE IT, THEN WRITE IT AGAIN!

Experienced researchers redlize that writing a research report is a multiple-
level process. During those carefree high school days, many students could
stay up late the night before a paper was due, writing the whole paper, and
still receive a good grade. Unfortunately, in the so-called real world (which
incidentally should include college) the submission of such afirg draft is not
likely to get the same results.

Becker (1986) has asserted that one possible explanation for "one-draft
writing" is that teachers do not tell the students how the textbooks they read
actually are written. Most students never have an opportunity actualy to see
either their teachers or professiona writers or researchers at work and thus
do not realize that more than one draft is necessary.

Mogt textbooks on writing have chapters on revising and recomposing
(Walker, 1987), but students often think these chapters recommend merely
editing for typographical and spelling errors. The notion of rewriting substan-
tive portions of the report or adding interesting information learned after the
firg draft is complete may never occur to inexperienced researchers/writers.

Many inexperienced researchers/writers are smply unaware that vir-
tually al effective writing goes through a series of revisions. Most research
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goes through many stages of development, versions of presentation, and edi-
tions before it ever reaches its intended audience.

For example, | was once asked to write a brief essay on politically cor-
rect behavior in criminology (Berg, 1991). After completing several drafts, |
asked afew of my male colleaguesto read it. They thought it was great. They
told me it was hard hitting and shot from the hip. Next, | asked several femae
colleaguesto read the essay. Both of these women describe themselves as fem-
inist criminologists. They saw my essay through very different eyes than my
male colleagues.

The firg thing they asked me was what audience | wanted to reach.
They explained that if my purpose was to reach a general audience, the essay
asitwasthenwritten failed. Yes, it was hard hitting, but it was also too angry.
If, on the other hand, | had a target audience of maes upset with the way
politically correct behavior was emerging in criminology, | wastold, the piece
might work. Four drafts later, my feminist colleagues agreed that the essay
was ready for a general audience—although they both made it clear that they
disagreed with my equalitarian position.

The important lesson here is hot merely to have others read your drafts.
Itisimportant to hear what they have to say and to use this advice to improve
the eventua find draft.

Certainly, there is no single all-purpose way to compose a research
report. In fact, in the social sciences, researchers may want to write for several
distinct audiences. In such cases, it may be necessary to write both multiple
drafts and multiple drafts of different versions. For example, researchers may
write at one level when the audience is their academic colleagues, for exam-
ple, attending a conference. But this academic level of writing may be unac-
ceptable if the audience is more diverse, as in the case of areport to a gov-
ernmental funding agency that would be reviewed by professionals from
severa different backgrounds,

Agar (1986, p. 15) similarly suggests that ethnographies may be written
up differently for different audiences, "In my own work the presentation of
the same chunk of ethnographic material takes different forms depending on
whether | write for clinicians, drug policymakers, survey sociologists, or cog-
nitive anthropologists.” When researchers write for their own disciplines,
they write for a limited audience that is thoroughly familiar with the partic-
ular fidd of study and shares similar educational backgrounds. In contrast,
when the audience consists of different kinds of readers, specia limitations
must be set on the form the written report should take.

Beyond the redlities of different audiences requiring different types or
levels of language, there is no single right way to say something. Often one
way of saying something may be correct but uninteresting. Another way may
be interesting but inexact. After three, or four, or more attempts, the authors
may finaly find an acceptable way to express themselves, but even that is not
necessarily the only good way to phrase their ideas.
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A fairly common problem all writers have occasionaly is trouble get-
ting started (Becker, 1986). Often, after having written a rather weak begin-
ning, researchers suddenly find the words begin to flow with ease. When the
writers reread the weak opening section, they will likely notice that they must
rewrite, but if they do not bother to reread and rewrite the opening material,
readers will probably not read beyond the poor beginning and get to those
wonderful later sections.

Similarly, distance from their own writing frequently allows authors to
see their presentations from a different perspective. Many researchers have
experienced the phenomenon of reading a research paper they wrote severa
days earlier and then wondering, How on earth could | have written such dri-
vel? On other occasions, many authors have reread something written a few
days earlier and thought, | can hardly believe | actually said that—it's great!
These sdf-reflective examinations of your own writing require some time
between the actual penning of the words and the revisions. Usually severa
days is aufficient, although the actua time required may vary for different
pieces of work.

Because of the advances in computer technology and software, it is now
easy to rewrite, correct, and edit papers. Many word processing programs
now offer extensive spelling and thesaurus programs, further aiding
researchers/writers in their quest to find and use just the right word. The
advantages to using computersin both research itsdf and report writing sim-
ply cannot be overstated.

A FINAL NOTE

Throughout this book, qualitative techniques and anaytic strategies, rather
than quantitative ones, have been the focus. Although questionnaires and
quantification procedures are probably the most extensively used techniquesin
the socia sciences, they have tended to become inhuman and reductionigtic.
This criticism is not so much against the procedures, which certainly could
enhance understanding in the socia sciences, as it is against their indiscrimi-
nate application. As Coser (1975, p. 691) warned more than 25 years ago, "The
fallacy of misplaced precision conssts in believing that one can compensate for
theoretical weakness by methodol ogicd strength." Application of sophisticated
satistical procedures frequently seems akin to hunting rabbits with a cannon.
As suggested throughout this book, no single measurement class—
guantitative or qualitative—is perfect. But neither is any data-collecting pro-
cedure scientifically useless (Wehb et al., 1981). Some may have been amused
by Jelenko's (1980) description of the Wayne State rock (see Chapter 8), and
others may even have caught themselves smiling at the thought of Sawyer
(1961, cited in Webb et a., 1981) sfting through the garbage of Welledey,
Massachusetts (see Chapter 8¢ Ye each of these studies suggests ways of
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accessing relevant and useful information. As a group, many of the nonreac-
tive techniques described in this text are not as adequate in themselves as a
well-constructed interview or ethnographic field study, but each of these
strategies can be improved significantly through triangulation of methods.

The flexibility of the qualitative research approach permits exactly this
combined use of innovative data-collection and data-analysis strategies.
Conversdly, many of the highly sophisticated quantitative data-manipulation
strategies can become stilted because they require information in a
limited specialized form and format. For better or worse, however, quantita-
tive techniques are more quickly accomplished than qualitative ones, pro-
duce what is presumed by many socia scientists to be more reliable conclu-
sions, and offer what many public agencies consider truly reportable findings
(percentages of variable occurrences).

That quantitative procedures remain predominant in the socia sciences
isnot in itself aproblem or a question. What must be questioned, however, is
the preoccupation of so many quantitative sociad scientists with methods,
often at the expense of both theory and substance. Qualitative strategies on
the other hand are intricately intertwined with both the substance of the
issues they explore and theories grounded in these substantive issues. If
socid scienceis to sort the noodles from the soup, it must do so in a substan-
tively meaningful manner.

NOTES

1. Theabstract shownisreprinted from Social Problems31(2), December 1983, p. 195.
2. This last statement is my own creation and does not appear in the original abstract. It is
included, of course, in order to demonstrate the use of an implications statement.
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Securing the data, 56
Self-conscious socia performance, 92
Semantics. See Content analysis
Semistandardized (semistructured)
interviews, 68-70, 83,122
Sequencing
of events in field notes, 159
of interview questions, 74, 79-80
Settings
in case studies, 233, 235
in ethnographic research, 13,135-137,
144-147,150-156,160
in focus groups, 117-118,129
in interviewing, 85, 88,112
in research, 7, 55,144-145,158,171
Short-answer sheet, 104-105
Simple random samples, 31
Situational danger, 152
Snowballing, 146,153,154,156
Snowball sampling, 33,47,146,156
Socia audiences, 68
Socia interpretations, 90-93,107
Socialization, 20, 94,175
Socid roles, 7, 9,15,18, 67, 68,117,119,
147,166, 202
Socia science research, 11,13,16,18-19,
22, 34, 36-37, 39, 54-55, 67,112-114,
126-127,129-130,178, 278, 285-287
Sociodrama, 3
Sociograms, 165-168
Sociology, 10, 64-65,107-108,119,150,
190, 208, 226, 236, 244
Sociometric, mapping 167-168,170-171,
174-175
Sociometry, 3-4,11,167
Software (for qualitative research), 177,
259-262, 264, 267, 286
Solicited documents, 200
Sources of data, 214-215, 239
Specia classes, 250
Stakeholders (in action research), 181-186,
240
Standardized interviews, 3, 68-70,105,
121,165,191
Statement of confidentiality, 60
Statistical data, 53,193
Stratification, 194
Stratified random sampling, 31
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Street ethnography, 133
Subculture, 78, 205
Subjective disclosures (by researchers),
141-142
Subjective understandings (by
researchers), 7
Subjectivity, 90,110,176, 221, 228
Subjects (in research), 44, 63-65,122,172,
253, 275
Subthemes. See Themes; Content analysis
Surveys, 31, 47,58, 77, 81,107
questionnairesfor, 47, 57, 111, 117
and research, 225, 232
Symbolic action, 68
Symbolic interaction, 7-9,11, 67
Symbolic interactionists, 8-9, 67, 239
Symbolism, 11, 242, 243
Synergy, 112,119
Syphilis, 41-12, 64
Systematic analysis, 164
Systematic random sampling, 31

Tacit knowledge, 90
Tally sheets, 36,183, 242
Taverns (as research sites), 48,166
Tearoom Trade, 43,175
Telephones
and interviews, 80, 82-83, 94-95
and research, 80, 82, 84, 88-89, 91,
94-95, 253-254
and screening questions, 253-254
Television
asdata, 191-192, 217
violence on, 60, 62,197-198, 244
Textbase managers, 261-262
Text retrievers, 261
Textual analysis, 3, 34-35,134-135,
163-164,183
Themes, 35-36,103-104,164,183, 240,
242-243, 245-247, 260, 265
Theoretical classes, 250
Theory, 3-4, 6, 8,9,15-18, 28, 31, 64,131,
165-166,175,177,187,197-198,
229-231, 245-246, 249, 252, 254-256,
258, 261-262, 268, 274
-before-research, 17-18
and concepts, 15-16
ideas and, 16-19
Throw-away questions, 75-76
Tombstones (as data), 191,194
Topica autobiographies, 200-201
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Topica themes, 219

Topic cards, 22-24

Tracking, 155,157

Tradeoffs (in research), 127

Transcribers, 78,116

Transcripts, 12, 78,104,191-192,194,197,
215, 220, 240, 248, 252, 261

Triangulation, 4-6,12-13, 28, 37,120,
126-127,182,191, 203, 287

Tuskegee Syphilis Study, 41-42

Two-card method, 21-24

Typologies, 165-167

Unanticipated findings, 93, 251-252
Uncomfortable silence, 97,100
Unethical professional behavior, 283. See
also Ethics
Unitsof analysis, 10, 74, 200, 230-231, 233,
238, 243-244, 246-247, 249, 265
Unobtrusive
data, 114,118,199, 206
measures, 4,10-11,14,118-120,168,
189,199, 206, 209, 219
observations, 204
strategies, 3°4,118,120,189-190, 213
Unrestricted coding. See Open coding
Unsolicited Documents, 200
Unstandardized (unstructured)
interviews, 68-70
Urban ethnography, 133. Seealso
Ethnography

Validity, 5, 73,127,164, 211, 216, 218-219,
281
Variables, 6,15, 243, 247, 252, 259
VCRs. SeeVideocasserte recorders
Verba channels, 90-91
Videocassette recorders, 9,197
Videoconferencing, 129,131
Videotapes (as data), 154-155,191-192,
196-197,198, 203, 207, 259, 276
Voluntary
consent, 41
participation (in research), 53-54, 57
subjects (in research), 43, 53-54

Withdrawal, from focus group, 129

WordCruncher, 261

Word crunching, 260

WordPerfect, 260

Word processors, 261

WordStar, 260

World Health Organization, 40

World War 11 (in research), 40

Written consent, 45-47

Written documents, 221, 240, 244, 277
historical, as data, 214-219

XY Write, 260

Zero order level of communications, 77
ZyINDEX, 261



