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This book isamust read for researchers and students interested in poverty, poverty reduction, social welfare
and development. It provides systematic and comparative studies on the design features, achievements and
problems of targeting, set against specific national contexts. The economic focus of the analysis is balanced
with sections on the political economy of targeting and management aspects (administrative systems and
incentives). While the considerable variations between targeting mechanisms, schemes and contexts
demonstrate the difficulties of blanket policy prescriptions, the book presents a fascinating conclusion.
Rather than continuing the debate about universal versus targeted approaches, it proposes that a mixed
approach might be best: the broad targeting of basic services such as primary education and health care
combined with the narrow targeting of social protection schemes for the very poor.’ - David Hulme,
University of Manchester, UK Most governments attempt to target resources directly at the poor through a
variety of measures including food and credit subsidies, job creation schemes and basic health and education
projects. These measures are usually classified as being either promotional (to help raise welfarein the long
term), or protectional (to support the poor in times of adverse shocks). However, for many Asian countries
the reality of these poverty targeting measures has proved disappointing.
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